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YOU'D BE AMAZED WHERE THE 
ENGINEERS FOUND zasprration TO CREATE OUR 
BLAZER DRIVER CONTROL SYSTEM. 


Obviously, some engineers have powerful imaginations. 
And it shows. For the Driver Control System on the Chevy Blazer 
is a group of advanced suspension components that is prepared 
to handle the worst of Mother Nature. 


Cariable-ratio power steering combines luxury 
car steering ease with quick, sure response, Changing 
lanes in avoidance situations is crisp and fast. 


The Blazer also has an independent front suspension that’s 


‘instrumental in surefooted maneuvering. 


Tire makers and engineers worked side hy side to create 
specially tuned tires. Perfectly complementing the suspension, 
these tires are designed to firmly grip the road for a smooth, 


quiet ride—come rain, sleet, snow or shine. In curves, stabilizer 


bars help keep you in control by reducing body sway. 


~ When the road resembles the lunar surface, urethane 
jounce bumpers come into play, eliminating suspension-to-frame 
contact when you hit potholes or bumps. A heavy, steel 


ladder-type frame. keeps you stable at all times. On all roads. And 


that's comforting—both mentally and physically. 
’ 


While all these features can help you conquer the Roc Ries, 
imagine them working for you much closer to home. Like on the roads 
, to and from work. Or school. Or just to the grocery store. 


Now, that is truly inspiring. Chevy Blazer. A little security in an 


N 


insecure world. 1-800-950-0540 www.chey rolet.com truck 


Blazer is 4 registered trademark aud Chovy ven tradomarls of the GM Gor OL007 GM Cory Huclee ups Anrericn! 


LIKEA ROCK 


OUR STANDARDS ARE QUITE 
RIGID AT THE COORS BREWERY. 
THEN AGAIN, AT 32 DEGREES, 
SO IS OUR BREWMIASTER. 


Take a tour of 
our brewery in Golden, 
Colorado, and you'll 
understand what it 
means to put in a solid 
day. It comes with the 
territory when you work 
for the only brewery in 


the country dedicated 


taste of Coors Light 
goes into keeping it 
perfectly cold; from 
aging in refrigerated 
rooms through packag- 
ing and delivery in 
insulated trucks and 
railcars to your area. 


Like a smooth running 


to Frost Brewed™ beer. machine (on a frigid 


Back when we winter day that is), it’s 
first began brewing our way of ensuring 
Coors Light, we experi- that Coors Light always 
mented with a variety of arrives with a Rocky 


Mountain cold taste. 


temperatures. Hot, cold, 


and in between. Eventually we discovered that just Sure, we could spend less time and money 


below 32 degrees was the ideal temperature to pro- paying such rigid attention to detail. But when 


duce an unusually cold, smooth, your beer is Frost Brewed™ 


“like a stony image, cold and numb.” 


William Shakespeare, 
TITUS ANDRONICUS 


refreshing beer. Today, many for a refreshing taste of the 


chilly Rocky Mountain winters Rockies, you go to every 


later, Coors Light is still Frost Brewed™ according to degree to keep it that way. If you happen to stop 


our original, rigid standards. We believe it’s the best in at the Coors Brewery some time in the future 


way to bring you the cold, fresh taste of the Rockies. and youre greeted with less than a warm recep- 


And that’s just the tip of the iceberg. Because the Ls tion, remember, don't take it personally. We're 


same effort that goes into the Frost Brewed™ probably just buried in our work. 


‘ 


ALWAYS FROST T }SUNIQUELY coLD TASTE 
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LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER 


Welcome to the regional edition of Lindy’s 1997 College 


Football Annual — featuring your favorite team. 
As always, Lindy’s provides its readers with the most complete 

conference coverage around. But this year a beefed-up national 

package has been added to our quality lineup. 


Among the many extras in this issue you will receive: 


¢ Expanded national player ratings, including top performer 


composites. 


¢ Conference-by-conference previews from around the country. 
Also new this season are key player profiles, human interest sto- 
ries that accompany — and complement — each comprehensive 


team story. 


Find out how freshmen are making veteran-like impacts on the 
game, in our “Booming Babies” feature on page 80. In “Glorious 
Mayhem” on page 70, you'll read about football’s suicide squad 


crazies, otherwise known as special teams plavers. 


Can Steve Spurrier and the Florida Gators repeat? Does Peyton 


have a say in the matter? 


Lindy’s provides the answers beginning on page 8, in our Top 
25 predictions for the upcoming season. We also rank all 112 Divi- 
sion I-A teams, and tell you which of them have the best shot at the 


Bowl Alliance in 1997. 


We hope you enjoy Lindy’s best issue yet. 


See you at the Orange Boul... 


Sincerely, 


D.M.D. Publications, Inc. 
2700 Highway 280, Suite 108 


Birmingham, Alabama 35223-2472 


Phone: 205-871-1182 
Fax: 205-871-1184 


© 1997 D.M.D. Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 


Printed in the U.S.A. 
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Rankings of the Top Late Telephone Services, 


The truth about monitors, 
r Newsletters vs. Telephone Services, 
{ How to win on your own. 
How to Bet Legally on Sports, 
ns — e) International Sports Book Rankings. 
Sports sefvice scams 


Are you overwhelmed 
by all the sports 
Service ads every year? 


Don’t be! Get the nation’s most 
comprehensive, detailed report on the 
good, the bad, and the ugly of the sports 
handicapping industry all in one guide. 


The FOOTBALL BETTING GUIDE is 
the one essential tool for all gridiron 
bettors. It will take you behind the 
scenes and show you the real 
performances of over 100 of the 
most prominent sports services 
throughout America — complete with 
profiles on their records, reputations, owners, the 
public’s comments and countless other insights that 
will guide you skillfully toward a successful season. This 
review is jam packed with vital information that will 
enable you to distinguish the legitimate sports services 
from the disreputable ones, plus invaluable information 
on where to bet legally and safely over the telephone. 


This seventh big annual edition will lay out for you all 
the inside information about who’s on top and who’s a 
flop in the handicapping world, all for only $3.95. 


Don’t make another play without reading the 
FOOTBALL BETTING GUIDE. It’s your key toa 
winning season! 


Call to order toll free: 


CALL TOLL FREE 800-700-9335! 


OR CLIP AND MAIL THE COUPON TODAY! 
Mail to: FOOTBALL BETTING GUIDE 
4102 E. 7th Street, Long Beach, CA 90804 


Yes! Please send me a copy of the 1997 FOOTBALL BETTING GUIDE. 
Enclosed is my check for $3.95, plus $2.00 S & H. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 
STATE, ZIP 


The Game You’d Expect 
From America’s Sport y 


Authority 


PRIZE 


nter by July 19th 
For Only 


$79 


+ Each team will be ranked within its league, division and 
overall by eight statistical categories: 


= Total Scorin Total Receiving Yards 
Pick a team of 20 starters 3 WAYS TO EARN CASH PRIZES Kicker Scoring Receiving Yards Avg. 
using a $30,000,000 salary cap + League (1 in5 earn cash) Total Rushing Yards Total Passing Yards 
* Division (1 in 10 earn more cash) Rushing Yards Avg. Passing Yards Avg. 
ROSTER * Overall (Top 25 earn lots of cash) * The following formula is used to calculate total scoring: 


(Rushing TDs x 6)+(Passing TDs x 3)+(Receiving TDs x 


| in 25 will earn 3)+(Field Goals x 3)+Extra Points+(Other TDs x 6). 


3 Kickers 6 Running Backs 6 Wide Receivers * The average categories are calculated using your team total 


3 Quarterbacks 2 Tight Ends at least $600 Cash completions, carries and receptions. 


* Rankings will be determined by using the Rotisserie®-style 


* Starting team consists of 20 players: 


+ Starting team’s salary cannot exceed the $30,000,000 ranking system. Each team is ranked in league, division and 
salary cap. overall. 

+ Taxi squad consists of any 10 players. * Stats are accumulated weekly for all 20 starting players. 

* Salary cap and position distribution rules do not apply The stat week begins with games played on Thursday and 
for the taxi squad. ends with games played on Monday. 

+ Unlisted players may be placed on your taxi squad. Their * All pro football statistics accumulated by the players on the 
salary will be $750,000. They will be assigned a position ist $25,000 starting team, regardless of what position they play during 
by CDM after Week 1 and may be placed on your 2nd $10,000 the season, contribute to a team’s statistics totals. Special 
starting team for Week 2. 3rd $5,000 team yardage does not count. 

* Taxi squad players’ stats don't contribute to team’s stat totals. 

LEAGUE FORMATION bal ae * Previous stats by a player before he was on your roster do 

WE'LL PLACE YOUR ENTRY IN A LEAGUE AND A DIVISION 6th to 10th $500 not count. 

+ Leagues and divisions are formed on a first-come, 11th to 15th $250 * Aplayer's statistics are added to your team’s statistics totals 
first-served basis. 400 only during the weeks that he is in your starting team. 

+ 25 teams form a league. 10 leagues form a division. bah 4 [ES * Pre-season and play-off statistics do not contribute to your 

+ All teams compete for the overall grand prize. Plus $100 will be awarded to team's statistics totals. 


+ Teams may have many of the same players, but no two the overall leader each week. 2 “ath Ecaremicnrtart - Wieeheaiion 

beginning with week 2 leagues. 

* Overall points are calculated by ranking your team’s statistics 
totals versus all other entries’ in The Sporting News™ 
Fantasy Football Challenge. 


teams with the same roster will be in the same league. 


REPORTS-Catcucatep Every Week! 


+ Receive a five-page report weekly or bi-weekly. You 
automatically receive bi-weekly reports with your entry fee. 
First reports mailed September 10th. 

+ Updated league rosters and top 5 in your division & top 5 


overall sent every 6 weeks. COST TO PLAY 


* Fax service available. Call 1-800-568-6288 for details. $79.00 for an entry postmarked by July 19, 1997. 


p $89.00 for an entry postmarked by Aug. 16, 1997. 
Reports available on the $99.00 for an entry postmarked after August 16, 1997. 


- $79.00 for each additional entry. * The Sporting News™ Fantasy Football Challenge welcomes 

Internet on Tuesday nights $10.00 for reports to be wide ta a second address. entries from around the world. All fees, however, must be 

$10.00 per address per team for reports to be mailed paid with U.S. funds. For Canadian, Mexican and overseas 

ENTRY DEADLINES weekly rather than bi-weekly. i entries, please add $10 to cover additional mailing costs. If 
+ Entries must be phoned or faxed by Sat., Aug. 30, 1997. needed, our toll number is 1-314-991-1511. 

+ Mailed entries must be postmarked no later than Aug.30, TRANSACTION FEES + Player transactions can be made with live 

1997 and received no later than Thursday, Sept. 4, 1997. ._ To make player transactions, a toll-free 800 number commissioners 9 AM - 9 PM Tuesday through Saturday. 

and an account number will be provided. No transactions will be accepted on Sunday or Monday. 


+ You must be 18 years or older to participate. 

* No employees of CDM, Inc., The Sporting News Publishing 
Company, or their families are eligible to play. 

+ CDM, Inc. is a licensee of The Sporting News Publishing 
Company, and is solely responsible for enacting, 


The transaction fees are as follows: 
Any Player move before Aug. 31 (unlimited) .$1 each 
Bye Player Moved In or Out (unlimited)......... $1 each 
Taxi Squad Switch (unlimited) .........:ccccesenes 
New Player Purchase (limit 8) 


Play our On-Line Football TSN Free Agent Acquisition (limit 3) rica) Gus: ree culesiand maimalning the 
Challenge. Select your team, . Bahk alps ed aes foe Saar * CDM, Inc. reserves the right to revise any rules to improve 
make changes and get reports Carel Time in order to be ‘etiactive tor the Tesoming ; ihm patel eh i Price: Seam Sian 
on the Internet. See us at Sunday and Monday games, or by 9 PM CST the day Further vexorian oF all rales will be contained in your 
www.cdmnet.c om/fsi/football preceding any other game (changes for Thursday games Welcome Package. 


must be made by 9pm Wednesday night). + ©Copyright 1993, CDM, Inc. 


1D Player 

1 BONIOL, CHRIS 

2 VINTIERI, ADAM 
3 ELAM, JASON 

4 BLANTON, SCOTT 
5 CARNEY, JOHN 

6 JOHNSON, NORM 
7 CHRISTIE, STEVE 
8 PELFREY, DOUG 
9 ANDERSEN, MORTON 
10 KASAY, JOHN 

11 ANDERSON, GARY 
12 STOVER, MATT 
13 DEL GRECO, AL 
14 STOYANOVICH, PETE 
15 JACKE, CHRIS 

16 HOLLIS, MIKE 

17 HANSON, JASON 
18 BRIEN, DOUG 

19 NEDNEY, JOE 

20 HUSTED, MICHAEL 
21 BUTLER, KEVIN 
22 REVEIZ, FUAD 

23 LOWERY, NICK 
24 JAEGER, JEFF 

25 PETERSON, TODD 
26 DAVIS, GREG 

27 FORD, COLE 

28 DALUISO, BRAD 
29 BLANCHARD, CARY 
30 LOHMILLER, CHIP 
31 BAHR, MATT 

32 WILKINS, JEFF 


ID Player 


101 TESTAVERDE, VINNY 
102 BRUNELL, MARK 
103 FAVRE, BRETT 

104 ELWAY, JOHN 

105 BLAKE, JEFF 

106 MARINO, DAN 

107 YOUNG, STEVE 
108 BANKS, TONY 

109 MITCHELL, SCOTT 
110 BLEDSOE, DREW 
111 FREROTTE, GUS 
112 COLLINS, KERRY 
113 KELLY, JIM 

114 HUMPHRIES, STAN 
115 GEORGE, JEFF 

116 HARBAUGH, JIM 
117 HOSTETLER, JEFF 
118 MOON, WARREN 
119 BROWN, DAVID 
120 MIRER, RICK 

121 EVERETT, JIM 

122 ERICKSON, CRAIG 
123 AIKMAN, TROY 
124 ESIASON, BOOMER 
125 O'DONNELL, NEIL 
126 KRAMER, ERIK 
127 CHANDLER, CHRIS 
128 KRIEG, DAVE 

129 MCNAIR, STEVE 


FANTA 


SY FOOTBALL CHALLENGE 


Player Salaries 
Tight Ends 


TM Salary | 1D Player TM Salary) 1D Player ™ 
PHI 1900 130 DILFER, TRENT © 1B 1180 247 ALSTOTT, MIKE 1B 
NE 1900 131 TOMCZAK, MIKE PIT 1170 248 HARMON, RONNIE HOU 
DEN 1900 |132 FRIESZ, JOHN SEA 1150 249 RHETT, ERRICT TB 
WAS 1860 |133 BEUERLEIN, STEVE CAR 1010 250 BIENIEMY, ERIC CIN 
SD 1830 |134 DRUCKENMILLER, JIM SF 1000 251 ANDERS, KIMBLE KC 
PIT 1800 /135 CUNNINGHAM,R. MIN 890 252 CRAVER, AARON DEN 
BUF 1800 /136 SHULER, HEATH © NO 850 253 CENTERS, LARRY RZ 
CIN. 1780 |137 BONO, STEVE WA 850,254 POTTS, ROOSEVELT IND 
ATL 1760 |138 STEWART, KORDELL PIT © 810 255 HOLMES, DARICK BUF 
CAR 1760 139 GRBAC, ELVIS KC 800 256 BROUSSARD, STEVE SEA 
PHI 1680 /140 PLUMMER, JAKE © ARZ 800 257 BYNER, EARNEST BAL 
BAL 1650 |141 DETMER, TY PHI 770,258 MCELROY, LEELAND ARZ 
HOU 1640 142 PEETE,RODNEY PHI © 760/259 CROCKETT, ZACH IND 
KC 1630 /143 JOHNSON, BRAD © MIN 740 260 HARRIS, RAYMONT CHI 
GB 1610 |144 REICH, FRANK DET 660 261 JOHNSON, ANTHONY CAR 
JAC 1600 262 STEWART, JAMES M MIN 
DET 1560| Running Backs 263 SPIKES, IRVING MIA 
NO 1460 |1D Player TM Salary 264 LOVILLE, DEREK SF 
MIA 1410 |201 SANDERS, BARRY DET 3510 265 MCPHAIL, JERRIS MIA 
TB 1390 |202 DAVIS, TERRELL © DEN 3050 266 HAYDEN, AARON SD 
ARZ 1370 203 SMITH, EMMITT DAL 2680 267 RUSSELL, LEONARD SD 
MIN 1340 |204 WARREN, CHRIS © SEA 2610 |268 FOSTER, BARRY N/A 
NYJ 1250 |205 GEORGE, EDDIE © HOU 2290 |269 MCNAIR, TODD KC 
CHI 1250 |206 MARTIN, CURTIS NE 2020 270 JOHNSON, JOHNNY SF 
SEA 1210 |207 ALLEN, TERRY | WAS 1910 271 LOGAN, MARC SF 
ARZ 1180 (208 KAUFMAN, NAPOLEON RAI 1830 272 THOMAS, RODNEY HOU 
RAI 1180 |209 WATTERS, RICKY PHI 1810 273 WILLIAMS, SHERMAN DAL 
NYG 1160 |210 HEYWARD, CRAIG STL 1750 274 LEE, AMP MIN 
IND 1140 211 ANDERSON, JAMAL ATL 1430 275 COBB, REGGIE  § NYJ 
WA 1140 212 ALLEN, MARCUS KC 1410 276 WHITE, LORENZO BAL 
WA 1120 |213 MORRIS,BYRON BAL 1340 |277 OLIVER, WINSLOW CAR 
STL 1060 |214 THOMAS, THURMAN BUF 1280 (278 ZELLARS,RAY NO 
215 FAULK, MARSHALL IND 1260 279 FLETCHER, TERRELL SD 
TM Salary (21 HILL, GREG KC 1230 280 WAY, CHARLES NYG 
"TY 217 BETTIS, JEROME PIT 1200 |281 GREEN, HAROLD STL 
BAL 3050 218 HOARD, LEROY © MIN 1190 282 MOORE, DERRICK N/A 
JAC 3040/219 SMITH, LAMAR SEA 
GB 2980220 MURRELL, ADRIAN NYJ 
DEN 2900 /221 ABDUL-JABBAR, KARIM MIA 
CIN 2880222 GARNER, CHARLIE PHI 
MIA 2560/223 MEANS, NATRONE JAC 
SF 2410 224 WILLIAMS, HARVEY RAl 
STL 2360/25 SMITH, ANTOWAIN BUF 
DET 2390 226 DUNN, WARRICK TB 
NE  2350/227 ASKA, JOE RAI 
WAS 2340/228 PARMALEE, BERNIE MIA 
CAR 2190229 SMITH, ROBERT — MIN 
BUF 2170/2380 HEARST, GARRISON SF 860 
SD 2100 231 PEGRAM,ERRIC PIT 850 
RAI 2070/232 BATES,MARIO NO 830 
IND 1910 233 LEVENS, DORSEY GB 830 
RA 1870/24 BARBER, TIKI NYG 800 
SEA 1860235 EDWARDS, MARC SF 800 
NYG 1780/236 BENNETT,EDGAR GB 790 
CHI 1480 237 STEWART, JAMEST JAC 790 
NO 1460 238 GREEN, ROBERT CHI 790 
NWA 1440/2389 KIRBY, TERRY SF 780 
DAL 1410 /240 JOHNSON, LESHON ARZ 770 


HOU 


1400 241 
1290 242 
1270 | 243 
1230 | 244 
1220 | 245 
1210 |246 


PHILLIPS, LAWRENCE STL 
WALKER, HERSCHEL DAL 


MITCHELL, BRIAN WAS 


HAMPTON, RODNEY NYG 
SALAAM, RASHAAN CHI 
FLOYD, WILLIAM = SF 


LindyCollege |. Team Owner Information 


Name 
Team Name 
Address 
City 

Phone 
MC/VISA 


$99 Challenge Entry ($79 or $89 if early) 
Quantity__ x $79.00 = 
Quantity 
Additional Address Quantity 


Additional Entries 
Weekly Reporis 


TOTAL PAYMENT 


* $10.00 « 
x $10.00 = 


Have you played a TSN Challenge before? 
lf yes, account number: 


—_ Se E_ 


Fantasy 


Sports 


VISA 


1D Player 
650 |401 SHARPE, SHANNON 
650 402 COATES, BEN 
640 403 DILGER, KEN 
630 404 DUNN, JASON 
590 |405 MCGEE, TONY 
580 |406 WALLS, WESLEY 
580 407 JONES, BRENT 
550 408 GONZALEZ, TONY 
510 409 LEFLEUR, DAVID 
510 |410 MITCHELL, PETE 
500 411 HARRIS, JACKIE 
500 412 JACKSON, KEITH 
480 |413 CHMURA, MARK 
450 |414 GREEN, ERIC 
450 415 MITCHELL, JOHNNY 
420 416 JONES, FREDDIE 
400 417 ALLRED, JOHN 
400 |418 DUDLEY, RICKEY 
390 419 ASHER, JAMIE 
390 420 NOVACEK, JAY 
390 421 DRAYTON, TROY 
380 |422 KINCHEN, BRIAN 
380 |423 JOHNSON, LONNIE 
370 |424 WEST, ED 
350 |425 FAURIA, CHRISTIAN 
330 |426 PIERCE, AARON 
330 |427 CROSS, HOWARD 
320 |428 COOPER, ADRIAN 
320 |429 BYARS, KEITH 
310 |430 GLOVER, ANDREW 
310 431 WYCHECK, FRANK 
300 432 PUPUNU, ALFRED 
290 | 433 POPSON, TED 
280 434 CASH, KERRY 
260 |435 SMITH, IRV 


250 1436 BRUENER, MARK 


TM Salary) 10 


JAC 


PIT 


Officially 
Licensed 
Product 
of the 
National 


Wide Receivers 
Player TM Salary 1D Player ™ 
DEN 1950 501 RICE, JERRY SF 2010 558 BLACKWELL, WILL PIT 
NE 1670) 502 ELLARD, HENRY WAS 1920 559 KENT, JOEY HOU 
IND 1390) 503 ALEXANDER, DERRICK BAL 1850 560 LOCKETT, KEVIN KC 
PHI 1280) 504 REED, JAKE MIN 1810 | 561 MCCARDELL, KEENAN JAC 
CIN 1210) 505 MOORE, HERMAN DET 1770 562 TIMPSON, MICHAEL CHI 
CAR 1180) 506 GALLOWAY, JOEY SEA 1740 563 OWENS, TERRELL SF 
SF 1120) 507 IRVIN, MICHAEL DAL 1740 | 564 SMALL, TORRANCE NO 
KC 1000) 508 SMITH, JIMMY JAC 1720 | 565 ISMAIL, RAGHIB CAR 
DAL 1000 509 KENNISON, EDDIE STL 1630 566 SHERRARD, MIKE DEN 
980, 510 BROWN, TIM RAI 1630 567 MILLS, ERNIE CAR 
930) 511 FRYAR, IRVING PHI 1610 | 568 WESTBROOK, MICHAEL WAS 
930) 512 BRUCE, ISAAC STL 1610 | 569 BEEBE, DON GB 
870 513 SANDERS, CHRIS HOU 1580 570 SHEPHERD, LESLIE WAS 
860 514 MILLER, ANTHONY DEN 1570 571 CHREBET, WAYNE NYJ 
850) 515 FREEMAN, ANTONIO GB 1500 572 BAILEY, AARON —IND 
800/516 MARTIN, TONY SD 1500 573 MUHAMMAD, MUHSIN CAR 
800! 517 PICKENS, CARL CIN 1460 574 BROOKS, BILL WAS 
710) 518 GRAHAM, JEFF NYJ 1420 | 575 WILSON, CHARLES 1B 
590) 519 MOORE, ROB ARZ 1330 | 576 HILL, RANDAL MIA 
590520 SCOTT, DARNAY CIN. 1290 | 577 WILLIAMS, CALVIN. BAL 
430) 521 CONWAY, CURTIS CHI 1250 578 WILLIAMS, KEVIN DAL 
400| 522 REED, ANDRE BUF 1250 579 SLAUGHTER, WEBSTERNYJ 
360) 523 GLENN, TERRY NE 1230 | 580 JEFFIRES, HAYWOOD NO 
350) 524 PERRIMAN, BRETT DET 1230 581 TASKER, STEVE BUF 
340) 525 JACKSON, MICHAEL BAL 1150 582 TURNER, FLOYD BAL 
330| 526 THIGPEN, YANCEY PIT 1130 583 HOWARD, DESMOND RAI 
330| 527 MATHIS, TERANCE ATL 1120 584 DAWSEY, LAWRENCE MIA 
300) 528 CARTER, CHRIS MIN 1090 | 585 COPELAND, HORACE TB 
300) 529 HAYNES, MICHAEL NO 1070 | 586 DAWSON, LAKE KC 
290/530 BROOKS, ROBERT GB 1070 587 STOKES, J.J. SF 
290, 531 JOHNSON, KEYSHAWN NYJ 1060 | 588 MOULDS, ERIC BUF 
280| 532 EARLY, QUINN BUF 1060 | 589 SEAY, MARK PHI 
250 533 SANDERS, FRANK ARZ 1050 | 590 JETT, JAMES RAI 
240| 534 CARRIER, MARKJ CAR 1040 591 PRITCHARD, MIKE SEA 
230) 535 EMANUEL, BERT ATL 1030 592 HAWKINS, COURTNEY TB 
230' 536 HARRISON, MARVIN IND 1010 593 MARTIN, KELVIN DAL 
537 HILLIARD, IKE NYG 1000 594 HASTINGS, ANDRE PIT 
538 GREEN, YATIL MIA 1000 595 ENGRAM, BOBBY CHI 
539 CARRUTH, RAE CAR 1000 | 596 VANOVER, TAMARICK KC 
540 ANTHONY, REIDEL TB 1000 597 COPELAND, RUSSELL N/A 
541 BLADES, BRIAN SEA 990 698 COLEMAN, ANDRE SD 
542 DAWKINS, SEAN IND 980 | 599 LEWIS, THOMAS NYG 
543 CALLOWAY, CHRIS NYG 970 600 RUSSELL, DERRICK HOU 
544 RISON, ANDRE GB 970 601 MCCAFFREY, ED DEN 
545 BARNETT, FREO MIA 960 | 602 HOBBS, DARYL _—~RA 
545 HARPER, ALVIN TB 950 | 603 BIRDEN, JJ ATL 
547 JOHNSON, CHARLES PIT 890 604 JORDAN, CHARLES MIA 
548 JEFFERSON, SHAWN NE 880 605 PROEHL, RICKY CHI 
549 JONES, CHRIS PHI 870 | 606 TILLMAN, CEDRIC § NYG 
550 MCDUFFIE, 0.J. MIA 870 607 MORGAN, ANTHONY GB 
551 ANDERSON, WILLIE IND 870 608 INGRAM, MARK PHI 
552 BRISBY, VINCENT NE 860 609 STILL, BRYAN SD 
553 ISMAIL, QADRY MIN 860 610 TOOMER, AMANI NYG 
554 DAVIS, WILLIE HOU 850 611 PENN, CHRIS KC 
555 MORTON, JOHNNIE DET 830 | 612 LACHAPELLE, SEAN KC 
556 GREEN, WILLIE DEN 820 | 613 MOORE, WILL NE 
557 METCALF, ERIC ATL 810 614 JACKSON, WILLIE JAC 
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1.Tennessee | 
| Time for the Vols to Pey Up or Shut Up | 


TE DP Sa eee 


Coach Phillip Fulmer’s veteran team is a lot offensive coordinators as concerned as defensive coordinators are with Manning. 

more than Peyton Manning and a bunch of co —_—Big:play athletes like cornerback Terry Fair, end Jonathan Brown and linebacker Al 

lege buddies he wanted to hang out with for Wilson dot a lineup that ranked fifth in the country in 1996 (237 yards, 14.3 

another year. Tennessee has flirted with this points a game). 

kind of climb in the past, but never has been THE BAD NEWS: Wel, there’s a trip to a litle place called The 

able to stand the altitude. Manning, though, Swamp on Sept. 20. Nixon was president the last time Tennessee won at Florida, and the 
will fill the can-do role of championship quarterback the way Florida’s Danny Wuerf- Gators have abused the Vols for an astounding 138 points in whippin’ up on ‘em three times 
fel, Nebraska's Tommie Frazier and Florida State’s Charlie Ward have in recent there in the ‘90s. Although now 52-9-1 under Fulmer, the pressure has become immense to 
years — but with the big-time pro talent that has turned him into the college not only beat Florida, and to win the SEC title, but to win “em all. It’s sort of, “If not now, 
game's brightest star since Georgia’s Herschel Walker 15 years ago. when?” Visits to UCLA on Sept. 6 and Alabama on Oct. 18 are not automatic victories. And, 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Tennessee defense might actually be we didn’t want to mention this, but what happens if Manning ... um, well, uh... gets hurt? 

better than the offense. Because of his midseason knee injury, Leonard Little’s OUR CALL: Although it has been 41 years since Tennessee has spent 
return to UT was much less ballyhooed than Manning's, but is almost as significant. as much as one week atop the polls, we can’t see any fangible reason this team 
He’s one of the most unblockable players in college football, and will keep opposing can’t make the hyperleap through that invisible ceiling. 


A GOOD OL’ BOY FROM KENTUCKY 
HAS YOUR BOWL TICKETS. 


Evan Williams” wants to send you and a companion to the 1998 Super Bowl! That's right, the Kentucky good ol’ boy with 
more age and more proof than most other bourbons gives you the chance to win an all expense-paid trip to the Super Bow!! 
Just look for details on display wherever you buy Evan Williams. 


With more age and proof, Evan Williams carries all the smooth, full-bodied flavor only a leisurely stay in oak ie. |, s 
barrels can give. And Evan Williams sponsors Lindy’s Crystal Ball, so before you sit down to pore over the SS Stwaignt ) 
predictions, why not pour yourself a drink of good old Evan Williams? 5 

“Super Bowl” is a registered trademark of the National Football League. More Age. More Proof. ~~ 


Evan Williams Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey. Bottled by Old Evan Williams Distillery, Bardstown, KY 40004 45% Alc./Vol. ©1997 * Since 1 783 
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Irish smile as Davie takes over 


Long considered a great head-coaching candidate, Bob Davie gets no time to 
serve an apprenticeship in an out-of-the-way program. Considering the talent across 
the field, he might just prove worthy of his heady new assignment. 

THE GOOD NEWS: There is no better group of offensive line- 
men in the country, and much-maligned Ron Powlus is back to play quarterback in 
an offense that should be better suited to his not-insignificant skills. The 15 return- 
ing starters offer more experience with more quality depth than Notre Dame has 
had in recent years. 

THE BAD NEWS: The head coach is brand new, the linebackers 
(other than star Kory Minor) are brand new, and the schedule includes some major 
obstacles (read: trips to Ann Arbor and Baton Rouge). 

OUR CALL: With the newly expanded stadium ready to seat nearly 
80,000, more people will watch ND drive to the Orange Bowl. 


% Cornhuskers won’t go away 


After the best game in Arizona State history and the gutsiest call in Texas 
memory left Nebraska's football program broken and battered at just 11-2, what's 
left in Lincoln? Only a team with a nearly unstoppable offense, a dominating 
defense, and a schedule that has two tough trips and a bunch of speed bumps. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The O-line and backs are of typical 
Nebraska quality, and QB Scott Frost should be improved from an up-and-down junior 
season. End Grant Wistrom leads a nice blend of run-stoppers and QB-poppers, as 
players who accounted for more than 50 tackles behind the line return from 1996. 

THE BAD NEWS: An eally trip to Washington and a late trip to 
Colorado will not be easy. The secondary will be young, which might mean it is sus- 
ceptible to giving up some big plays. 

OUR CALL: A national title is not out of the question, with at least 
nine wins virtually ensured for the 29th straight year. 


2 
® iC 
& Which spot in Top 5 This Year? 


No secret fo the success in Tallahassee, where Saint Bobby and the Barbarians 
have finished in the Top 5 a preposterous 10 years in a row. The key ingredient is 
talent and speed, which Bowden and college football's best staff recruits well, 
coaches well, and wins with. The 1997 edition will be no different. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Linebacker Sam Cowart, the team’s defen- 


sive MVP in 1995, is back from a knee injury that cost him 1996, and is seen as 
one of the most imposing players in the country. QB Thad Busby got his rookie 
uncertainties out of the way last year, and fine backs and receivers will help him 
look good. 

THE BAD NEWS: North Corolina is for real, and FSU must go to 
Chapel Hill to re-establish ACC dominance Nov. 8, in addition to road games at Southern 
Cal, Clemson, Virginia and Florida. And don’t forget the annual joust with Miami. 

OUR CALL: As usual, plan on an Alliance Bowl. 


10. Linpy’s FoorsAu ANNUALS 


Time for a dream season? 


The defense is the one by which all others were measured last year, and nine 
starters are back. The offense has more big-play guys than some leagues. The 
schedule is tough enough to earn national respect, but is well-positioned for a 12- 
game long winning streak. Here come the Tor Heels: Of all Top 10 teams, North 
Carolina has the most experience and best schedule for a run at the Orange Bowl. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Nobody throws on these guys, and even 
fewer teams run on them. QB Chris Keldorf’s wrecked ankle looks healed enough 
for optimism among the nation’s No. 1 group of receivers. Best of all: Florida State 
must visit Kenan Stadium (Nov. 8). 

THE BAD NEWS: Really big games. They've played in few, won 
none, even in last year’s 10-2 season. There’s no getting around them. 

OUR CALL: We'd love to pick them No. 1, but we just can’t as long 
as Florida State is hovering over the ACC. Sorry. 


~ ‘Steve Superior’ has D, too 


Confidence? Arrogance? Whatever it is, Stevie Football and the Gators have 
become viewed as the insufferable black hats of the 1990s. And after saying good- 
bye to two first-round picks and the Heisman Trophy winner, they get the chance to 
prove that they are untouchable no matter who is throwing the ball. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Offense has become automatic under 
Spurrier. It is the defensive personnel and personality — which is better than ever, 
especially up front — that has elevated the program. 

THE BAD NEWS: Sure, it might be the inexperience of new QB 
Doug Johnson, or a schedule that has superpowers Tennessee and Florida State. But 
as a marked program in the eyes of opposing players and coaches, the Gators really 
can’t afford missteps anymore. 

OUR CALL: Johnson will be fine, which means the Sept. 20 game 
against Tennessee is the main thing between the Gators and the Orange Bowl. 


gram Buckeyes keep getting younger 


They can’t keep doing this con they? OSU loses players to the NFL at a more rapid 
pace than anybody, but coach John Cooper just keeps churning ‘em out. The dual quar- 
terback situation is either good or bad, depending on where you sit: But something 
good usually happens with either Joe Germaine or Stanley Jackson back there. 


THE GOOD NEWS: With young players like linebacker Andy 
Katzenmoyer, safety Damon Moore, guard Rob Murphy, receiver David Boston, these 
guys just come in waves. The schedule starts softly, which allows for maturing. 

THE BAD NEWS: Itis impossible to replace 14 starters, includ- 
ing two of the top three players picked by the NFL (juniors Orlando Pace and Shawn 
Springs), and five other selections. Penn State, Michigan State and Michigan make 
for tough road games. 

OUR CALL: The competitive balance of the Big Ten will help propel 
the Buckeyes back to the Rose Bowl. 


Picks ¢ picks ¢ picks « picks ¢ picks 
LSU 


Reaching for another giant step 


& 


Give Joe Paterno the choice, and he’d probably take Kerry Collins, but it isn’t 
as though he hasn't been able to win over the years with less-feted quarterbacks 
like Mike McQueary. In fact, it sometimes seems as though the coach is more in his 
comfort zone with outstanding running backs and a workmanlike quarterback, 
which is what he has this season. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Nittony Lions are well-stocked at run- 
ning back, with Curtis Enis leading the way, and there appears to be a resurgence of 
Linebacker U, with budding star Brandon Short moving to the inside to team with 
veterans Jim Nelson and Aaron Collins. The defensive front is imposing. 

THE BAD NEWS: The kicking game and offensive line, tradition- 
ally Penn State strong points, are largely question marks. 

OUR CALL: The defense will allow for some low-scoring victories, 
and the Nittany Lions will take them that way. 


Mp 


The Buffs made the transition from the Bill McCartney era to the Rick 
Neuheisel era successfully, posting a 20-4 record under the successor, and are one 
of only four teams in the country with three straight Top 10 seasons (FSU, 
Nebraska, Florida). Even with new starters filling in for 1996 stars at many key 
positions, they're positioned to show their broad depth of talent and do it again. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Quarterback is almost typical of the 
replacement system in place. Although star Koy Detmer is off to the NFL, John 
Hessler is fully capable of leading the team successfully: He lit it up in place of the 
injured Detmer in 1995. 

THE BAD NEWS: The Buffs are one of the few teams in the Big 
12 that has to face the best programs in both the North and South — Texas, 
Texas A&M, Kansas State and Nebraska — and add a trip to Michigan to that lst. 

OUR CALL: The only Big 12 team capable of upending Nebraska. 


Paterno needs no excuse to 


Buffs grow roots in the Top 10 


Climbing back into big picture 


Coach Jim Lambright has done o nice job of leading his program from the depths 
of probation back to within reach of the Rose Bowl. Are they a Top 10 team? They 
should find out in the first month, facing BYU, Nebraska and Arizona State. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The offensive line rates with the best in 
the country, and the Huskies have their most complete cast of players at the skill 
positions since the 1991 national championship season. Other than the opener at 
BYU, virtually all of the other big games of the season are at Husky Stadium. 

THE BAD NEWS: There are still some serious depth problems, 
particularly at quarterback, running back and in the secondary. Young linebackers 
are being counted upon mightily. 

OUR CALL: The relative mediocrity of the Pac-10 makes Washington 
look like a drop-dead favorite for Pasadena. 


Last year was supposed to be a building season, and the Tigers wound up win- 
ning 10 games. What does that portend for this year? Well, as much progress as 
LSU has made, let’s not forget that it lost to Florida (56-13) and Alabama (26-0) 
by 69 points. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Coach Gerry DiNardo needs to find only 
three new starters on each side of the ball (18 back, including kickers). Seven 
games are in Tiger Stadium, and three of the four road games are easy wins. 

THE BAD NEWS: There's not a lot of margin for error to match 
or improve upon 1996. The trip to ‘Bama is always a problem, and home foes 
include Auburn, Florida and Notre Dame. 

OUR CALL: The continued emergence of Herb Tyler as a complete 
QB, balancing the running threat of spectacular Kevin Faulk, ought to get the Tigers 
into the SEC championship game. 


miami Is that a breeze picking up? 


While the Hurricanes struggled through some lean years, the Big East Confer- 
ence seemed to run in place. Now, Miami is ready to start sprinting again, and it 
looks like it will pull away from the rest of the league. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The backfield is stocked with a half-dozen 
runners capable of putting some power back into a ground game that has been 
comatose for most of three years. The coaching staff wants more of a physical 
attack, but ‘Canes also can go deep with QB Ryan Clement and fine wideouts. 

THE BAD NEWS: The defense has a good enough starting unit, 
but the difference-makers (Kenard Lang, Tremain Mack) went to the NFL early and 
the depth drops off the table. 

OUR CALL: The Top 10 is attainable, especially with the Big East 
schedule, but there is still some reconstruction necessary before the ‘Canes are back 
as national championship contenders. 


SSS ee 
‘Horns ready to hook ’em? 


It took John Mackovic's gutsy fourth-down call and James Brown's great roll: 
out pass against Nebraska to indicate that the Longhorns are for real again. And 
with some key big-play athletes returning, Texas is ready to take another step up. 

THE GOOD NEWS: This is one of the few teams that wel- 
comes back its entire starting offensive and defensive lines. That should enable 
Brown and tailback Ricky Williams to operate effectively, and take some pressure 
off a young secondary. The schedule offers a shot at 6-0 before Colorado visits in 
something of a BIG 12 North-South showdown. 

THE BAD NEWS: They’te starting over in the secondary, replac- 
ing four multiyear starters at once. Although the schedule suggests 9-11 wins, the 
Longhorns haven't proven they can win when they're supposed to win. 

OUR CALL: The Big 12 South is theirs for the taking, but can they 
put fogether a full season for a change? 
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“ve Rugged schedule may limit rise 


Even though the Wolverines have had fun wrecking Ohio State’s national 
championship hopes, Michigan fans are anxious to see coach Lloyd Carr's team re- 
establish those kind of goals for themselves, following successive four-loss seasons. 

THE GOOD NEWS: There's lots of experience led by perhaps 
the nation’s No. 1 player in comerback/receiver Charles Woodson. The Wolverines’ 
defense is loaded. 

THE BAD NEWS: The O-line has a lot of shuffling going on, and 
the QBs and RBs have been inconsistent. The schedule is brutal (eight 1996 bow! 
teams), with Big Ten “misses” being also-ans Illinois and Purdue. September non- 
conference foes including Colorado and Notre Dame. 

OUR CALL: Even if the veteran Wolverines show some glimpses of 
greatness early, they can’t be expected to break through into national contention 
against this schedule. 


Welcome DuBose... you better win 


New coach Mike DuBose got his dream job, but the honeymoon won't last 
long: A fast start won't move the fan’s meter, since the Tide almost always starts 5- 
0 or better. He's got only 10 returning starters and must get a young offensive line 
(three sophomores) and all new starting linebackers to play like vets. 

THE GOOD NEWS: At 63-11-1 on the field over the past six 
seasons, Bama knows how to win, whether or not the players ore returning starters. 
Few teams have as many quality RBs, and DuBose promises to give more than lip 
service to the offense. Auburn is the only road foe without a losing record in ‘96. 

THE BAD NEWS: Lots of new starters, and the depth is feeling 
the effects of the NCAA-imposed scholarship reductions. 

OUR CALL: As usual, a soft early schedule will allow Alabama to 
build momentum, although the Tide will be hard-pressed to win its fifth SEC West 
title in six years. 


Timing is right to shock the pack 


In the age of parity (if that’s what this is), a program like Stanford, with its 
high academic standards serving as more of a recruiting plus than a minus, will 
make some serious gains at times. And this is one of those times. Coach Tyrone 
Willingham has instilled a can-do, aggressive approach, and 14 returning starters 
— including a complete set of skillposition players — helps. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Quarterback Chad Hutchinson improved 
virtually every week as a redshirt freshman, leading the way to five-straight wins at 
the end of last season. Washington is not the schedule. 

THE BAD NEWS: Non-conference opponents include Top 5 
teams North Carolina and Notre Dame .... although at this stage, those are mostly 
“opportunity games,” anyway. 

OUR CALL: With Hutchinson and his offensive options along with a 
stout-enough defense, Stanford is well-positioned for an end run at the Rose Bowl. 


J 
BYU Burr in Bow! Alliance saddle 


Here’s the funny thing: After their 14-win season, all the Cougars really lack is 
a quarterback. Much like Florida, that could turn out to be no problem at all in such 
a well-constructed offensive system. Plus, the RBs and O-line are better than ever. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Nine, count ‘em, nine starters are back on 
the defensive side of the ball, where BYU was clearly the best unit in the league in 
1995. The schedule offers high-profile games against Washington and Arizona 
State early. 

THE BAD NEWS: Will the new quarterback (whoever it is) be 
able to get the most out of the offense? Playing in the weak Mountain Division, the 
schedule again will make it difficult to gain national respect. 

OUR CALL: If BYU gets past Washington in the season-opener, be 
prepared for another seasonong controversy over whether the Cougars deserve a 
Bowl Alliance spot. 


AL 
w=” Glass half-full or half-empty? 


A couple of ways to view the ‘96 Tigers (8-4). They should have beaten LSU, 
Alabama (losses that totaled 5 points) and Georgia (overtime), and wound up 10-1 
and getting a rematch with Florida in the SEC championship game. But then, they 
were lucky to get past South Carolina, NE Louisiana and Army, so maybe they 
shouldn’t have been .500. Either way, they aren’t boring, 

THE GOOD NEWS: few teams in the country have as 
much experience (19 returning starters, including kickers), so coach Terry 
Bowden’s club could be poised for big things. Dameyune Craig is terrific double- 
threat quarterback. 

THE BAD NEWS: With all the talent on the roster, too much of 
it has been stuck in the “underachiever” category. 

OUR CALL: With only two senior starters penciled in on defense, the 
Tigers should continue to improve ... into 1998. 


Hawks poised for another run 


A lineup stocked with experience and all-star candidates in virtually every 
position group suggests that the Howkeyes — who have won 12 of their past 
15 games — can play with anybody again. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Matt Sherman is the most veteran of Big 
Ten signal-callers, while wideout Tim Dwight and tailback Tavian Banks are game- 
breakers. Penn State is off the schedule, so the Nittany Lions have to wait to try to 
extract revenge from 1996. 

THE BAD NEWS: Both the offensive and defensive lines 
needs some tinkering, and Banks better not get hurt — the lack of depth at tail 
back is frightening. Trips to Ohio State and Michigan in midseason are never appeal- 
ing, and tough Wisconsin and Northwestern are the other two Big Ten road games. 

OUR CALL: A soft non-league slate creates a shot at a 10-win seo- 
son, and postseason plans may be defined by mid-October. 


picks ¢ picks « picks ¢ picks e picks 


ASU<< When young team isn’t so young 

Bruce Snyder has been building gradually. So while the Sun Devils lost most of 
the top players from their 1996 dream, this season will tell us how much progress 
the program has made. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Although only five players are listed as 
retuming starters on offense and five on defense, each side of the ball has regulars 
at seven positions, and if hard-hitting safety Mitchell Freedman gets his act together 
and rejoins the team, the defense should be fine. Special teams could be dynamite. 

THE BAD NEWS: Even with a nationathigh eight players drafted 
by the NFL, if it wasn’t for miracle-making quarterback Jake Plummer, the Devils 
looked pretty much like a 7-4 team last year. Now Plummer’s gone, seven others 
were drafted, and veteran Freedman was tossed off the team in the spring. 

OUR CALL: Learning on the fly against BYU and Miami, by season's 
end, Devils will get to their second bowl in 10 years. 


Stl 
ACC elite must risk Death Valley 


Now with four recruiting classes under him, coach Tommy West pretty much 
has his own roster in place, so it’s time to make a move. And it looks like the 
Tigers are ready to make it, behind fine RB Raymond Priester and devastating LB 
Anthony Simmons. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Priester rates as one of the most punishing 
runners in the country, and a veteran line should help him to maybe 1,500 yards. 
All of the ACC’s big boys (Florida State, Virginia and North Carolina) have to visit 
Death Valley. Tigers are glad 1996 is over, with all of its bad off-he-field news. 

THE BAD NEWS: Piesteris nails, but until Clemson shows 
some offensive balance and consistency, nothing will come easy. Enter new coordi- 
nator Steve Ensminger to tackle that task. 

OUR CALL: Tiger Paw Nation appears to be headed for another bow! 
game, and might even win one for a change. 


a Fifth straight nine-win season? 


No flukes here, anymore. Yes, year in, year out, the Wildcats play one of the 
lamest non-conference schedules in the country. But they win all of the games they 
should win — every one of them — and they have played Nebraska and Col 
orado tough, too. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Stats like offensive tackle Ryan Young, 
and linebackers Mark Simoneau and Travis Ochs indicate that the roster is maturing 
and coach Bill Snyder's annual recruiting efforts are providing quality depth. 

THE BAD NEWS: The strength of the team through the growth 
period in the “90s has been the secondary . .. which suddenly is a weakness, with 
inexperience abound. 

OUR CALL: {K-State opens the league season with an October 
trifecta of Nebraska, Missouri and Texas A&M, which will tell a whole bunch about 
this team. 


Following X-factor McNabb 


Not long ago, ranking Syracuse in the preseason Top 25 delighted Orange 
fans ... but expectations have outstretched realistic considerations. Coach Paul 
Pasqualoni is being held to those expectations, however unrealistic, 

THE GOOD NEWS: Donovan McNabb gives the Orangemen an 
X-factor that has them in any and every game, and the offense looks just as explo- 
sive as last year’s unit. 

THE BAD NEWS: The defense has been disappointing in big 
games, and with the loss of some key components of last year’s team, it might get 
worse before it gets better. Consider that leading rusher Tebucky Jones was 
switched to defense, where the Orange needs the help. 

OUR CALL: The Orangemen continue to reside in the upper end of 
the Big East, but that doesn’t have much punch these days ... and it might not be 
enough for Pasqualoni’s future there. 


v ™ Great Dayne leads the way 


Coach Barry Alvarez is no dummy: Nobody can tackle burly tailback Ron 
Dayne, so Alvarez decided that until they show they can, the Badgers would just 
keep giving the ball to the big kid. Chances are, opponents will figure out some- 
thing, but that's when Alvarez, offensive coordinator Brad Childress and quarterback 
Mike Samuel will look for more big plays out of a fine group of receivers. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Dayne is back, and so is most of the 
defense that was solid in several 1996 games. Playing Syracuse in the Kickoff Clas- 
sic offers a chance for national respect early. 

THE BAD NEWS lhe great O-line that led Dayne to five 200- 
yard games is almost all gone (four new starters). A fast start is mandatory: A 
Michigan-Penn State parlay looms Nov. 15-22. 

OUR CALL: Winners of five of their last six games last season, the 
Badgers can continue that roll early. 


Must return to physical attack 


The Trojans have not shown enough fight, which is what coach John Robinson 
considers Job 1. Florida State in the season-opener is a double-edged opportunity 
that could set the tone — either way — for the rest of USC’s season. 

THE GOOD NEWS: There is so much athleticism on this team 
in players like Daylon McCutcheon, Chris Claiborne, R. Jay Soward, Brian Kelly and 
Chad Morton, if the Trojans can merely find their level of consistency commensurate 
with their talent, they can surprise big-time. 

THE BAD NEWS: Although the whole O-line returns (plus 1995 
starter Phelan Pounds), it was lousy most of last season. A new QB necessitates a 
physical rushing attack, which has been missing for a decade. 

OUR CALL: Florida State, Notre Dame, UCLA ... win two of 
the three and Robinson's goals of returning to the upper echelon are close to 
being realized. Q 


ranking the teams 


POTENTIAL CHAMPIONS | 


1. Tennessee 

2. Notre Dame _ 
3. Nebraska 

4, Florida State 
5. North Carolina_ 
6. Florida 

7. Ohio State 

8. Penn State 

9. Colorado 


THE POWERS THAT BE 


12 Washington 
11. LSU 
= Miami, Fla_ 
13. Texas ‘ 
14. Michigan 
15. Alabama 
16. Stanford 
17. Brigham Young 
18. Auburn 
19. lowa 
90. Arizona State 
21. Clemson 
92. Kansas State 
93. Syracuse 
24. Wisconsin 
25. Southern California 
96. Virginia Tech 
27. Southern Mississippi 
98, este = 


31 , Seon 


GOOD SHOT AT A BOWL 


32. Colorado State 
33. Michigan State 
34. South Carolina 

. Maryland 
36. Northwestern 
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37. East Carolina 


39, “Arizona 
40. San Diego State 


41. Cincinnati 
_42. Georgia Tech 
_43. Missouri 
44, West Virginia 
45. Texas Tech 
__ 46. Oklahoma 
COULD SURPRISE 
eS ee ee ee) 
Al. Louisville 


55. ealkoniia 

56. Air Force 

57. Houston 

58. Army _ 

59. Illinois 

60. Minnesota 
61. Boston College 


62. Oklahoma State 


North Carolina State 
67. Kentuck 
Purdue 
69. Memphis 
70. Indiana 


COMPETITIVE AT BEST 


71. Toledo 
72. Oregon State 
73. lowa State 
74, Baylor 


75. Ball State 

76. Duke 
_ FT. salsa: 

78. Wake Forest 
79. SMU 

80. Vanderbilt 

ie 

82. UNLV 


IN THE TOP 100. 


83. Tulane 
84. Wyomins 
85. Utah State 

86. Central Florida 

87. Fresno State 

88. Idaho 

89. Louisiana Tech 

90. New Mexico 

91. North Texas 

92. Southwestern Louisiana 
93. Rutgers 
94, UTEP 
95. Northeast Louisiana 
96. Central Michigan 
97. Miami, Ohio: 
98. Temple 
99, Eastern Michigan 
100. San Jose State 


art 


THE BOTTOM DOZEN 


101. Marshall 

102. Hawaii 

103. Ohio 

104. Bowling Green 
105. Boise State 
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| 
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106. Western Michigar 
107. New Mexico State 
108. Arkansas State 
109. Akron 

110. UAB 

111. Kent _ 


112. Northern Illinois 
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INTEGRITY, CLASS & PROFESSIONALISM: 


Youll Find It ALL at Galaxy Sportsbook 


by BUZZ DALY 
publisher of “Players Guide” 


CURACAO — THE OFFsHoRE SPORTSBOOK 
industry has taken a quantum leap forward 
over the past few years. One of the emerging 
leaders of this growing field is located in 
Curacao, Netherlands Antilles, and offers 
Class, sophistication and service that's rare to 
find in the world of wagering. 


If it's ethics and legitimacy you're looking for, 


look no further than GALAXY SPORTSBOOK. 


“Due to the strict requirements of our license, 
our records are under a great deal of regulato- 
ry scrutiny. Further requirements mandate all 
wagers must be made against a pre-funded 
deposit account which is maintained at the 
Bank of ING in escrow for our clientele,” says 
Chester Hunter, C.E.0. of Galaxy Sportsbook. 
“Additionally we are required to maintain a 
large account of our own funds in relation to 
our exposure. This not only secures our 
Clients deposits but virtually guarantees 
payment of their winnings. If! don’t adhere to 
the license requirements, | lose it.” 


Sounds like security to me! 


RIGHT—Sabine, just one of the 
many friendly Galaxy Sportsbook 
Client Service Representatives. 


“Opening an aocountiseasy,Justcaltne —a\ 
toll-free Galaxy Hotline for answers to va | 


For More Terantion: Contact The Galaxy Hotline at 1-800-846-8968 
www.dalaxysports 


ADVERTISEMENT 


common questions as well as instructions o 
on how to immediately open your deposit 7S 
account. You will be instructed by a a 4 
Courteous and knowledgeable client services 2 
rep on the various procedures. (By the way,! 


was impressed by professionalism | encoun- 
tered with each call.) 


Your secure and 


confidential account will allow us to ‘Bring Las 
Vegas to YOU’ via a telephone from the 
privacy of your home or office,” says Jerry 
Branca, Managing Director. “Now you can 
place your bets safely knowing that your 
winnings are only a phone call away.” 


The services | found most attractive were: 


* Prompt attention to payout requests 
° Toll Free Calling 
* Free schedules and wagering guide to 
active clients 
* Galaxy is fully computerized 
* All transactions are recorded 
* All money transfer fees are paid 
e Las Vegas odds or better 
¢ High limits 
* Open early, close late, 365 days/yr 
* Client transactions confidential 


ABOVE—Galaxy § free brochure details all 
their services, as well as the many advantages 
of “Bringing Las Vegas to YOU.” 


Ticket Writers Handbook which showed me 
how serious Galaxy is towards providing the 
best service available. 


If you wager on sports, you owe it to yourself 
to give Galaxy a call. It's a name you'll be 
hearing for a long time to come. 


Py 4 Valy 


Buzz Daly, “Players Guide” 


| was also impressed by the 
comprehensive wagering guide 
which is sent to all clients. It 
covers all the rules and regulations 
as well as all the types of sports 
and wagers offered. Additionally, 


J 


a 


>, | was provided a copy of the 


com 
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0 appreciate how much LSU cov- 
eted prep tailback Kevin Faulk back 
in December of 1994, consider 
coach Gerry DiNardo’s first act after his 
introductory press conference nearly three 
years ago. 
As soon as DiNardo finished speaking, 
he hopped in a car and rode the nearly 70 
miles west to Carencro, La., where Faulk 
had recently finished the exploits that made 
him one of the nation’s most highly touted 
high school players. 
“He was a symbol of how important 
the Louisiana high school football player is 


‘ 
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LSU JUNIOR TAILBACK KEVIN FAULK 
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to this program,” 
DiNardo said. 


In the years since 


NAME 
PEYTON M/ 


7AUL 


RON DAYNE 


D’WAYNE BATES Sr 6-2 211 


PHIL SAVOY 


HT WI 
6-5 222 
5-10 192 
5-10 261 


COLLEGE 
Tennessee 
Louisiana State 
Wisconsin 
Northwestern 


Sr 6-3 205 Colorado 


Faulk signed with 
LSU, he has come to 
symbolize the Tigers’ 
rise to prominence 
after a school-record 


six consecutive losing 
seasons. From 7-4-1 
in Faulk’s freshman 
year, the Tigers fin- 
ished 10-2 and ranked 12th last season. 


ALONZO MAYES 


FLOZELL ADAMS 
MIKE ROSENTHAL 


OLIN KREUTZ 
BENJI OLSON 
AARON TAYLOR 


Jr 
Sr 
Jr 
Jr 
Jr 
Sr 


6-6 265 
6-7 330 
6-7 315 
6-4 290 
6-4 310 
6-1 305 


Oklahoma State 
Michigan State 
Notre Dame 


Washington 


Washington 
Nebraska 


PHIL DAWSON Sr 5-11 193 


“We had a great year last year, but 


this year the talk around the team is 


that we want to be even better,” 


said Faulk. 


Whatever the Tigers accom- 
plish, Faulk figures to be an integral 
part of those deeds. He already 
stands seventh on the school career 
rushing chart with 2,134 yards. His 
1,282 yards last year led the 
Southeastern Conference, was the 
second most in school history, and 
included a school-record 246 yards 
in a 35-34 season-opening victory 


against Houston. 


His prowess as a kick and punt 
returner, including a 78-yard punt 
return for a touchdown, helped 
swell his all-purpose yards to an 


SEC-best 2,104. 


Faulk’s overall production war- 
ranted Associated Press first-team 
All-America honors as an all-pur- 
pose player, fulfilling a prophecy 
made before his freshman season. 
The first time Faulk noticed a wall 
containing pictures of LSU’s All- 
Americans, he said he was struck by 
the fact that no one had been added 
since safety Greg Jackson in 1988. 

“I said to myself, ‘One day I'm 
going to be on that wall,” Faulk 
said. And so he is. But he’s not con- 
tent to stop at that. His elusive abil- 
ity to run with a football merely 


Texas 


intensifies his competitive nature. 

“What it really does is make you work 
harder knowing that people who are watch- 
ing consider you one of the top running 
backs in the country,” he said. 

It’s not unlike last year’s season opener 
against Houston. The week of the game, 
DiNardo lifted a suspension allowing Faulk 
to play. Faulk had been suspended the pre- 
vious February after an incident outside a 
Carencro lounge in which a police officer 
was hurt. But when Carencro officials 
announced plans to dismiss misdemeanor 
charges in exchange for community service 
and an apology, DiNardo reinstated Faulk, 
amid controversy. That controversy gave 
Faulk added resolve. 

“I really tried not to let it affect me,” he 
said, “but there was a bug in the back of my 
head telling me that I’d better make some- 
thing happen.” 

He did that, and more, throughout 
the season. As hard as Faulk may work on 
the field, he’s just as diligent away from it. 
He constantly studies game tapes to memo- 
rize where both his blockers and the 
defenders will be on most any play or 
return. Faulk said the knowledge helps him 
to run more instinctively. 

Still, Faulk can’t outrun questions about 
whether he'll jump to the NFL after his 
junior season. 

“It's going to take a great season to 
have an opportunity to make that choice,” 
he said. “Right now my focus is the team.” 

— Dave Moormann 
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This is not just a man. This is an intricate, fine-tuned machine. Each part works in perfect sync 


so that he runs faster and harder than the other guy. When he faces an injury, he only trusts 
the expert. HealthSouth. We understand athletes, and we understand sports. Inside and out. 


It’s exactly why we’re the nation’s largest provider of sports medicine and rehab services. 


HEALTHSOUTH. 


http://www. healthsouth.com 


Providing Comprehensive Sports Medicine to all 50 States 
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ebraska defensive end Grant Wistrom is one of the most 

active players you'll see on a football field. 

Off the field — well, that’s another story. As much as 
Wistrom likes to knock quarterbacks on their backs, there’s some- 
thing else he likes to do even more — sleep. He calls it his hobby. 

“It's something I excel at,” he said. “And I’m always trying to 
get better at it.” 

Same as with rushing QBs. In fact, it’s the thrill of the chase 
that led Wistrom back to Nebraska for his senior year, rather than 
bolt for the NFL. 

“Who wouldn’t love to play college football?” Wistrom said. 
“Everybody puts in their blood, sweat and tears here, and it forms 
bonds that you can’t have anywhere else. I can’t imagine profes- 


“3 


SET 
RAE 


» ai 2 
re Ore eee ey) 


COLLEGE 
Nebraska 


Alabama 


. NAME 
= GRANT WISTROM 
MICHAEL MYERS 
; LEONARD LITTLE 
BRIAN SIMMONS 
ANDY KA) 
ANTHONY SIMMONS Jr 
KORY MINOR Jr 
CHARLES WOODSON Jr 
S ANTHONY POINDEXTER Jr 
» DONOVIN DARIUS Sr 
CHRIS McALISTER Jr 
P JESSE KOSCH Sr 
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Tennessee 
North Carolina 
Ohio State 


Clemson 
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Notre Dame 


Michigan 


Virginia 
Syracuse 
Arizona 


Nebraska 


sional football being as much fun as this.” 

It was never more fun for him than in last year’s 17-12 win 
over Colorado. There were his 13 tackles and his two sacks. 
There was the sleet, snow and rain. It was Thanksgiving weekend. 
“Now that was football,” he said. 

Wistrom is back to chase not only quarterbacks, but a dream 
of winning a third national title. With only three defensive starters 
returning, some might call it a pipe dream. “If two national cham- 
pionships were enough,” he said, “I might have left.” 

He said he hopes to increase last year’s 9.5 sacks to at least a 
dozen this season — which would break Trev Alberts’ school 
record of 29.5 career sacks (1990-93). 

With all this talk of national titles and sack records, it would 
seem as if Wistrom is bent on perfection. Well, he is, and he can’t 
help it. It's what the 6-5, 255-pound Wistrom has strived for since 
he was a little boy playing sports in his hometown of Webb City, 
Mo. His father, Ron Wistrom, has always insisted on it. After all, 
Ron Wistrom never missed a high school football, basketball or 
baseball game in which his son competed. Ron, who coached all 
three of his sons’ Pop Wamer teams, said he was hard on Grant 
because he saw his potential at a young age. “To be a football 
player, you have to have your motor running all the time,” he said. 

Now the nitpickiness of Wistrom’s father is comical. Ron 
Wistrom never played a down of organized football, but he is 
always first to critique his son’s play. The dad will have to pull 
double duty this season. Another son, incoming freshman Tracey, 
hopes to see playing time at tight end for the Big Red. 

When Grant is not hitting quarterbacks or hitting the books — 
he’s a two-time academic All-American with a 3.48 GPA in pre- 
pharmacy — he’s likely to hit the sofa. A little TV and a few zzzzzzs. 

“You give the kid five minutes on a couch and he'll be passed 
out,” said senior Jason Peter, Wistrom’s roommate. “He'll put his 
hat over his eyes and he’s gone. I have to throw stuff at him 
because he’s snoring while I’m trying to watch a TV program.” 

Wistrom pleads guilty. “I’m just a very relaxed person.” 

Until he steps onto the football field. 

— Eric Olson 
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A Chevy Blazer® has outstanding traction. Its exclusive 


Driver Control System’ sinks its teeth in to give you safety, confidence and maneuverability. 
Whether you're on a steep, winding mountain road or on Main Street. 
Chevy Blazer: A little bit of security in an insecure world. For a free test drive or brochure 


call 1-800-950-0540 or visit www.chevrolet.com/truck 


BLAZER 


a 


LIKE A ROCK 


“Excludes other GM products. ©1996 GM Corp. Buckle up, America! 


Manning Returns With Big Plans to Improve 


\ fter Peyton Manning announced his return to Ten- 
mmm, nessee, there was no slowing the rush to judgment. 
& He had eschewed NFL riches for the college experience. 
He had put his team, school and fans above himself. He was the 
biggest Tennessee hero since Davy Crockett. 

And there was nothing he could do about it. 

In fact, Manning made a very calculated decision based on 
what was best for him, not his school. “I didn’t feel that | owed the 
University of Tennessee anything,” he said. “I didn’t have to prove 
my loyalty to my school. I’ve been a team player for three years, 
I'm getting my degree.” 

There were numerous reasons for his return. He wanted to be 
a senior, wanted to be a team captain, wanted to experience once 
more all that attracted him to Tennessee football in the first place. 

He also wanted to improve. 

Manning shares that goal with David Cutcliffe, his offensive 
coordinator and position coach. Neither is thinking small. 

Cutcliffe considers Manning’s stat line and says, “We've done 
60 to 65 percent (pass completions). How about 70 percent?” 

“Completing 70 percent is all about discipline,” Manning said. 
“As you get older, it’s harder to be more disciplined. You know 
you're experienced, you know you've made a throw before, so 
you think, ‘I can get it in there again.’ When you should be laying 
the ball off, you try to gun one in there. 

“My challenge this year is to be more disciplined.” 

Manning cites an interception against Alabama. He fired a 
fastball that wide receiver Joey Kent couldn’t handle; it bounced 
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RK NAME YR CHT. _—sCWT_ COLLEGE 1. WASHINGTON 
1. Peyton Manning _ sr 65 222 Tennessee At the University of Washington, gutty litfle quarterbacks need not apply. The Huskies go for the 
2._Ryon lect ______w_6§ __246 _Washinaton State why Wastin fs made e moder fedlon of puting mee quatebocs tbe NA hn 
3. DonovanMcNabb Jr = 6-2——213———Syracuse Wot Gols ie ae , 
4. Ron Powlus Sr 63 225 Notre Dame Starting when Don James recruited Warren Moon out of West Los Angeles College in 1975, 

H eight players in the past two decades have had NFL careers at least four years long. | 
5._Chad Hutchinson So 65 230 Stanford The hot former Husky these days is Jacksonville Jaguars quarterback Mark Brunell. Chris Chon- | 
6. Cory Sauter Sr 65 220 Minnesota dier is the top dawg in St. Louls, Billy Joe Hobert is contending in Oakland, and journeyman Hugh —_| | 
7. Brock Huard So 6-5 220 Washington Millen will probably continue to get a paycheck for a 12th season. Future Holl-of-Famer Moon, | 

‘ A meantime, has returned to Seattle, where he signed o two-year contract as a backup to off- | 
8. Chris Keldorf Sr 65 235 North Carolina injured John Friesz | 
9. James Brown _ Sr 60 195 Texas Cary Conklin, Steve Pelluer and Tom Flick also had solid NFL careers in the past 15 years, and 
10. John Hessler Sr 6-2 200 Colorado Tim Cowan and Tom Porras played in Canada. | 
1]. Dameyune Craig St 61 200 ~~ Aubum 2. oe 3S - EET aN Ga 
a lo program has produced more productive college quarterbacks than not even Miami), | 
“a at oe =, oe - me and alums like Steve Young, Ty Detmer and Jim McMahon have given the Cougars a solid pro | 
i ein oMi rizOna connection, too. 
14, Jon Denton So 63 310 Nevada 3. MIAMI 
15. Daunte Culpepper Jr 6-4 230 Central Florida we Lay Miss abato> ie turning as 3 be woe ie de ae Es me er eal 1 
and Bernie Kosar left off. The Hurricanes also have Steve Walsh and Craig Erickson, and Gino 
2 a oat Sr . ae rg Toretta continues to bounce around. | 
‘ ade McNown Jr 4. MICHIGAN | 
18, Anthony Wright Jr 6-2 192 South Carolina Suddenly, you look up and see Elvis Grbac starting at Kansas City, Jim Harbaugh in Indianapo- 
19. Matt Sherman Sr 63 910 lowa lis, and Todd Collins looking good in Buffalo, and it is apparent that the Wolverines have a grow- 
; : tradition. 
20. Joe Germaine Jr 6-2 196 Ohio State 5 RABYERAID 
21._ Chris McCoy Sr 5-10 191 Navy = With Boomer Esiason nearing the end of his career, Nell O'Donnell has become the hottest of 
22. Zebbie Lethridge Sr 60 192 Texas Tech the Terps, with Frank Reich, Stan Gelbaugh, Scott Zolak and Scott Milanovich also still in the league. 
23. Branndon Stewart Jr 63 214 Texas A&M OTHERS: Uucia (troy Aikman, Steve Bono), Ohio State (Kent Graham, Mike Tomczok), 
24. Todd Schulz Sr 6-4 212 Michigan State pamelor engl Steve Stenstrom), Washington State (Drew Bledsoe, Mark Rypien, 
25. Thad Busby Sr 63 220 Florida State ' 
| 
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TENNESSEE SENIOR QUARTERBACK PEYTON MANNING 
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WASHINGTON STATE JUNIOR QUARTERBACK RYAN LEAF 


off his facemask to an Alabama defender. 

“If you're having to throw one that hard, it’s probably a force,” 
Manning said. “I should have laid it off to a tight end in the flat. 

“Those are the kind of things I want to be doing ... be disci- 
plined, make the right decisions.” 

____ Most of Manning’s wrong decisions 
SP) last season came under duress, partic- 

ularly against Florida. He threw four 
interceptions (two on deflected passes) 
and lost a fumble. 

It was just the kind of performance 
Florida defensive end Tim Beauchamp 
predicted in game-week interviews. 
“We're going to get to him often,” 
Beauchamp told reporters. “When you 
: get after him, he gets rattled. He gets 
Yh" shaky. He gets jumpy. He holds the ball 


PEYTON MANNING out so we have a chance to strip the ball. 


“When he sits there trying to throw at 
the last minute, he’s hopping around. I feel we can pick off more 
than one if we get pressure on him.” 

Manning and Cutcliffe look at his 11 interceptions and see 
obvious room for improvement. In his first two seasons com- 
bined, he threw only 10. 

“It gets back to knowing when to stop competing,” Manning 
said. “I have to tell myself, ‘All right, Peyton, it’s over.’ 

“Our philosophy here is: the most important play is the next 
one. So you've got to have the ball. I’ve got to keep telling 
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Rather than list which team has the best depth at quarterback, as we have in the past, the 
backfield as a whole is a more substantial indicator of what a team has to offer. This includes 
starting players at quarterback, running back, fullback (If applicable), as well as the depth. 


1. NEBRASKA 
Although Scott Frost didn’t cory the Cornhuskers to the ‘96 national title, he was productive in 
his first year as a starter; and he can lean on |-backs Ahman Green and DeAngelo Evans, and FB 
Joel Mackavicka. 


2. STANFORD 
QB Chad Hutchinson made great strides lost season, and has a terrific duo of RBs in Mike 
Mitchell and Anthony Bookman, along with burly fullbocks Jon Ritchie ond Greg Comelia. 


NOTRE DAME 
With QB Ron Powlus and a plethora of runners, most notably Autry Denson, the Irish have their 
usual bumper talent ... and now an offense that might even maximize It. 


4. LSU 
Herb Tyler has made the transition to winning QB, and with Kevin Faulk, Kendall Cleveland and 
Rondell Mealey, this group of RBs might be unmatched nationally. 


5. OHIO STATE 
Pepe Pearson is one of several major tailback talents in Scarlet and Gray (Michael Wiley is 
future star), and tag-team Joe Germaine and Stanley Jackson offer different strengths at QB. 


6. MIAMI 
QB Ryon Clement is developing into the best the Hurricanes have had ina while, and a parade 
of talent lines up behind him (Edgerrin James, Trent Jones, Dyral McMillan, etc.) 


7. FLORIDA STATE 
Great recruiting in recent years will. keep the Seminoles soaring in the post-Warrick Dunn era, 
with talent, depth and experience at QB and FB, mere talent and depth at RB. 


8. TEXAS 
The combination of James Brown at quarterback and Ricky Williams moving from fullback to tail 
back gives the Longhorns two of the game’s top game-breakers. 


9. ALABAMA 
Dennis Riddle, Curtis Alexander and Shaun Alexander rate with the best RB trios, and the QB 
situation is adequate, with veteran Freddie Kitchens. 


10. PENN STATE 
It almost doesn’t matter who the quarterback is, since Curtis Enis has three quality backups 
and Aaron Harris and Anthony Cleary are a terrific tag team at fullback. 


a 


myself, ‘Peyton, know when the play is over, take care of the ball 
and try to get them on the next one.’ 

“But hopefully, those guys (Florida) won't be in my face as 
much this year.” 

A more experienced offensive line should help. The Vols 
return all five starters. 

You also can count on Manning making the most of another 
year in the weight room. 

When he enrolled at Tennessee, he weighed 195. Heading 
into his senior season he weighs 225 and has decreased his body 
fat from 8.5 to 6.4 percent. 

Manning's increased strength is another indicator of his work 
ethic. He has increased his bench press by about 100 pounds to 
the 315-330 range. He can lift 425 in the squat, about double 
what he lifted as a freshman. 

He’s faster, too. Manning ran a 5.0 40 at Newman High 
School in New Orleans. Before last spring, he had been timed as 
fast as 4.85. 

Manning expects to lower that number, just as he seeks to 
raise his completion percentage. But a 4.7 40 doesn’t have the 
allure of 70 percent completions. 

“There’s something about that number, 70 percent,” Man- 
ning said. “It would be a great feat. In a season, you're gonna 
have dropped balls, tipped balls. But it is something to shoot for.” 

I feel like Tennessee fans have been such a part of my life for 
the last few years. Now, they'll truly be a part of my life forever. 
That’s a good feeling to have, to know you can always come back 
here and be treated well. I'm excited about that.” 


— John Adams 


1997 


* 


ae * The Boomer Esiason 
. €2° Heroes Foundation 
HEROES 


www.heroes.on 
g Boomer Esiason established the Heroes Foundation in 1993 after 


his son, Gunnar, was diagnosed with cystic fibrosis, a fatal genetic 
disorder. The Heroes Foundation is a dynamic partnership of 
leaders in the medical and business communities joining with a 
committed core of volunteers to heighten awareness, education 
and quality of life for those affected by cystic fibrosis, while 
providing financial support for research aimed at finding a cure. 
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Or Send your name and address to 
"Boomer's Heroes' 8050 Hosbrook Rd #102 
Cincinnati, OH 45236. Offer good through 12/31/97. 


Seeds benefil the Boomer Esiason Heroes 7°" 
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Proceeds from each purchase benefit th 
Boomer Esiason Heroes Foundation, 
supporting a cure for cystic fibrosis. 
www.boomersbbg.com Proudly supported by NFL Charities. 


RUNNING BACKS 


‘Little Earl’ or Mighty Mouse, Williams Stands Tall 


e was an undersized linebacker with an oversized yearning 
to succeed, or so the story goes. Why else would Ricky 
Williams get that Mighty Mouse tattoo on his right bicep? 

Why else indeed. 

Truth? It wasn't a David vs. Goliath thing. 

It was his voice. 

“Like a mouse,” Ricky Williams says. 

As a 5-9, 155-pound high school freshman, Williams was a 
linebacker who ran around guards rather than take them on. Dur- 
ing the middle of one game, he and a teammate got into a fight 
after the teammate, annoyed at Williams’ high-pitched chatter, 
challenged him, saying, “Quit talking like that. Be a man.” 

Almost seven years have passed and Williams still will never 
be confused with James Earl Jones, but it’s not his voice that does 
his talking. At 6-0 and 220 pounds, the Texas Longhorns junior 
halfback would just as soon sail through a defender as circumnavi- 
gate him. 

That taste for contact has earned him comparisons to former 
Texas Heisman Trophy winner Earl Campbell. 

During Williams’ freshman season at Texas in 1995, backfield 
mate Shon Mitchell began calling him “Little Earl,” and the 
moniker stuck. Rather than feel overshadowed, Williams loves it. 

“It gives me an immediate goal to shoot at,” Williams says. 
“T've got all his records to break.” 

At El Camino High in Oceanside, Calif., he wore Campbell’s 
34, strictly by coincidence, and during one carry his jersey was 


RUNNING BACK FACTORIES 


yord sea 
3. OHIO STATE _ : ae SS 
Former Buckeye Keith Byars had a resurgence with New England 
George captured Rookie of the Year honors with Houston. When oft-injured Viking Robert 
Smith is 100 percent, he’s a factor. Scottie Graham is now in Cincinnati, and Vince Workman 
has a decent career. The Bears’ Raymont Harris came back nicely from a 1995 knee injury. 
Jeff Cothran is a solid contributor for the Bengals. 
. FLORIDA STATE 
With Warrick Dunn being drafted by the Bucs, the Seminoles added another quick and 
exciting back to the NFL. He will join Green Bay's Edgar Bennett and San Francisco's William 
Floyd, who, when healthy, might be the best fullback in the league. Also, Zack Crockett 
appeared ready to star for the Colts before an injury last season. Marion Butts, Amp Lee and 
Dexter Carter all have had long, productive careers. 
. TEXAS A&M 
Three Aggies will be keys to their respective teams’ success in ‘97. Greg Hill is waiting for 

Marcus Allen to retire fo be the man in Kansas City. The Arizona Cardinals want Leeland 
McElroy to become the man. Rodney Thomas, after gaining nearly 1,000 yards in his rookie 
season, teams with Eddie George, giving the Houston Oilers a superb tandem. 

OTHERS: Florida (Emmitt Smith, Errict Rhett); Michigan (Tyrone Wheatley, Tim Biakabutka, 
Leroy Hoard); Nebraska (Derek Brown, Lawrence Phillips); Okiahoma State (Barry Sanders, 
Thurman Thomas); Tennessee (Charlie Garner, James Stewart). 
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TEXAS JUNIOR RUNNING BACK RICKY WILLIAMS 


ripped apart. A teammate, moved by the image of Campbell's 
penchant for going through tear-away jerseys like they were 
defenders, brought up the comparison. “I didn’t know what that 
had to do with anything,” Williams said. 

Yet for all the comparisons, Williams is Campbell and more, 
and it’s not just that Campbell never wore dreadlocks or never 
played minor league baseball, as Williams has done in the 
Philadelphia Phillies’ minor league system the last three years. 

Williams is more versatile, an accomplished receiver whose 
blocking was a key reason the Longhorns upset Nebraska in the 
inaugural Big 12 title game last fall. 

In one breath he talks of how surprised he is whenever he 
breaks a big run. In the next, he’s saying, “If (LSU running back Kevin 
Faulk) has a big picture in a magazine, | wonder why I’m not in it.” In 
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PHOTO BY ALLEN KEE 


WISCONSIN SOPHOMORE TAILBACK RON DAYNE 


KEVIN FAULK 


3 


RON DAYNE 
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both breaths, he is equally sincere. 

Few in Austin believe he'll return for 
his senior season instead of entering the 
NFL Draft. One of them, though, is 
Williams, who tells people what he told 
a graduate assistant who, in showing 
Williams a prototype of the new lockers 
scheduled to be installed next summer, 
made a point of saying, “Too bad you 
won't be here.” Responded Williams: 
“You're wrong.” 

“I'd have to have the best season 
ever to leave,” he said. “I'd have to win 
the Heisman, rush for 2,000 yards and 
win the national championship.” 

Also on his hit list are Campbell's 
school records. He’s already broken 
Campbell’s school freshman and 
sophomore rushing records, and with 
the departure of Mitchell and Priest 
Holmes, he will move to tailback and 
become the featured weapon in the 
Horns’ attack. Coach John Mack- 
ovic, who likes the ball spread 
around, nonetheless thinks enough of 
Williams to say he'll carry the ball 20- 


RUNNING BACKS 


. n ) Texas 
9. Autry Denson Jr 510 184 NotreDame 
___10._ De'Mond Parker So 5-10 182 
. DeAngelo Evans So 


Oklahoma 
Nebraska 

Ohio State 
Michigan State _ 
(ovals 
Washington 
Oklahoma State __ 
Oregon 
Alabama | 
Southern Cal. 

Florida 

East Carolina 

West Virginia 
Houston 


59 220 
Sr §10 206 
3. Sedrick Irvin _ So 60 217 
4. TavianBonks Sr SSN 9 
__15. RashaanShehee Sr S11 205 
16. AndreRichardson Jr = 559-190 
__17. SaladinMcCullough Sr _—-5-10_—:190 
18 DennisRiddle = Sr 60 195 
__19. DelonWashington Sr 5-11 205 
__ 20. Fred Taylor 5 61 222, 
. Scott Harley Jr §-10 200 
. Amos Zereoue s 5-10 195 
._ Ketric Sanford 5-10 185 
. Buddy Rodgers 5-1] 231 Maryland 
. Ken Oxendine 61 223 Virginia Tech 
Not rated due to injury: Madre Hill (Arkansas), Keffer McGee (Mississippi State), 
Michael Martin (Arizona State), Tarik Smith (California). 


280. Utah 

__7. Aaron Harris = 220__ Penn State 

8. Damon Washington 200 Colorado State 
230 ___ Florida State 
Notre Dame 
lowa 
Brigham Young 
Nebraska 
Arizona State 
Boston College 


_9. KhalidAbdullagh Jr 
10. Jamie Spencer 248 
11. Michael Burger 

12. Dustin Johnson 

13. Joel Mackovicka _ 

14. Jeff Paulk 

15. Omari Walker 


25 times (he averaged 17 a game last year), as well as catch a 
few passes a game. 

Texas hopes Williams does well enough to become a Heis- 
man Trophy contender. That would mean the rest of the country 
would catch on to their quirky halfback, who for the time being 
likes to have a little fun with those who think they recognize the 
dread-locked Longhorns star on a night on the town. 

Ricky Williams? “Who's that?” he'll say, and then sheep- 
ishly tell the inquisitive fan that he’s just a guy who puts up tele- 
phone poles. 

You know. Mighty Mouse. Talk softly and carry a big stick. 

— Mark Wangrin 
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Our 8TH Season in Fantasy Football! 


1 in 10 Entries Receives a Cash Prize! 


FREE TRADES!! All trades are FREE!! No additional fees! 
Beginning Sept. 3, you can speak with one of our com- 
missioners and make 2 free trades each week, or you 
can fax in your trades. It’s simple to do and always FREE! 


Every two weeks, you will receive team reports, includ- 
ing your team scores and overall standings. 


Entries are just $69. Additional entries are only $35 
each (Entries must be in same name). Enter as often as 
you like. Weekly reports can be purchased for an 
additional $6. 


Entries must be postmarked by Aug. 29. Contest starts 
with games played on or after Aug. 30 and ends on 
Nov. 30. 


® qQuestions?? Call us at (205) 491-3387. 


A&B Fantasy Sports 
1015 Forest Circles Hueytown, Alabama 35023 


Touchdown Run/Return 
Touchdown Pass 
Touchdown Reception 


Scoring is simple and easy to follow. Each player on your team 
accumulates points based on his performance. (See Scoring Table). 


Each Reception 

Each 25 Yards Passing 
Each 10 Yards Receiving 
Each 10 Yards Rushing Peyton Manning, Tennessee 
Donovan McNabb, Syracuse 
Doug Johnson, Florida 

Joe Germaine, Ohio St. 

Dan Gonzalez, East Carolina 


Ist Prize $ 10000 
2nd Prize $ 5000 
3rd Prize $ 2500 
Ath Prize $ 2000 
5th Prize $ 1500 
6-10 Prizes $ 1000 
11-15 Prizes $ 400 
16-25 Prizes $ 250 
26-50 Prizes $ 200 
51-100 Prizes $ 100 


Ron Dayne, Wisconsin 
Kevin Faulk, LSU 

Ahman Green, Nebraska 
Autry Denson, Notre Dame 
Pepe Pearson, Ohio St. 


OO 


[oy [my y e 


Q Robert Edwards, Georgia 

Q Michael Black, Washington St. 
O Sedrick Irvin, Michigan St. 

Q Skip Mills, UCLA 

QO Demond Parker, Oklahom 


Jaquez Green, Florida 
Marcus Nash, Tennessee 

Tim Dwight, lowa 

D‘wayne Bates, Northwestern 
Phil Savoy, Colorado 


Name: 
Team Name: 
Address: 
City: 


**Entries must be postmarked by August 29, 1997. 


QO Ron Powlus, Notre Dame 

QO Damien Craig, Auburn 

) James Brown, Texas 

UO Chris Keldorf, North Carolina 
QO Ryan Clement, Miami 


Q Rashaan Sheehee, Washington 
O Scott Harley, East Carolina 

O Robert Holcombe, Illinois 

O Ricky Williams, Texas 

QO Curtis Enis, Penn St. 


QO Jammi German, Miami 

OL. C. Stevens, North Carolina 
O David Saunders, West Virginia 
Q E.G. Green, Florida St. 

O} Joe Jurevicious, Penn St. 


Ryan Leaf, Washington St. 
Cory Sauter, Minnesota 
Keith Smith, Arizona 

Scott Frost, Nebraska 
Thad Busby, Florida St. 


Raymond Priester, Clemson 

) Silas Massey, Cent. Michigan 
Damon Washington, Colorado St. 
Amos Zereoue, West Virginia 
Dennis Riddle, Alabama 


Hines Ward, Georgia 

J Ryan Thelwell, Minnesota 
David Boston, Ohio St. 
Bobby Shaw, California 
Jerome Pathon, Washington 


Mail Entries and Check or Money 


Order Made Payable 
To: 


A&B Fantasy Sports 
1015 Forest Circle 
Hueytown, Alabama 35023 


No purchase necessary. If you wish to participate, void of all services, send a self-addressed stamped envelope to; A&B Fantasy Sports Customer 
Service, 1015 Forest Circle, Hueytown, AL 35023 by August 9, 1997. Entrants must be |8 years of age or older, Void where prohibited by law. 


Destiny on Northwestern’s Side in Landing Bates 


PHOTO BY DON LANSU 


RK NAME _ 


WN “D'Wayne Bates _ nr 


2. PhilSavoy _ 
_3._Randy Moss _ 
4. Tim Dwight 


__5._ Jacquez Green 
__ 6. MarcusNosh 
_1,_David Saunders. 


8. Bobby Shaw 

9. LC. Stevens 

10. E.G. Green 

|, Joe Jurevicius 

._Jerome Pathon 
Lenzie Jackson 


14. Anthony Eubanks 


Ryan Thelwell 
. Az Hakim 


185 
163 
190 
205 
190 
213 
190 
226 
180 
191 
195 
188 
175 


ae ee = 
__ Colorado _ 


ll-American. All-Big Ten. Nice 

rewards for hard work. But the 

only reward D'Wayne Bates is 
interested in is the one he'll be receiving 
next June. That’s when he'll be receiving 
his degree in psychological services from 
Northwestern University. 

“My first goal has always been to get 
my diploma,” says the Wildcats’ senior 
wide receiver. “I want to be the first per- 
son to get a degree in my family.” 

Bates wasn't even the primary target 
of former Northwestern assistant coach 
Tim Kish when he paid a visit to Silver 
Bluffs High School in Aiken, S.C. The 
Wildcats wanted Bates’ best friend, 
Corey Chavous, who wound up signing 
with Vanderbilt. But Kish was convinced 
by their coach, Al Lown, to take a look 
at Bates. 

“The only time I had ever heard 
about Northwestern was when Corey men- 
tioned they were recruiting him,” Bates 
said. “I met Coach Kish for a couple of 
minutes during basketball practice, and 
Northwestern sent me an airline ticket to 
come for a visit. It was late January, but I 
still hadn't used up 
all my visits.” 


COLLEGE with Northwestern. 


“Tt was a lousy visit,” 


“Marshall >} he says. 
lowa 
Florida. 
Tennessee 
West Virginia 
California 

_North Carolina 
Florida State 
Penn State 
Washington 
Arizona State 
Arkansas 
Minnesota 
San Diego State _ 


‘RK. <NAME:: YR 
1. AlonzoMayes St 
2. JerameTuman 
3.__ Stephen Alexander 
4. Cameron Cleeland St 

_5. JoshBradley St 


“Tt must have been 50-below when I 
got off that plane and all | had was my let- 
terman’s jacket. | was the only recruit in 
for a visit that weekend and there were no 
activities on campus. The best thing about 
the visit was I got to eat at Michael Jor- 
dan’s (restaurant) and visit Nike Town. 

“Two weeks later, I’m in Hawaii. 
It’s 90 dearees, it’s beautiful and I’m hav- 
ing a great time. If | had been from the 
West Coast, | don’t think it would have 
been a difficult decision, but that 12-hour 
plane flight got to me. 

“I guess it was just destiny I ended 
up at Northwestern. I thought about all the 
poverty in my hometown (Jackson) and I 
just knew what I wanted out of school first 
was academics, not football. | had to have 
the best education possible.” 

Bates won three state champi- 
onships as an option quarterback at Silver 
Bluff, but he would have to make a big 
adjustment if he wanted to fit into the multi- 
ple offense of Wildcat head coach Gary Bar- 
nett. And he would also have to play behind 
Lloyd Abramson, the top player signed by 
Northwestern that year. 

Bates saw the writing on the wall and 
asked to work as a receiver on the scout 
team during his freshman season. After- 


To this day Bates ward, he told Barnett he wanted to stay 
still laughs at the there rather than enter the quarterback 
thought he signed derby. The rest, as they say, is history. 


In his first start two years ago, his first 
collegiate reception was a game-winning, 
26-yard touchdown against Notre Dame. 


Top Tice ENDS 


WT __— COLLEGE 


_ 265 Oklahoma State _ 
233 Michigan 
225 Oklahoma_ 

265 Washingfon 
275 __LouisianaTech _ 


6. Larry Brown 

7. Blake Spence 
8. Matt Cushing 
9. Cuncho Brown 


250 Georgia 
251 Oregon 

= 201 sillinols 
263 Penn State 


Harvey Middleton 187 
David Boston 205 
Michael Vaughn 199 


Georgia Tech 
Ohio State 
Alabama 


Desmond Clark 
Tutu Atwell 
Tony Simmons 

Tai Streets 
. Damon Griffin 
. Wane McGarity 


238 
170 
203 
185 
175 
190 


Wake Forest 
Minnesota 
Wisconsin 
Michigan 
Oregon 
Texas 


Not rated due to injury: Jammi German (Miami), Anthony Lucas (Arkansas), Peerless Price (Tennessee) 
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Rufus French 
Adam Simonson 
Melvin Pearsall 
Rod Rutledge 
Lamont Hall 
Steve Bradley 


ee: 


243 
250 
255 
260 
252 
252 


Mississippi 
Central Michigan 
Florida State 
Alabama 
Clemson 

Texas 


1997 


EXPERIENCE. STRENGTH. TRADITION. 


ena ae . . = se - 
a , 
‘ » eee ane 
a 
. n " v 3! 
yy ‘ we 
YS ‘s ee | as ear SO « 
. ei Ki oe, Prete Lh si’. 
\ fae sighs } ch Aptos bp) een 
sy [mn Ve i ie 
| & vate ‘ eh iy SW erty 
Ste f vy) J - = [ oo g as | 
“6 6 f o a _ ~~ © = © “i —o | 
Ss , : ‘A Ste 
». > \ ‘ 


For more than a quarter century, we’ve matched our 
customers with the right financial products and services. 
Checking, savings, a variety of loans and more. All 
backed by one of the strongest banking companies in 
America. And with 400+ offices throughout the 
Southeast, Regions can help tackle 
F ial chenatiei FeaeG ae SOUTHEASTERN 
any financial situation that’s importan 
: | : ao 
to you. That’s why we're ranked among eens 
ee 
— Stan Mackin, the best in our field. 
Chairman Regions Bank. The official bank 
ie of the SEC Championships. 
Financial 


Corporation 


Play again this fall! 
Take the Regions Bank/SEC 

Trivia Challenge. Visit our 
Web site for more details. 


www.regionsbank.com 


Regions 
S Bank 


Member FDIC FOE HOUSE 
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In that Rose Bowl season, the second 
team All-Big Ten selection caught 49 
passes for 889 yards and five touch- 
downs, completing his rookie cam- 
paign with an eye-popping 145 yards 
on only seven receptions against 
Southern California. 

Last year, he had 75 catches for 
1,196 yards and 12 touchdowns as 
Northwestern repeated Big Ten 
championship honors. In gaining first 
team honors in the Big Ten, over 70 
percent of his receptions went for 
first downs. With 2,085 yards, he 
now needs only 390 yards to become 
Northwestern’s all-time career leader 
and he still has two years of eligibility 
to reach that goal. 

“After the Citrus Bowl, Ten- 
nessee’s secondary coach (Kevin 
Ramsey) told me D’Wayne was the 
best receiver they had faced all year,” 
said Wildcat receivers coach Gregg 
Brandon. “That's quite a feather in 
his cap considering the receivers they 
have in the SEC. 

“D'Wayne has the whole package: 
size (6-2, 211 pounds), speed (4.47), 
strength (bench-presses 385), great 
hands, and then there’s that great verti- 
cal leap (38 inches). The kind of num- 
bers he had last year show how 
consistent he has become.” 

Both Brandon and Bates know 
repeating those kind of numbers this 
fall depend on how quickly the rest of 
the offense matures. The Cats went 
into the spring looking for a new 
quarterback, four offensive linemen, 
and a running threat to replace Darnell Autry, who passed up his 
senior season for the NFL. 

Bates still thinks he needs more work on catching the ball 
on the move. He studies a lot of film on Jerry Rice and tries to 
copy some of those patterns and the way Rice handles defensive 
backs in various coverages. 

The biggest football star, in more ways than one, to come out of 
Aiken has been William “The Refrigerator” Perry, but if Bates contin- 
ues on his current pace at Northwestern, he could wind up casting a 
bigger shadow for the youngsters. And being a good role model for the 
children back home is very high on his priority list. 

“Last Thanksgiving, | made an 11-hour drive back home and 
arrived at 8 a.m.,” he said. “No sooner had I walked in the door 
when the phone rang and my elementary school wanted me to 
come over at 9:30 and talk to a bunch of fifth graders. 

“Il was really tired, but I just knew I owed it to those teachers. 
I signed a lot of autographs, but before | left, I made sure I 
thanked each teacher that I knew. It was such a great feeling.” 

Should the 1997 season meet Brandon’s expectations for his 
star receiver, Bates will have to decide between graduate school 


PHIL SAVOY 


ALONZO MAYES 
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RECEIVERS FACTORIES 


1, OHIO STATE 
it we picked o team that has sent the best overall talent fo the NFL in the past decade or so, If 
would be the Buckeyes. Cris Carter, now with the Vikings, started the trend of great Buckeye wide 
fecelvers in 1987. Next came Jeff Graham of the Jets, followed by Brion Stablein, (Colts). Joey Gal- 
loway (Seahawks) and Chris Sanders (Ollers) burst onto the scene in ‘95. Terry Glenn (Patriots) set a 
Tookie receptions record, and Raiders tight end Ricky Dudley wos another first-round pick. 


2. MIAMI 
For pure numbers it would be tough to match the Canes. Michael Irvin is an elite NFL receiver for 
the Cowboys, while Brett Perriman has blossomed in Detroit. Brian Blades has had a stellor career 
in Seattle, Horace Copeland looked ready to be the Bucs’ go-to-guy before a knee Injury in 96. 
Chiis T. Jones had a fine second year for the Eagles. Lamar Thomos and Randol Hill are both back 
in Miami for the Dolphins, and Kevin Williams was an important cog in Dallas. Add this year’s Dol- 
phins’ first-round pick Yotil Green, and the Canes are nipping at the Buckeyes’ heels. 


3. TENNESSEE 
Although several former Vols are getting up in years, they still have the ability to beat any oppo- 
sition, Anthony Miller is still John Elway’s best deep threat. Alvin Harper has struggled at Tampa 
Bay, but who wouldn't with Trent Dilfer at quarterback. Tim McGee and Anthony Miller are still 
bouncing around the league. But the Vol’s best pro of all turned out to be Carl Pickens, who catches 
buckets full of Jeff Blake’s bombs in Cincinnati. Also, Joey Kent was a Oiler dratt pick in ‘97, 
4. SYRACUSE 
Any list of Orangeman recelvers starts and ends with Art Monk, but Syracuse hos recently sent a 
couple of other stars to the NFL. Marvin Harrison was the first-round draft pick of the Colts last year. 
Rob Moore continues to be productive in Arizona, and “The Missile” Quadry Ismail could take off at 
any time. Let’s also toss in Rob Carpenter of the Jets and tight end Chris Gedney of the Cardinals. 
5. USC 
This rank may be more on what could be, than what has been. Keyshawn Johnson has shown 
he can ploy with the big boys. Johnnie Morton has been stuck behind Herman Moore and Brett Per- 
timan in Detroit. And Curtis Conway appeared headed for stardom in Chicago, but has tailed off. 
OTHERS: Colorado (Chatles Johnson, Mike Pritchard, Michael Westbrook); Florida (Ernie Mills, 
Willie Jackson); Notre Dame (Tim Brown, Lake Dawson, Rocket Ismail); Penn State (0.J, McDuffie, 
Bobby Engram, Michael Timpson); UCLA (J.J. Stokes, Mike Sherrard, Flipper Anderson). 


Top TEAMS: RECEIVERS 


1. NORTH CAROLINA 
Octavus Brown is not listed as.a starter, which says a whole bunch. He’s a great one, but 
explosive L.C. Stevens and sure-handed No Brown give Tar Heels an uncoverable collection. 


2. FLORIDA STATE 
Big-play sophomore Peter Worrick gets to leam from senior E.G. Green how to be dependable 
as well as exciting ... while the coaches hope to get the ball to TE Melvin Pearsall, too. 


3. COLORADO 
The Key fo this group would be inthe maturation of talented Chris Anderson, since the 
Buffs know they can count on Phil Savoy; there are a half-dozen quality pups, too. 


4. MINNESOTA 
The Gophers do well when they go to the “Well” — either one of them, in Ryan Thelwell 
or Tutu Atwell (combined 249 for'3,948 yards, 26 TDs In career). 


GEORGIA TECH 
Derrick Steagall is bouncing back from a knee injury, but looks Iike he'll pair up extremely 
Well with outstanding Harvey Middleton, with Mike Sheridan and good depth helping, too. 


ARIZONA STATE 
No Jake Plummer-to-Keith Poole anymore, but Lenzie Jackson is the complete WR, 
Creig Spann is a speed king, ond Kenny Mitchell and Ricky Boyer have shown promise. 


WAKE FOREST 
OK, so the Deacons throw it lot because they're behind a lot. But Desmond Clark, 
Thabiti Davis and Jammie Deese go and get it exceptionally well. 
. MICHIGAN 
Matchup nightmares for the defense with size and speed offered by basketball player Tat 
Streets, super-athlete Charles Woodson, outstanding tight end Jerame Tuman and others. 
. WASHINGTON 
Jerome Pathon is the go-to guy, but with Fred Coleman and some youngsters, along with 
a premier pair of tight ends (Cam Cleeland and Jeremy Brigham), somebody's open. 
. ARKANSAS 
Anthony Eubanks, Anthony Lucas and Emanuel Smith give the Hogs a lot of options. 
Lucas, bouncing back from an injury, could make the biggest difference. 


and the NFL. “It won't be easy,” says Bates. “Northwestern has 
just been great. The social life has been fun and the entire college 
atmosphere has been just the way | envisioned it should be.” 

— Larry Watts 
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Sun Devils’ Murphy is True Student of the Game 


ARIZONA STATE SENIOR GUARD KYLE MURPHY 


yle Murphy had an All-America kind of year for Arizona 
State last season, but he wasn’t recognized for it. Mur- 
phy — hardly a midget at 6-4, 298 pounds — played 
left guard, in the shadow of 6-8, 320-pound tackle Juan Roque, 
the Sun Devils’ consensus All-American. 
Roque, a guy with a quick smile and engaging personality, rivaled 
quarterback Jake “The Snake” Plummer for media attention as the 
Sun Devils went 11-1 and came tantalizingly close to the school’s first 


Ls OFFENSIVE TACKLES 


2, Mike Seat Sr_ 67 303. NotteDame 
_3. Eric Anderson ____—Sr_6-4 305 _ Nebraska 
4. Matt Stinchomb Jr 67 Georgia 
‘5. KyleTurley Sr 66 _ San Diego State 
6. TraThomas _ Sr 68 Florida State 
___7._ Jamar Nesbit __Jr_ 6-4 South Carolina 
___8. JasonFabini = St_-67 320 Cincinnati 
9. Victor Riley Sr 65 Auburn 
10. Grey Ruegamer _ Jr 65 2 Arizona State _ 
ll. JimBundren  —sSr_-63 290 Clemson _ 
12. MoCollins — Jr 65 Florida 
13. Chris Clevenger Sr 67 Notre Dame 
14. Brian Donoghue St 6-6 Stanford 
15. John Tait So 67 Brigham Young 


national championship. Only Ohio State’s 20-17 Rose Bowl victory 
over ASU, achieved with a dramatic last-minute drive, prevented Ari- 
zona State from finishing No. 1. 

Those who should know say Murphy was every bit as effective 
as his more-celebrated teammate, even though he failed to make 
even the All-Pac-10 first team. He was a second-team selection. 

“Kyle had a great year,” said ASU offensive coordinator Dan 
Cozzetto, who coaches ASU's offensive linemen. “You won't find 
anybody who is more fundamentally sound.” 

Roque is even more effusive in his praise of Murphy. 

“I couldn't have achieved many of the things | have without 
Murph,” Roque said. “Kyle Murphy is the best guard in America.” 

Roque is moving on to the NFL and Murphy, a senior, is ascend- 
ing to the position of spokesman for ASU's offensive line. And he fig- 
ures to be an eloquent spokesman. A communications major, he says 
he hopes to become a sports broadcaster when his football career is 
over — although he appears to be soaking up every bit of his college 
player days before he takes the NFL plunge. 

“I love college football,” Murphy said. “I like it a lot more than 
watching the pros. Even when I was in high school | much pre- 
ferred watching the college game. 

“The fans get crazy. There’s more excitement. There are 
more trick plays and more big plays. I think there are more big 
hits. The college game is more team-oriented. | think you see guys 
caring more for their teammates.” 

He also seems to epitomize the phrase “student of the game.” 
“He comes in and watches tape with the coaches,” head 
coach Bruce Snyder said. “He loves football. He loves life, too. I'll 

bet when he goes to a journalism class he enjoys it.” 

Murphy spent more time than ever in the film room during the 
spring. Knee surgery following the 1996 season kept him on crutches 
for six weeks and he missed spring ball. He is expected to be full 
speed for the start of preseason workouts. 

“T really tried to study the game and learn more about strate- 
gies,” he said. “I’m trying to understand the whole game, not just 
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OFFENSIVE. LINEMEN 


MIKE ROSENTHAL BENJI OLSON AARON TAYLOR OLIN KREUTZ 


. | | ; 
rf | ih Ni I i | ‘ : J 
Top OFFENSIVE LINES | OFFENSIVE LINE FACT 
| 
ala a a oe | 1, SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA i} 
Every guy on this line will probably wind up playing on Sunday. Tackle Mike Doughty, guard | Led by Jacksonville’s mammoth Tony Boselli, perhaps the first man to take Bruce Smith || 
Mike Rosenthal and center Rick Kaczenski are overpowering when they want to be, out of his game, as he did in the playoffs last year — one could build a line of Trojans any i} 
2. NEBRASKA NFL signal-caller would love to work behind. 1] 
Versatile Aaron Taylor moves back to guard after an All-America season of center. The The ageless Oiler All-Pro Bruce Matthews probably will have to move from guard to cen- 
Comhuskers combine standouts (Taylor, Eric Anderson, Jon Zatechka) with superior depth. | ter. Pat Harlow starts in Oakland, and John Michels filled in admirably, earning o Super Bowl 
3. WASHINGTON ting in his first year for the Packers. Derrick Deese, Matt Willig ond Bill Schultz all could help 
In AlcAmerica quard Benil Olson, AllsAmerica center Olin Kreutz, exnerienced tackle Tony guard Benji Olson, All-America center Olin Kreutz, experienced tackle Tony in a pinch. We must not forget Anthony Munoz, one of the best offensive linemen of all time. | 
|| Coats and others, the Huskies have the makings of a championship line. 2. OHIO STATE 
|| 4. FLORIDA Orlando Pace figures to be a first-year starter in St. Louis, just as Korey Stringer was | 


for the Vikings. William Roberts has two Super Bowl rings ond was close to a third with 
the Pats last year. Kirk Lowdermilk, Joe Staysnick and Jeff Uhlenhake all have had pro- 
ductive careers, 

3. MICHIGAN 


Even Wolverine linemen chosen in the lost round end up as starters, as Matt Elliott did 
late in the season for the Panthers. He ‘was alongside former Michigan: teammate Greg 
‘this 


1} As a group, including depth, this is probably as good as the Gators have ever had. Mo 
|| Collins and Zach Piller are a solid pair of tackles. Florida will probably top this list in 1998. } 
5. CLEMSON 
Jim Bundren and Glenn Rountree lead a solid, experienced group that paves the way for 

| the tough yards that Raymond Priester grinds out. 
|| 6. SAN DIEGO STATE | : 

The most veteran of lines, with five reluming Starters, including four of them ining up it | 
together for the tied d year. Kyle Turley and Ephraim Salaam took like future NFL tackles. | 


sions last season — sometimes as the subject interviews, but 


my job or the job of the offensive linemen.” | a | 
Murphy was a regular visitor to Snyder’s weekly media ses- OP ) oF hf | 


mainly he was there to observe the coach-media interaction. | _RK NAME = = YRNAT, wr COLLEGE — |} 
“| listen to how the media asks questions and to how the : 7 vee __— —— 164290 Washington 

coaches and players respond,” Murphy said. “I try to think what || 3. EticGohlsin Sr 6-4 205 ~ Ohio State 

questions I would ask if I were a reporter. 4. Kendyl Jacox Sr 62 320 Kansas State 
“Being a sports anchor or a play-by-play announcer would be =‘ |} —_»-_ Jeff Saturd St_63 290 North Carolina | 

a dream job. I'd like to be one of those guys who can add per- —$_feremy Newberry ___sf_68_ 308 _ ees 


sonal experience, like John Madden. I can’t think of anything I'd 
rather do, other than playing in the NFL, than following sports 
and staying close to it.” 

If the Sun Devils guard has the kind of year he expects — 
improving even on last season — he shouldn't have much trouble 
being watched this season and “staying close to the game” in the 
NFL after that. or SI 08 L 
—BobEger | oe ——_—- —- — 
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Dansby Rebounds, Ready for More Golden Moments 


PHOTO BY BOB ROSATO 


NOTRE DAME’S MELVIN DANSBY 


efore every Notre Dame home 
football game, Melvin Dansby 
likes to sink his 6-4, 276-pound 
body into a simmering bathtub and soak in 
the moment. He says it helps him relax. 
The rest of the day he spends throw- 
ing quarterbacks and running backs into 


hot water. 


285 Nebratka 
“a or 295 Texas 


“Off the field, I am calm and polite,” 
Notre Dame’s All-America candidate at 
defensive tackle says. “On the field, I'm a rav- 
ing lunatic.” 

Dansby didn’t arrive at Notre Dame 
crazy five years ago. Since moving from 
Birmingham, Ala., he slowly matured into 
a maniac. And nothing changed Dansby’s 
demeanor off the field from restful to rest- 
less more than spending a year off of it. 

It was spring, 1995. Dansby had 
earned a spot as a starter on Notre 
Dame’s defensive line entering his third 
season in South Bend. In the last spring 
scrimmage, a formality for starters, Dansby 
found himself buried at the bottom of a 
pile like he had been so many other times 
in his career. 

The whistle blew. But a body flew. The 
pile collapsed further on his neck. 

“| heard: One crunch, two crunch, 
three crunch, and I said, “Uh, oh,’ ” 
Dansby recalls. “A couple of my team- 
mates pulled me up and | felt like | 
weighed a thousand pounds. | could hardly 
move my arms and legs.” 

Notre Dame head trainer Jim Russ 
acted fast. He hid Dansby’s helmet, ensur- 
ing that the tackle so eager to get back 
into the fray wouldn't. Tests were sched- 
uled the following Monday. Dansby, still 


oh -280 Colorado 
64 265 — 
6. Ed Chester Jr 64 274 Florida 


7. JoeSalave’a at. 64 276 Arizona 


“Iowa 


Grant Wistrom Sr 
2. Leonard Little _ 


unaware how seriously he had injured his 
neck, played in a campus-wide basketball 
tournament hours after the scrimmage. 

Tests revealed that Dansby damaged 
several vertebrae in his upper neck, which 
threatened his breathing pattern. Dr. 
Michael Schafer took a bone graft from 
Dansby’s hip and fused it into his spine 
through the front of his neck, a four-hour 
procedure called a level-one spinal fusion. 

The surgery restored the stability to 
Dansby’s spine, stability enhanced by the 
strength added during an entire year of 
rehabilitation. While his teammates played 
that fall of 1995, Dansby lifted, ran, 
sweated and cried. 

“T went crazy, absolutely crazy,” 
Dansby says now. “I couldn't be with the 
team. I couldn't make a name for myself. 
I had to redirect my energies toward get- 
ting better. It brought me back to reality. 
I decided then that I will not take anything 
for granted again. I decided then that 
you have to play every play like it’s your 
last play.” 

That explains last season. Dansby 
dominated a Notre Dame defensive front 
ranked among the top 10 in rushing 
defense at different times last season. He 
proved to opposing offensive coordinators 
that one blocker seldom was enough, 


65 250 Nebraska 
__ 63 247 Tennessee 


3. GregEllis 


6. Greg Favors _ 


____ 7. Glen Steele 


Paate g. Johnnie Hicks — 62 281 Maryland 
Brandon Whiting 63 
i a ‘Winfield Garnett er 66 305 


11. ViliamiMaumau_Sr_62 290 Colorado 


12. Chuck Wiley Sr 6-5 
3. Leon Bender St 65 307 W Washington State _ State 
4 63 343  Mississi 


280 California 


| 274 SU 


(05 Ohio State — 


___18._Derric 
19. Gr ok 
PS20MElic! 


14. Kendrick Gholston 
15. Dorian Boose 
16. George Perry 
17. Mike Pritt ley 


8. Andre Wadsworth _ 
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unless that blocker was Orlando Pace. 
But more important, he proved to 
himself that he still belonged. 

“| personally think I proved myself, 
bouncing back like that,” he says. “It 
wasn't easy, and it wasn’t really 
expected. A few doctors said there was 
only a 50-50 chance of playing again, 
which is what you don’t want to hear.” 

And as he bounced back, he became 
a leader. 

“Melvin gives players a sense,” new 
coach Bob Davie says, “that they know 
they can be good,” 

Melvin Dansby Sr. and Linda 
Dansby developed that inner confi- 
dence within young Melvin back in 
Birmingham years ago when a sack 
was just something into which he put 
his lunch. Now Melvin Jr. will try to 
reinforce those same qualities into 
Kevin Dansby when the freshman line- 
backer reports for his first practice ses- 
sion under the Golden Dome. 

“My brother is my best friend and I 
can’t wait for him to get up here,” 
Melvin says of his blue-chip little bro. 
“That helped in my decision to come 
back a fifth year, his being here. It’s a 
big treat. Family is important to me.” 

Obviously. Every Saturday that 
Notre Dame plays at home, the Dans- 
bys and any other friends pile into the 
family van and drive 10 hours north. 
They love every minute, smile at every 
toll stop. “It’s like a big field trip for 
them,” Dansby says. “They have fun 
with it.” 

Which brings us to this season. 
Dansby wants to have fun now more 
than ever because of his new head 
coach, his old friends, his standing 
commitment to squeezing all the joy 
out of life no matter what. 

“Football in college shouldn't be 
like a 9-to-5 job,” he says. “You have 
to enjoy it. 

“When I came to Notre Dame, I had 
so many expectations. My main priority 
was to get a degree, but honestly no 
way in the world did I want to stay four 
years. | wanted to go pro after three, 
the three-year plan ... Now I’m on my 
fifth. I have learned to just let the good 
things and bad things people say go in 
one ear and out the other. 

“Eventually, everything will fall 
into place.” 

— David Haugh 


defensive line. As far back as Miami: 
‘linemen lke Rubin Carter, Eddie Edwards and Jim ‘Burt. But the real boom bega 7 
with Jerome Brown, who went on to star for the Eagles before an untimely death. Dan 
Stubbs followed Brown and had his best year as a pro with Miami last year. Cortez 
Kennedy was next and he turned into an All-Pro for the Seahawks; that same year Jimmie 
Jones was chosen by Dallas, and has had a solid career. 

A year later, Jimmy Johnson chose Russell Maryland as the first player in the draft. 
After winning three rings with the Cowboys, Maryland has moved on to the Raiders. Fast 
forward to 1995 when Warren Sapp was the Bucs’ first pick and Patrick Riley went fo the 
Bears. Kenard Lang (Redskins) and Kenny Holmes (Ollers) were first-round picks in April. 


2. PITTSBURGH 
Chris Doleman, now with the 49ers, has been one of the top pass-rushers In the NFL 
over the past dozen years. Sean Gilbert was dominant in Washington last year. Keith 
Hamilton has had a couple of big years for the Giants, while Tony Siragusa turned into a 
nice player for the Colts and Is now with the Marl 


3. FLORIDA 


In recent years the Gators have Sent several DL Tato The NAL, Including wo first-round 
draft picks in 1995 — Kevin Carter to St. Louis and Ellis Johnson to the Colts. Indianapolis” 
is also the home of former Gator Tony McCoy, Darren Mickell s nt four years W with the 
Chiefs before moving to New Orleans, Trace Armstrong is in Miami, and Brad ne is 

.) “asteady Sanne for: the Bucs, 


q teagu 
"Oneal, Reggie MoGrew, Tim Beachaump just for starters, 

2. NORTH CAROLINA 
Greg Ellis hias 24 Sacks in his career, but there’s so much speed and talent along this 
experienced front that opposing offenses can’t get overly concerned with him. 

3. NEBRASKA ee 
Chose your poison; Jason Peter bulling up the middle or Grant Wistrom coming trom 
the outside ,., Mike Rucker and Chad Kelsay showed they're ready for prime time, too. 

4. TENNESSEE 
A healthy Leonard Little for a full season could make the difference in the title chase. 
Note that a future NFL player like Billy Ratliff is struggling to break into this lineup. 

5. FLORIDA STATE 
FSU won't miss a beat even after losing two first-round picks from 1996. Andre 
Wadsworth, Greg Spires, Jerry Johnson, Corey Simon and Julian Pittman are all big- pets. 

6. MISSISSIPPI STATE 
The depth might not be outstanding, but the Threesome of active end Greg Favors’ ma 

_ huge tackles’ Eric Dotson and James Grier certainty Is. 

7. SSM 

= while Nick Ziegler a 
rl) ge 05h 
ee 
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LINEBACKERS 


Simmons Plays In the Mold of Butkus and Lambert 


a7 © 


lemson can thank NFL Films for 
making a monster out of 
Anthony Simmons. Already 
the No. 6 all-time tackler in Tigers history, 
Simmons never goes into a football game 
without first popping a trusty tape into 
the VCR. 

It's one of those NFL’s Greatest Hits 
tapes, and just watching it, usually on a 
Thursday night, puts the Clemson junior in 
a surly mood. 

“Being real aggressive is what being a 
linebacker is all about,” says Simmons, a 
third-team Associated Press All-American 
his first two years. 

For role models Simmons has chosen 
a pair of madmen whose prime ended 
before Simmons was even born: Dick 
Butkus and Jack Lambert. 

“| like a lot of the old players, but those 
are the two most aggressive linebackers I’ve 
ever seen in my life,” Simmons says, a trace 
of awe slipping into his deep voice. “They 
go out and plan on destroying anything that 
gets in their path.” 

Sounds like a description of Simmons, 
the scourge of the Atlantic Coast Confer- 


ence the past two seasons. 

The 6-1, 225-pound inside linebacker 
made a school-record 178 tackles as a 
sophomore — 14.8 a game. That broke 
the previous mark of 175 tackles set by 
Jeff Davis in 1981, Clemson’s national 
championship season. 

Simmons led the Tigers with seven 
sacks and had at least 11 tackles in every 
game. For his 24-game career, Simmons 
has reached double figures in tackles all 
but three times. 

Butkus and Lambert would be proud. 

“What | like best is their aggression and 
their strength,” Simmons says. “Those were 
big, strong guys with tremendous intensity. 
You could see they were great just by the 
way they go about playing the game. They're 
out there thinking they’re invincible and that 
nobody could stop them.” 

Surely there have been times when 
Simmons felt invincible. Maybe in his 20- 
tackle game against arch-rival South Car- 
olina. Or perhaps in his 13-tackle game at 
Florida State, when he dragged a blur 
named Warrick Dunn to the ground with 
one outstretched hand. 
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Texas A&M. 
Michigan 
Syracuse 
Penn State 


Southern Miss 


15. Keith Brooking 242 
16. Lester Towns 240 
17, Ron Rogers 240 
18. Greg Bright 225 
19. Armegis Spearman 240 

. Daryl Bush 235 


Aaron Humphrey 247 
Chester Burnett 511 223 
Mark Simoneau 60 225 
Jay Foreman &] 230 
Jim Talich 6-2 240 
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4. Brandon Tolbert 


5. Johnny Rutledge _ 
6. Darren Hambrick _ 


7. Aaron Collins 
8. lke Reese 
9. DeShone Myles 
10. Travis Ochs 
11. Pat Tillman. 
12. Jerry Jensen 
13. Ron Merkerson 
14. Al Wilson 
15. Mike Parker 
16. Kendall Ogle 
17. Brandon Spoon 
18. Brandon Moore 
19. C.J. McLain 
20. Andre Rhodes 
21. Chris Bordano 
22. Brad Martin 
23. Jim Nelson 
24. DanJuan Magee 
25. Michael Smith 
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LINEBACKERS 
“I've had a few 18-tackle games but 
I can’t say I've felt invincible yet,” Top LINEBACKER CORPS 


Simmons says. “Now if 1 can make 
25 tackles in a game, then I'll start 


thinking I'm doing ci good. . PENN STATE h ing the inside, billed hoot’ 
3 5 jon fers his sophomore season manning the inside, as the school's most 
His coaches would disagree. They dominant defensive force in memory. Outside are veterans Aaron Collins and Jim Nelson, with 
already speak in reverential tones highly fespected backups. 
about his accomplishments. 2 NO RTH carouna interesti biem: With Ki Mays inside and Bri 
iching sta with an interesting problem: vuusama Mays inside and Brian 
Clemson head coach Tommy Simmons outside, just one spot remains for upcoming stars Brandon Spoon and Keith Newman. 
West was an assistant under Danny 3. MICHIGAN 
Ford in the 1980s. As linebackers Year after year, the Wolverines have had top-drawer ‘backer units. With Sam Sword and Co. 
. . - 5 foaming sideline-to-sideline, Michigan's defense will be as giving as S F 
ANTHONY SIMMONS 02h, West worked firsthand with 4 e onGl A wilh oestrous 
the likes of Ed McDaniel, Levon The Bulldogs boast two of the most underappreciated players in college football in Brandon 
Kirkland and Doug Brewster. He says Simmons in many ways Tolbert and Greg Bright, The cast has the strength and speed to rate higher by season’s end. 


5. GEORGIA TECH 
Keith Brooking and Ron Rogers possess the demeanor to Infllct pain while being cerabral 
enough to be like extra coaches on the field. The second-liners are chock full of speed. 


6. CINCINNATI 
Yes, Cincinnati. Brad Jackson has made life miserable for QBs for three seasons; if Phillip Curry 
ever reaches his potential, "show me seven-figures" may be his motto. 


7. TEXAS A&M 
Dat Nguyen Is considered by some as the nation’s best on the inside, while Trent Driver is 
primed to become a factor, with products of fine recruiting in recent years ganging up. 


8. FLORIDA STATE 
Sam Cowart and Daryl Bush are difference-makers who suffered injuries that hampered growth. 
Now both seem primed to return with o vengeance. 


9. KANSAS STATE 
In Manhattan, BS (before Bill Snyder), the image of aggressive, lean, mean linebackers was 
merely a dream. It’s reality nowadays in Travis Ochs and Mark Simoneau. 


. AUBURN 
Yes, Takeo Spikes has Sunday ability, but the young, supremely talented supporting cast is the 
most Intriguing aspect of this group, coached by defensive coordinator Bill Oliver. 


has already surpassed them. 

“Some of those other guys had 
off days,” West says. “I don’t think 
I've seen Anthony have a bad game 
in two years.” 

Simmons has come a long way 
from the moody kid at Spartanburg 
(S.C.) High who nearly quit the foot- 
ball team his junior year. In fact, 
squeezed for cash to support an 
infant daughter, Simmons acknowl- 
edges spending a couple of weeks 
dealing crack in his housing project 
the summer before his senior year. 

He stopped when his mother 
walked in on a transaction and forced him to flush $300 worth of crack 
down the toilet. 

“He knew I was ready to break LINEB F 
his head in,” says Cynthia Sim- ACKER ACTORIES 
mons, who works two jobs and 65- 


hour weeks to make ends meet. “I 1, COLORADO 

just about went off on him. I was ee hed sr of all positions to pick, the “King of the Hill,” Colorado's depth of talent 
furious. I threatened him and he Chad Brown, now with the Seahawks, has fumed info a one-man wracking crew. Ted Johinson 

j t pl ployed well for the AFC champion Pattlots, Greg Blekert In Oakland and Sam Rogers in Buffalo also 
' ‘a 
knew Masco don t Ie ore solid contributors, Alfred Williams, a linebacker with the Buffs, had an exceptional year on the 
that game. defensive line with Denver in ’96, Matt Russell ond Greg Jones were recently dratted by the Lions 
Her son no longer plays games and Redskins, respectively. 

* 2. OHIO STATE SES See ea ae 
either. At least not those kind of ‘ Anchored by Pepper Johnson, who is back in New York but now with the Jets, and Chris Splel- 
games. He’s much wiser now. Wise man of the Bills, the Buckeyes have sent a steady stream of linebackers to the pros. Lorenzo 
enough to realize how bright his : eee Tovar and Craig Powell are all productive NFL players. 

BRIAN SIMMONS football future appears. i 
te ‘ A Junior Seau may be the best linebacker in the NFL today, Willle McGinest played a big part In 

I realized how things work on the the Patriots’ run to the Super Bowl, Brian Williams got a ring with the Packers, and though thelr 

street as well as society in general,” Simmons says of that dan- 4 a ii on up, who can forget veterans Clay Matthews, Jack Del Rio and Duane Bickett? 
gerous fortnight back in 1994. “It : 


Winston Moss, now with Seattie, has been a solid pro for 10 years. Michael Barrow, who 
recently signed with the Carolina Panthers, has emerged as one of the leaque’s top backers. Darrin 
Smith, now with the Eagles, was an Integral part of two Cowboys championships, and Jessie Arm- 
stead has blossomed with the New York Glonts. Ray Lewis burst onto the NFL scene with a super 
fookie season with Baltimore, 


5. ALABAMA 
Derrick Thomas and Cornelius Bennett have been perennial All-Pros, with Antonio London 
(Detroit) a productive player and Dwayne Rudd being counted on heavily by the Vikings as a first- 
found draft choice. Journeyman Keith McCants apparently was stung by the Tampa Bay jinx ofter 
being the Buc’s first-round choice, while Lemanski Hall and Derrick Oden have played In the league 
lately, too. 


showed me things I didn’t want to be 
involved in. It showed me a life I didn’t 
want to have. 

“You learn best from experience. 
Somebody can tell you, ‘Don’t do this. 
Don't do that.’ But you really have to 
learn for yourself.” 

Simmons has learned a lot. He’s 
even learned to respect his elders, 
particularly those who played a mean 
linebacker in their day. fa 

— Mike Berardino KORY MINOR 


OTHERS: clemson (Levon Kirkland, Wayne Simmons, Ed McDaniel); UCLA (Ken Norton Jr., 
Jamir Miller, Marvcus Patton); Florida State (Derrick Brooks, Marvin Jones, Devin Bush); Michigan 
State (Carl Banks, Dixon Edwards, Rob Fredrickson, Percy Snow); Texas A&M (Quentin Coryatt, William 
Thomas, Reggie Brown); Penn State (Andre Collins, some journeymen and a long standing reputation). 
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Woodson Causes Double Duty Headaches 


he scary news about Charles Woodson 

is now the old news about Charles 

Woodson. The two-way thing — 
Woodson killing teams at cornerback and 
haunting them as an occasional wide receiver 
— opponents have had a season to assimilate. 

It's the new twist on that tale as the 
1997 season approaches that gives teams a 
fresh fear to contemplate as they ponder 
another year of torment from the 6-1, 195- 
pound University of Michigan junior. 

Those few plays Woodson knew last year 
no longer constitute the entirety of his capa- 
bility to do damage on offense. 

Word is, Woodson spent most of spring 
practice away from his normal spot at cor- 
nerback, where he was selected the Big Ten’s 
Freshman of the Year in 1995 and was a 
first-team all-conference selection each of the 
past two seasons. 

Woodson, however, wasn’t standing on the 
sidelines resting, avoiding the risk of injury like 
so many studs who've proven their value and 
thus are spared the rigor of March workouts. 

No, Woodson was hip deep in his cameo 
role at wide receiver, or more accurately, his 
former cameo role at wide receiver. 

Now his insertion into the lineup won't 
scream, “Reverse coming,” or “Watch the 
deep route.” 


Now it will scream, “Uh, oh.” 

“T'm looking forward to the chance this 
year to play a lot more wide receiver,” said 
Woodson, who rushed six times for 152 
yards and caught 13 passes for 164 yards, 
and starring on defense, where he made five 
interceptions and 69 tackles. “Last year, I 
really didn’t know very many plays, so | 
couldn’t really show what I can do. 

“That won't be the case this year. I'll 
know everything there is to know about 
receiver, so that will make me much more of 
an all-around threat than I was last year.” 

Yikes. That sound you hear is the jaw of 
every defensive coordinator in the Big Ten 
smacking the pavement, since what Wood- 
son didn’t know last year certainly didn’t 
seem to hurt him. 

Against Illinois — on the first time he 
touched the ball on offense — he went 57 
yards on a reverse. 

Against UCLA, he went 31 yards ona 
busted end-around the Bruins had — or 
thought they had — stopped cold. 

Against Indiana, he went 48 yards for a 
touchdown on another reverse that made the 
difference in Michigan’s 27-20 victory. 

And against Michigan State, he caught 
passes in both end zones in the same quarter, 
the first an interception of the Spartans and 


MICHIGAN’S CHARLES WOODSON 
the second a touchdown pass from quarter- 
back Scott Dreisbach. 

“Charles Woodson is just an amazing 
athlete,” Michigan coach Lloyd Carr said. 
“He’s a very talented individual who has 
applied himself and become a legitimate 
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Top SAFETIES 


170 North Carolina 

175 Miami 

185 _ Tennessee 

179__ Notre Dame 

180 Nebraska 

160 Brigham Young 

180 ‘Florida 

173 
178 
0 175 
1118072 
170 


Sn 
510 
5 


~ 6. Robert Williams 
7. Duane Starks 


—8.TemyFoir 
CA Allen Rossum 


b si 1 185 ‘Oklahoma State 
Ts ‘Shevin Smith Sr 60 191 Florida State 
8. Omar Brown Sr 5-10 195  NorthCarolina _ 
9. Shaun Williams Sr 62 204 UCLA 
10. Ryan Black Sr 510 190 Colorado 
11. Damien Richardson Sr 62 210 Arizona State 11. 
. Mitchell Freedman Jr 60 196 Arizona State 12. 
. Eric Collier , 61 213 Northwestern 13. 
. Mark Roman 60 185 LSU Ets: 
. Eric Warfield _ Sr 60 195 Nebraska _ an maid: 
16. Martavius Houston _ 6&1 219 Auburn =] Sha 
. Joey Eloms 5-11 181 Indiana. 17. 
. Brad Ware 62 180 Auburn — aes 
__19. Ben Washington _ 60 200 | South Carolina 19. 
. Tony Blevins _60 170 Kansas 20. 
. Arturo Freeman 6&1 187 South Carolina y SPIE 
2. Gana Joseph _ 60 202 Oklahoma 4 Ok, 
__23. Teako Brown 5-11 190 Florida 23. 
24. Tawambi Settles _ 63 195 Duke 


25. Antwan Edwards 61 210 Clemson 


Stun Morgan 
Fred Weary 
Loren Johnson 
Antoine Winfield 
Jason Simmons _ 
Champ Bailey 
Fernando Bryant 
Shad Criss 

Plez Atkins 

Brian Kelly 
_Damen Wheeler 
Tony Darden 
. Samari Rolle - 
24. Kelly Malveaux 
25. Perlo Bastien 


Virginia Tech 
Ohio State 
Arizona State 
Georgia 
Alabama_ 
Missouri 


5-10 178 


60 180 
190 

170 

196 


Southern Cal 
Colorado _ > 
_196 Texas Tech 

175 Florida State _ 

175 Arizona 


__ 185 West Virginia _ 
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DEFENSIVE BACKS 


BF cso BACK FACTORIES 


threat on offense without his play on 
defense suffering at all.” Instead, and 
this is where opposing coaches might 


Woodson believes his dalliance on 
offense will actually make him a better 
cornerback. 

“Oh, that’s definitely true,” he said. 
“Now that I’m playing receiver and 
learning more about how to be success- 
ful over there, I see what receivers do to 
1 beat DBs. Now I can watch for those 
things and figure out ways to defend 
against them. 

“T'm still not the best DB that I can be 
yet. There are a lot of things I can work 
on, as far as improving my technique, 
getting better breaks out of my 
backpedal ... I'm nowhere near as good 
as I can be.” 

This desire for improvement on 
what many would deem an already- 
finished product doesn’t surprise 
Woodson’s teammates any more than 
they were stunned by his instant 
impact on the Wolverines’ offense. 

“If he says he’s going to do some- 
thing, I swear, he does it,” said Mar- 
cus Ray, Michigan's free safety. “He’s 
laid back, but he’s confident in every- 

thing he does. 
| “He likes the challenge of being 
the best defensive back in the country 
and the best wide receiver. He wants 
to do things nobody else in college 
football has done. Sometimes in 
practice, I just turn into a spectator 
watching him.” 

As do the receivers Woodson covers. 
Back as a not-so-tender freshman, his two interceptions against 
eventual Biletnikoff Award-winner Terry Glenn carried the Wolverines to 

an upset of Ohio State that kept the Buckeyes out of the Rose Bowl. 

A knee injury in the Alamo Bowl to end the 1995 season didn’t 
require surgery, but it did require Woodson to examine his career and 
determine he wanted to do more with however much time he had left 
to play football. 

“When you get injured, it really opens your eyes,” he said. 
“When it first happened, I thought, ‘Oh, man, this is over. After just 
one year, it’s over.’ It really makes you appreciate the sport and your 
ability to play it. 

“In my case, | don’t like being off the field. I never was off the field 
much in high school. So, when I saw we needed help on offense, I 
went to Coach Carr and asked if he would give me a shot over there.” 

That shot has echoed loudly around the Big Ten and the nation, 
making Woodson the poster child for the return of the two-way player. 

“L love it,” he said. “I don’t have any plans on stopping it, either 
here or at the next level. It’s something I want to do and something | 
can do, so why not do it?” 


CHARLES WOODSON 


ANTHONY POINDEXTER 


DONOVIN DARIUS 


— Bruce Hooley 


want to sit down to steady themselves, 


They well give FSU the Seminoles’ most famous DB, 
Everything,” Ge Sansa Tight bs the postions best ever. Tan ws tei vio me 
far behind, though. LeRoy Butler is one of the NFL's best sofeties for the Packers. Terrell 
Buckley experienced a rebirth under Jimmy Johnson in Miami. 

Others include Dedrick Dodge (Broncos), who started in the World League and ended up 
playing on a world champion with the 49ers, Add Devin Bush (Falcons), Martin Mayhew 
(Bucs), Clifton Abraham (Bucs), Corey Fuller (Vikings) and Corey Sawyer (Bengals), and 
you have enough Seminoles for two great defensive backfields. 

2. NOTRE DAME 

The Fightin’ Irish ate a solid runner-up. The best is Bobby Taylor of the Eagles. The Ram’s 
Todd Lyght is not far behind, nor is Tom Carter, newly of the Bears, and Pat Terrell with 
Carolina. Rod Smith and Pat Eilers are also bouncing around the league. At safety, most 
teams would be happy to have Jeff Burris (Bills) and Shawn Wooden (Dolphins) patrolling 
the backfield. 

3. ARIZONA STATE 

Craig Newsome has been an integral part of the Packers’ championship run. Darren 
Woodson has become one of the best safeties in the NFL. Eric Allen has slipped a bit since 
going to the Saints, but still is a fine defensive back. Phillippi Sparks (Giants) and Anthony 
Parker (Rams) also get playing time. 

4. TEXAS A&M 

Aaron Glenn has shown flashes of becoming an elite DB for the Jets. Kevin Smith had a 
down year. But with Deion on the other side, every ball is thrown Smith's way, and there are 
going to be more completions. Other former Aggies in NFL secondaries include Patrick Bates 
with Atlanta, Steve Lofton with the Panthers, and Mickey Washington in Jacksonville. 


5. UCLA 
Carell Lake, who was a linebacker in college, is an All-Pro at whatever position he plays 

for the Steelers. Eric Turner led the league in interceptions for the Ravens and Is now with 
the Raiders. James Washington was a Super Bow! hero in Dallas before moving to the Red- 
skins. Don Rogers had his career cut short by his untimely death. 

OTHERS: Alabama (Antonio Langham, Mark McMillian, George Teague); Colorado 
(Deon Figures, Chris Hudson); Miami (Bennie Blades, Ryan McNeil, Darryl Williams); 
Tennessee (Dale Carter, Terry McDaniel); West Virginia (Alvoid Mays, Bo Orlando). 


Top SECONDARIES 


2. MICHIGAN 
Stort with Charles Woodson, Then look at safeties Marcus Ray a} Taylor, and 
the only place anyone will throw is at the rookie corner, woe that ts ot foe. 
3. ARIZONA 
Five starters are back. Fine secondary coach Duane Akino will find a Key role for each, 
especially Chris McAlister, who might be the Pac-10's top player. 
4. COLORADO 
There's speed to burn in Boulder, with sophomore comer Damen Wheeler a star in the 
making among some other talented players. Ryan Black is a great blood-and-guts SS. 
5. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
Versatile Brian Kelly offers an extra measure of flexibility, and with coverage expert 
Daylon McCutcheon, hard-hitting Grant Pearsall, and speedy Chad Mortan, this group 
should shine. 
6. NEBRASKA 
Don't be fooled by “only one returning starter ....” The Cornhuskers have too much 
talent, ied by sophomores Ralph Brown and Mike Brown, who are future All-Americans. 
7. NOTRE DAME 
CB Allen Rossum is a supreme talent in a secondary well-stocked with experience and 
speed. New coach Bob Davie has reason for high expectations. 
8. UTAH 
Utah held foes fo just 154 yards a game on 50 percent accuracy through the air 
(that’s in the WAC, remember), with five of the top six players returning — including 
three starters. 


9. OHIO STATE 
This unit encapsulizes '97 Buckeyes: Only one returning starter (Damon Moore), but new 
guys (Antoine Winfield, Che Bryant, Gary Berry) showed enough in ‘96 to warrant this pick. 
10. FLORIDA STATE 


The Seminoles faced 358 passes last year, and allowed only nine TDs and 45 percent 
completions. Safety Shevin Smith and Samari Rolle lead an always-athletic FSU group. 
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KICKERS 


Dawson Has a Leg Up on the Competition 


PHOTO BY DOUG HOLLEMAN 


¢ 
the country (R. Jay Sowa! 
Jons are scary. ; 
4. TEXAS 
No kicker is better in the clutch than All-American Phil Dawson. But he’s not all the 
Longhorns have, with veteran punter Mark Schultis and a measure of experience at the 
fetum spots. 
. NOTRE DAME 


Hunter Smith (43.3-yard average) is back for a third year as the punter, with a plethora of 


solid kicking candidates and one of the nation’s best return men in Allen Rossum (3 TDs). 
. TENNESSEE 
Kicker Jeff Hall needs to recover from a back problem, but if he does, the Vols will be 
in good ... er, feet. Terry Fair is an outstanding return guy, despite loss of Peerless Price 
to injury. 
_ LSU 


The Tigers dominated opponents in all phases of the kicking game except for FGs, and with 


experience at all key positions, they should be even better this season. 
. TEXAS A&M 


The combination of kicker Kyle Bryant (18-for-23 FGs) and the kickoff coverage team with 


the enthusiasm generated by the Twelfth Man ensures solid production. 
. NEVADA 
Merely having Damon Shea and his 20-for-22 field-goal performance back from last season 
gives the Wolf Pack another edge on opponents. 
10. MICHIGAN STATE 


We're giving the Spartans the benefit of the doubt that they can learn to block better for the 
punter (4 punts blocked in 1996), but Chris Gardner (17-for-22 FGs) and Paul Edinger 
(41.8-yard punt avg.) have good legs. 
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here’s more to kicking the football than having a strong 
leg. There’s an issue of a strong mind for concentration 
.. and a strong stomach for nerves. 

That's the combination that Texas senior Phil Dawson takes 
onto the field. Dawson overcame reconstructive knee surgery that 
threatened his 1996 season, and promptly made 19 of 24 field- 
goal attempts to give him 46 on 63 attempts in his career, includ- 
ing 6-for-11 from beyond 50 yards. 

Nebraska punter Jesse Kosch joins Dawson as an All-Ameri- 
can, averaging a school-record 44.7 yards a punt. That's not in 
some mountain-top stadium, either. Three years ago, Kosch 
backed up Darin Erstad, but was pressed into duty in 1995 when 
Erstad decided to give up football ... and wound up as the Califor- 
nia Angels first baseman. 0 


2 5. _Brian Gowins ‘Sr 5-10 168 Northwestern __ 
6. Kyle Bryant __ Sr 5-7 162) TexasA&M 
7. Chris Gardner Ea) St 9 195 Michigan State _ 
8. Shayne Graham So 60 197 Virginia Tech 
9. Andy Crosland So 61] 205 Miami 

10. Jaret Holmes Sr 62 209 Auburn 

11. Jeff Hall Jr 60 182 Tennessee 
12. Adam Bailey Jr 510 159 Minnesota 
13. Robert Nycz Sr 5-11 194 Arizona State 
14. Kevin Miller Sr 60 200 Stanford 
15. Adam Abrams Jr 5-9) 185" “USEC 


Jr 60 215 Oklahoma State 
64 215 Fresno State 
6&1 188 Indiana. 
dunter Smith | Jr 62 211 Notre! Dame 
7h Jason | Malecki _ Se STE Ore 221 Boston College _ 


8. Chris Sailor 190 UCLA 

9. Jason Bloom 5 185 NewMexico  _ 
10. Jeff Banks 175 Washington St. 
11. Chad Kessler 197__ LSU 

12. Brent Bartholemew 205 Ohio St. 

13. Jason McLean 200 Nevada 

14. Jaret Holmes 209 Auburn 

15. Jeremy Borseth 201 Louisville 
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1996 NATIONAL LEADERS 


RUSHING RECEPTIONS PER GAME 
Name, SCHOOL G Car Yarps Avc TD Yps/G Name, SCHOOL Games Rec Yos 1D Rec/G 
Troy Davis, lowa State LTP 402021 85a St4 2 Poss Damond Wilkins, Nevada 11 114 «+1121 4 10.4 
| Byron Hanspard, TexasTech 11 339 2084 61 13 189.5 | | Marcus Harris, Wyoming 12 109 1650 13) 9:1 
Scott Harley, EastCarolina 11 307 1745 57 14 1586 | Geoffery Noisy, Nevada 1h 9By as Oe BS 
Ron Dayne, Wisconsin 12 295 1863 63 18 155.3 | Chad Mackey, Louisiana Tech 11 85 14646 10 77. 
Silas Massey, Cil. Michigan 10 312 1544 49 16 154.4 Nakia Jenkins, Utah State ie Ole 71597 aoe: 
Corey Dillon, Washington 11 (271 1555 5.7 22) dN Brandon Stokley, SW louisiana 11 +81 +1160 7 7.4— 
Darnell Autry, Northwestern 10) ©2263. "1386. 5:3" 15)” 198.6 Brian Roberson, Fresno State 1] 78 1248 RE elt. 
David Thompson, Oklahoma Si.11 293 1524 5.2 13 138.6 | | Will Blackwell, San Diego State 9 60 1000 11 67 
Beau Morgan, Air Force W225 1494 6.6 18 135.8 | Reggie Allen, Ctl. Michigan 10 OOH 229 PR OCee 
June Henley, Kansas 10 302 1349 45 17 134.9 Kevin Lockett, Kansas State 1] 72 882 6 66 
INTERCEPTIONS TOTAL OFFENSE 
Name, SCHOOL Games INT Yos 1D iInt/G Name, SCHOOL Games RusH Pass Torta Yos/G 
Dre' Bly, North Carolina 1] 11 14] ] 1.0 Josh Wallwork, Wyoming 12 119 4090 4209 350.8 
Brian Lee, Wyoming 12 8 68 0 0.7 Ryan Fien, Idaho 1] 65 3662 3597 327.0 
Kim Herring, Penn State 12 74 64 0 0.6 Pat Barnes, California 1] 83 3499 3416 310.6 
Kevin Jackson, Alabama 12 7 44 ] O67 || Jon Denton, UNLV 12 38 3591 3629 302.4 
Chris McAlister, Arizona 1] 6 103 1 0.6 Jason Martin, Louisiana Tech 1] 39 3360 3321 301.9 
—_ — — Danny Wuerffel, Florida 12-100 3625 3525 293.8 
CU FIELD GOALS Billy Blanton, San Diego State 11 60 3221 3161 287.4 
Name, ScHooL Gams. FGA FG: Por_F6/G Peyton Manning, Tennessee 11  -131 3287 3156 286.9 
Rafael Garcia, Virginia 1] 27 21 77.8 19 Koy Detmer, Colorado 11 6 3156 3150 286.4 
Marc Primanti, N.C. State 1] 20 20 100.0 18% | | Steve Sarkisian, BYU 14 44 4027 3983 284.5 
Damon Shea, Nevada 1] 22 20 909 1.8 _—_— — 
James Anderson, Tulsa 1] 28 LO 4A alse, PUNTING 
Cory Wedel, Wyoming 12 Lhe S20 As lemme eye Name, SCHOOL Games No Ybs Avc 
Bill Marinangel, Vanderbilt 11 77 3586 46.6 
SCORING Noel Prefontaine, San Diego State 11 48 2234 46.5 
Name, ScHooL GD XP FP Ps Ps/PG Andy Russ, Mississippi State 1 53 2466 46.5 
Corey Dillon, Washington [ie e2or" 0 OD 389 W126 Ty Atteberry, Baylor nN 60 278) 16.4 
Troy Davis, lowa State 1] 21 0 0 126 11.5 Tucker Phillips, Rice 1] 53 2433 45.9 
Calvin Branch, Colorado St. 12 22 0 OF 1327 STO —— ——— - —— 
Terry Battle, Arizona State 1] 20 0 On 120109 ALL-PURPOSE YARDS 
Skip Hicks, UCLA TIES 20 EC 0 120 109 Name, SCHOOL G Rush Rec Ret Yarps Yos/PG 
June Henley, Kansas 10,5 18 0) 0) 108 510.8 Troy Davis, lowa State 11 2185 61 118 2364 214.9 | 
Damon Shea, Nevada 11 QO’ 55 20 T1S¥_ S05 Byron Hanspard, Texas Tech 11 2084 192 0 2276 206.9 
Beau Morgan, Air Force SSO OA OR anos Corey Dillon, Washington 11 1555 273 357 2185 198.6 
Sedrick Irvin, Michigan St. 11 18 0 0 108 9.8 Kevin Faulk, [SU 1] 1282 134 688 2104 191.3 
Silas Massey, Cil. Michigan 10 16 2 0 98 9.8 Silas Massey, Cil. Michigan 10 1544 103 159 1806 180.6 
PASSING EFFICIENCY 
eS 
Steve Sarkisian, BYU 14 404 278 68.5 12 4027 33 173.6 
Danny Wuerffel, Florida 12 360 207 57.5 13 3625 39 170.6 
Billy Blanton, San Diego State 11 344 227 66.0 5 3221 29 169.6 — 
Josh Wallwork, Wyoming 12 458 286 62.5 15 4090 33 154.7 
John Dutton, Nevada 11 334 222 66.5 6 2750 22 153.8 
Pat Barnes, California 11 420 250 59.5 8 3499 31 150.1 
Peyton Manning, Tennessee 1] 380 243 64.0 12 3287 20 147.7 
Mike Fouts, Utah 1] 302 77a 58.6 7 2526 21 147.2 
Ryan Clement, Miami (FI) 1 246 148 60.2 6 1983 18 147.1 
Brent Baldwin, Ball State 11 205 121 59.0 5 1703 14 146.5 


RETURNING PLAYER IN BOLDFACE 
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SCOPING THE NATION 


One More Shot for the HOSE Bowl 


HEISMAN TROPHY OUTLAND TROPHY 
OUTSTANDING PLAYER INTERIOR LINEMAN 

(DOWNTOWN ATHLETIC CLUB OF NEW YORK) (FOOTBALL WRITERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA) 

PEYTON MANNING QB Tennessee 1, AARON TAYLOR OG Nebraska 


BRONCO NAGURSKI AWARD 


BUTKUS AWARD 


DEFENSIVE PLAYER LINEBACKER 
(FOOTBALL WRITERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA) (DOWNTOWN ATHLETIC OF ORLANDO) 
GRANT WISTROM DE Nebraska :_ ANDY KATZENMOYER Ohio State 


JIM THORPE AWARD 
DEFENSIVE BACK 
(ATHLETIC CLUB OF OKLAHOMA CITY) 


DAVEY O'BRIEN AWARD 
QUARTERBACK 
(CHARITABLE TRUST OF FORT WORTH) 


nd 
a national championship game again 


1, PEYTON MANNING _ Tennessee 
- this season. The Alliance blocks out teams e FRED BILETNIKOFF AWARD 
_ from conferences it doesn't like, and gener- 4 (DOWNTOWN ATHLETIC CLUB OF ORLANDO) 
ally disregards the likelihood of Pac-10 or 5. 


._D'WAYNE BATES Northwestern 


Big Ten teams running the fable. 

It never happens. And so the Rose Bow! 
has not produced an undisputed national 
champion since 1972, with last season’s 
double-whammy serving as a perfect exam- 
ple of the Rose Bowl jinx. 

¢ First, 10-0 Ohio State did its annual 
choke job against Michigan, ruining its own 
perfect record, ending its winning streak and 
breaking the heart of the Rose Bowl all in 
one second-half praifall. 

lt was the fourth time in five years that 
either the Pac-10 or Big Ten champion has 
lost a game even affer clinching the league 
file, serving fo tarnish the Jan. 1 matchup. 

¢ Then, once 11-0 Arizona State got fo 
Pasadena with a perfect record, all it needed to 


LOMBARDI AWARD 
LINEMAN 

(ROTARY CLUB OF HOUSTON) 

1, GRANTWISTROM DE Nebraska 


LOU GROZA AWARD 
PLACEKICKER 

(PALM BEACH SPORTS AUTHORITY) 

PHILLIP DAWSON Texas 


ik 


DOAK WALKER AWARD 
RUNNING BACK 
(GTE/SMU ATHLETIC FORUM, DALLAS) 


1. RON DAYNE Wisconsin 


BEAR BRYANT AWARD 
COACH OF THE YEAR 


1. MACK BROWN North Carolina 


5. BOB DAVIE Notre Dame 


do was win and watch No. 3 Florida beat No. seconds, which brings us to this point. ably shifts to a different bow! game, leaving the 
] Florida State to give the Rose Bowl a I's like this: The Pac-10 or Big Tencham- —_ Rose Bow! fo become a novelty (Look, it’s 
national champion. Alas, although Florida pion always blows it at the end of the season, Northwestern!”) or an exercise in parity expla- 
would eventually uphold its end of the bargain, eroding some prestige from the Rose Bow! nation (“We beat each other up in these 

ASU gave away the Rose Bow! in the final 20 game. College football's big picture then invari- leagues’) or just a flat denial that any bow! 
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game beyond Colorado Boulevard exists (“This 
is the Granddaddy ...’), 

In the meantime, the Orange Bow! will 
accept the 1-2 Bowl Alliance matchup at the 
end of this season. 


What to look for in ‘97 
It’s the Orange Bowl's turn 

The ever-confusing Bowl Alliance rotates 
ifs fulcrum to Miami this season, where the 
Orange Bowl will have the first two picks of all 
the good teams in the country that aren’t in 
the Big Ten and Pac-10 conferences. 

The Fiesta Bow! (Nebraska vs. Florida) and 
Sugar Bowl (Florida vs. Florida State) scored 
with the 1-2 picks the past two years, producing 
an undisputed national champion each time. 

On the evening of Jan. 2, we're looking 
for a Tennessee vs. Notre Dame or Florida 
State or North Carolina matchup in Pro Player 
Stadium, which used to be Joe Robbie Sta- 
dium, which is where the Orange Bowl is 
played. Yep, only in the Bow! Alliance is the 
Orange Bowl not played in the Orange Bowl. 


No Kosy deal for 1997 

The Alliance, Rose Bowl and TV networks 
illustrated all-too clearly last year that we can’t 
expect a last-minute deal to arrive riding a 
white horse in case the national championship 
threatens fo be split by the bowl games. 


Last season, remember, Florida State was 
No. 1, Arizona State was No. 2, Florida was 
No. 3 and Ohio State was No. 4 entering the 
bowl games, and no adjustments were made 
in the contracts or matchups — FSU-Florida 
played in the Sugar, and ASU-OSU in the Rose. 


Downtown Athletic Club: 
Peyton’s place 

With quarterback Peyfon Manning return- 
ing to Tennessee for his senior season rather 
than become the No. 1 pick in the NFL draft 
last April, the Heisman Trophy has turned into 
a race that could make Secretariat's 1973 
Belmont blitz look like a photo finish. 

Not since 1982, when Herschel Walker 
started the season as the prohibitive Heisman 
favorite after finishing third and second in the 
voting the two previous years, has a player been 
g larger preseason favorite than Manning in ‘97. 


Will FSU’s streak ever end? 

Florida State is in the middle of one of the 
most amazing streaks in sports, having fin- 
ished among the Top 5 teams in the country 
for each of the past 10 seasons. 

Surprisingly, only twice have the Semi- 
noles entered New Year's Day within reach of 
the national championship — beating Nebraska 
in the Orange Bowl for the 1998 title, and falling 
to Florida in the Sugar at the end of last season. 
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The last time 

Jack Daniel Distillery 
brought out a 

new whiskey, 


Prestdent Johnoon was 
tn the White Howse. 


Andrew Johngon. 
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Please tell us about yoursel 


From time to time we at LINDY’S FOOTBALL ANNUALS have questions we'd like to ask our readers. Today we need help from many 
of you — even those who don’t often answer questionnaires. We won't take much of your time, and who knows, you may even win tickets to 
see your favorite team play. Just fill in this brief questionnaire and mail the form as soon as possible. All responses are completely confidential. 
Thank you! 


1. Which of these LINDY’S MAGAZINES do you read? (Please check as many as apply.) 


Pro Football College Football 4 Pro Basketball O 
2. How long have you been reading LINDY’S FOOTBALL? 
New reader 2 Years 0 4 Years O 6-9 Years O 
1 Year 3 Years 0 5 Years 4 10 Years or More 
3. How much of this book would you say you have read? 
All or Practically All 2 About 3/4 3 
About 1/2 1/4 or less 0 
4. In an average week during the season about how often do you refer to the LINDY’S issue? times. 


5. Not including yourself, how many other friends or family members will look through your copy of LINDY’S? 
Number of Males Number of Females 


6. a) Did you buy either of the following sports books last year? 


Athlon Football Yes O No O 
Street & Smith Football Yes O No U 
b) Please indicate how often you read each of the following publications. 
Read Read Hardly Never 
Regularly Occasionally Ever Read Read 
Inside Sports Q Oo a Oo 
Sport Oo Q C a] 
Sports Illustrated oO Q Q Q 
_ The Sporting News a QO 72 Q E | 
PASSENGER CARS 
7. a) How many passenger cars, including station wagons, are currently owned by all the people in your household? 
Number of Cars None O 
For each car currently owned, please indicate: 1st Car 2nd Car 3rd Car 
b) Make (i.e., Oldsmobile, Mercury, BMW, Toyota) 
c) Model (i.e., Toronado, Cougar, 318, Celica) 
d) Year Model 
e) Was it bought new or used? New O Used O New 0 
Used 4 New O Used O 


8. a) Do you or any member of your household plan to buy a car in the next 2 years? Yes O No Q 
b) If yes, will it be a: Domestic Car 9 += Imported Car GQ = Not Sure O 


CAR MAINTENANCE 
9. a) Do you ever do your own car maintenance work? Yes GQ No G 
b) If so, which of the following do you do? (please check as many as apply.) 


Replace Tires 9 Change Oil O Change Oil Filter O 
Change Air Filter 2 Tune-Ups © Replace Windshield Wipers UO 
TRUCKS, MINI- SPORT/UTILITY (OFFROAD) VEHIC 
10. a) Do you or any member of your household currently own any pickup trucks, mini-vans, vans or sports utility (offroad) vehicles 
used partly or entirely for personal or recreational uses? Yes 0 No 9 
b) If so, which of the following? 
Compact/Mid-Sized Pickup UO Full Size Pickup 9 Mini-van 0 Van 0 


Sport/Utility (offroad) 2 
IPATION 


11. Do you yourself actively participate in any sports activity? Yes O No 
a) If so, which activities? 
b) In the past year have you purchased any running/athletic shoes? Yes J No 
c) In the past year have you played golf? Yes Q NoQ@ 


d) If so, how many times have you played? 
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MI. NEOUS 
12. Do you or any member of your household own a video cassette recorder? Yes Q No W 
a) If so, approximately how many blank and/or pre-recorded tapes have you purchased in the past year? 
Blank Tapes Pre-recorded Tapes 
b) Do you tape televised sports events? Yes Q No O 
c) Do you or any member of your household own: 
A Compact Disc Player? Yes Q No 
A Camcorder? Yes Q No O 
A Satellite Dish? Yes Q No O 
A Home Computer? Yes 4 No 


13. Do you or any member of your household own a motorcycle? Yes Q No Q 
Do you plan to buy one in the next 2 years? Yes No U 


14. Are you or any member of your household a collector of trading cards? Yes Q No 
Which kind of cards? Football 9 Basketball O Baseball QO 


15. Do you ever take gambling trips? Yes No 
If yes, how many in the past year? 
Destination? Las Vegas 4 Atlantic City 4 Mississippi 4 Caribbean O 


Cc TERISTICS 


16. Are you: Male Female O 
17. Your age: Under 18 25-29 O 35-39 O 45-491 55-5910 + 65oroverO 
18-24 O 30-34 2 40-44 0 50-544 60-649 


18. What is your marital status? Single Q Married Q Widowed, Divorced, Separated 


19. Are you: White Q Black G Hispanic GQ Oriental @ Other U 


20. Which of the following best describes your present employment status? 
Employed Full-Time 4 Employed Part-Time Not Employed @ 
If employed full or part time: a) What is your particular job called? 
b) Does the job have a title? What is it? 
c) Please indicate below the annual income you personally get from your job before taxes: 


Less than $10,000 3 $15,000-$19,999 $25,000-$34,999 O $50,000 or More 4 
$10,000-$14,999 $20,000-$24,999 O $35,000-$49,999 O 
21. What is the highest level you completed in school? 
Some High School or Less G Attended College 1-3 Years 9 
High School Graduate 9 College Graduate 4 


Attended College Less Than 1 Year Professional or Graduate School After 4 Years of College 2 


22. What is the total combined annual income before taxes of all members of your household including yourself, that is, 
income from jobs as well as other sources? 
Less than $15,0000  $20,000-$24,9990 $30,000-$34,999 a $40,000-$49,999 0 
$15,000-$19,9991 $25,000-$29,9992 + $35,000-$39,999  $50,000-$74,999 Q $75,000 &Over 


23. Do you have any children? Yes Q No O 
If so, how many? 


Thank you for your help. 
Please mail to: 

Lindy Davis 

Lindy’s Sports Annuals 
2700 Highway 280 

Suite 108 

Birmingham, AL 35223 


OPTIONAL: 
If you wish to be entered in the ticket sweepstakes, please fill in your name, address, phone number, and return by Sept. 15, 1997. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY, STATE, ZIP 


PHONE 
a Ss ss ss eee ae 
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One-platoon comeback? 

No, we're not talking about a return to one-platoon football, when 
players never leave the field, but star players are increasingly playing 
both ways, led by Michigan’s Charles Woodson last season. 

Back in 1986, Holy Cross coach Mark Duffner used standout 
Gordie Lockbaum on both sides of the ball, reimplementing the idea of 
using your best player both ways. And in the 1990s, Deion Sanders’ 
flair and success — in addition fo the scholarship limitations that have 
sliced into depth charts — has kick-started what has advanced from a 
momentary craze into a full-fledged trend. 

Players and coaches have hopped onto the bandwagon, searching 
for ways to get the most out of star players, and have some fun in the 
process. In addition to Woodson, Notre Dame's Allen Rossum, Ten- 
nessee’s Terry Fair and USC’s Daylon McCutcheon are among the most 
recognizable names planning two-way contributions in 1997. 


Not assistants for long 

With 24 new coaches in major college football this season, includ- 
ing 17 without previous head coaching experience, the ranks of assis- 
fants who are well-prepared for major head-coaching jobs have been 
reduced, but there are still some outstanding candidates who athletic 
directors will take a hard look at: 

Florida defensive coordinator Bobby Stoops, Notre Dame quarier- 
backs coach Mike Sanford and Washington defensive coordinator 
Randy Hart are widely seen as well-prepared and well-suited to run their 
Own programs, and should get a shot soon. 


Gauntlets : 
1. FLORIDA STATE 

The Seminoles can take credit for forcing the ACC to improve itself 
fo become competitive with them, and now look what they’ve created, 
North Carolina is a Top 5 team, and Virginia and Clemson are also 
plenty tough ... and FSU must visit all three this season. Oh, yeah, and 
then there are non-conference games against Florida, Miami and South- 
ern California. 
2. MICHIGAN = —S eS 

The Wolverines have their hands full in the Big Ten, facing the likes 
of Ohio State, Penn State and two other Lindy’s Top 25 teams (lowa, 
Wisconsin). But by scheduling Notre Dame and Colorado with their 
non-conference slate, Michigan has more than just a tough schedule: 
It's a gauntlet. 
3. UCLA 

We'll let the Bruins carry the flag here, although USC, Washington 
and Stanford also have schedules that qualify among the most difficult 
in college football. UCLA’s non-league games are against Tennessee, 
Texas and Houston, 1996 bowl teams every one, and that doesn’t 
include the conference games. Consider that teams in the Pac-10 face 
Tennessee, Florida State, Notre Dame (twice), North Carolina, Ohio 
State, Texas, Miami, Nebraska, and Brigham Young (twice). 


Little Debbies 


1. AIR FORCE _ 

The Falcons get off of Notre Dame's schedule (sort of a blitzkrieg, 
hit-and-run style you've gotta like), and pick up the Citadel. Non-confer- 
ence games are Idaho, the Citadel, Army and Navy, along with a WAC 
schedule that does not include BYU or Utah. 

2. OKLAHOMA STATE 

The Cowboys are apparently using Kansas State as a role model, 
lining up the two Louisianas that aren‘t LSU (Southwestern and North- 
east) and Fresno State for non-league games. No Nebraska or K-State 
on the league schedule helps, too. 
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1. SEC 


With Florida and Tennessee ranking with the nation’s elite, and 
Alabama, LSU and Auburn in the Top 25, it's tough for teams like 
Georgia and South Carolina to make much headway, even though 
they are making improvements. 


2. Big Ten 


This league goes seven teams deep very well, and was 
strengthened by four good hirings of head coaches in the off-season. 
Is it balance or lack of a great team that has prevented the Big Ten 
from winning a national championship since 1968? 


3. Pac-10 


Another well-balanced and competitive league, but the top end 
isn’t what it could be. Give the league credit, though: Seven teams 
play highly ranked non-conference opponents. And nine of the 10 
are capable of a victory every week. 


4. Big 12 


Nebraska, Colorado and Texas might be better than any team in 
the Pac-10, but the bottom drops out affer that, and the bottom 4-5 
teams are downright awful. Still, the potential is there to quickly rise 
to No. 1 on this list. 


5. ACC 


The league is starting to close the gap on Florida State, with North 
Carolina almost a co-favorite in the race, and Virginia and Clemson 
national programs, too. Georgia Tech and Maryland are showing life, 


but the bottom three are still foo ugly. 
6. WAC 


BYU continues to lead the way, but like the ACC, the top dog 
could help to drag the others upward if they are going fo compete. 
Teams like Utah, Colorado State, Rice and San Diego State appear to 
be on the upswing. 


7- Big East 


This league is in the Bowl Alliance only because of Miami and 
the Eastern market share, not because of the power of the feams or 
overwhelming interest. The incredibly lousy bottom half is keeping 
the Big East from gaining speed. 


8. C-USA 


Many components of this conference are creating o nightmare 
for the ACC and Big East, whose teams are reportedly shying away 
from scheduling C-USA programs. The league has hot potential with 
East Carolina and Army (1998) joining. 


9. MAC 


The league and individual schools have made a lot of moves in 
recent years trying to salvage the Division I-A standing, and it 
appears to be working. The aggressive, forward-thinking approach 
has created a worthwhile bow! outlet, too. 


10. Big West 


Cal State Fullerton, Long Beach State and Pacific knew what 
they were doing ... they quit playing football in this basketball con- 
ference. Although if still has some talent, the league exists basically 
by selling home games fo the Pac-10 and Big 12. 
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3. KANSAS STATE 

The traditional patsy kings, the Wildcats have made a science out of getting teams on the 
schedule that can’t possibly beat them. This year, it’s Northern Illinois, Ohio and Bowling Green, 
although there’s nothing to the rumor that K-State is changing to the MAC. The Big 12 slate keeps 
them from topping this list, much to their chagrin. 


OVERTIME: TWEAK IT OR JUNK IT 

Apparently, they aren't kidding about this ridiculous overtime system. 

Granted, it was set up to get rid of ties, and make for a nice, tidy package for the TV net- 
works, But affer watching it in action for a season, it is clearer than ever that the system chosen 
by the rules committee is a bad system. 

The teams play 60 minutes of football, only fo settle ties with a high school format. The sys- 
tem, in which the teams take turns with possessions starting from the opponents’ 25-yard line, 
often does not reward the better team, accentuates luck and emphasizes field goal kicking. 

To save at least some semblance of the overtime system, the rules committee should: 

¢ Put the ball at the 40 instead of the 25. That way, teams are forced to try to get a first 
down to even get into field goal range. Starting each drive already within range of a field goal is 
too large of a penalty for good defense. 

¢ Do not allow field goal attempts until a team gets at least one first down. That would 
reduce conservative possessions. 

¢ Eliminate extra-points kicks. The whole overtime idea is to eliminate a tie, so get rid of the 
most automatic play in the game, which offen creates ties and robs the game of drama that 
comes with two-point conversions. 

e At the very least, put an asterisk in the NCAA, league, and even school record books. When 
California’s Pat Barnes, for instance, threw for eight fouchdowns in a 56-55, four-overtime vic- 
tory over Arizona, three of the TDs came after regulation. The accomplishment should not be 
compared fo a 60-minute record. 


No. 1 OK BUST 

There are three main components to look for in search of a national champion: What 
they've got, what they can do with if, and how they'll match up ... in other words, talent, coach- 
ing and schedule. 

Given those three elements — regardless of where we have them ranked in our Top 25 — it 
is fair to say that only 10 teams realistically have a shot at the perfect season that is almost 
required to win the 1997 national championship. Other than these 10 teams, anyone else will 
need fo turn a pumpkin into a chariot: Tennessee, Nebraska, Miami, North Carolina, Florida 
State, Florida, Colorado, Texas, Penn State, Ohio State. 


SUMMER CRUISES 
Let's get those 3-4 wins in September as fast as we can, get out of September, and get on 
with the rest of the season: 


TEAM SEPTEMBER FOES COMMENT 

1, TEXAS A&M Sam Houston St., SW Louisiana, N. Texas Should Aggies get full credit for these three walkovers? 
2. KANSAS ST. Northern Illinois, Ohio, Bowling Green Wildcats annually shape up as non-league patsy kings. 
3. OKLAHOMA ST. _Ultah State, Fresno State, NE Louisiana Certain 3-0 start stirs false hopes in Stillwater. 

4. |OWA Northern lowa, Tulsa, lowa St., Illinois Hawkeyes spend month in-state beating up weaklings. 
5. VIRGINIA TECH _ Rutgers, Temple, Arkansas State Syracuse, too, but the others more than offset that one. 


SEPTEMBER BRUISES 
These teams will be lucky to get through the first month of the season without suffering some 
sort of serious setback: 


TEAM SEPTEMBER FOES COMMENT 

1. UCLA Washington St., Tennessee, Texas, Arizona Geez ... Bruins could be 0-4 and be a pretty good team. 
2. TENNESSEE Texas Tech, UCLA, Florida Good thing Vols have two byes during the month. 
3. MICHIGAN Colorado, Baylor, Notre Dame September is “national aspirations month” for UM. 


4. WASHINGTON BYU, South Dakota State, Nebraska No time to relax as Huskies try to re-establish presence. 
5. ARIZONA Oregon, UAB, Ohio State, UCLA All three toughies are on the road, so they're extra-fough. 


1997 


HUNDREDS OF WINNERS © FREE TRADES!» WEEKLY CASH & PRIZES! © ONLINE ACCESS — 


emi 


PrepStar™ Te 
The nation’s #1 Basra Magazine Introduces... 


COLLEGE FANTASY FOOTBALL 


America’s Ultimate 
: College Football Challenge! 
d........$3,000” \ == Cash & Prizes Totaling Over 


2n 

3rd ........$2,000 

sg2000" S95 000 
.00 § : 

a eae Play for only °29.°* 


11-100...Free Entry 


‘ ; I 5 
SELECT ONE PLAYER FROM EACH GROUP « PICK TWO TEAMS FOR DEFENSE 


Pick any two teams from the following conferences: 
Jacquez Green - Fla ACC, Big East, Big 10, Big 12, SEC, Pac 10 
Marcus Nash - Tenn 
Peter Warrick - FSU { 2. 
David Saunders - WVU = = = 
tite ei 
Stephen Alexzander - OK 7 SCORING SYS M 
Peerless Price - Tenn QB's pts RB/WR pts Defense pts Pts. allowed 


Tyrone Goodson - Aub TD pass 6 TO seereee6 Fumble......-3 0-2. : 20 
Pass/25 yds. 1 25yds........2  Interception....3  3-10...-......10 
Rush/i0 yds ...1  Bonus/100+yds.2 Sack .. Joe" 11221 tae 


Ryan Clement - Miami 
Duante Culpepper - C. Fla. 
Chad Hutchinson - Stan 
Peyton Manning - Tenn 
Donovan Mcnabb - Syr 
Corey Sauter - Minn 

Matt Sherman - lowa 
Herb Tyler - LSU 


Darren Davis - la St 

Ron Dayne - Wis 

Jerod Douglas - Bay 
DeAngelo Evans - Neb 
Pepe Pearson - OSU 
Tremayne Stephens - NCST 
Herchell Troutman -Col 
Fred Taylor - Fla 


NOOLwWH = 
CULvUUlUoUveeO 


4 
4 
4 
4 
a 
4 
=) 
| 


@Onounwn — 
Oouooo0oveo 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 


@ 


Zola Davis - S Car 
Tim Dwight - lowa 


peace Rules, Trades, Reports & General Info! 
David Boslon2 OSU Entries must be postmarked by August 30th. Contest 
Larry Foster - LSU begins with games played after 9/1/97. A complete game 
Tai Streets - Mich packet will be sent to every contestant after entry is 
Jay Soward - USC received. ‘Each entry will receive 5 free trades. Additional 
trades will cost $2.00 ea. Form your own league or join one 
Billy Miller - USC of ours. Leagues will be comprised of 25 teams each. 
Nigea Carter - Mi St Bi-weekly player reports with stats and standings will be 
es Eats oe sent to each player. Weekly updates may be viewed on our 
eet es -Cal web site at www.prepstar.com. 
Germaine Crowell - UVA 
Octavious Barnes - UNC 


a Enter Before 
You may enter as often as you like! For multiple entries, please make copies or call Au u st 1 st 
ppp DOULEGE] ___ 1-800+600+7518. Please pay an additional $19.95 ea. for each entry after your frst 3. g 


| Select one of the entry options shown below: and receive a 


J ONE TEAM ENTRY ($49.95) ENCLOSED IS MY PAYMENT OF 
<1 TWO TEAM ENTRY ($39.95 EA.) ENCLOSED IS MY PAYMENT OF . ; copy of 
J THREE TEAM ENTRY ($29.95 EA.) ENCLOSED IS MY PAYMENT OF PrepStar™ 


Tim Couch - Kent 

Scott Frost - Neb 

John Hessler - Col 

Chris Keldorf - UNC 
Zebbie Lethridge - TTech 
Ron Powlus - ND 
Brandon Stewart - A&M 
Anthony Wright - USC 


Curtis Enis - PSU 

Ricky Williams - Tex 
Kevin Faulk - LSU 
Robert Edwards - UGA 
Clarence Williams - Mich 
Dee Feaster - FSU 
Edgerrin James - Miami 
Scott Harley - ECU 


NOOhWH = 
Ouvnvooocce 
NOOhWN = 
Ouooun0uoo 
NOWhOND = 
WUoeououvurt 


a 
2 


@ 


James Brown - Texas 
Thad Busby - FSU 
Dameyune Craig - Aud 
Scott Driesbach - Mich 
Joe Germaine - OSU 
Brock Huard - Wash 
Doug Johnson - Fla 
Cade McNown - UCLA 


Ahman Green - Neb 
Skip Hicks - UCLA 
Sedrick Irvin - MSU 
Ken Oxendine - VT 
Demond Parker - Okla 
Dennis Riddle - Ala 
Omari Walker - BC 
Amos Zereoue - WVU 


SOyOnRon = 
OCoououoodo 

NOOhWNM = 
Coeoucdeo 
Onan on = 
Ooocoocooo 


o 


NAME ___ : s 
ADDRESS _ : : APT. # _ Magazine! 
CITY : — 2p 
DAYTIME PHONE (_____) ——— 
4Check Visa IMC AMX Acct. # 


(Fall Pre-Season All-American Issue) 


You may enter as often as you like! 


Signature _ — Exp. Date 


PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO PREPSTAR. SEND ENTRY FORM AND PAYMENT TO: 
PREPSTAR - 22647 VENTURA BLVD., WOODLAND HILLS, CA 91364 


ROYAL RIVALRIES 

One of the things that makes college football special is rivalries. And 
these five rivalries aren’t necessarily special ... they're actually kind of ugly. 
But it’s an ugly we love. Here’s a glance at what have annually become the 
five biggest grudge matches, when bad feelings run deep and personal, 
offen between the coaches and players other than just with the fans: 


MATCHUP COMMENT 

1. ALABAMA-AUBURN The ‘96 last-minute decision (favoring Bama) only 
intensified things. 

This one has become more fun for national fans 
than for the teams. 

Buffs thought they’d caught up, but NU keeps 
knocking ‘em down. 

ASU fans tearing down goal posts at Arizona 
Stadium was foo much. 

This is more of a brawl than a football game 
sometimes. 


GRUDGE MATCHES: 1997 

These are not traditional rivalries ... well, except for the Florida- 
Florida State one. They're just good, old-fashioned grudge matches, in 
which somebody — maybe somebody on both teams — was particu- 
larly inflammatory in one way or another recently, serving an extra 
measure of grudge for this year's game: 


MATCHUP COMMENT 

1. FLORIDA VS. TENN, FSU, LSU __... See a pattern? Gators (Spurrier) made 
everybody extra mad in ‘96. 

Utah accused Aggies of groin tackling (going for 


2. FLORIDA-FLORIDA ST. 


3. NEBRASKA-COLORADO 


4. ARIZONA-ARIZONA ST. 


5. PITTSBURGH-W. VIRGINIA 


2. UTAH VS. UTAH STATE 


all the marbles). 

3. OHIO STATE VS. MICHIGAN Is this becoming a mental block more than a 
football game? 

4. ARIZONA STATE VS. USC This one percolates when Devils gain upper hand, 


as ‘96 in OT, 


5. OKLAHOMA VS. TEXAS Sooners stunned Longhorns again last year. 


SUPER SUBS 

How offen do you hear an announcer say, “he’s a backup, but he 
could probably start for about 90 percent of the teams in the country.” 

Well, these guys look fo us like they could be stars if and when 
they break the lineup. As young players, or with all-stars ahead of them, 
or suited for specific roles in the eyes of their coaches, they usually 
won't run onto the field at the start of a game for the first snap, but that 
doesn’t mean they aren't high-quality players: 


SUPER SUB POS. STARTER TEAM 

1. DeANGELO EVANS RB AHMAN GREEN NEBRASKA 

2. COREY SIMON DL JULIAN PITTMAN FLORIDA STATE 

3. KEITH NEWMAN LB BRANDON SPOON NORTH CAROLINA 
4. MIKE RUCKER OL CHAD KELSAY NEBRASKA 

5. JEREMY BRIGHAM TE CAM CLEELAND WASHINGTON 

6. OCTAVUS BARNES WR L.C. STEVENS NORTH CAROLINA 
7. JAMES HALL DL GLEN STEELE MICHIGAN 

8. JON RITCHIE FB GREG COMELLA STANFORD 

9. A.J. JELKS FB ERIC WINN OREGON 
SUPER GLUE 


They come in pairs, which is good and bad. It’s good for the team 
they're on, bad for the other team. These superb coverage duos stick to 
receivers better than stick ‘em on the receivers’ gloves. 


CORNERBACKS TEAM 

1. DRE’ BLY AND ROBERT WILLIAMS NORTH CAROLINA 

2. BRIAN KELLY AND DAYLON McCUTCHEON SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
3. CHRIS MCALISTER AND KELLY MALVEAUX ARIZONA 

4. FERNANDO BRYANT AND DESHEA TOWNSEND ALABAMA 

5. RALPH BROWN AND BRANDON HARRIS NEBRASKA 


LATE ARRIVALS 

Junior college players are basically hired hit men. If they don’t 
compete and perform almost immediately, they are offen viewed as not 
only a waste of a scholarship for two years, but as a setback in a pro- 
gram’s long-term plan. 
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But when they are able to come in and help, plugging in to fill a 
hole or even making an immediate difference, they are seen as miracle 
workers. Here's 0 glance at a dozen of the best two-year transfers com- 
ing into action: 


NAME POS. TEAM 

PAUL BREED DT OHIO STATE 
DAMON COGDELL LB WEST VIRGINIA 
GABE COX WR PURDUE 

TOMIKO GODBOLD DE TEMPLE 
BRANDON HARRIS cB NEBRASKA 
JAMES JOHNSON RB MISSISSIPPI STATE 
JEFF KELLY LB KANSAS STATE 
TOALE! MULITAUAOPELE DL WASHINGTON 
KEVIN PRENTESS WR MISSISSIPPI STATE 
AKILI SMITH OB OREGON 
GREENER PASTURES 


These players transferred last year with hopes of finding happiness. 
Their respective new coaches are hoping they fill key roles in 1997. 
TEAM 


NAME POS. 

JAMES BOSTIC DB GEORGIA TECH (BOSTON COLLEGE) 
TIM CAREY QB HAWAII (STANFORD: 

PHILLIP GLOVER LB UTAH (WASHINGTON ST.) 
BRAD HUTT OG WASHINGTON (AIR FORCE). - 
JOHN McLAUGHLIN LB STANFORD (NOTRE DAME) ~~ 
BOBBY SABELHAUS QB WEST VIRGINIA (FLORIDA) 
RASHEED SIMMONS DE MARYLAND (MICHIGAN) 
DARWIN WALKER DL TENNESSEE (N.C. STATE) 
J'JUAN CHERRY DB ARIZONA STATE (COLORADO) 
RICH ROBICH OLB GEORGIA (OLE MISS) 
BOOKWORMS 


These players missed the 1996 season in attempt to reach academic 


NAME POS. 

CHIFFON ALLEN bB PITTSBURGH 
SHAUN ELLIS DL TENNESSEE 
LEROY McFADDEN RB/FB MICHIGAN STATE 
RAYNOCH THOMPSON LB TENNESSEE 
NATE WEBSTER LB MIAMI 
SHOW TIME 


These talented freshmen redshirted last season, honing their skills 
and pumping iron. Now it's their time to be the man: 
NAME 


POS. TEAM 
DAN ALEXANDER FB NEBRASKA 
RASHARD CASEY QB PENN STATE 
MARCUS CLAVELLE OT ARKANSAS 
LaCOREY COLLINS WR OREGON 
JEVON GREEN WR COLORADO 
JERMALE KELLY WR SOUTH CAROLINA 
TREY LANGLEY oT LOUISIANA STATE 
DAMIONE LEWIS DL MIAMI 
MARCUS STROUD DE GEORGIA 
JOSH TAFT LB TEXAS 
GET IT ON 


These true freshmen aren't viewed as projects. Rather than redshirt- 
ing, these dynamic talents are expected to fill eam needs quickly: 


NAME POS. TEAM 

DION BOOKER DB NEBRASKA 
ROYLIN BRADLEY LB TEXAS A&M 
CEDRIC CORMIER WR COLORADO 
TRAVIS MINOR RB FLORIDA STATE 
BRANDON MOORE LB OKLAHOMA 
JESSE PALMER QB FLORIDA 
JESSE SIMMS DL/LB UCLA 

KENNY SMITH OL ALABAMA 
ANTHONY THOMAS RB MICHIGAN 
DAVID WARREN DE FLORIDA STATE 
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The first month of the season offers a lot of big games, and a lot of moments of truth for a lot of 
keys to 1997. By the end of September, we'll know what we need fo know about most teams with 
national championship or league title aspirations, with a few exceptions. 

Here's a rundown of the key games most likely to have notional implications along with poten- 
fial Key turning points in the early sledding: 

AUGUST 30 


Texas Tech at Tennessee _Ask Penn State and Nebraska if the Red Raiders are o pushover. 
SEPTEMBER 4 
Auburn at Virginia 
Florida St. at USC Tolan can tedgem Perse ft fetent Cuabings in big games. 
Tennessee at UCLA Wi Florida lurking in the background, Vols better be focused. 

im Young at Washington BYU ... This could be UW coach Jim Lombright’ i 
SEPTEMBER 13 
Colorado at Michigan This series has been exhilarating. Both believe they are contenders. 
Stanford at North Carolina __ Rose Bow! and Orange Bowl hopes of each will toke a tum ji 


Arizona State at Miami Both look fo make a sfatement. Loser loses status os tie 


Notre Dame at Michigon Classic seties adds chapter that could have cham 
Virginia at North Carolina _Last year, Cavs ruined Heels’ o@ hop 
Southern Miss at Alabama = Annually a game of 


NOW OR NEVER 

When Ron Powlus signed on the dotted line to play in South Bend, 
the question was how many Heisman Trophies he‘d win. After a quick 
start Nealon Greene was viewed as Clemson’s next great option signal- 
caller. Justin Fuente was considered to be a savior for former Oklahoma 
coach Gary Gibbs when he donned the Sooners’ jersey. 

After three years as the starter, Powlus is sfill proving he’s the man, 
coming back for a chance at a big season. Greene is still learning how 
to pass, and the jury is still out on Fuente. Each could prove to be a real 
difference-maker if he plays up fo his potential, much like the following 
players, who have yet to fully produce: 

PLAYER POS. TEAM COMMENT 

CHRIS ANDERSON _WR_ Colorado _ Will. he Jem that size ond Speed need fo be matched by work? 
MIKE BOBO QB Georgio _Injuries, Eric Zeier-comparisons have hampered his progress. 
DERRICK CHANDLER OL Kansas _No Questioning his tolent, but his desire has been in doubt. 
MATT CUSHING TE__ Illinois __Could arrive with new emphasis on the TE for the Illini. 

ZOLA DAVIS WR_ So. Carolina It's difficult to understand why he isn‘t All-America material. 
ROBERTHAMMOND S__ Florida St. __ Hos been a disappointment because he hasn't leamned the game. 
PAT JOHNSON WR Oregon ___ Sprinter skipped track for first ime ... looking like a FB player 
BRANNDON STEWART QB Texas A&M Carries albatross of being compared fo Manning while ot Tenn. 
GARY THOMPKINS _S__W. Virginia Should be Gn enforcer roaming the middie of the field. _ 
FLOYD WEDDERBURN OT Penn Si. __The con't-miss defensive tackle now praised as offensive force. 


BOUNCING BACK 

These players missed significant action due to injury or other 
problems in 1996, and their returns should immediately bolster their 
respective teams: 
NAME 


Pos. TEAM 
GENO BELL DT ARKANSAS 
GREG BROWN 0G HOUSTON 
M_COWART LB FLORIDA STAT! 
DAVID DAVIS OT BAYLO 
|AMMI GERMAN WR MIAMI 
JAMES GRIER DT MISSISSIPPI STATE 


late lanes bn celogs earns so obs Gigs OH DAT BENS Bas on non Ee 
s conference races heat up. Re ST Dees anion Te Yer 
Here’s a rundown of the key games around the country in October: 


OCTOBER 18 
Tennessee at Alabama _A bottle of the big boys with a dash of hatred sprinkled in. 

_USC at Notre Dame __Game's top infersectionol rivalry finally es nian importance. 
Florida ot Auburn Gators play third road game in four weeks. y 
Jowa at Michigan lowa will come off a bye, while UM had an emotional previous week. 

OCTOBER 25 


Colorado at Texas __UT has favorable schedule based on home games against contenders, 
_ Florida State at Virginia ‘The ‘Noles’ last Chari trip resulted in only ACC foss. 
Northwestern at Ohio St. ___The key Big Ten matchup that wasn't played the pasttwo years. 


Northwestern at Ohio St. —_—The key Big Ten mi that wasn't the past two years. 
Michigan at Michigan St. Yet another in an endless stretch of foughies for the Wolverines, 
RASHEE JOHNSON DB ARIZONA 
ERIC HICKSON _ RB KANSAS STATE 
ANTHONY LUCAS WR ARKANSAS 
EFFER McGEE ___RB MISSISSIPPI STATE 
PHALEN POUNDS oT SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
JARVIS READO oT TENNESSEE 
BRAD SCIOLI DE PENN STATE 
SHAAN SHEHE RB WASHINGTON 
BRUCE SHERIDAN LB RUTGERS 
TARIK SMITH RB CALIFORNIA 
CREIG SPANN WR ARIZONA STATE 
DERRICK STEAGALL WR GEORGIA TECH 
WASEAN TAIT RB TOLEDO 
CHARLES WILEY RB GEORGIA TECH 
RING BEARERS 


With Gene Stallings and Johnny Majors retiring after the 1996 sea- 
son, and Lou Holiz taking his act fo television, the number of active 
head coaches in college football wearing national championship rings 
has dwindled to seven, even after Florida’s Steve Spurrier was fitted for 


TEAM 

STEVE SPURRIER _ FLORIDA 1996 
TOM OSBORNE NEBRASKA 1994-95 
BOBBY BOWDEN FLORIDA STATE 1993 
LAVELL EDWARDS BRIGHAM YOUNG 1984 
JOHN ROBINSON SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 1978 
JOE PATERNO PENN STATE __ 1982-86 
DANNY FORD CLEMSON 1981 
THE HEAT IS ON 


These seven coaches had best drink from the cup of success or 
else look for another waterin’ hole before long: 
COMMENT 


John Blake Oklahoma You want patience? Look somewhere other than Norman. 
Danny Ford Arkansas The 1995 SEC West title was supposed fo be an appetizer. 
Mike O’Cain N.C. State The program seems to be going in the wrong direction. 

Mike Price __ Washington St._His willingness to be a candidate elsewhere says a lot. 

Jackie Sherrill, Miss. St. He was supposed to have this thing turned a long time ago. 
R.C. Slocum Texas A&M Has never been embraced as long-term answer in College Station. 
Dick Tomey _ Arizona Basketball success has accentuated missed football opportunities. 
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NOVEMBER 


The biggest games are always played in November. Because no matter what happened 
in Tennessee-Florida or any other early-season game, it all can come undone ona team (and 
usually does — just ask Ohio State) if it doesn’t take care of business down the stretch, 

Here's a rundown of the key games when poll positioning, bowl games and conference 
championships are at stake in November: 
NOVEMBER 1 ; : 
USC at Washington That game that usually decides who New Year's in Pasadena. 
Penn St.at Northwestern Visif to Evanston no given anymore. Do Lions look ahead to Megan? 
UCLA at Stanford Winner of this one will je 

—— 3 


Notre Dame ot LSU Tis game snus for LSU o schedule during SEC season 
3 hird road game in our week 


‘Michigan at Wisconsin __ Badgers could be 10-0. 


"Florida St, f Florida The buildup for his one stared on Jon. 3. =— 
- Michigan at Ohio Stole Do ; 


Washington St. at Washington His i so or Po wae VU os oe 10 Sa : 
NOVEMBER 27 


Nebraska at Colorado Will the Buffaloes gain Big 12 kingpin status in ‘97? = 


Texas at Texas A&M 
NOVEMBER 29 — 
Penn State at Michi 
racuse at Miami 
DECEMBER 6 
Arm Ht can’t p last 


Will hs tum out fo be « quas-le game for Big 12 South? 


St.__These teams play bruising gomes that go down to the wire. 
_It'Canes survive FSU & VPI, could be for spot in title im 


... Which is what we: 
126 lonship Game Texas vs. 


SEC Championship Game _Will Tennessee fi 
WAC Championship Game — Mentioned in order to Keep commissioner Karl Benson off our backs. 


fematch would be app 
Ke 


LOOKING AHEAD 


A year ahead of time, here's ch arly glance cdlege olor premier NFL prospects Some of 
these guys will increase their stock further, and others will bomb out. We fried to lean away from listing 
Juniors, but a handful, we just couldn't ignore. 

And, of course, there's sophomore Ron Dayne, Wisconsin's power back, who could challenge ihe 
NFL and NCAA rules if he has a season fo match his 2,109-yard freshman campaign. And Texas’ Phil 
Dawson is being wotched carefully as a rare kicker who may become a first- or second-round pick. 

Players are listed regardless of position, based merely on conversations with NFL scouts who 
reminded us that they needed another year fo evaluate the players ... so consider this a sneak preview: 


1. Peyton Manning, QB, Tennessee 
2. Flozell Adams, OT, Michigan State 
3. Charles Woodson, DB, Michigan 

4. Leonard Little, DE/LB, Tennessee 

5. Michael Myers, DL, Alabama 

6. Phil Savoy, WR, Colorado 

7. Grant Wistrom, LB, Nebraska 


“9. Curtis Enis, RB, Penn State 
10. Kevin Faulk, RB, LSU 
11. Randy Moss, WR, Marshall 
12. D'Wayne Bates, WR, Northwestern 
13. Brian Simmons, LB, North Carolina 
14. Alonzo Mayes, TE, Oklahoma State 
15. Robert Edwards, RB, Georgia 
16. Andre Wadsworth, DL, Florida State 
17. Chris Keldorf, QB, North Carolina 
18. Chris Hood, DL, Alabama _ 
19. Daylon McCutcheon, CB, USC 
20. Jim Turner, WR/KR, Syracuse 
21. Chris McAlister, CB, Arizona 
22. Skip Hicks, RB, UCLA 
23. Raymond Priester, RB, Clemson 
24. Jason Peter, DT, Nebraska 
25. Ricky Williams, RB, Texas 


26. Tavian Banks, RB, lowa 

27. Chris Akins, DT, Texas _ 

28. Sam Cowart, LB, Florida State 

29. Chris Anderson, WR, Colorado 

30. Ed Chester, DL, Florida 

31. F Ryan Leaf, QB, ‘Washington State 4 
32. E.G. Green, WR, Florida State 

33. Terry Fair, CB, Tennessee 

34. Donovin Darius, DB, Syracuse 

35. Fred Taylor, RB, Florida 

36. Cory Sauter, QB, Minnesota id 
37. Derrick Ransom, DL, Cincinnati 

38. Jason Chorak, LB, Washington 

39. Brian Kelly, CB, Southern California 
40. Jamie Duncan, LB, Vanderbilt 

41. Jason Fabini, OT, Cincinnati 

42. Cam Cleeland, TE, Washington 

43. Deshea Townsend, CB, Alabama 
44. Ron Powlus, QB, Notre Dame 

45. Rashaan Shehee, RB, Washington 
46. Stephen Alexander, TE, Oklahoma 


47. Mike Doughty, OT, Notre Dame 
48. Kivuusama Mays, LB, North Carolina _ 


49. Duane Starks, DB, Miami 
50. Allen Rossum, KR/CB, Notre Dame 
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1997 POST-SEASON 
BOWL LINE-UP 


LAS VEGAS BOWL 


TBD 

Las Vegas, Nevada; December 20 
WAC Representative vs. Open 
$800,000 per team 

Last season: Nevada 18, Ball State 15 


JEEP ALOHA BOWL 
FOOTBALL CLASSIC 


ABC 

Honolulu, Hawaii; December 25 
Big 12 #5 vs. PAC-10 #4 
$750,000 per team 

Last season: Navy 42, California 38 


FORD MOTOR CITY 
BOWL 


ESPN 

Detroit, Michigan; December 26 
MAC Champion vs. Open Bid 
$750,000 per team 

First year 


COPPER BOWL 


ESPN 

Tucson, Arizona; December 27 
WAC #2 vs. Big 12 #6 

$750,000 per team 

Last season: Wisconsin 38, Utah 10 


POULAN ED EATER 
INDEPENDENCE BOWL 


ESPN 

Shreveport, Louisiana; December 28 
SEC #5 vs Open 

$800,000 per team 

Last season: Aubum 32, Army 29 


PLYMOUTH 
HOLIDAY BOWL 


ESPN 

San Diego, California; December 29 

Big 12 #3 vs. WAC #1 or PAC-10 #2 
$1.4 million per team 

Last season: Colorado 33, Washington 21 


CARQUEST BOWL 


TBS 

Miami, Florida; December 29 

Big East #3 vs. ACC #4 
$750,000 per team 

Last season: Miami 31, Virginia 21 


BUILDERS a pp 
ALAMO BO 


ESPN 

San Antonio, Texas; December 30 
Big 12 #4 vs. Big 10 #4 

$1 million per team 

Last season: lowa 27, Texas Tech 0 


NORWEST SUN BOWL 


CBS 

El Paso, Texas; December 31 

Pac-10 #3 vs. Big Ten #5 

$1 million per team 

Last season: Stanford 38, Michigan St. 0 


ST. JUDE LIBERTY BOWL 


ESPN 

Memphis Tennessee; December 31 
Conference USA #1 vs. Big East #4 
$750,000 minimum per team 

Last season; Syracuse 30, Houston 17 


TOSTITOS FIESTA BOWL 


CBS 

Tempe, Arizona; December 31 
Alliance #4 vs. Alliance #6 

$8.5 million per team 

Last season: Penn State 38, Texas 15 


OUTBACK BOWL 


ESPN 

Tampa, Florida; January 1 

Big Ten #3 vs. SEC #3 

$1.5 million per team 

Last season: Alabama 17, Michigan 14 


TOYOTA GATOR BOWL 


NBC 

Jacksonville, Florida; January 1 

ACC #2 vs. Big East #2 

$1.3 million per team 

Last season: North Carolina 20, West Virginia 13 


ComeUSA 
FLORIDA CITRUS BOWL 


ABC 

Orlando, Florida; January 1 

Big 10 Co-champion/#2 vs. SEC #2 

$3 million per team 

Last season: Tennessee 48, Northwestern 28 


SOUTHWESTERN BELL 
COTTON BOWL 


CBS 

Dallas, Texas; January 1 

Big 12 #2 vs. PAC-10 #2 or WAC #1 
$2 million minimum per team 

Last season: BYU 19, Kansas State 15 


ROSE BOWL 


ABC 

Pasadena, California; January 1 

Big Ten #1 vs. PAC-10 #1 

$9.5 million per team 

Last season: Ohio St. 20, Arizona St. 17 


NOKIA SUGAR BOWL 


ABC 

New Orleans, Louisiana; January 1 
Alliance #3 vs. Alliance #5 

$8.5 million per team 

Last season: Florida 52, Florida State 20 


CHICK-FIL-A PEACH BOWL 


ESPN 

Atlanta, Georgia; January 2 
SEC #4 vs. ACC #3 

$1.3 million minimum 

Last season: LSU 10, Clemson 7 


FEDEX ORANGE BOWL _ 


CBS 

Miami, Florida; January 2 

Alliance #1 vs. Alliance #2 

$8.6 million per team 

Last season: Nebraska 41, Virginia Tech 21 


Linpy’s Foorsai ANNUALS 53 


FSU Sees Tar Heels Just 


Over lis Shoulder 


Mack Brown needed to go no farther than his kitchen to be In 1996, despite breaking in a new quarterback, FSU won the 
reminded how close North Carolina came in 1996 fo realizing what ACC title for the fifth year in a row (it shared the ‘96 title with Vir- 
eight members of the Atlantic Coast Conference — and every mem- ginia). Although the Seminoles were embarrassed in the national 
ber of the league office — desired for six years. championship Sugar Bowl by rival Florida, 52-20, they followed up 

Brown, proud of the Tar Heels’ third nine-win season in five their 10th consecutive Top 5 finish with another predictable achieve- 
years, checked his ego at the coffee pof. ment — a top-five recruiting class nationally and No. 1 in the ACC. 

His son already had played the game of “What if ...” Second-best in the league, recruiting gurus said, was North Car- 

“Do you realize we were one interception away from being in the —_olina, which loaded up at skill positions. 

Alliance?” he asked Brown. Detect a trend here? 

Brown’s reply: “Thanks a lot, Chris.” Florida State again will be favored to pick 

Yes, Brown realized. One late-game up another championship trophy come 
interception against Virginia set a dramatic Peery neat December, but at least for one season the 


Seminoles aren‘t the overwhelming confer- 
ence favorite they once were. Continued 
whispers about FSU starting quarterback 
é Thad Busby’s leadership come as the Semi- 
Stanford at North Carolina (Sept. 13) noles rebuild their offensive line, strangely, 
Virginia at North Carolina (Sept. 27) almost from scratch, 
Mlarni at Florida State (Oct: 4) Overall, the ACC should be stronger than 
Florida State at Virginia (Oct. 25) a year ago when the most proven quarter- 
10th game, beating West Virginia in the BO RSTO! backs were Clemson’s Nealon Greene and 
Gator Bowl. North Carolina at Clemson (Nov. 15) Maryland’s Brian Cummings. 

Regardless, Chris Keldorf’s well-inten- Florida State at Florida (Nov. 22) Clemson's talent level is solid, big-play 


stage for North Carolina’s 20-17 loss in 
Charlottesville, costing the Tar Heels a 
chance fo become a highly ranked runner-up 
in the Bowl Alliance’s pool of highly hyped 
and highly rewarded teams. The Tar Heels 
would have been Orange Bowl-bound, 
selected instead of Nebraska. 

A month later,.North Carolina won its 


Auburn at Virginia (Sept. 4) 
Florida State at Southern Cal (Sept. 6) 


tioned pass is symbolic of just how close Virginia Tech at Virginia (Nov. 29) receiver Tony Home is off suspension, and the 


North Carolina is fo becoming the Atlantic 
Coast Conference's “other” power program. 


Tigers have more starters back on the offensive 
line (four) than anyone else in the league. 


And how close the Tar Heels are fo catching the league’s annual Given Virginia’s penchant for solid football under George Welsh, 

winner and representative in the Alliance, Florida State. Maryland's renewed enthusiasm and defensive front seven under 
new coach Ron Vanderlinden, and 
Georgia Tech’s defensive front, winning 


1. ANTHONY SIMMONS ILB Clemson Junior the ACC ought to be an even more diffi- 
Should have been finalist for Butkus Award last year. cult task in ‘97. 

2. GREG ELLIS DE North Carolina Senior _ Meanwhile, North Carolina returns 
Dominant overall player with great rush skills. ek ier So te Rates Bee : 

3. RAYMOND PRIESTER RB Clemson Senior ESOS STPg SIN Sie une pereen eae 
Bruising runner averaged 108.6 yards a game in 1996, SAU ills ey gage : 

4. BRIAN SIMMONS __LB_ North Carolina Senior No. 1 ihGnn 
One of the best in a great linebacker league. The Tar Heels have concerns up 

5. ANDRE WADSWORTH DE Florida State Senior front and in replacing tailback Leon 
Converted nose guard won't miss a beat rushing from corner. Johnson. But if they get those concerns 

6. SAM COWART LB Florida State Senior solved and Brown can soff-shoe his 
No ill effects from rebuilt knee. Total linebacker package. way around being considered a team 

7. DRE’ BLY CB NorthCarolina Sophomore ready to beat FSU, the Tar Heels just 
Opposition coaches can't find film of a WR who has turned him around. might do it. : 

8. JOHNNIE HICKS — NG Maryland Senior Some already believe. 
Quick, experienced, strong. He's what a nose guard should be. RAC nIT OIRO Re 

9. L.C. STEVENS WR North Carolina Junior 
He's the Tar Heels’ home-run hitter on offense. aii SA gener ai . 

10. RASHEED SIMMONS DE Maryland Junior never has been noted for a lack of confi- 


Moving closer to home has only helped his dedication. dence. We have the attitude on defense 
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that nobody can move the ball. 

“The offense has the attitude that they 
can score on anybody. We compete so 
hard, harder now than we ever did, because 
we have so much talent. We know we have 
a chance fo be the best team in the ACC and 
the country.” 

Keldorf, a California junior college 
implant, made an immediate impact in ‘96, 
becoming the first Tar Heels quarterback to 
earn All-ACC honors since Chris Kupec in 
1974. He set school records for comple- 
tions, yards, touchdown passes and pass 
interceptions. 

A fractured and dislocated left ankle in 
the regular-season finale against Duke 
meant surgery for him and two games of 
heroics, including the Gator Bowl, for 
backup Oscar Davenport. 

Keldorf's recovery has been nothing 
short of remarkable. Given that and the 
return of receivers Octavus Barnes, L.C. 
Stevens and Na Brown, and it’s not hard fo 
see the Tar Heels’ potential. 

Besides, last postseason delivered a 
sign. For the first time since 1982, the Tar 
Heels won a bowl game in the same sea- 
son that the Seminoles lost one. 

Not that Mack Brown is buying any of 
this, understand. 

“| can see where everybody looks at 
our defense and sees nine starters coming 
back and sees our quarterback coming 
back and all those receivers, but they have 
to understand that we have to replace virtu- 
ally our entire offensive line and entire back- 
field,” said Brown, who embraces an 
underdog role the way Linus clutches his 
blanket. “We've got to replace an NFL tight 
end, three starting offensive linemen, our 
fullback and our tailback. You don’t just do 
that overnight.” 

Never mind that FSU has nearly the 
same plight. It must find four new linemen 
and an heir for tailback Warrick Dunn. Bow- 
den, though, expects fo see Florida State’s 
name among the national media's top five. 

“It’s just natural affer what we've 
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ALL-ACC TEAM 


DEFENSE — FIRST TEAM 


sheen eessceceesspesesesenennessnesceeerepesreeterees seeecuveeseeaetesanenpenns! 


LB Sam Cowart Foilda State Sr G3 230 
DB Dre’ Bly North Carolina So 6-10 185 
DB Shevin Smith Rodda State «Sr 6-0 191 
DB Anthony Poindexter Virginia au G1 202 
DB Robert Wiliams Noth Carina Jt 5-11 170 
P_ Rodney Willams _— Geomia Tech Jr 6-1 182 
anmessesnvboceesese ss vacedeesspsotuncseebesterbapensiive 
QB Thod Busby Fotda State Sy 6-3 220 
Tromayne Stephens __ N.C. State S_6-0 200_ 
RB Charles Wiley Cooma Tech Wt 6-1 226 
WR_Harvey Middleton ht 60 187 
‘WR_Desmond Clark Won Forest at 6-3 238 
TE __Alge Crumpler _North Caroling _So_6-3 245 
OL Mike Baxter North Caroling Sr 64 297 
OL__Kevin Long Fotida Stato Sr 6-5 200 
OL Doug Korezewstl Virginia & 65 284 
Ol _ Patrick Mannelly Duko _ &_ 66 285 _ 
OL _ lan Rafferty N.C. Stato ax 6S 285 
AP_Tony Home Clemson &_ 611 177_ 
PK f So 6-1 


Bhaks 


185 


DL Juan Pittman Fonda Stale Sr 63 282 
DL Efe Ogbogu ——_—‘iMarylond & 64 245 
LB Kelth Brooking Geonla Tech Sr 6-3 242 
1B _Kiwusama Mays North Carolina ‘Sr 6-4 245 
LB _ Ron Rogers “Boom Tech Sr 61 240 
DB Hesom Shamsi-Deen N.C.Stato —wt_~=5-0 176 
DB Tawumbl Settles Duke & 63 195 


Omar Brown North Caroling Sr 5-10 195 


DB Samal Rolle Fiorida State 


"Sol iets lack tice 


eoreerereerererreredy 


idles of youth, this is the year the Wolfpack need to stop people. 


preity 


season moves on, ub epth saivays concen. Oe 


aenenauenenpnnnnarpesnthensscdsnsteapanasccenenspnunadeune® seteeeeee 


9. ‘WAKE FOREST | ri eal sk ‘ionomers seitonteineppetirice:. 


accomplished,” said Bowden, who at 67 
begins his 22nd season in Tallahassee with 
no signs of slowing down. “We do have 
some work to do. But the good thing is the 
talent is there and we do have some time to 
develop it.” 

With 31 years and 270 victories piled 
up in his career, Bowden knows better than 
anybody in garnet and gold that some team 
in the ACC will do what Virginia could not in 
1995 — beat Florida State AND win the 
ACC crown outright. 

Come fall, FSU plays but five home 
games and only four ACC games in the 
state of Florida. Thankfully for the ACC 
Office, none of the other eight schools 
(read: Duke) sold games to groups 
wanting fo move games to Orlando and 
Fort Lauderdale. 

Unlike previous years, the Seminoles 
look like they can be had, which actually 
would be good for the league, since the 
national perception of the ACC has become 
Bobby and the Eight Dwarves. 

In addition to playing at Southern Cali- 
fornia in the season-opener and at Florida in 
the season-ender, the Seminoles must travel 
to Clemson, to Virginia and then toimpos- 
ingNorth Carolina. n 

Out of the league, North Carolina faces 
Indiana and Stanford at home and Texas 
Christian on the road. 

On one side, the numbers are severely 
stacked against the rest of the ACC. Florida 
State in five seasons of conference play, has 
won 39 of 40 league games. Of those 39 
victories, the Seminoles have won 37 of 
them by double-digit margins. 

On the other hand, the odds of that 
trend continuing don’t favor Florida State. 

“| think until somebody not only beats 
Florida State, but finishes ahead of them at the 
end of the year, you still have to consider 
Florida State the team to beat,” Brown said. 
“Nobody's finished ahead of them yet.” 

No, buf around the ACC hope continues 
to grow. 

— Alan Schmadtke 


=.can the g quarterback win games? 
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BIG EAST 


Turnover and Turmoil 


with the 


Haves and Have-Nots 


Don Nehlen is feeling old. He never thought he would last long 
enough to make the trip this November to Notre Dame, a game that 
was set up nearly a decade ago by then-West Virginia athletic 
director Fred Schaus. 

“Both of us thought we'd be sifting up in the stands by the time 
the game was played,” Nehlen says. “He is, but I’m not.” Com- 
pounding the 42-year coaching vet's sense of becoming a gridiron 
antiquity have been the recent changes on 


lege football world and the Big East’s seven-year fight for continuity. 
And there could be more upheaval to come. Perhaps the worst- 

kept secret in the league is Temple coach Ron Dickerson’s status. 

Although he escaped fermination following a 1-10 record last year, 

Dickerson and the whole Temple program have been served notice. 

If the affable fifth-year coach can’t turn things around this year 

(Dickerson is 5-39 during his tenure), he may well be replaced. 

And if the Owls can’t become more 


the Big East Conference sidelines. 

“/'m the only one who has been around 
here for a long time,” he says laughing. 

Nehlen isn’t completely right. Virginia 
Tech’s Frank Beamer and Syracuse's Paul 
Pasqualoni were coaching at their current 
schools when the Big East began play in 
1991, but Nehlen’s point is well-taken. 


ROAD TO AN 
ALLIANCE BOWL 


Syracuse vs. Wisconsin (Aug. 24) 
Arizona State at Miami (Sept. 13) 
Syracuse at Virginia Tech (Sept. 13) 
West Virginia at Miami (Sept. 27) 


Miami at Florida State (Oct. 4) 

West Virginia at Syracuse (Nov. 1) 
Miami at Virginia Tech (Nov. 8) 

West Virginia at Notre Dame (Nov. 22) 
Virginia Tech at Virginia (Nov, 29) 
Syracuse at Miami (Nov. 29) 


During the past few years, the conference 
has undergone a considerable coaching 
facelift. Four new bosses have debuted 
since the end of the 1994 season, includ- 
ing a pair of Big East rookies this year, 
Pitt's Walt Harris and Boston College's 
Tom O’Brien. 

They join Rutgers’ Terry Shea (1996) 
and Miami’s Butch Davis (‘95) as conference greenhorns, and 
amplify both the volatility of the coaching profession in today’s col- 


1. DONOVAN McNABB QB Syracuse Junior 


Big East Co-Offensive Player of the Year in ‘96. 
2. DONOVIN DARIUS FS Syracuse Senior 


Turned down the NFL for another year as top enforcer. 
3. DAVID SAUNDERS WR_ West Virginia Senior 


Big-play guy caught 76 passes in breakout ‘96 season. 


4. DUANE STARKS CB Miami Senior 
Top cover man in the Big East ... maybe elsewhere, too. 
5. KEN OXENDINE RB Virginia Tech Senior 


Scored 13 TDs in just nine games last year. 


6. JAMMI GERMAN WR Miami Senior 
His knee is sound, so big plays will abound. 

7. AMOS ZEREQUE RB West Virginia Junior 
Had 972 yards and 10 scores as a freshman. 

8. RYAN CLEMENT QB Miami Senior 
Had nation’s ninth-best QB rating last year; rarely makes mistakes. 

9. HENRY SLAY DT West Virginia Senior 


Will anchor another man-eating defense. 
10. ANTWAUNE PONDS 1B _ Syracuse Senior 


Packs a punch for the Orangemen, but needs more help on D. 
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competitive and find a way to attract more 
than 5,000 fans fo fomb-like Veterans Sta- 
dium, the league could bounce them from 
the membership. Both scenarios are 
unpalatable, but might be necessary in 
order to preserve stability. 

The league could certainly use some 
peace. Although four of its teams finished 
among the top 26 last year, the Big East 
has been rocked by scandal — most 
notably Miami's 1995 probation sentence 
and last year’s gambling imbroglio at 
Boston College — and left on the sidelines 
as other conferences beefed up their mem- 
bership roles and therefore their status 
within the NCAA. And the recent poor play 


of Temple, Pittsburgh and Rutgers has caused many to regard the 
Big East as a two-tiered, top-heavy, bottom-light league. 


“Many people perceive all 
leagues as made up of two tiers,” 
says O’Brien, who spent the last 15 
years as an offensive assistant (the 
last three as coordinator) under 
George Welsh at Virginia. “The ACC is 
Florida State, North Carolina and Vir- 
ginia, with Clemson gaining. But then 
there are Georgia Tech, Wake Forest, 
Duke and Maryland who haven't 
made a run in a while.” 

Having a defined set of winners 
and losers isn’t such a bad thing, as 
the Big East has proven on the bas- 
ketball court during the past two 
years. During the 1995-96 cam- 
paign, Villanova, Georgetown, Syra- 
cuse, Connecticut and BC dominated 
the rest of the league and brought 
significant attention to the conference. 
Last year, however, there was no 
clear-cut monster, and the Big East 
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was beset by criticisms that it had suffered 
a league-wide downturn, thanks to 
increased parity. 

Even if the league is top-heavy, if cer- 
tainly isn’t packed with dominating teams. 
Last year’s bowl participants went 2-2, and 
the victories weren't exactly over jugger- 
nauts (Houston and Virginia). Miami’s 
drop from national prominence has hurt the 
league and helped create a national per- 
ception of the conference as second-rate. 

And there isn’t too much the league 
can do about it, except hope the current 
members pick things up. Even if Connecti- 
cut gets the necessary funding to build 
a stadium that would allow it to make 
the jump from I-AA to I-A and join the 
league for football, the Huskies aren’t going 
to be competitive for years. The same 
would apply fo Villanova, if the Wildcats 
ever upgrade. 

Conference athletic directors and com- 
missioner Mike Tranghese have to be kicking 
themselves for not tendering an invitation to 
East Carolina, which begins play in Confer- 
ence USA this season and is clearly a pro- 
gram on the move. The remaining 
independents out there aren't going to offer 
too much in the way of demographic pop, 
and the only way Notre Dame would join the 
conference for football (it is already a member 
in all other sports) is if the team’s fortunes 
slide enough to dissuade NBC from continu- 
ing to shell out millions for the rights to tele- 
vise Fighting Irish games. 

Things could get even worse, particu- 
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larly if Temple continues fo flounder, give ae ee 
in fo institution-wide financial troubles and = ais Gebula a 
shelve its money-sucking program. West DL_Korwin Hairston Virginia Tech_——Sr_G-2 274 
Virginia is well-positioned to become a pate Hod _Weet Virginia _St_6-2._240_ = SS 
nice fit as a 10th member for the ACC, and LB Markell Blount Boston College Sx 6-2 222 
j DB Rod Gadson & 8&7 177 
there have been persistent rumors that ee fae eer tn 
Syracuse might wind up matched with the DB Lomond Adams Temple 59 180 
i ing i is DB__John Jenkins & 62 190 
Big Ten, thereby allowing it to create a two — — a 2 


division configuration and stage a prof- 


1. MIAMI 


6. PITTSBURGH 
. RUTGERS 
8. TEMPLE 
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itable playoff game. 

Of course, all of this is conjecture, and 
the Big East family doesn’t want to hear 
any of it. 

“| don’t think there’s any question that 
in Miami, Syracuse, Virginia Tech and us, 
you've got four good football teams,’ 
Nehlen says. “Boston College is an 
unknown factor, but instead of four good 
teams you could have five. And | don't 
think Rutgers and Pitt are that far off. Pitt 
has some talented players.” 

Nehlen’s chamber-of-commerce 
speech has some truth to it. The top group 
of Big East teams is again Top-25 mater- 
ial, even if none is close to national title 
contention. This year's championship race 
should come down to the Nov. 29 Syra- 
cuse-Miami game in the Orange Bowl. 

Though SU has 13 starters back from 
last year's Liberty Bow! champs, including 
do-everything quarterback Donovan McNabb, 
it must firm up its defense or suffer yet 
another loss (the Orangemen have dropped 
six in a row) to the Hurricanes. Miami, mean- 
while, should be one of the more entertaining 
teams around, thanks to a pile of returning 
Offensive skill position players and an aggres- 
sive, but young, defense. 

Virginia Tech may successfully defend 
its two-year run atop the league, but the 
Hokies must find replacements for quarter- 
back Jim Druckenmiller and defensive end 
Cornell Brown. West Virginia is in a similar 
position, thanks to the departures of stand- 
out linebacker Canute Curtis and veteran 
passer Chad Johnston. BC should be 
improved, but the Eagles will be adjusting 
fo their fifth defensive coordinator in as 
many years and must develop stability at 
quarterback before they can contend. Pitt, 
Rutgers and Temple should once again 
comprise that bottom tier. 

Somebody has to. 

— Michael Bradley 


This is no way to show the league office that the Owls belong in the Big East. 
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BIGTEN 


Buckeyes Again 
Hold Sway in 
Balanced Race 


When Ohio State tied for the conference championship and went 
to the Rose Bowl last season, most college football fans, and many 
Big Ten fans, weren’t aware that it was the Buckeyes’ first trip to 
Pasadena in more than a decade. 

Not since the 1984 season had Ohio State played in the Grand- 
daddy of Them All. In fact, many young Ohio State fans were proba- 
bly beginning fo think they’d be granddaddys before their beloved 
Buckeyes made the trip West again. 

Of course, it wasn’t so long ago that such 
a drought for a once-proud member of the for- 
mer Big Two would have been unthinkable. 

But things have changed in the Big Ten. 
And we're not just talking about the addition of 
an 11th team. 

From 1968 to 1980, Ohio State and 
Michigan — the big, bad Big Two — so dom- 
inated the other Little Eight, that they went to 
13 consecutive Rose Bowls. 

But since then, the league has sent a 
veritable tag team to Pasadena to do battle 
with the best the Pacific-10 Conference has 
to offer. 

Oh sure, Michigan has played in seven 
Rose Bowl games since 1980, but the new kid on the block, Penn 
State, has quickly gotten into the act, and so have five former mem- 
bers of the Little Eight Club. 

lowa leads the way with three Rose Bowl trips, but Illinois, 


Michigan at Michigan 


ROAD TO 
THE ROSE BOWL 


lowa at Ohio State (Oct. 4) 
Ohio State at Penn State (Oct. 11) 
lowa at Michigan (Oct. 18) 


Michigan at Penn State (Nov. 8) 

lowa at Wisconsin (Nov. 8) 

Michigan at Wisconsin (Nov. 15) 

Ohio State at Michigan (Nov. 22) 
Wisconsin at Penn State (Nov. 22) 
Penn State at Michigan State (Nov. 29) 


Michigan State, Wisconsin and, of course, even Northwestern also 
have sent their cheerleaders on a float down Colorado Boulevard. 

Only Indiana, Purdue and Minnesota have not been able to 
crash the party. 

Perhaps more importantly, the “new and improved" Big Ten has 
sent four different teams fo the Rose Bowl in each of the past four 
seasons — Wisconsin in 1993, Penn State in 1994, Northwestern 
in 1995 and Ohio State last season. 

All of which makes things interesting for the 
fans, but makes life miserable for preseason 
prognosticators. 

For example, if defending champion Ohio 
State is to become the first Big Ten team to 
make back-to-back trips to the Rose Bow! 
since Michigan in 1991-92, it will have to 
overcome the loss of two All-Americans who 
left early for the NFL — offensive tackle 
Orlando Pace and cornerback Shawn Springs, 
voted by the coaches as the Big Ten’s defen- 
sive player of the year last season. 

Also gone is defensive end Mike Vrabel, 
another All-American who is Ohio State’s 
career leader in sacks and tackles for loss. In 
fact, the Buckeyes welcome back only five starters on offense and 


State (Oct. 25) 


three on defense. 


But off-maligned coach John Cooper appears fo have the 
Buckeyes on track again, and he has his fair share of top performers 
to build around this season. 


1. CHARLES WOODSON CB _s Michigan Junior 
An all-around dynamo who also plays on offense. 


2. RON DAYNE RB Wisconsin Sophomore 
A legitimate Heisman contender as a sophomore. 
3. CURTIS ENIS RB Penn State Junior 


A 2,000-yard rusher if they give him the ball offen enough. 

4. D’WAYNE BATES WR _ Northwestern Senior 
Big-play receiver who comes through in the clutch. 

5. ANDY KATZENMOYER LB __OOhio State Sophomore 
So good, they took Archie’s No. 45 out of mothballs for him. 

6. TIM DWIGHT WR lowa Senior 
Great receiver and return star, might play some defense, too. 

7. FLOZELL ADAMS OT Michigan State Senior 
Best offensive lineman in the Big Ten, ; ae the country. 


8. JARED DeVRIES DT Junior 
Lives in offensive backfields: 22 tockfes 4 Toss { in ‘96. 
9. MARCUS RAY S Michigan Junior 


Key to Wolverine defense; covers the field and really hits. 
10, JOE JUREVICIUS WR Penn State Senior 
Might be the most underrated player in college football. 


——— SSS SS Sy 
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Linebacker Andy Katzenmoyer is a 
special player, earning second-team All- 
America honors last season as a true 
freshman. Safety Damon Moore has 
All-America potential, and tailback 
Pepe Pearson, wide receiver David 
Boston, defensive tackle Winfield Garnett 
and offensive lineman Eric Gohlstin 
are among the best in the league at 
their positions. 

Plus, Joe Germaine and Stanley 
Jackson made Cooper look like a genius 
with their successful revolving door 
act at quarterback — other than the 
Michigan game. 

Michigan, the other member of the 
former Big Two, hasn't been to the Rose 
Bowl since 1992, and the Wolverines 
have absorbed four losses in three of 
the past four seasons, a horrific slump 
for them. 


But this year, they could break through, 
behind a big, strong, experienced defense. 

The Wolverines feature arguably the top 
player in the conference, and a sure-fire All- 
American, in cornerback Charles Woodson, 
who does double duty as a wide receiver. 

And Penn State, the league's other high- 
profile program, may have to replace half of 
its starters, but it’s hard to pick against Joe 
Paterno, especially when he has such all- 
star candidates as running back Curtis Enis, 
wideout Joe Jurevicius, and, of course, line- 
backers Aaron Collins and Jim Nelson at 
his service. 

Two seasons ago, when Northwestern 
pulled the surprise of the century and won 
the Big Ten championship, many thought it 
was d fluke. But the Wildcats came right 
back last season to earn a co-champi- 
onship, only their fifth title ever and the first 
since Michigan to do it two years running. 

Is Purple Power here to stay? This sea- 
son may provide the answer. 

The answer, probably, is no. But that 
doesn’t mean the Wildcats are going away, 
either. Gone from Northwestern’s back-to- 
back title teams are two first-team All-Ameri- 
cans, running back Darnell Autry and 
linebacker Pat Fitzgerald, and All-Big Ten 
performers quarterback Steve Schnur and 
guard Justin Chabot. Another strong show- 
ing by the Wildcats in ‘97 will prove that 
coach Gary Barnett’s program is definitely 
for real. 

After three consecutive non-winning sea- 
sons from 1992 to 1994, the word was that 
Hayden Fry’s program at lowa was in trouble, 
Well, the word was wrong. The Hawkeyes 
have rebounded to win 17 games and two 
bowl games the past two seasons. 

And lowa appears ready fo mount a seri- 
ous challenge in ‘97, with a very strong 
defensive front, perhaps the Big Ten’s best 
quarterback in Matt Sherman and Fry’s answer 
to Michigan's Woodson, do-it-all Tim Dwight, 
one of the league's top receivers and kick 


. OHIO STATE 


. MICHIGAN STATE 
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QB Matt Sherman lowa & 63 210 
RB_ Pepe Pearson Ohio State & 6-10 206 
RB Sedrick irvin Michigan Stole So 6-0 = 217 
WR_Ryon Thebwell Minnesota & 62 188 
WR_ Tutu Atwell Minnesota & 58 170 
TE__ Matt Cushing IEnols & 64 251 
OL Jon Jansen Michigan a 67 200 
OL Phil Ostroweld Penn State & 64 2% 
OL Mark Fischer Purdue & 64 290 
OL Rob Murphy Ohio State So 65 285 
OL__ Aaron Gibson Wisconsin x 67 300 
‘AP_ David Boston Ohio State So 63 205 
PK Adam Bailey Minnesota Jr &10 189 
ssscsssan DEFENSE — SECOND TEAM 

Olen Steele & 

Matt Fomadel Penn State & 248 

Chris Sayder Penn State & 63 250 
LB Malt Hughes lowa x 63 240 
LB _ Brandon Short Penn State $o 63 250 
1B ike Reese Michigan State = Sr 6-3 222 
LB Jim Nelson Penn State & 62 2% 
DB Pez Atkins lowa & 60 180 
DB Joey Eloms Indlana S&_ 5-11 181 
DB__ Jason Suttle Wisconsin & 611 162 
DB Antoine Winfield Ohio State ac 598 178 
P Brent Bartholomew Ohio State x 62 205 
Sea ae eS 


Steadily, third-year coach Nick Saban is rebuilding. 
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returners who most likely will see some action 
in the secondary this year. 

Wisconsin also appears ready for 
another run fo the top. Literally ... with Ron 
“Great” Dayne doing the running. Last year 
as a freshman, this 5-10, 260-pound rein- 
carnation of Alan “The Horse” Ameche, 
tushed for 2,109 yards. 

He became only the 11th player in col- 
legiate history fo rush for more than 2,000 
yards in a season (including bow! games), 
breaking the Big Ten record in the process. 

Incredibly, Dayne wasn’t even a starter 
until the sixth game. 

This could be Nick Saban’s best team at 
Michigan State, with one of the Big Ten’s top 
quarterbacks (Todd Schultz), running backs 
(Sedrick Irvin), offensive linemen (Flozell 
Adams) and linebackers (Ike Reese). 

The four feams with new coaches this 
year — Illinois (Ron Turner), Minnesota 
(Glen Mason). Purdue (Joe Tiller)and Indi- 
ana (Cam Cameron) and — appear des- 
lined for the second division again. But at 
least with new coaches, the litle four can 
concentrate on rebuilding rather than worry- 
ing about the coaching staff getting fired. 

Illinois and Minnesota particularly are 
not without talent, and could be scary oppo- 
nents for the front-runners. And, affer all, 
that’s what the Big Ten has become ... a 
league in which the also-rans make the 
transition into contenders almost overnight. 

Illinois has fine multi-purpose back 
Robert Holcombe, while Minneosta has the 
pass-catch combination of quarterback Cory 
Sauter to receivers Ryan Thelwell and Tutu 
Atwood. All-three Gophers are represented 
on Lindy’s preseason all-conference team. 

Then there's the two teams in Indiana 
— Purdue and Indiana — which have 
fought for years. The perception that all of 
the good college football played in the state 
occurs in the north end in a place called 
South Bend. 

— Tom Kubat 
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Time for the Big League to 


Live Up to Its Hype 


Toss those “best conference in college football” claims. A&M had its worst season in 13 years. Baylor fired its coach. 
The rest of Division I-A may get up off its knees. The league’s most improved team? 
The awe that the Big 12 was supposed fo generale turned into Missouri at 5-6. 
“aw, shucks.” Texas, at one time 3-4, had fo win its final four regular-season 
“No excuses,” Nebraska coach Tom Osborne said after Texas games just to get into the Big 12 title game. A great game plan and 
inexplicably upset his Huskers in the first Big daring coaching by John Mackovic allowed 
12 championship game last December. BIGGEST GAMES the Horns fo win the conference title and get 
Ozzie might as well have been speaking IN THE BIG 12 the league a second Alliance berth. 
for the whole league because style definitely “That's why they put erasers on pencils,” 
won out over substance in the Big 12. In Colorado at Michigan (Sept. 13) Mackovic crowed. 
other words, the Big 12 marketing machine UCLA at Texas (Sept. 13) If the league has a solid reputation in its 
was writing checks its football programs Nebraska at Washington (Sept. 20) infancy, it is that of an offensive power- 
couldn't cash. Kansas State at Nebraska (Oct. 4) house. Only the Pac-10 and WAC scored 
From the time the old Big Eight and four Texas A&M at Colorado (Oct. 4) more points per conference game than the 


Southwest Conference schools kicked off the | iAgNekipeie elu! Big 12 (54.12). 

mega-conference in August 1996, the new Ste - ae Spade * Given that backdrop, it looks like 

league developed credibility gaps. eoivaake a Satie east 2) ) Nebraska and Texas again in the title 
Texas’ 37-27 victory in the league Texas at Texas A&M (Nov. 27) game. Backed up against a defensive wall, 

championship game in St. Louis was enter- 


the Huskers and Horns have the weapons 
taining to watch, but just another blow fo the to outscore almost anyone. They finished 


Big 12's national reputation. Yes, it got the 1-2 in the league in scoring, averaging 
Longhorns into the Bowl Alliance, but it wrecked Nebraska's chances 42.5 and 34.3 points, respectively. 
for a third straight national championship. Junior I-back Ahman Green and sophomore backup DeAngelo 


Against the big five conferences — ACC, Big Ten, Pac-10, SEC Evans will keep defenses from resting in Lincoln. And Texas QB James 
and WAC — the Big 12 was a combined 11-14. Nebraska's loss to Brown might be the most dangerous weapon in the conference. 
Arizona State spawned a slew of Scott Frost jokes in Lincoln. Texas “On fape the guy looks like a good quarterback, but 

nothing outstanding,” Nebraska All- 
America defensive end Grant Wistrom 


1. GRANT WISTROM ODE Nebraska Senior said of Brown. “Shoot, we couldn't get 
Cornhusker star goes in as Outland, Lombardi favorite. the guy down.’ 

2. JAMES BROWN QB Texas Senior Brown, a senior, combines a run- 
Run/pass threat proved his worth against Nebraska. pass threat with unpredictability. It is 

3. RICKY WILLIAMS RB Texas Junior doubtful Mackovic would have called 
1,272 yards, third-highest in Texas history, now he's at TB. a daring fourth-and-inches pass from 

4. AARONTAYLOR 06 Nebraska Senior his own 28 in the championship game 
Former C could be first NU All-American at two positions. without Brown. A short completion 

5. PHIL SAVOY WR Colorado Senior went for 62 yards and set up the clinch- 
Top returning Big 12 receiver, he’s got it all. ing touchdown. 

6. DAT NGUYEN LB Texas A&M Junior Running back Ricky Williams has 
Butkus-like attitude helped ue se in on 146 tackles. Catala emeeses Pa ae 

7. RYAN BLACK Colorado Senior ey er nad AR 
More than a gutty siecaiees 154 tackles led the Big 12. sends is his first season as the 

8. CHRIS AKINS DT Texas Senior =i : : 
Texas types call him the strongest man in college football é Bat aati ie vi 
Injuries slowed him last year. Watch out this time around. fine. If not ... : 

10. MARK SIMONEAU LB Kansas State Sophomor i 

Third-straight conference defensive freshman of the year for K- shat. , Hii eel toads Le was 
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not Tommie Frazier. Then he played like 
Joe Frazier. 

Nebraska fans can’t wait until Frost: a) 
gains some consistency and big-play ability 
in big games, b) graduates or c) loses the 
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ME \caPai\n RANKINGS 


job to sophomore Frankie London or either 1. NEBRASKA 
freshmen Bobby Newcombe or Eric Crouch. 2. TEXAS 
The temptation is to pick Colorado to 3. COLORADO 
win if all. The Buffs return 13 starters. CU 4. KANSAS STATE 
coach Rick Neuheisel proved himself a wor- 5. TEXAS A&M 
thy big-time coach by outsmarting Osborne 6. MISSOURI 
at times during a 17-12 loss in Lincoln. But ; 
the combination of the Nebraska Hex and a 7. TEXAS TECH 
brutal schedule will keep Colorado from get- 8. OKLAHOMA 
ting past the Huskers. 9. OKLAHOMA STATE 
The Buffs have games at Michigan, . KANSAS 
Texas and Kansas State. CU will probably . IOWA STATE 


have fo win two of those three to remain in DL Ryan Olson = Colorado = G2 280 

the Top 10. It will have to win at Austin and nn 
Manhattan to set up another showdown with 
Nebraska on Nov. 28 in Boulder. 

Why won't CU prevail? 

1) The Hex. It’s been six years since 
Colorado beat Nebraska. Three of those 
games have been at CU. 

2) If won't matter. The division race 
might be decided by then. 

3) You have to run to beat Nebraska. 


Kansas is in for some tough times. 
First-year coach Terry Allen plans to throw 
in a running league with a patchwork 
Offensive line. 

lowa State went 5-17 with Troy Davis 
running for 2,000 yards each of the last 
S_62 two seasons. His brother Darren fakes over 
in the backfield. That’s not the problem. 
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B 200 
RB Parker 

RB DeAngelo Evans Nebraska So 6-0 220 
WR_Ed Willams 

WR Donte Hawking ___‘TexmsAQM it 6-1_178_ 


CU was 11th in the league and 63rd in the Ed lor at & 63 197 A defense that was 106th in rushing 
country last season. ad _—- defense is. 
See, it’s all about offense. A Andrew Weigh Colorado 5 u = Texas A&M is a distant second in the 
That brings us to our breakthrough team OL Mike Woris___Missowi__ % @8 310 © South. The Aggies endured their worst sea- 
of the year: Missouri, which scored 30 points Oe en ——_eemnome_S_65_282_ ao son, 6-6, since the Jackie Sherrill era. 
or more five times in a season for only the OL Todd Nelmeyor Missourl x 65 206 Texas Tech has Zebbie Lethridge and a 
ime si ish- AP_Darren Davis lowa State S068 189 ini i 
second fime since 1980. The long-languish PK Kyle Brynt Sir er pe shell of the team that finished behind Texas. 


ing Tigers did it with offense, twice winning Sophomore Clint Robertson was in line to 
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in overtime. Quarterback Corby Jones is 
the catalyst for the nation’s ninth-best 


replace Hanspard until a spring practice 
knee injury put his season in doubt. 


So 

rushing atiack. Montoe 62 249 Oklahoma and Oklahoma State are still 

Kansas State will finish third basically Di_Wek Regier _Coloado_t_6§ 245 trying fo find reliable quarterbacks. Until they 
because there is no other team to challenge beak Oe 88 do, look for both to dwell in the mid-South. 
it in the North. But the Wildcats have to 1B JayForemon _Nebrosn Jt G1 230_ Baylor's new coach, Dave Roberts, 
decide if they are content with nine victories 55 balkirat tear lasses 188-_compared his new school fo his former 
— they've done it each of the last four years DB _Exle Warfleld Nebraska % 60 195 employer, Notre Dame. In everything but 
= i i DB _Tony Blevins Kansos &_ 60 170 

or stepping up and beating Nebraska ere aan ar eaten football, maybe. 


just once. The last time was 1968. — Dennis Dodd 


] . TEXAS Give the ball to James Brown and hope the defense holds. 


2 . TEXAS A&M Deep in running backs and question marks. 
3.KANSAS ST. Wildcats’ habit: They have won nine games four years in a row. 3. TEXAS TECH Red Raiders hope grade-point average matches yards per rush. 


4 . MISSOURI Watch for the Tigers to gain o bowl trip ... in 1998. 4. OKLAHOMA John Blake has proved he can recruit ... now he needs to coach. 
5: KANSAS A losing record last season gives way to a transition year 5 . OKLAHOMA ST. Still second best in the state. 


6. IOWA ST. This team was 2-9 with Troy Davis, remember 6. BAYLOR New coach Dave Roberts should have brought Touchdown Jesus 
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Huskies Favored to Win in 


‘Basketball League’ 


Last year, Jim Lambright marveled at the combination of Arizona 
State's talent, experience, quarterback and schedule. 

As the 1997 season approaches, it is Lambright and the Huskies 
who can be described similarly. 

Washington has 16 starters returning from the 9-3 season 
and has some big-play athletes in that group, particularly wide 
receiver Jerome Pathon, tailback Rashaan Shehee and safety 
Tony Parrish. 

They have an offensive line that returns 
four starters, including two players — guard 
Benji Olson and center Olin Kreutz — who are 
first-team All-Americans. 

They have a quarterback, Brock Huard, 
who appears on the verge of becoming the lat- 
est and greatest in Washington’s outstanding 
lineage of passers. 

And they have their key Pac-10 games at 
home (Arizona, USC, Oregon, Washington 
State) ... along with a Sept. 20 date in Husky 
Stadium with the Nebraska Cornhuskers. 

Last year, it was a Sept. 21 date with 
Nebraska that served as Arizona State's coro- 
nation as one of college football's princes of 
1996. That Washington is playing host to the 
Cornhuskers precisely 52 weeks later is only one of the rich similari- 
ties that the 1997 Huskies have with the 1996 Sun Devils. 

It remains to be seen whether Lambright and his team can cash 


in with victories the same way Arizona State did last year, when coach 


ROAD TO 
THE ROSE BOWL 
UCLA at Washington St. (Aug. 30) 
Arizona State at Washington (Oct. 4) 


USC at Arizona State (Oct. 11) 
Arizona State at Stanford (Oct. 18) 


USC at Washington (Nov. 1) 

UCLA at Stanford (Nov. 1) 

Stanford at USC (Nov. 8) 

Washington at UCLA (Nov. 15) 

UCLA at USC (Nov. 22) 

Washington St. at Washington (Nov. 22) 


Bruce Snyder and his crew completed a perfect regular season. 

But even through its troublesome years of rebuilding the program 
following the probation, the Huskies have never been overmatched in 
the Pac-10. And in league games since the veil was lifted for the 
1995 season, Washington is a stunning 13-2-1, with losses only in 
the final seconds to Rose Bowl-bound ASU last season and to Cotton 
Bowl-bound Oregon the year before that. 

The Pac-10 has had a revolving door at the top in recent 
years, ever since the Huskies and their three- 
peat of 1990-92 were brought crashing down 
by probation. 

In the past five years, five different teams 
have been to the Rose Bow!: Arizona State 
(1996), USC (1995), Oregon (1994), UCLA 
(1993) and Washington (1992). 

Factor in the shared-championships enjoyed 
by Stanford (1992) and Arizona (1993), and it 
means that teams of seven different Pac-10 foot- 
ball programs have earned championship rings 
in the past five years. The bad news is that only 
USC has won the Rose Bowl. 

It has been sort of a tag team of mediocrity. 
Arizona State’s emergence into the Top 5 last 
season was the first for any team in the league 
since 1991 ... and then the Sun Devils failed fo finish the job, going 
into full retreat in the final minute of the Rose Bowl and losing to Ohio 
State. 

In the past two postseasons, the Pac-10 is 2-7. Never before 
had the league endured back-to-back los- 
ing records in bowl games. The previous 


1. CHRIS McALISTER CB Arizona Junior 20 years, it was 45-26-2. 
Cornerback in a linebacker's body, he’s the real deal. As far from believable as this would 
2. CHRIS CLAIBORNE LB USC Sophomore have been just five years ago, this has 
Difference-maker even as a true freshman last season. become something of a basketball con- 
3. RYAN LEAF QB WSU Junior 


Comparisons to Drew Bledsoe are peta . but not appropriate. 

4. JASON CHORAK Washington Senior 
Blows into the backfield faster than cao in the country. 

5. DAYLON McCUTCHEON' CB USC Junior 
He’s got all the skills, now needs to show it for a whole season. 

6. BENJI OLSON 0G Washington Junior 
They call him “the road grader,” and for good reason. 

7. CHAD HUTCHINSON QB Stanford Sophomore 
More than a strong-armed thrower, he’s a supremely fluid athlete. 

8. BROCK HUARD QB Washington Sophomore 
Drop-back deluxe with great touch on the ball and feel for the game. 

9. BOBBY SHAW WR California Senior 
Terrific hands and feet make him a complete receiver. 

10. TONY PARRISH $ Washington Senior 

A combination center fielder, cover-guy and enforcer who can run. 
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ference. It has been six years since 
Washington shared the national title with 
Miami (1991), and 25 years since a 
team from the league has won a clear-cut 
national championship (USC, 1972). 

Consider that since Jan. 1, 1995, the 
Pac-10 has won as many national bas- 
ketball championships as bow! games 
(two). Just as with basketball in the 
1980s, the league's football programs 
have been damaged by a recruiting exo- 
dus. Extensive TV exposure for the Big 10 
and Big 12, especially, have enabled 
those conferences to skim off some of the 
West Coast's best talent, and then beat 
the Pac-10 with it later. 


That's what the league is trying to com- 
bat these days, attempting to turn up its mar- 
keting presence as well as some of the 
schools enhancing some facilities to upgrade 
their athletic programs. 

The league’s arrangement with the Bowl 
Alliance starting with the 1998 season, while 
keeping the Rose Bowl as their base of post- 
season operations, could prove fo be just the 
elixir for the exodus. 

“Now we can tell the kids that they can 
play for the national championship and the 
Rose Bowl,” Lambright said. 

That's something the Sun Devils sorta 
wound up playing for last year, although 
even if they had beaten Ohio State, a 12-0 
record might not have been enough fo get 
them the national championship since 
Florida and Florida State were looming in 
New Orleans. 

As it turned out, a victory over Ohio 
State would have left ASU with the only per- 
fect record in the country, and the Devils 
would have had an exceedingly strong claim 
to No. 1 — but that is not the same as 
starting the season with the hype that a 
national championship game is at the end 
of the highway. 

Now Washington will have the chance to 
start the season as a highly ranked team, play 
some image-building non-conference games 
against BYU, Nebraska and San Diego State, 
and then settle into the Rose Bowl race. 

Lambright acknowledges that he is still 
rebuilding the team’s depth following the 
recruiting restrictions placed on the program 
in 1994 and 1995, but the youthful talent on 
hand indeed melds with a deep, talented 
senior class fo make the Huskies the clear 
preseason pick. 

The way Colorado was able to toy with 
Washington at times in the 1996 Holiday 
Bowl indicates that the Huskies were not ready 
to dwell in the high-rent district, but maturing 
quarterback Brock Huard, a road-grading 
Offensive line and a veteran defense should 
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Experience abounds, but a tough schedule can ruin things. 
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ALL-PAC-10 TEAM 


OFFENSE — FIRST TEAM 
QB _ Ryan Leaf Woshington State Jr_ 6-6 246 
RB_ Skip Hicks UCLA St_ 6-0 222 — 
RB_ Rashaan Shehee Washington St_ 5-11 205 
WR_Bobby Shaw California St__ 6-1 190 
WR_ Jerome Pathon Washington Sr_5-11_ 180 
TE__ Cam Cleeland Washington St 6-4 265 
OL Benji Olson Washington Jr 6-4 310 
OL Kyle Murphy Arizona State St 6-4 298 
OL __ Olin Kreutz Washington Jt 6-4 290 __ 
OL Grey Ruegemer Asizona Stote Jt_6-5 287 __ 


AP__Tim Alexander Oregon State Jt_ 6-0 188 
PK Robert Nycz Arizona State St 5-11 194 
DEFENSE — FIRST TEAM 
DL__Jason Chorak Washington St_ 6-3 255 
DL__Joe Salave’a Arizona St__6-4 270 
DL__Brandon Whiting California St_ 6-3 280 
DL__Kailee Wong Stanford St__6-3 260 
LB Chris Claiborne USC So_6-3_ 250 
LB Chris Draft Stanford Sr_6-1_ 220 
LB __ Pat Tilimon Arizona State__—St_ 5-11 200 
DB__ Chris McAlister Arizona Jt 6-2 185 
DB _Daylon McCutcheon _ USC Jr 5-11_175 
DB Tony Parrish Washington _—St_5-11_ 205 
DB Shaun Williams UCLA St 6-2 204 
P Jim Wren USC Sr 6-0 220 
OFFENSE — SECOND TEAM 
QB Chad Hutchinson Stanford So 6-5 230 
RB_ Saladin McCullough __ Oregon St__5-10_ 190 
RB Tarik Smith California Sr 6-0 190 
WR_ Damon Griffin Oregon St__ 5-10 175 
WR_Lenzie Jackson Arizona State Jt_ 6-0 191 


TE__Blake Spence Oregon St_ 6-4 25) 
OL Chris Brymer USC Sr 6-3 310 
OL __ Kris Ferris UCLA So_6-9 300 
OL Jason McEndoo Washington State Sr 6-4 300 
OL Brian Donoghue Stontord St 6-6 285 
OL__ Tony Coats Washington Jt_ 6-7 300__ 


AP__R. Jay Soward USC So 5-1) 175 _ 
PK Kevin Miller Stonford St 6-0 200 
DEFENSE — SECOND TEAM 
DL__Carl Hansen Stantord St 6-5 265 
DL__Dorlan Boose Washington State St_6-6 276 
DL__ George Per USC Sr_ 6-5 260 
DL__Leon Bender Washington State Sr_6-5 308 _ 
LB__ Brandon Moore Washington State Sr_ 6-1 220 
LB Brion Willmer UCLA St_ 6-2 242 


LB Jerry Jensen Washington St 6-2 230 


DB Jason Simmons Arizona State St__5-10 175 
DB Damien Richardson _Arizona State St_ 6-2 210 
DB Brian Kelly USC St__6-1__ 190 
DB _ Kelly Malveaux Arizona Sr 5-9 175 
P Chris Sailer UCLA Jr 5-10 190 
a a eH 


help them make that ascension in 1997. 

Stanford, also with a blossoming quar- 
terback (Chad Hutchinson) leading a veteran 
team, has every reason to expect to continue 
what it started last season, when it won its 
last five games, including an impressive 
38-0 rout of Michigan State in the Sun Bowl. 

Arizona State will have to do without the 
services of do-everything quarterback Jake 
Plummer, who pulled the Devils out of the 
fire too many times to wonder where they’d 
have been without him. Now they’re without 
him, but coach Bruce Snyder hopes the 
Snake rubbed off on some of his teammates. 

Although the USC Trojans lost their very 
best players to the NFL, a plethora of big-play 
athletes keep opponents from overlooking 
what could be a rejuvenated program follow- 
ing the messy end-of-season showdown 
between athletic director Mike Garrett and 
John Robinson. 

UCLA has almost the whole offense 
back, led by quarterback Cade McNown, tail- 
back Skip Hicks, and the whole line. 

Washington State looks like the league’s 
darkhorse, which is not unusual. The 
Cougars have arguably the worst depth of 
any team in the league, but they also have 
arguably the best quarterback (Ryan Leaf) 
and — if they're all healthy and out of acad- 
emic trouble — the best defensive line, 
which makes for a dynamite combination. 

Arizona and Oregon have something to 
prove after losing five league games last sea- 
son, with the Wildcats boasting one of the 
league’s most exciting players in quarterback 
Keith Smith, and the Ducks boasting one of 
the league’s most exciting players in tailback 
Saladin McCullough. 

Cal hopes new coach Tom Holmoe’s pro 
football sucess will translate into victories in 
Strawberry Canyon. 

Then there’s Oregon State, which, 
even with new coach Mike Riley, are still 
the Beavers. 

— Don Borst 
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10. OREGON STATE 


Who knows what to think? Beavers start anew ... again. 
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September Showdown 


Key toT 


itle Chase Again 


It's hard to imagine Florida as an underdog. 

The Gators are the defending national champions. They have won 
over 90 percent of their SEC games in the ‘90s. They have won four SEC 
titles in a row. They have won five straight East Division tiles. They are 
one of two teams to finish in the top 10 each of the last six seasons. 

But if this dynasty were to hit a bump, this would be the year. 

Florida lost Heisman Trophy winner Danny Wuerffel — college foot- 
ball's all-time best quarterback, according to Gators coach Steve Spurrier. 

The Gators lose receivers Reidel Anthony and Ike Hilliard to the 
NFL a year early after each caught 126 career 
passes for a combined 4,488 yards. 

They lose their top two defensive backs, 
Anthone Lott and Lawrence Wright. 

They lose an All-SEC linebacker and their 
two best offensive linemen. 

But Spurrier won't raise a white flag. 
Maybe an orange one. 

If ever Tennessee were ready to unseat 
Florida, this would be the season. The Vols 
return 15 starters from a 10-2 team that lost by 
six points fo the Gators last year. They have the 
nation’s best quarterback, the SEC’s best 
receiving corps, and they return seven starters 
from the SEC’s top-ranked defense. 

But Spurrier and the Gators seem to have 
Tennessee’s number. They have beaten the Vols 
four straight years. Ol’ Stevie Boy scored 62 on Tennessee in 
1995 and had a 35-0 lead 20 minutes into the game last season. 

And although Tennessee may have the advantage in experience, 
Florida has the advantage of playing Tennessee at Florida Field. And so 


Florida at LSU (Oct. 1 
Georgia at Tennessee 


LSU at Alabama (Nov 


Arkansas at LSU (Nov 


1. PEYTON MANNING ~~ QB 


2. KEVIN FAULK RB LSU 


Led SEC in rushing, punt returns and all-purpose yards, 
Tennessee 


Superb pass-rusher, 19.5 sacks in 19 career games. 


3. LEONARD LITTLE DE 


4. MICHAEL MYERS DT Alabama 


Juco transfer led Tide with 8 sacks, 13 tackles for loss. 


5. TAKEO SPIKES LB Auburn 


Butkus semifinalist last year, had 119 tackles. 


6. BRANDON TOLBERT LB Georgia 


Piled up 116 tackles from his strongside spot. 


7. HINES WARD WR/AP Georgia 


Could be first player to get 1,000 yards in 4 categories. 


8. JAMIE DUNCAN LB Vanderbi 


Had SEC-best 151 tackles (5 sacks), 307 career stops 


9. DESHEA TOWNSEND CB Alabama 


Best cover guy in SEC; 7 career interceptions. 


10. JACQUEZ GREEN WR Florida 
Could catch 70 passes; SEC’s No. 3 punt returner. 


ROAD TO THE 
GEORGIA DOME 
Tennessee at Florida (Sept. 20) 


Auburn at LSU (Sept. 20) 


Tennessee at Alabama (Oct. 18) 
Florida at Auburn (Oct. 18) 


Georgia-Florida at Jacksonville (Nov. 1) 


Alabama at Auburn (Nov. 22) 


Tennessee 
Already has 19 school records, 53 TD passes, 7,382 yards. 


once again, the winner of the September showdown will take a huge step 
toward winning not only the SEC championship, but the national title. 


EASTERN DIVISION 

Spurrier has an uncanny ability to get production from his quarter- 
backs, from his days with the Tampa Bay Bandits to Duke to Florida. 
This year, he faces perhaps his biggest challenge. 

Sophomore Doug Johnson, who played 70 snaps last year, can’t 
duplicate the remarkable records of Wuerffel, much less the remark- 
able leadership and remarkable decision-mak- 
ing. Johnson has never played meaningful 
minutes in a big game. He has only one proven 
receiver in Jacquez Green. And he splits his 
time with minor league baseball. 

For Florida to play Tennessee in the third 
game of the season could be Tennessee's 
trump card. Manning is 28-4 in his three sea- 
sons as a starter, but two of those losses have 
been to Florida. 

The Vols have a terrific passing attack, an 
improved offensive line, a strong defensive front 
and a solid secondary. Florida’s defensive front 
seven is the best in the SEC. The secondary 
appears to be vulnerable, however, and who 
better to exploit that weakness than Everybodys 
All-American, Peyton Manning. 

It isn’t completely a two-team show, either. 

Georgia looks like it should be an eight-game winner for the 
first time in five years. The Bulldogs have an All-SEC player at tailback, 
receiver and offensive line. They must get more consistent play at 
quarterback. On defense, Georgia has the 
best set of linebackers in the SEC. Affer a 
disappointing debut, Bulldogs coach Jim 
Donnan might find himself on the hot 
seat in a hurry. A key is the versatility of 
Hines Ward, who could become the only 
NCAA player ever fo pile up 1,000 career 
yards in four categories: receiving 


LD) 
(Oct. 11) 


8) 


. 29) 


Senior 
Junior 


Senior 


Senior (1,250), rushing (840), passing (891) 
2 and return yardage (635). 
Junior South Carolina has one of the SEC's top 


QBs in Anthony Wright. The Gamecocks 
have their best offensive line since joining 
the SEC and a nice 1-2 punch at tailback. 
They aren't outstanding in any area, but 
they don’t have a major weakness. 
Kentucky brings the most unknowns 
of any SEC team. New coach Hal 
Mumme told incumbent senior quarter- 
back Billy Jack Haskins that sophomore 
Tim Couch would be the starter, so Hask- 
ins left. Then Mumme dismissed last 
year's top rusher, Derick Logan, and has 


Senior 
Senior 
It Senior 
Senior 


Junior 
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shiffed various personnel at receiver and in 
the backfield. Mumme should be able to jazz 
up an offense that averaged a pitiful 12.55 
points last season 

Vanderbilt ranked dead last in the nation 


LINDY’S 1997 


ALL-SEC TEAM 


RANKINGS 


in fotal offense last year, so head coach Rod OFFENSE — FIRST T 1. TENNESSEE 
Dowhower, who ran the offense, was run out ~— gg os. to eres 2. FLORIDA 
of town in favor of defensive coordinator = let Eiewts tee * or 208 3. LSU 
Woody Widenhofer. we Jon Pa 7 18 4. ALABAMA 
%_ 63 190 
WESTERN DIVISION E ar oe a x $8 ae 5. AUBURN 
LSU appears poised to wrestle the West OL_ Matt Stinchcomb Geomjlar _6-7 280 6. GEORGIA 

title from Alabama, which has won it four OL_ Vitor Riley ‘Aubum % 65 $21 7. SOUTH CAROLINA 
a in Lh gti MY conba ee eee 8. ARKANSAS 

RTRs, Wed on en Bee ae y—tmee Ners___Seoma _S_6-1_164_ &_ 6118 9. MISSISSIPPI STATE 


years ago, are better than the Crimson Tide at 
running back, quarterback, offensive line and 


i 
@ 
Ks 
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. OLE MISS 


special teams. LSU returns 18 starters from its . KENTUCKY 
second 10-win team since 1961. Herbie Tyler . VANDERBILT 
is 14-2 as the starting quarterback, and run- DL_ Michael Myers Nabama & 63 270 
ning back Kevin Faulk is one of college foot- DL_EdChesier _Roda _ W 64 274 = 1inicton who was overweight and had a 
ball’s most electrifying players. The Tigers i _Peendoa ToRet _feoggia_8_€:$_225 subpar season. : 
have one of the best offensive lines in the SEC 1B Jamie Duncan _-Vanderblt! St_6-1_235_ Arkansas, the West champs in 1995 
. f 7 % f 

and two standout defensive tackles. DB _Destes Tomead —Nabome sr eto-tee--—«stUMbled to a 2-6 mark and tied with Ole 

Alabama refurns fewer starters than ony DB Mataviws Houston Aubum_—_t_@1 218 ~— ‘Mis for last in the division. But 15 starters 
SEC team (10). But the Tide seems fo win pe Mak Ronen _{&___$0 €0 185 return, including three impact players who 


some games on tradition alone. Dennis Rid- 
dle has gained 2,000 yards over the past 
two seasons, but he’s not assured of stari- 


OFFENSE — 


77) 


ECOND TEAM 


missed 1996 because of injuries: defensive 
tackle Geno Bell and receiver Anthony Lucas. 
The Hogs have a new offensive coordi- 


ing, sel ti ae se hh nee s Florida nator in former Buffalo Bills head coach Kay 
new coach Mike DuBose has inherited. RS Dennis Riddle _Neboma_$%_€0 18 Stenhenson, coupled with a desire fo pass 
WR Vougha Alabama ; 
Sarat wary ee es si ofthe wr aa a more. Incumbent Pete Burks, not adept at 
S best delensive lines, and Deshea TE Rufus French ___Mississipp!_ $0 64 243 = Danny Ford's option attack, will have to fight 

Townsend and Fernando Bryant are as good «Brandon Buteworh_Avimpeee_t_ 63288 85 Kean hig job, 
as om Ase ed pede in A eth : OL Mo Collins Fos srs SS Mississippi State could be bowl-bound, 

_Itthe as a darkhorse, ifs Auburn, OL WilFiiend Alabama St G&2_271_ if quarterback Matt Wyatt has a good season 
which returns 18 starters, including 10 on eg ee — Ea eee and the Bulldogs can stay injury-free. Defen- 
defense. Quarterback Dameyune Craig PK Jeff Tennessee Jt 6-0 182_—Ssive end Greg Favors (12.5 sacks, 25 QB 
showed his talents with 445 total yards T pressures) is a disruptive force in Joe Lee 


against Army in the Independence Bowl, and 


Dunn’s defense, and if 320-pound defensive 


his top three receivers return, along with a DL_ChrisHood ____-Aboma__Jt_ 63273 tackles Eric Dotson and James Grier play to 
strong offensive line. Dohme Wie es zm «their potential, the Bulldogs could be the sur- 
Linebacker Takeo Spikes was the only DiL_ Melvin Bradley Arkansas wt 62 263 prise team in the SEC. 
sophomore among the Butkus Award semifi- ee eee _toum Coromme_fo_ 6-9 222 Ole Miss went 5-6 last year, but four 
: : Greg Bright Georgia os ear 
nalists last season. He leads an experienced 1B Johnny Rutledge Frida 62 229 wins were over Idaho State, Virginia Military, 
defense, but one that was last in the SEC in DB So 61 180 Arkansas State and Vanderbilt. Coach 
total yards (370.4) and eighth in scoring aber Weaingion Sou Gauina —sea—a00- «TOMMY Tuberville has improved his skill 
(22.36). The Tigers need improved play DB Brod Wore ‘Aubum So 62 180 positions, but has more work to do. 
P = Jaret Holmes Aubam & 62 209 


from its defensive line and safety Martavius 


SEC East 
1. TENNESSEE 
pee ly un 


—dimmy Hyams 


. VANDERBILT 


Decent defense can't overcome another horrific offense. 


. OLE MISS 


Rebuilding job continues for short-handed Rebels. 
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Once Again, BYU 


to Carry the Load 


The BYU Cougars were exhausted by the end of last season, and 
not just because of a marathon 15-game schedule, spanning from 
August fo January. 

LaVell Edwards’ team was also weary from lugging an entire 
league on its back. The final month of the 1996 season turned into a 
referendum on the expanded 16-team Western Athletic Conference and 
its place in college football’s hierarchy. It was leff to the Cougars to 
carry the WAC banner. 

BYU answered the call, gutfing out an 
overtime victory against Wyoming in the 
inaugural WAC championship game, then 
storming back to beat favored Kansas State 
in the Cotton Bowl. The Cougars finished 
the longest season in NCAA history 14-1 
and No. 5 in the polls. That provided the 
league with its highest-ranked team since 
1984 — the year BYU (who else?) won 
the national championship — and more 
ammunition in the continuing push for a 
guaranteed spot in the Bowl Alliance. 

But it was all foo familiar. With few 
exceptions, BYU has been the WAC’s 
standard bearer since the late “70s — 
when Arizona State and Arizona migrated 
to the Pac-10. Other programs, notably 
Utah and Colorado State, finally began to emerge. nationally in the 
‘90s. But when the league netted only two bow! invitations, and the 
Utes were embarrassed 38-10 by Wisconsin in the Copper Bowl, the 
WAC turned its lonely eyes fo the Cougars ... again. 


Tulsa at lowa (Sept. 13) 


1. CHRIS FUAMATU-MA’AFALA RB Utah 
2. AZ-ZAHIR HAKIM 
+ PS EPA eam lisa 
4. MICHAEL PITTMAN RB 
5. OMARR MORGAN 

6. MOSES MORENO 

7. KYLE TURLEY OL 
8. CHRIS GIZZI LB 


9. MICHAEL PERRY RB/RS_ Rice 


TOP 10 TALENT 


10. ADRIAN ROSS DL 
Housewrecking leader of Ram defense. 
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BIG GAMES FOR 
THE BIG WAC 


Washington at Brigham Young (Sept. 6) 
Colorado State at Colorado (Sept. 6) 


Brigham Young at Arizona State (Sept. 20) 
Rice at Northwestern (Sept. 20) 

San Diego State af Wisconsin (Sept. 20) 
Texas at Rice (Sept, 27) 
San Diego State at Arizona (Oct. 4) 
Utah at Oregon (Oct. 18) 
Army at Air Force (Nov. 8) 


Size (275), speed (4.69) equals devastating package. 
San Diego St. 


WR 
One of nation’s most dangerous deep no 


Fresiio St. 
WAC's energizer bunny outworks everybody. 


CB BYU 
Best cover guy in league loaded with talented DBs. 
QB Colorado St. 
Big-play touch — and big-play team to go with it. 
San Diego St. 
Brute strength, quick feet make him prime pro prospect. 
Air Force 
Averages nearly 12 stops per game. 


Speedy Owl junior dangerous double threat. 
Colorado St. 


This wasn’t necessarily a bad thing, according to WAC commis- 
sioner Karl Benson. “BYU was the right team for the WAC under those 
circumstances,” he says. “But in the long term, we need to be known 
as more than a one-feam league.” 

Here, says Edwards. The longtime Cougar coach likes winning as 
much as the next guy. But affer 25 seasons, he wouldn't mind shed- 
ding the role of conference savior. Benson and others lobbied long 
and loud to get BYU into an Alliance game. When the Cougars were 
snubbed, the Cotfon Bow! matchup with the Wild- 
cats became a litmus test for a league still trying to 
prove it belongs with the big boys. The Cougars 
prevailed 19-14. 

But the load was heavier than ever, mainly 
because the weight of six new feams — TCU, SMU, 
Tulsa, Rice, UNLV and San Jose State, was heaped 
on top of the original 10. 

Says Edwards: “| made up my mind early that | 
had enough to worry about without taking on the 
responsibility of the WAC. And | never talked to the 
players about it because there was already enough 
pressure on them. But it was there, no question. 
There was so much written and said about the 
Alliance. You couldn't avoid it.” 

The Cougars may not be able fo this year, 
either. BYU must replace major talents such as 
quarterback Steve Sarkisian, tight end Itula Mili, middle linebacker 
Shay Muirbrook and return specialist James Dye. But the core of last 
year’s team — 15 returning starters — remains intact. If junior Paul 
Shoemaker or sophomore Kevin Feterik can fill Sarkisian’s size 12s, 
BYU should again be the class of the 
WAC. And with a non-conference sched- 
ule that includes Washington (home) and 
Arizona State (away), it’s not hard to 
visualize another run at the Top 10. 

“They're still the standard we're all 


Junior 


Senior 


Senior striving for,” says San Diego State coach 
Ted Tollner. 
Senior And to think, before last season, BYU 


appeared fo be slipping. The Cougars fin- 
ished 7-4 in 1995. They won a share of 
the WAC title, but got drubbed 34-17 by 
Utah at home in the season finale and 
went bowl-less for the first fime in 17 
seasons. BYU wasn’t even picked fo win 
its division last year. 

But beneath the surface, things were 
happening again in Provo. The 65-year- 
old Edwards signed a four-year contract 
extension during the ‘95 season, staving 
off retirement rumors. That came in the 
middle of two sensational recruiting 
years. The Cougars signed Sarkisian, 
Dye, center Larry Moore, defensive tackle 


Senior 


Senior 


Senior 


Senior 


Junior 


Senior 
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Henry Bloomfield and cornerback Tim McTyer 
in ‘95. Last year they reeled in running backs 
Brian McKenzie and Ronney Jenkins, and 
cornerback Omarr Morgan. All made the All- 
WAC feam save Jenkins, who was named 
freshman of the year. 

Coupled with veterans such as Muir- 
brook, Mili, fight end Chad Lewis and 
receiver Kaipo McGuire, the 1997 Cougars 
developed the kind of chemistry not seen 
since, well, since 1984. 

BYU led the WAC in total defense, and 
boasted the most balanced offense of the 
Edwards Era. Quarterback U. averaged 182 
rushing yards a game. Finally, Dye (three 
touchdowns on kickoff and punt returns) 
anchored one of the best special teams perfor- 
mances in school history. 

“They were really together as a feam in all 
three phases of the game. If was evident when 
you watched them play,” says Utah coach 
Ron McBride, whose three-game win streak 
against the Cougars ended last year with a 
37-17 loss in Salt Lake City. “It might have 
been their best team.” 

Whether the Cougars will be forced to 
carry the WAC’s bags again is another matter. 

The conference has improved its bowl 
standing a bit. The WAC’s No. 3 team will 
meet an at-large opponent in the Las Vegas 
Bowl, giving the league three postseason 
berths (the conference champion goes to the 
Cotton or Holiday; the No. 2 team plays in 
the Copper Bowl). A fourth bowl slot could 
yet emerge if the Haka Bow! gets its finances 
together. The New Zealand-based game was 
denied NCAA certification last year, but Ben- 
son hopes guarantees from the WAC and 
Pac-10 will remedy the situation. And, in an 
effort fo avoid last year's fiasco, when 10-2 
Wyoming was denied a bow! berth alto- 
gether, the conference is irying fo forge a 
deal with the Copper Bowl fo take the cham- 
pionship game loser. 

However, the WAC continues to butt hel- 
mets with the Alliance. After a winter in which 
the conference took its grievences to the 
NCAA convention and U.S. senators threat- 
ened an antitrust investigation, Alliance offi- 
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1. BYU the onty question: Who's the quarterback? 
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DL_ Adrian Ross Colorado State $1 245 
DL_ Matt Harper Tou & 255 
DL _ Jeff Leonard Wyoming x 256 
DL _ Sean OBoyle Tulsa & 6-7 260 
LB _ Chris Bordano SMU & 62 240 
LB _ Chris Otzzi Nt Force & 6-0) 245 
1B _ Brod Martin BYU 61 240 
DB_Oman Monon BYU &_(&10_165_ 
DB Clarence Lawson Utah % 67 178 
DB Eddie Kianestd Howall 

DB Robert Love Utah 

P Jeff Roberts Fresno State 

8 Jon Denton UNLY $0 63 210 
RB_ Lennox Gordon New Mexico Jt 6-0 201 
RB_Damon Weshington Colorado State Jr 6-11 200 
WR Windrell Hayes _San Jose State_Jt_&-11_198_ 
WR_Wes Coswell Tulsa & 68 183 
WR_Corlos Baker UNLY st 6-10 195 
OL Ephraim Saioam _—‘San Diego State Sr 6-7 200 
OL _ Shane Olivelra Howell &% 61 272 
OL _ Charles Torolio Rice 61 200 
OL _ Anwar White UTEP S66 290 
OL _Etfe Bateman BYU 67 315 
AP Rodnick Philips SMU $0 60 210 
K Michael Reeder = TCU & 60 165 

DEFENSE — SECOND TEAM 
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RANKINGS 


BYU 

- COLORADO STATE 
- SAN DIEGO STATE 
RICE 

UTAH 

. AIR FORCE 

- TULSA 

SMU 

- TCU 

- UNLV 

- WYOMING 

- FRESNO STATE 

- NEW MEXICO 

. UTEP 

- HAWAII 

- SAN JOSE STATE 
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cials proposed a guaranteed berth for the WAC 
— if one of its teams is ranked No. 6 or higher. 
The WAC spurned the proposal, holding out for 
a Top 10 or Top eight guarantee. By late spring, 
no agreement had been reached. 

A bigger challenge may be again pro- 
ducing several national-caliber teams. The 
WAC was loaded with talented seniors last 
year, resulting not only in big seasons for 
BYU and Wyoming, but San Diego State, 
Uiah (both 8-3) and Rice (7-4). 

There are many more question marks 
this season. Only Colorado State, with 17 
returning starters — including quarterback 
Moses Moreno — jumps out. The Ufes and 
Aztecs could join the Rams if they find QBs; 
Rice could also be there if the Owls manage 
to retool their defense. And Air Force will find 
a way fo contend, even though the Falcons 
must rebuild on both sides of the ball. 

The WAC faced similar questions in 
1995, and stumbled badly, producing no 
ranked feams and only two bowl entries. 

Now it’s up fo the 16-team wagon train 
fo keep up with lead-horse BYU. 

— Joe Baird 


PACIFIC DIVISION 


8. UTEP the detense looks nasty, but can they score? 
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So who will finish second in the Big West? 

No conference in college football has a more overwhelming 
favorite to win a league championship in 1997 than the Nevada 
Wolf Pack in the Big West. 

And why nof? The Pack has 14 starters and 25 seniors back 
from the 9-3 team that won the Las Vegas Bowl. And, believe it or 
not, a schedule that includes Oregon, Southern Miss, Wyoming, Col- 
orado State and Nevada-Las Vegas creates the opportunity to crack 
into the Top 25 by season’s end. 

In the meantime, primary Big West challengers Utah State, 
Idaho and North Texas all must play in Reno. New coaches face 
rebuilding jobs at Boise State (Houston Nutt) and New Mexico State 
(Tony Samuel). O 


CONFERENCE USA 


By storming to an 8-1 start, Southern Mississippi rose as high as 
No. 20 in the Associated Press poll, but the Eagles found that it didn’t 
do them much good in Conference USA competition. All it took was one 
stumble, a 56-49 overtime loss at Houston in the 10th game of the 
season, and Southern Miss was dumped from the league's top spot. 

Houston illustrated the league's balance by beating the favored 
Eagles fo capture the championship, and then pushed Syracuse to the 
hilt in the Liberty Bowl before falling in the fourth quarter. This year, 
East Carolina arrives after successive eight-victory seasons, and 
immediately becomes a contender, too. 

With 15 returning starters, coach Jeff Bower's USM squad has to 
be considered the favorite to gain the league’s automatic berth in the 
Liberty Bowl. Q 
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“We’re Number Two, We’re Number Two!’ 


LB Nevada Senior 
Speed, strength and radar on ball carriers/QBs. 
WR Idaho Senior 


Acrobatic, sticky-fingered cousin of Keyshawn Johnson. 
RB Utah State 
So good he put Abu Wilson on the bench last year. 
RB New Mexico State Junior 
Slasher who added 15 pounds of bulk to 5-9 frame. 


Sophomore 


DT Nevada Senior 
Pocket-collapser who had 10 sacks last season. 

QB Nevada Senior 
Bounce-back from Texas with prototype NFL size, arm. 

WR Utah State Senior 
Led Big West receivers with 17 yards per catch. 

WR Nevada Junior 
Dependable possession receiver and deep threat in pass-happy offense. 

C North Texas Junior 
A tad undersized, but extremely athletic. 

PK Nevada Junior 


Made 20 of 22 FGs in ‘96, third in Lou Groza Award balloting. 


Give Me Liberty 


TB Houston 
Antowain Smith's school records are in jeopardy. 

LB Southern Mississippi Senior 
Top returning tackler (141) in C-USA. 


Sophomore 


RB East Carolina Junior 
The nation’s leading returning rusher (158.6 yards a game). 

LB Cincinnati Senior 
Three consecutive years of 100-plus tackles. 

LB Cincinnati Senior 
Slimmer, quicker version of teammate Curry. 

DE Louisville Senior 
Has knack for getting to QB; 19 career sacks. 

QB Southern Miss Junior 
Shattered Brett Favre's single-game passing mark. 

CB Southern Miss Senior 
With 6 interceptions last year, won't be tested offen. 

QB Louisville Sophomore 
Threw for 1,773 yards as a freshman last year. 

RB Southern Miss Senior 


Accounted for 1,220 all-purpose yards in nine games. 


1997 


The Mid-America Conference goes big-time this season ... sort of. 

The generally overlooked league in America’s heartland figured 
that if 12 teams and a conference playoff is good enough for the SEC, 
the Big 12 and the WAC, then it’s good enough for the MAC. 

The addition of Marshall and Northern Illinois brings some added 
intrigue. Can Marshall immediately match up with the long-standing 
Division I-A programs? We'll find out. 

Marshall will host the league’s first conference championship 
game, with Toledo and Miami of Ohio appearing to be the horses to 
beat in the two six-feam division races. Q 


Where have all the Independents gone? 

They've gone to the Big East, and the ACC, and Conference 
USA, almost every one. At the beginning of the decade, there were 
25 major independents, and Notre Dame, Miami, Penn State, Florida 
Stale and Syracuse were among the strongest teams in the country, 
prompting charges of unfair scheduling advantages in pursuit of the 
national championship. 

These days, it’s tough fo say much about the Independents, 
other than to say that it has pretty much become Notre Dame and 
eight teams that can’t get into a league. 
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MAC Grows to Twelve Teams 


WR Marshall Sophomore 
Division I-AA record-holder set fo assault !-A books this year. 

RB C. Michigan Junior 
Speedy back is key fo MAC's best offense. 

QB Ohio Junior 
Last year's MAC Offensive Player of the Year can break one at any time. 

RB Kent Senior 


Has been over 100 yards 24 times in his career. 
WR C. Michigan Junior 
Speedster shattering all school receiving records. 


0G Miami Senior 
Sure bet fo be All-MAC for third straight year. 
LB E. Michigan Senior 
Double-digit sacks the past two years. 
QB E. Michigan Senior 
Could top this list if he returns to 1995 form. 
RB Ohio Junior 
Teamed with Wilson to become the only Ohio duo to rush for 1,000 yds. 
DB Miami Senior 


Anchor of the MAC’s best defense last season. 


The Notre Dame Conference 


CB Notre Dame Senior 
A fabulous all-purpose player who'll return kicks, play CB and WR. 
OLB Notre Dame Junior 
Has the potential to be most dominant Irish defender of the decade. 


QB Notre Dame Senior 
Big-time talent whose presence won't be appreciated until next season. 
QB Central Florida Junior 
Joe Namath said he had as much talent as any QB he’s ever seen. 
TE Louisiana Tech Senior 
By year's end should be one of the best NFL prospects at his position. 
0G Notre Dame Junior 
If he stays healthy, he ranks as the best OL in nation. 
RB Notre Dame Junior 
Teams with Rossum to give ND a feared kick-return duo. Can play WR. 
QB Navy Senior 
Yes, he's inconsistent, but when he’s on he ranks with the best. 
OT Notre Dame Senior 
Might be the best Notre Dame player you've never heard of. 
oT Notre Dame Senior 


It ought fo strike you as impressive that ND has three O-linemen here. 
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Special Teams Dlay is Wot for the Faint of Heart 


Tis 1823. Byron and Beethoven are ail- 


. ing, and the soccer team at Rugby sec- 
ondary school in England isn’t doing so 
hot itself. As a kick sails toward him in the 
waning moments of a match, a frustrated 
Rugby player named William Webb Ellis 
commits an act of startling novelty. 

He takes the ball and runs with it. 

In a less-wonderful world, nobody 
pays heed to this tomfoolery but a glow- 
ering headmaster, who reminds the rule- 
breaker that “there’s no I in the word 
team” before ordering him to perform a 
penance of pushups and wind sprints. 

Instead, the other team forms a spon- 
taneous posse whose mission is to knock 
this wild child on his bloody back. The 
Rugby student crosses the goal line, but 
those who participate in the chase are 
thinking: wow, now that’s entertainment. 
The seeds of rugby, which will provide the 
foundation of U.S. football, are planted. 

Having ultimately inspired the cre- 
ation of two distinct types of Americans 
— Those Who Watch Football and Those 
Who Have to Live With Those Watching 
Football — William Webb Ellis’ place in 
history is intact. As coaches are wont to 
say 175 years later, though, let's not for- 
get the contribution of the special teams. 

In their impulsive determination to 
gang-tackle the ball returner, the world’s 
first kickoff-coverage guys gave football 
the framework for its art. 

One man running alone with a ball is 
an exercise. One man running in concert 
with 10 teammates is a demonstration. 

But one man running in concert 
with 10 teammates, against the 
current of a precisely 
positioned 


attack mob, is glorious mayhem. Today 
the mayhem-makers — a.k.a. the suicide 
squad — remain Saturday's unknown sol- 
diers, nameless, faceless and fearless. 

“Everybody has some fear,” former 
New York Jets coach Walt Michaels once 
said. “A man without fear belongs in a 
mental institution ... or on special teams.” 

On the afternoon of Nov. 6, 1869, 
Princeton challenged Rutgers in the first 
intercollegiate football contest. Following 
what later was described as “a random 
kick,” the ball rolled against a sideline 
fence on which the student spectators 
were perched. 

“Unable to check their momentum,” 
football historian Parke H. Davis wrote, 
the teams “in a tremendous impact struck 
the fence, which gave way with a crash, 
and over went its load of yelling students 
to the ground.” 

At which point a young Keith Jack- 


son was heard to scream, “Whoa, Nellie!” 


Their fence-crashing may not bring 
the house down any more, but kicks and 
punts aren’t a whole lot more civilized for 
the suicide-squad crazies than they were 
in 1869. The special teams participant, it 
has been estimated, is eight times more 
likely to suffer a serious injury than any 


other position player. 4 
As athletes —_—" 


continue 
to get ial 


bigger, stronger and faster, collisions 
between 220-pounders, at speeds up to 
20 mph, are routine. 
We're not even talking about the guy 
flying downfield to make the tackle. 
We're talking about the fourth guy in 
from the left on the kickoff team, whose 
job is to make sure the blocker at the 25- 
yard line can’t block the third guy in from 
the left. If somebody else has to block the 
third guy in from the left, then maybe the 
second guy in from the left will be able to 
get an angle on the kickoff returner and 
demolish the guy at the 17-yard line. 
But if not for the fourth guy in from 
the left doing just a little more than asked 
of him, taking just a little more attention 
from the wedge-blockers, then _— 
maybe the return team 
gets the ball out to, say, 
the 26-yard line. ’ 
That's what Y 4 W 
b 


we're talking 
about. Those 4 
are our , 4 
favorite 
foot- 


ball players. 

Guys like Washington's Todd John- 
son. Or Arizona State’s Jason Reynolds. 
Or Penn State’s Matt Joyner. Or Kansas 
State’s Casey Wehrman. 

Kids, of course, don’t grow up dream- 
ing of college careers spent solely on the 
suicide squad. But for those who might not 
otherwise see action — freshmen and 
sophomores trying to make an impression, 
seniors who've never budged the two-deep 
lineup — it’s a chance to jump into an 
equal-opportunity melting pot. 

“ hadn’t played in four years,” says 
Arizona State’s Reynolds, who was a red- 
shirt in 1991 before spending two years 
on a Mormon Church mission. Then he 


was signed as a farmhand in the Colorado © ; 


Rockies’ system. Yearning to return to 


school and pick up his football career, — J 


he reported to Bruce Snyder’s team as a 

walk-on linebacker, 40 pounds heavier 

and five years older than he was as a 

180-pound freshman defensive back. 4 
“To learn the defense andallthe 

techniques and get used s/s 

to the hitting -—-—ss 

took some 

time,” 


Reynolds says. “Special 
teams was a way to get back 
on the field. It worked out perfect.” 

It worked out so well for Jason 
Reynolds in 1996 that he was named the 
Sun Devils’ special teams player of the 
week three times. That’s about as hal- 
lowed an honor a suicide-squad member 
can ever hope to receive. 

Tim Brown and Desmond Howard 
won Heisman Trophies, in large part, 
because of their special-teams efforts. But 
they were return men, glamour guys in 
the spotlight. Returners and placekickers 
are recognized on all-conference and All- 
America teams. 

But what about the wedge-busters and 
the lane-pluggers and the havoc-wreak- 
ers? What about the grunts whose 
appetite for a head-on collision at 20 mph 
turns the simple act of the kickoff into 
that glorious mayhem? 

OK, so annually acknowledging 11 
faceless, nameless suicide squadmen 
might be excessive. But why can’t the 


72 Lindy’s FooTBALt ANNUALS 


TODD JOHNSON, BYU AT WASHINGTON 
SEPT. 14, 1996 
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Associated Press’ All-America team 
honor, say, one? 

Although all-league teams generally 
include return specialists or all-purpose 
players, the Pacific-10 Conference took it 
a step further in 1996, by including Spe- 
cial Teams Player. 

Not just a return guy, but a coverage- 
type guy. Great idea. Or at least a great 
start. Now, we hope they'll take it a step 
further in 1997. Why not a spot on the all- 
league team for a Kamikaze of the Year? 
We'd have to start keeping a few different 
stats, but what’s more American than that? 

Offensive linemen have pancakes, 
which are pretty hard to quantify (was it 
really a pancake or just an easy-over?). 
And defensive backs have broken-up 
passes (but did the guy really just drop it?). 
Of course, everybody piles up the 


“assisted tackles” (how much assistance 
really was needed when the guy with the 
ball was on his way down?). 

It’s time for the Wedgie. Bust up the 
wedge on a kick return and enable a 
teammate to get the tackle, you deserve a 
Wedgie. Or something. 

Or a Kamikaze Krunch, which would 
be awarded for blowing up a supposed 
blocker, clearing the path for a teammate 
to get an open shot at the ball-carrier. 

This whole “yards” thing is a bit over- 
rated, anyway. It’s time we start recogniz- 
ing the plays and the players who create 
the opportunities for the big yards on the 
returns, too. A few teams keep “key 
blocks,” mostly limited to the coaches’ 
motivational sessions. 

But why not establish a “self-sacrifice” 
stat, which can be awarded to players on 
either the returning team or kicking team: 
Sort of like an assist in hockey ...in one way 
or another, your pass led to a goal, and the 
same can be said about a “self-sacrifice.” 

An “SS” can lead directly to a team- 
mate’s tackle or it can even indirectly con- 
tribute to a teammate busting free on a 
long gainer. The wedgeman is almost 
invariably face down in Monsanto’s finest, 
usually for creating the opportunity for 
another guy to throw the key block on the 
play. And we think it’s time that these 
guys get recognition. 

It’s just a thought. 

You might assume a job that offers no 
money and no recognition in return for 
long hours and the possibility of serious 
injury would be a difficult one to fill. Not 
so. This past spring, 150 presumably sane 
Texas A&M students registered to audition 
for a handful of “12th Man” special-teams 
spots doled out each year to walk-ons. 

The 12th Man tradition at College Sta- 
tion dates back to the 1922 Dixie Classic, 
a game we now know as the Cotton Bowl. 
Watching his team suffer a physical beating 
against Centre College, Aggies coach Dana 
X. Bible made a halftime visit to the press 
box, where a student with some athletic 
ability — an All-Southwest Conference 
basketball player — was spotting for a 
local sportswriter. 

At Bible’s behest, the student, E. King 
Gill, went underneath the bleachers and 
changed into the uniform of an injured 
player. Gill never did get into the game 
that afternoon, but the eagerness with 
which he suited up is entrenched in 
Aggies’ lore. To this day, A&M students 
stand throughout football games, a symbol 
of the willingness to play if called upon. 
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BE A PART OF THE 


BIGGEST AWARD 
IN SPORTS 
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A. "Downtown Athletic Club, New York City" navy t-shirt with the Heisman Runner logo placed _ A. Lightweight, nylon swim trunks with inner lining and drawstring. Heisman Trophy logo on 


directly on back of neck: $23 (M, L, XL, XXL) left leg $28 (M, L, XL, XXL) 
B. Grey Heisman t-shirt: $23 (M, L, XL, XXL) B. 90/10 cotton-poly jersey short in heather grey, with Heisman Trophy logo $24 (M,LXL,XXL) 
C. 1996 Heisman Trophy winner commemorated on the 100% cotton, all-white, heavy duty C. Breathable, heavy duty, nylon mesh shorts with the standard 6" inseam, or long 8 1/2" 

tee featuring the University of Florida Gator in the classic Heisman pose: $25 (M, L, XL, XXL) inseam. 6" $36 (M, L, XL, XXL), 8 1/2" $38 (M, L, XL, XXL) 


D. Long sleeve, navy blue tee featuring the Downtown Athletic Club logo: $28 (M, L, XL, XXL) 


A. Heisman Trophy winner caps feature the trophy on front with facsimile autograph on the bill A. Arched D.A.C. design on front with Heisman runner on back $20, one size fits all 
with the year, school and name of the featured player covering cap. Call for availability of B. Fine wool cap with letterman "H" on front. The word Heisman embroidered over back 
your favorite player: $25, one size fits all opening: $23, one size fits all 
B. Interlocking D.A.C. logo on front, with Heisman runner on back $20, one size fits all C. Block "h" design with Heisman embroidered on crossbar. Heisman runner on back, $20, 
C. Heisman Trophy logo on a burgundy cap with navy bill, $20, leather adjustable strap one size fits all 


HEISMAN 2 


| 


Heisman Trophy logo on sleeves, black or white number 12: $78 ( L, XL, XXL) 


TO ORDER YOUR HEISMAN MERCHANDISE, CALL 1-888-HEISMAN, MC, VISA, AMEX ACCEPTED. 


TEXAS A&M FANS, 1992 
PHOTO BY MICHAEL CRAMER 


Former Aggies coach Jackie Sherrill, 


who arrived in College Station in 1982, 
expanded on the tradition. He held try- 


outs among the student body to flank the 
placekicker with 10 non-scholarship play- 


ers on kickoffs. The invitation to make a 
big hit was a big hit. 
Sherrill’s replacement at A&M, R.C. 


Slocum, amended the policy. There still are 


spring tryouts for the 12th Man squad — 


after the field is narrowed to 16 in late Feb- 
ruary, six to eight students generally make 
the cut for the fall — but only a single walk- 


on, wearing No. 12, participates on each 


kickoff. All of the 12th men dress for home 


games, and one serves as captain. 


“To me, it’s one of the most fascinat- 


ing, exciting traditions in all of college 
football,” said Dallas Cowboys special 
teams coach Joe Avezzano, who was on 
Sherrill’s staff at A&M. “I remember 


many times that the noise level inside Kyle 
Field was louder prior to the kickoff than 


it was after we scored.” 
The fans identify with the nobodies. 
The wedge-busters whose solid hit on 


a blocker can be as celebrated as a touch- 
down by one of the pretty boy ballcarriers. 


The names of the 12th Men do not 


appear on the statistics sheet; in the spirit 


of unity, they are listed as a group. Still, 
anonymity is what you make of it. In 


hile John McGrath’s favorite 

players may be those in the 

violent world of the kamikaze 
crazies, the fellows who get the ball 
continue to dominate the attention 


in the all-important special teams. 


These are the guys — the glamour 
boys, if you will — that the kamikaze 
squad members are trying to protect 
... or trying to tear limb from limb. 


They're the high-profile targets: 
Players you have heard of, or will hear 
of in 1997 ... the retum specialists who 
spend most of their time as all-star can- 
didates on offense or defense. Or both. 


So when McGrath's favorite 
players act as body guards or wedge- 
busters, almost all of the 150,000 
eyes in the stadium will be focused on 
these pretty boys: 


Charles Wootison — Michigan 

A three-way player — defense, 
offense, return specialist — he stands 
as a legitimate Heisman Trophy 
candidate as a player primarily listed 
as a cornerback. 


Hines Ward — Georgia 

Finally settled at receiver, he is 
on the verge of becoming college 
football’s first 4 x 1,000-yard relay 
team: 1,000 yards in rushing, passing 
receiving, returning. 


The No. 1 all-purpose guy in the 
country, he averaged 191 yards a game 
last year as a tailback who returned 
punts and kicks. Great ability to start, 
stop and get going full bore again. 


R. Jay Soward — Southern California 

Mr. Long Ball, he was only a 
freshman last year, when he returned 
two kickoffs for touchdowns in addi- 
tion to averaging a remarkable 28 
yards on his 18 receptions (five TDs). 


Jacquez Green — Floritia 

A superb pass receiver who has 
averaged 17.4 yards every time he has 
touched the ball in his first two college 
seasons, with 18 TDs (14 receiving, two 
rushing, two returns) on 125 touches. 


Terry Fair — Tennessee 

Another one of these supremely 
talented corerbacks who coaches 
can’t stand to see on the sideline. He 
ran back two punts for TDs last year 
and will play some offense in 1997. 


Jim Turner — Syracuse 

A track star who has probably been 
the best pure kickoff return guy in the 
country over the past three seasons (26- 
yard average for 56 returns, two TDs). 


Pat Johnson — Oregon 
Olympic-quality sprinter might be 
college football’s fastest player (10.2 


A&M's 1988 Cotton Bowl game against 
Notre Dame, with the Aggies leading 28- 
10, 12th Man Warren Barhorst ripped a 
belt towel away from Heisman winner 
Tim Brown after a kickoff. 

Barhorst, joyful and triumphant, 
sprinted toward his bench with the towel, 
only to be jumped from behind by Brown. 
When the smoke cleared, the Irish were 
penalized 15 yards, and Brown was ejected. 

Warren Barhorst’s craving for a sou- 
venir was understandable. Besides, he didn’t 
take the towel for himself. He took it for all 
the bold and brave young men who've been 
playing for kicks since William Webb Ellis 
got his first glimpse of daylight. 0 

—John McGrath 
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100m). Fine receiver is the nation’s 
No. 1 kickoff returner back from last 
year, when he averaged 31 yards a try. 


Tim Dwight — lewa 

Maybe the best at making the 
first guy miss on a punt return, he 
averaged 19 yards on his 22 run- 
backs last season ... in addition to 
averaging 15 on his 51 receptions. 


Other “marquee” players who will 
be targeted by kamikaze squad mem- 
bers in 1997: 

¢ John Avery, Mississippi 

¢ Dre’ Bly, North Carolina 

¢ Eric Booth, Southern Mississippi 

¢ LeAndrew Childs, San Diego State 
¢ Damon Dunn, Stanford 

¢ Dee Feaster, Florida State 

¢ Chris McAlister, Arizona 

¢ J.R. Redmond, Arizona State 


Allen Rossum — Notre Dame 

Returned three punts for touch- 
downs last year in leading the nation 
with a 23-yard average. New Irish 
coach Bob Davie hopes to get added 
mileage out of the cornerback by using 
him on offense. 


NFL KICKOFF ’97 


With a full-year subscription at $69.95, we'll send you, in addition 
to the 32 issues of Pro Football Weekly, a copy of the 1997-98 
Pro Prospects Preview book in August. It’s our fall preview of the 
Draft Class of ’98, containing scouting reports of more than 500 
NFL prospects, a player printout, and previews of the major col- 
lege conferences. You save more than 50 percent off the cost of 
buying 32 issues of PFW and the $14.95 Pro Prospects Preview 
individually. Half-year subscriptions are available, too (see order 
form below). 


Complete the order form below and mail it with your credit-card 
info, or a check or money order payable to Pro Football Weekly, to: 


TO KNOW WHAT'S ofits or BEL 
GOING ON IN THE NFL? | 1-200-337-PLAY¢s2») 


and use your credit card. 
If the answer is yes, then Pro Football Weekly can provide important: /f you order by phone, you must mention the code 
what you need — year-round. Published weekly from August — “A74COL"to receive the Pro Prospects Preview. 
to January and approximately once a month during the offsea- re ee Se eee eee. = | 


son, Pro Football Weekly gives its readers an insider’s view of ORDER FORM 


the NFL, whether it’s the regular season or the offseason. i i 
pane C1 Yes! piease enter my one-year, 32-issue subscription to Pro 
3 Football Weekly for $69.95 and send me the 1997-98 Pro Prospects 
zl a eae ae. nae f behi dth i Preview book. (Foreign rates available on request.) 
e ay e hear — the stories Denin e C1] Please enter my half-year, 16-issue subscription to Pro Football 
news. Weekly for $36.95. | understand the 1997-98 Pro Prospects Preview 
book is not included with this offer. 
@ In-depth coverage of the NFL draft and free-agency. i : 
ee Please charge my: [_] Visa [_] MasterCard 
@ The best NFL statistics. C1 Discover ] American Express 
@ Previews of all NFL games, plus staff selections FH f 
and best bets. —— Se 
@ Fantasy-football tips every week of regular season. 3 sacsaxs_—-—————szas ss : 
@ Analysis of college stars as potential NFL draft i es i 
picks, plus pre-draft player ratings. 
@ Features and columns by award-winning staff. bait = | 


i Info on collectibles, the CFL, Arena Football, etc. Tse OFFER EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 1, 1997 
eee ee es ee ee 


hoever said Halls of Fame had to be static, bor- 

ing museums with old artifacts and even older 

exhibits? Probably not someone who has visited 
the newly relocated 58,000 square foot College Football Hall of 
Fame in South Bend, Ind., which has taken the museum concept 
to a new level. By offering the latest in interactive displays and 
activities, the College Football Hall of Fame is designed to attract 
young “rookies” to the Hall while giving Hall of Fame “veterans” 
many reasons to come back. 

“It's incredible how they've captured the essence of football,” 
said Bill Paddock who, along with his nine-year-old son, was a recent 
visitor to the Hall. “It really pulls you in and makes you feel a part of 
it. For people my age, you get caught up in the heritage of the 
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game... the way it’s presented here is very respectful and impressive. 
“For my son, the interactive displays were enough to keep 
him entertained for the afternoon,” added the Tulsa, Okla., native. 
“We spent two to three hours in there and would have stayed 
longer if we didn’t have a plane to catch. I’m sure we'll be back.” 
When the directors of the College Football Hall of Fame 
decided to relocate from the Cincinnati suburb of Kings Mill, 
Ohio, to South Bend in the summer of 1995, they made a con- 
scious effort to build a facility that would attract each member of 
the family and not just the hard-core college football fanatic. 
Today, the College Football Hall of Fame is considered by many 
to be one of the premiere sports museums in existence, compar- 
ing favorably with the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, 
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Everybody plays at the College Football Hall of Fame! Experience 
the excitement of an action-packed game in the 360 degree 
Stadium Theater, test your skills in the Training Center, or learn 
from legendary coaches in the Locker Room. Whether you're a 
die-hard fan, casual enthusiast, or just enjoy an occasional game, 
there’s something for you at the College Football Hall of Fame! 


(1.800.440.3263) 


http://collegefootball.org/ 


Exit 77 off I-80/90, Downtown South Bend 


Founding Sponsors: 


< Se 


ENSHRINEMENT FESTIVAL AUGUST 


N.Y., and the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 
Canton, Ohio. 

In fact, Bernie Kish, the Executive 
Director of the Hall of Fame, likes to tell 
the story of a woman from California who, 
in signing the guest book a few months 
after the Hall opened, wrote, “I’ve been to 
both Cooperstown and Canton. You beat 
them all.” 

Visitors approaching the Hall cross the 
Gridiron Plaza, a pallete of football color 
complete with yard markers, goal posts, team 
pennants and artificial turf. The plaza hosts a 


variety of special events, from the annual 
Enshrinement ceremonies and festival, to 
impromptu games of touch-football and foot- 
ball clinics... and that’s just the outside. 

Inside the shrine, the heart and soul of 
the museum awaits in the Hall's Stadium 
Theater, where still pictures and video are 
integrated into a dramatic 360-dearee pre- 
sentation of the pageantry and excitement 
of college football. As the lights dim in the 
theater, football fans take their seats amid a 
throng of 106,000 other fans attending the 
1994 Michigan-Penn State game in Ann 
Arbor, Mich. The game “comes to life” 
around Hall visitors, as film clips of other 


classic matchups are projected all around. 
The Hall of Champions combines 


BY OFFERING THE LATEST IN INTERACTIVE DISPLAYS AND ACTIVITIES, THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
HALL OF FAME IS DESIGNED TO ATTRACT YOUNG “ROOKIES” TO THE HALL WHILE GIVING HALL 
OF FAME “VETERANS” MANY REASONS TO COME BACK. 


impressive multimedia capabilities with foot- 
ball memorabilia honoring the accomplish- 
ment of each inductee and chronicling special events in the 
history of the game. Within the display area for each decade of 
college football history, visitors can access a touch-screen video 
kiosk to call up biographical information on individual Hall of 
Famers, including key statistics, still photography and video clips 
of their history-making performances. 

The Locker Room entertains visitors with a behind-the-scenes 
look at how coaches from Eddie Robinson to John McKay have 
trained, motivated and inspired their players through the years, 
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while interactive strategy quizzes and hands-on skill displays are 
designed to encourage the entire family to be more than specta- 
tors. A favorite for many closet sportscasters is “You Call the 
Play,” an interactive display which puts fans “behind the mike” 
with the opportunity to sit in a simulated press box and describe 
the football action unfolding before them. Fans can then relive 
their “audition” for years to come, as the entire play-by-play 
sequence is recorded on video tape for prosperity. 

The Pigskin Pageantry area gives patrons a look at marching 


1997 


bands, cheerleaders, mascots, homecoming, tailgating and other 
football-related exhibits, including an interactive audio presenta- 
tion of famous fight songs. Kids and adults can see how their 
basic physical skills match up with those of a college athlete in 
the Training Room, where would-be players check their height, 
weight, vertical leap, agility, upperbody strength, balance, flexibil- 
ity and reaction time. Then it’s off to the Practice Field where vis- 
iting “players” can test their fundamental skills of football — 
passing, running, blocking and kicking — in a series of interactive 
and physically challenging drills. 

“I had a great time going through the Hall,” said Archie Grif- 
fin, a two-time Heisman Trophy winner and Hall of Famer who 
toured the Hall in September with Kish. “When | was there, I 
kept thinking how much my sons would enjoy this place. I defi- 
nitely plan to take them through it someday.” 

Even businesses have found the Hall to be a valuable com- 
modity, as many have used the Hall’s Press Box facility to host 
banquets, luncheons and other special occasions. With seating up 
to 250 people, the Press Box provides audiences with a view of 
the spectacular, 43-foot tall “Pursuit of a Dream” sculpture, while 
the original paintings of all 60 Heisman Trophy winners by 
nationally renowned sports artist Ted Watts adorn the walls. 

With all that the Hall of Fame has to offer, it’s not surprising 
that over 120,000 people visited the Hall in its first year of oper- 
ation. But what if you've already made the trek to South Bend 
and toured the Hall? 

“That’s the great part about this place,” said Kish. “On aver- 
age, we change around 30 percent of the exhibits in the Hall 
each year so if some people came here, let’s say in the summer 
of ‘95 when we opened, they can come back this fall and see a 
much different setup. 

“The Hall is more than just a museum. Some might think the 
only change is when we add the plaques of the annual 
inductees... but it’s more than that. We have many ways of keep- 
ing the Hall fresh for repeat visitors.” 

Indeed, the expanding list of new exhibits and memorabilia at 
the Hall suggest Kish is correct in his assessment that the Hall 
today is much different than it was in August of 1995 when it 
opened. The Hall of Fame’s archivist, Kent Stephens, estimates 
that nearly 50 percent of the memorabilia in the Hall is changed 
annually. Major displays, such as an exhibit honoring Knute _ 
Rockne, an exhibit dedicated to major “cover boys” in college 
football, and an exhibit in February which honored football play- 
ers from historically black colleges and universities, are changed 
every three months. 

Although the city of South Bend’s close proximity to the 
campus of the University of Notre Dame was an obvious consid- 
eration in the relocation of the Hall (the Hall is less than five 
miles from Notre Dame Stadium), South Bend was a perfect 
logistical fit for much of the Midwest and United States. Consid- 
ering that such metropolitan cities as Chicago, Milwaukee, 
Detroit, Cleveland, Indianapolis and Cincinnati are all within 250 
miles of the Hall, it is easy to see why South Bend fit in nicely as 
the new destination for the Hall. The Hall is also a 90-minute 
drive from Chicago's O'Hare Airport, making it easily accessible 
to college football fans across the country. 

“For many people in the Midwest, you can get up early, 
come to the Hall, spend a few hours and return home by early 
evening,” said Kish. “South Bend just happens to be in the mid- 
dle of many metropolitan areas, so a visit to the Hall is a perfect 
one-day activity for the family.” Q 
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For the Buckeyes, tackle Orlando Pace (pictured) and cornerback Shawn 

Springs became the seventh and eighth first-round selections in the past six 

years who have Left Columbus before their college eligibility has expired. 
PHOTO BY DAVID L. GREENE 


WE ven after the NCAA granted freshmen eligibility a quarter 
wt century ago, conventional wisdom held that rookies had 
MHBno place in major college football. 

Conventional wisdom, meet Ron Dayne, Randy Moss, Andy 
Katzenmoyer, Chris Claiborne and Sedrick Irvin. They were 
among a slew of true freshmen who last fall represented the most 
significant youth movement the campus game has seen in years. 

Squeezed by scholarship limitations and the flood of juniors 
leaving for the NFL, more coaches across the country have 
adopted the policy of Ohio State coach John Cooper, who used 
to be cool to the idea of freshmen eligibility: “I don’t care if a 
player is a freshman or a senior,” Cooper says now. “If he can 
play, I’m going to play him.” 

No conference was more frosh-friendly than the Big Ten, 
where Wisconsin’s Dayne set a national freshman rushing record 
and Katzenmoyer was named Freshman of the Year and first- 
team all-conference at Ohio State. 

Unlike their counterparts in basketball, freshmen rarely make 
significant contributions at college football's highest level. At 
most schools, players commonly take a redshirt season, which 
gives them time to bulk up in the weight room. Sitting out also 
provides another, perhaps unintended benefit: freshmen who 
don’t have to chew up brains cells studying their blocking assign- 
ments on the safety blitz also have more time to concentrate on 
assignments in the classroom. That's good news when still more 
than 40 percent of Division I-A football players don’t graduate. 

But NCAA scholarship reductions and the recent national 
trend of players leaving early for the NFL have forced coaches to 
throw freshmen into the fray early. Some coaches wonder if the 
youngsters are ready. 
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Freshmen Making 
Significant Contributions 


“It's a major mistake, driven by economics,” said Michigan 
coach Lloyd Carr, whose distaste didn’t stop him from playing 
two-way star Charles Woodson as a freshman in 1995. “Hope- 
fully, with the billions of dollars (millions in reality) we're gaining 
in the [bowl] alliance, hopefully we'll add some scholarships and 
get back to some sensible numbers.” 

Coaches also raise questions about whether 18-year-olds are 
physically prepared for the rigors of the college game. But sev- 
eral freshmen last year proved that they were. 

The most notable example was the 5-10, 260-pound Dayne, 
who chugged his way into the record books and the hearts of 
fans in Dairyland. Dayne, who looks like a tugboat but runs like a 
locomotive, didn’t crack the Badgers’ starting lineup until mid- 
season. After that, he was unstoppable. 

Dayne romped for 244 yards against Purdue, 289 against 
Illinois, 297 against Minnesota and 339 against Hawaii (and he 
didn’t carry the ball in the final 16 minutes against the feeble 
Rainbow Warriors). Add his 246 yards against Utah in the Cop- 
per Bowl, and Dayne wound up with 2,109 yards last year, 
more than any freshman in NCAA history, and more than any 
player in Big Ten history. 

“He carried the ball as an 18-year-old and got the tough yards,” 
Badgers coach Barry Alvarez said. “He’s the whole package.” 

Dayne said he wasn’t overwhelmed by the prospect of play- 
ing right away. 

“I came out here to help,” said Dayne, a product of Pine Hill, 
N.J. “I didn’t really even think about it. This is what I expected.” 

Few major-college recruiters saw Dayne as a featured back 
— some told him he’d be a blocking back, and Penn State 
reportedly thought he’d make a good linebacker — but Alvarez 
promised Dayne he would get a chance to carry the ball. It was a 
savvy recruiting move by Alvarez, who knew, of course, that if 
Dayne didn’t pan out as a ballcarrier, he’d always be available to 
block for someone else. 

If every team had a freshman as good as Dayne, there would 
be little discussion of the merits of freshman eligibility. But most 
freshmen make only limited contributions, so debate rages on 
about whether it’s worth it to let them play. 

Although the NCAA has no studies on the subject, many 
coaches share a perception that student-athletes who play as 
freshmen graduate at a worse rate than those who sit out. 
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“It creates some problems in terms of graduating them and 
other problems that the general public isn’t really aware of,” 
Carr said. 

Added Notre Dame offensive coordinator Jim Colletto, the 
former Purdue head coach: “I think it’s a real tough step for the 
kids. They're going to be real good players, but physically, they’re 
not ready to play and it’s a real burden on them in school.” 

But Iowa coach Hayden Fry, for one, doesn’t buy the argu- 
ment that players perform better in the classroom when they 
don’t have to perform on the playing field. “We find that when a 
youngster is playing football, his grades are better than when 
he’s not participating — as well as having few problems 
socially,” Fry said. 

The debate among coaches quickly becomes academic when 
depth charts need to be filled. Michigan State coach Nick Saban 
said he philosophically opposes freshman eligibility, but he had 
no qualms about playing Irvin when starting tailback Marc 
Renaud was ruled academically ineligible shortly before the Spar- 
tans’ season opener. 

Irvin, a cousin of Dallas Cowboys receiver Michael Irvin, had 
impressed his coaches in preseason camp. Saban only needed 
to glance at his roster to realize that it didn’t make sense to keep 
Irvin on the sideline simply because he was new on campus. 
Thanks in part to self-imposed penalties for NCAA rules viola- 
tions that predated Saban, Michigan State had only 75 players 
on scholarship in 1996, 10 fewer than the NCAA maximum. 
About a third of those scholarships belonged to freshmen. 

“If we don’t play freshmen, I mean, we've got 51 players 
who are upperclassmen,” Saban said. That’s more than enough 
in the NFL, but colleges can’t sign free agents in midseason, so 
coaches insist they need more bodies. 

Irvin certainly didn’t act like a freshman. He debuted with four 
rushing touchdowns against Purdue in the opener and wound up 
tying Dayne for the Big Ten lead with 18 touchdowns, including 
16 on the ground. Irvin rushed for 1,036 yards and helped lead 
the Spartans to their second consecutive bowl appearance. 

Another freshman who produced big stats was Claiborne, a 
middle linebacker who set a Southern California freshman 
record with 116 tackles. Coach John Robinson didn’t have to 
think very hard about putting the Riverside, Calif., product into 

his starting lineup. 
“Claibome is quite a 
player,” Robinson 
said. “He has the 
ability to dominate a 
game. In time, he 
could develop into 
one of the top play- 
ers in college.” 
Randy Moss, a 
wide receiver who 
led Marshall to the 
Division LAA 
national champi- 
onship last fall after 
being denied admis- 
sion to Notre Dame 
and dismissed from 
Florida State, 
appears to be 
another candidate 


Byron Hanspard, Texas Tech 


PHOTO BY ROBERT SEALE/ALLSPORT 


Darrell Russell, USC 


PHOTO BY DAVID DUROCHIK 


who can develop into one of the top players in college football. 

He’s already done it at the Division I-AA level, and as the 
Thundering Herd makes the leap to Division I-A, you might hear 
more about him in 1997. 

Everyone has heard of Katzenmoyer, with his legend grow- 
ing from the time he was a prep All-American in Central Ohio, 
to his recruitment to Ohio State, which accorded him the honor 
of wearing No. 45 in scarlet and gray. He’s the first Buckeye to 
don that shirt since it belonged to two-time Heisman Trophy 
winner Archie Griffin. 

Thanks to Katzenmoyer’s menacing presence in the middle 
of the stout Buckeye defense, Columbus was Freshman Central 
in 1996. Ohio State received important contributions from wide 
receiver David Boston, Michael Wiley, who lined up at receiver 
and in the backfield, and six other true freshmen in the Buck- 
eyes’ two-deep in the Rose Bowl. 

Wiley knew he could compete on the field. But after spend- 
ing the summer working out on campus, he had to make a big 
adjustment when classes convened. “It was all football all sum- 
mer, but now that I’m in school, it’s harder,” he said last fall. 
“But I’m doing OK.” 

Wiley, a prep football, basketball and track star in Spring Val- 
ley, Calif., was recruited by Notre Dame, Texas, Southern Califor- 
nia and Stanford. He said he chose Ohio State partly because he 
liked the players and coaches. But there also was opportunity 
waiting in Columbus. Flanker Terry Glenn had left early for the 
NFL and someone had to take up the slack at receiver. “I knew 
they'd give me a shot here,” Wiley said. “It wasn’t promised. I just 
wanted a chance, and they gave me one.” 

The parade of star Buckeye freshmen could continue this 
fall. During the spring, nearly two months after signing day, 
Ohio State landed Ken-yon Rambo, a star at Long Beach Poly 
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And the NFL loves talented juniors. 

In the 1997 April draft, as always, the NFL used the earliest selec- 
tions to pluck what it considered the most talented college football 
players in the country, and once again, it continued to go for the 
superstars ... who happen to be juniors. 

The first four players chosen (and six of the first seven, and 11 of 
the first 20) had college eligibility remaining, which goes to show that 
teams go for pure talent over everything else. 

It's not a new trend, but one that continues to feed itself: This 
year's NFL talent drain of college football tapped juniors as the top 
two offensive linemen, the top two defensive linemen, three of the top 
four linebackers, the top comerback, the top tight end ... and the top 
three receivers. 

Thirteen juniors went in the first round in 1997, which means 
that talent must be replaced for the 1998 first round. Those holes 
probably will be filled by juniors, and perhaps by players who com- 
plete their sophomore seasons in 1997. 

As Andy Bagnato writes, the NCAA and NFL cannot expect to 
win a legal challenge by a player who wants to jump to the profes- 
sional ranks even earlier than currently allowed (it’s called restraint of 
trade). And with the increasing responsibility of first- and second-year 
players, along with the skimming off the top of the prime talent from 
the junior class each year, it would seem to be only a matter of time 
before sophomores break down the door into the draft ... whether it’s 
a good idea or not. 

Yet, when the sophomores are as physically mature as players like 
Wisconsin running back Ron Dayne, Ohio State linebacker Andy 
Katzenmoyer and Southern California linebacker Chris Claiborne, it’s 
difficult to maintain that the players should not be accorded whatever 
opportunities they can create for themselves. 

Here’s one way to look at it: On pure talent, with normal 
improvement taken into consideration, we wouldn't mind taking an 
all-sophomore team of 1997 against an all-senior team of 1997. The 
offensive line is the one area where experience and added strength 
would seem to make the most significant difference favoring the older 
players, so we won't argue that point. 

— Don Borst 
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SOPHOMORES 


SBSSS5252525 222 


Peyton Manning, Tennessee 
Raymond Priester, Clemson 
Robert Edwards, Georgia 

Skip Hicks, UCLA 

D'Wayne Bates, Northwestern 
Phil Savoy, Colorato 


SENIORS 

Michael Myers, Alabama 
Jason Peter, Nebraska 
Leonard Little, Tennessee 
Brian Simmons, North Carolina 
damie Duncan, Vanderbilt 
Brian Tolbert, Georgia 


Chad Hutchinson, Stanford 

Ron Dayne, Wisconsin 

De'Mond Parker, Oklahoma 
DeAngelo Evans, Nebraska 

David Boston, Ohio State 

R. day Soward, Southern California 


SOPHOMORES 

Reggie Mcérew, Florida 

Billy Ratliff, Tennessee 

John Engleberger, Virginia Tech 
Andy Katzenmoyer, Ohio State 
Chris Claiborne, Southern California 
Lester Towns, Washington 
Brandon Short, Penn State 


High and the son of 
former U.S. Olympic 
high-jumper John 
Rambo (1964 bronze 
medal). The younger 
Rambo is widely con- 
sidered the top 
receiver prospect in 
the country. 

In the past, adding 
players of such pedi- 
gree could be consid- 
ered stockpiling 
athletes, but no more. 

With the way play- 
ers jump out of col- 
lege into the NFL — 
especially the way 
Cooper has seen it 
happen in his pro- 
gram — continually 
adding talent at every 
position is an obsession. 

Ohio State has lost 12 
underclassmen to the NFL 
draft since 1992, but it isn’t the only place where the NFL 
draft has created opportunities for newcomers. Florida State 
also has seen a dozen players go early in the past six years, 
while Miami has lost 10, and UCLA seven. 

The NFL forbids teams from drafting players who aren't 
at least three years removed from high school. But that 
policy could be challenged as early as next spring — and 
Dayne appears to be a strong candidate to test the rule. 

“If | know I could go in the first round, I might try to go pro 
early,” Dayne told the Chicago Tribune during the off-season. 
And NCAA executive director Cedric Dempsey acknowl- 
edged that he has “no doubt” that the policy is vulnerable 
to a legal challenge. “I don’t think that would stand up to 
a challenge,” he said. 

An early shot at NFL riches could be a powerful entice- 
ment to Dayne, who comes from a humble background. 
Because he is the focal point of the Badgers’ ground-ori- 
ented attack, Dayne has carried the ball as many as 50 
times in a game. It’s not a stretch to think that he might 
jump to the NFL before wear and tear diminish his earn- 
ing potential. 

And so the momentum for playing freshmen continues 
to build. Just as the number of draftable juniors has 
increased, leading to younger players getting increased 
roles on college teams, the mere potential for players to 
be drafted after their sophomore seasons will also affect 
the way coaches handle their rosters. 

“If a guy is playing better, what class he is in school 
should not have anything to do with whether he plays,” 
Saban said. 

And as more players contribute as freshmen, the num- 
ber of draftable sophomores figures to increase. And 
there’s no reason to think that freshmen won’t continue 
to make a splash, with that ripple widening throughout 
college football. 


——————— 


Reidel Anthony, Florida 
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— Andrew Bagnato 


ore than ever before, the NFL embraced college foot- 
ball’s younger prospects in the 1997 draft, picking a 
record 13 underclassmen in the first round, and a 
record 27 in the seven-round draft. 
As usual, Ohio State and Florida State were the most- 
affected teams, losing two first-rounders apiece ... but some- 
how, they continue to not only survive, but thrive: 


OHIO STATE 

For the Buckeyes, tackle Orlando Pace and cornerback 
Shawn Springs became the seventh and eighth first-round 
selections in the past six years who have left Columbus 
before their college eligibility has expired. And fullback Nicky 
Sualua, academically ineligible in 1996 after starting in 
1995, went in the fourth round to become the 12th Buckeye 
chosen since Alonzo Spellman was the first to open the 
floodgates in 1992. Every year since 1992, at least one 
“early-leaving” Buckeye has been taken in the first round: 


YEAR PLAYER Pick TEAM 
1992 Alonzo Spellman, DE 22 Bears 
1993 Robert Smith, RB 21 Vikings 
1994 Dan Wilkinson, DT 1 Bengals 
1995 Korey Stringer, OT 24 Vikings 

Craig Powell, LB 30 Cleveland 
1996 Terry Glenn, WR r Patriots 
1997 Orlando Pace, OT 1 Rams 

Shawn Springs, CB 3 Seahawks 
FLORIDA STATE 


For the Seminoles, the situation has been equally dramatic, 
with a dozen players bailing out early for the past six NFL 
drafts, with seven going in the first round: 


YEAR PLAYER Pick TEAM 
1992 Terrell Buckley, CB 5 Packers 
1993 Marvin Jones, LB 4 Jets 
1994 William Floyd, RB 28 49ers 
1995 Derrick Alexander, DE 11 Vikings 
Devin Bush, LB 26 Falcons 
1997 Peter Boulware, DE 4 Ravens 
Walter Jones, OT 6 Seahawks 


College teams that have lost juniors to the NFL 
(1992-97): 
(1st round choice in parentheses) 


12 — Ohio State (8), Florida State (7) 

10 — Miami (5) 

7— UCLA (2) 

6 — Michigan (4) 

5 — Auburn (1), Arizona State (0), North Carolina State (0) 

4 — California (4), Texas A&M (3), Colorado (2), Nebraska (2), 
Florida (2), USC (2), Georgia (1), Texas (1), Washington (1) 

3 — Clemson (2), Georgia Tech (1), North Carolina (0), Notre 
Dame (2), Pittsburgh (1), San Diego State, Tennessee (1) 


Dwayne Rudd, Alabama 
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Left alone 

Only eight major-conference 
teams have NOT had 

juniors picked over by the 

NFL. Some are not sur- 

prising, but some are: Arkansas, 

Kansas, Minnesota, Oregon State, Syra- 

cuse, Temple, Virginia Tech, Wake Forest. 


Rookies instead of All-Americans 

With so many players chosen this year, for the first time 
it’s almost reasonable to put together a “Woulda-Been All- 
America Team.” Here’s a look at this year’s NFL rookies 
who would have been seniors in 1997, and when they were 
selected: 


First Rounp COLLEGE Pick NFL Team 
Orlando Pace, OT Ohio State 1 Rams 
Darrell Russell, DT Southern Cal 2 Raiders 
Shawn Springs, CB Ohio State 3 Seahawks 
Peter Boulware, DE Florida State 4 Ravens 
Walter Jones, OT Florida State 6 Seahawks 
Ike Hilliard, WR Florida i Giants 
Tony Gonzalez, TE California 13 Chiefs 
Yatil Green, WR Miami 15 Dolphins 
Reidel Anthony, WR Florida 16 Bucs 
Kenard Lang, DE Miami 17 Redskins 
Dwayne Rudd, LB Alabama 20 Vikings 
Trevor Pryce, DE Clemson 28 Broncos 
Chris Canty, CB Kansas State 29 Patriots 
Later Rounps COLLEGE Rounp NFL Team 
Will Blackwell, WR San Diego State 2 Steelers 
Corey Dillon, RB Washington 2 Redskins 
Byron Hanspard, RB _—Texas Tech 2 Falcons 
Ronde Barber, CB Virginia 3 Bucs 
Troy Davis, RB lowa State 3 Saints 
Derrick Rodgers, DE _— Arizona State 3 Dolphins 
Kenny Wheaton, DB Oregon 3 Cowboys 
Darnell Autry, RB Northwestern 4 Bears 
Tremain Mack, CB Miami 4 Bengals 
Jamie Nails, OT Florida A&M 4 Bills 
Nicky Sualua, FB Ohio State 4 Cowboys 
Terry Battle, RB Arizona State 6 Lions 
Grady Jackson, DE Knoxville 6 Raiders 
Hudhaifa Ismaeli, DB Northwestern 7 Dolphins 


Major-college players undrafted 
Texas Tech 


Tony Daniels, DE 


LeVance McQueen, LB 
Pearce Pegross, WR 


Alex Smith, RB 


Maurice Staley, WR 


C.J. Williams, RB 
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Keeping the Faith 


As you walk into the 
office of an NCAA Divi- 
sion I head football coach 
you may expect to see 
plaques and framed pic- 
tures with slogans like 
“Win at all cost,” or “Win- 
ning is life,” but you won't 
find anything resembling that in this coach's office. One framed 
picture on his wall wisely reads, “A COACH’S SUCCESS IS NOT 
MEASURED BY WINS OR LOSSES, BUT BY THE MEN HIS 
PLAYERS BECOME!” 

Head football coach Fisher DeBerry, now in his 13th season at 
the United States Air Force Academy, strives to live out that slo- 
gan, impacting many people in the process. As he walks down the 
corridors of the well-kept and vast Academy football practice facil- 
ity, players walk by. He stops and talks to one player, “Hey, come 
by my office next week and let’s talk, OK?” He really cares, he’s 
really interested in what's going on in his players’ lives. 

DeBerry’s drive to be more than a successful coach started 
with a renewed commitment to Jesus Christ. He had just realized 
what an awesome responsibility coaching was. DeBerry remem- 
bers, “I was at a high school coaches clinic and was attending the 
FCA breakfast there. I listened to a well-known local athlete share 
how all through his high school days no coach had ever confronted 
him with the teachings of Jesus Christ, or challenged him to accept 
Christ’s love.” The player told DeBerry and the other coaches that 
he hoped they would never be guilty of not presenting the Gospel 
to their players. “That really hit me!” DeBerry recalls, “I said in 
prayer, ‘Lord, if this is the plan (coaching) you have for my life, I 
certainly accept it and renew my commitment to you."” 

DeBerry has carried out that commitment to the best of his 
ability through his detailed coaching career. 

A football and baseball standout at Wofford (SC) College, he 
coached for six years in the South Carolina high school ranks, 
returning to Wofford as an assistant for two years, then moving on 
to Appalachian State University in Boone, NC, coordinating the 
offense and defense for nine seasons. What brought him then to 
Air Force was a relationship with current Rice University head 
football coach Ken Hatfield. 

As DeBerry explains, “I met Ken at an FCA Conference at 
Berry College in Georgia. We became good friends. At the time I 
was coaching at Wofford and he was at Tennessee. When he went 
to Florida, we stayed in close contact.” Later, when Hatfield was 
hired as Air Force’s head coach, he had DeBerry come out and 
share about the program at ASU, where DeBerry was running the 
wishbone offense. A few weeks later Hatfield called DeBerry and 
offered him a position on his coaching staff at Air Force. DeBerry 
recalls, “My wife and I took several weeks and prayed about it, and 
realized this was where we thought God was leading us.” When 
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Strong to the Finish 


DeBerry Continues to Fulfill His Commitment to the Lord 


Hatfield went on to Arkansas as head coach, DeBerry was pro- 
moted to head coach at Air Force. 

“It was through FCA that I’m here at Air Force. I believe it was 
God's plan. Ken (Hatfield) has been such a mentor and role model 
for me,” shares DeBerry. 

DeBerry has been blessed while at Air Force. His strong work 
ethic has earned him respect in the coaching world. He currently 
serves as president of the American Football Coaches Association, 
and his wife, LuAnn, serves as president of the American Football 
Coaches Wives Association. Through attending FCA Coaches 
Camp, he and LuAnn and their children, Michelle and Joe, have 
been impacted by the ministry of FCA. DeBerry shares what he 
has learned. 

“I don’t think you can be a spiritual leader for your team or in 
your community unless things are right in your own home. LuAnn 
and I made a commitment to God and to each other to try and be 
spiritual leaders wherever we went. Not only in our local church, 
but also to the young people we have been entrusted to. Our chil- 
dren being around FCA has influenced them. Carey Casey (former 
FCA staffer) had an enormous impact on my kids and their spiri- 
tual lives. | cannot endorse enough the opportunity coaches and 
their families have through going to FCA Camp.” 

Coaching at Air Force is indeed an honor, privilege and respon- 
sibility. DeBerry views and accepts his responsibilities and recognizes 
that the role of the coach has changed in definition over the years. 

DeBerry says, “I think the coach today assumes a father image 
in a lot of ways. Certainly the team is the only family association 
some young people have because parents aren't there. Peer pres- 
sure is the most powerful force in our world today. FCA is having 
more of a challenge and more of an impact today than it ever has 
before. Programs like One Way 2 Play! are so unique because of 
the accountability factor. So many other programs get kids to ‘say 
no,’ but they don’t give them anything to say yes to. FCA is that 
vehicle and opportunity. 

“Young people today want positive role models, family stability 
and discipline. They can certainly find these things in FCA, which 
has been so consistent in what it was founded to do.” 

DeBerry operates his program as a close-knit unit, a family. 
He expects the best out of everyone, including himself, while not 
losing perspective on the bigger picture. 

He comments, “One thing I challenge our guys with every Sat- 
urday is that when that game is over, win, lose or draw, we hurry 
off the field and close our dressing room doors. We don’t let any- 
one in but our football family. We get down on our hands and 
knees, wrap arms around each other and thank God for having 
had the opportunity to compete, and for the lessons we can learn 
from that game.” 

— Will Greer 
Reprinted with permission from Sharing the Victory, 
the official publication of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. 
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NOTRE DAME 


FIGHTING IRISH 


The Fun Is Back At South Bend 


ithin a first down of the famous tunnel leading into 

Notre Dame Stadium, one of the many identical signs 

in the old parking lot informs sightseers what is caus- 
ing all the commotion on campus. 

CONSTRUCTION ZONE. 

You can hear sandblasters removing the old bleachers. You 
can smell the sod being rolled into the new sunken playing field. 
You can see forklifts and blowtorches and concrete bags and lum- 
ber where ushers usually show people to their seats. 

This is what you absorb on a typical day in the off-season 
around the Golden Dome. This is what happens when you add 
22,000 seats to a 68-year-old stadium, as workers have spent the 
last year doing to the House that Rockne Built. This is history 
getting a facelift, tradition a nip and a tuck. 

By the time the Irish football team wakes up the first echo in 
its new home Sept. 6 against Georgia Tech, few will notice any 
of the signs of the $50-million handiwork. The seats will be fas- 
tened. The 2 million bricks will be washed. The grass will be low 
and lined in white. 

The signs will be moved to some other construction project. 

Perhaps across the street above coach Bob Davie’s office. 

They would be accurate, of course. Davie can look out his 
office window any day and watch the hustle and bustle of men in 
hard hats sprucing up the new stadium. Hammering. Sanding. 
Polishing. Refining. 

What he sees serves as a metaphor for 
what he has spent doing every day since 
Notre Dame inexplicably lost its season- 
ending, bowl-negating, spirit-sapping game 
last Nov. 30 to USC. 

CONSTRUCTION ZONE. 

In its own way, that is what the Notre 
Dame football program has become lately. 


1996: 8-3 Overall 


COACH: Bob Davie — first year 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15, 7 Offense, 6 
Defense, Punter, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Ron Powlus, TB 


match and a big-splash contest featuring assistant coaches in 
Speedo trunks. He staged a talent show. He had a treasure hunt. 
He held a slam dunk contest. He let players and coaches take a 
few swings against the best women’s softball pitcher on campus. 

The normally heavy atmosphere became lighter than helium. 

A few Irish players even showed off their dance steps on the 
field during spring drills, moves never shown anywhere but in the 
nightclubs under Holtz. 

“A team that feels good about itself and a team that has close 
relationships with its coaches and with each other, | think you can 
see that by the way a team performs,” Davie says. “I think you're 
going to see enthusiasm. I’ve always believed that you can have fun, 
can do it with a smile on your face, but be disciplined. 

“From the time | first met with the team, I talked about how 
the focus of this thing was going to be on them, and we were 
going to enjoy it. To enjoy it, you've got to win. And to win, 
you've got to be disciplined and you’ve got to be tough. That's 
the next stage we’ve got to get through.” 

Nothing tests a team’s toughness like having its family 
secrets discussed in the national media, which Notre Dame’s have 
been recently. Seasoned Irish observers will attest that distractions 
come with the territory of being the nation’s most famous college 
football program. 

But even the most nimble spin doctors were left scratching 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Both starting 
inside linebackers will be new players. 
The secondary has depth but still needs 
a pass rush from an inexperienced 
defensive line. Davie's top priority last 


Autry Denson, OG Mike Rosenthal, WR 
Raki Nelson, DT Melvin Dansby, OLB 
Kory Minor, CB/KR Allen Rossum 


spring remains one of his top priorities 
this fall: A steady kicker. 
OVERVIEW: Enthusiasm hasn‘t been 


A construction zone. Davie has served as 
the foreman. With energy and enthusiasm 


as his tools, Davie has chipped away at 
thick walls of tension and convention that 
built up under Lou Holtz. Holtz won, often, 
but nobody would ever characterize the 
Irish program he headed for 11 seasons as 
fun-loving and carefree. 

Until now. 

Davie, for instance, capped off-season 
conditioning drills with a team Olympics 
that included a mock professional wrestling 


AUTRY DENSON MAY BE THE TEAM’S MOST 
LEGITIMATE HEISMAN HOPEFUL. 
PHOTO BY DAVID L GREENE 
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PRIMARY STRENGTHS: With an offensive 


line that returns three fifth-year seniors and 


two juniors with starting experience, the 


Irish figure to lean on the run as heavily as 
they did under Lou Holtz. An exception this 
season: New coach Bob Davie isn’t afraid 

to let Ron Powlus take some chances in the 
passing game, which may mean problems 


for opposing secondaries. On the other 
side of the ball, Dansby and Minor head- 
line a defense better at making big plays 
than being consistent. 


higher among Notre Dame players 

this decade as the Irish have responded 
to Davie’s relaxed yet firm approach. 
That should help the team handle tough 
home opponents in a new Notre Dame 
Stadium environment that will offer 
plenty of distractions. The loose attitude 
should also aid a defense that lacks 
experience up front. Expect a lot of 
high-scoring games involving the Irish. 
Davie should be in for a fun first year, 
but how fulfilling? 
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GHTINGHRISH RECRUITING 


HicH Scxoot / Course 


Name / Posmion HOMETOWN 


Kevin DANSBY LB 6-2, 210 Birmingham, AL Ensley 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Super Southern 100 by Atlanta Journal-Constitu- 
tion @ Had 171 tackles, six sacks and three interceptions as a senior @ As a junior, had 161 
tackles, including 91 solo. 


Anthony DENMAN RB/LB 6-3, 205 Rusk, TX Rusk 
Rushed for 1,250 yards and 12 touchdowns as a senior Had 85 tackles, one sack and six 
quarterback pressures @ As a junior, rushed for 1,428 yards and 20 touchdowns. 


Tony DRIVER TB 6-3, 205 Louisville, KY Male 

USA Today All-American @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 @ Ranked No. 5 
prospect nationally by the Chicago Sun-Times @ Gatorade Player of the Year in Kentucky 
Rushed 267 times for 1,491 yards and 18 touchdowns as a senior Career totals included 538 
rushes for 3,460 yards and 48 touchdowns, and 82 receptions for 1,612 yards and 22 touch- 
downs @ As a junior, won state title in 100-meters. 


Joey GETHERALL WR 5-9, 165 LaPuente, CA Bishop Amat 

Led California with 24,2 yards per catch average @ Caught 48 passes for 1,162 yards and 12 
touchdowns as a senior and averaged 25.18 yards each time he touched the ball ¢ Career totals 
include 116 receptions for 2,420 yards and 25 touchdowns @ Hit .407 in baseball and stole 20 


bases as a junior. 


Jabari HOLLOWAY TE 6-4, 235 Tyrone, GA Sandy Creek 

USA Today honorable mention All-American # Atlanta Joumal-Constifution Super Southern 100 
@ Rated No. 27 defensive prospect nationally by The Sporting News @ Caught 24 passes for 
498 yards and made more than 200 tackles as a senior @ Blocked six field goals and ran two 
back for touchdowns as a junior. 


Hugh HOLMES LB 6-2, 210 Kissimmee, FL Osceola 

District Player of the Year @ As a senior, had 136 tackles @ Had 127 tackles and 10 sacks as a 
junior @ Career totals included 169 solo tackles and 249 assists. 

Grant IRONS LB 6-5, 225 The Woodlands, TX The Woodlands 

a senior, made 92 tackles, including 58 solo, 12 tackles for loss, six passes broken up and two 
fumble recoveries. 


Ron ISRAEL DB 61,175 Haddon Heights, NJ Haddon Heights 
USA Today honorable mention All-American # Two- -way, four-year starter # As a senior, made 
104 tackles and eight interceptions Caught 10 touchdown passes and had 1,004 yards of total 


offense as a senior. 


John JORDAN OL 6-0, 260 Brooklyn, NY Andover Prep 
All-New England @ Team Most Valuable Player Poyed tight end and defensive line # Had 50 
tackles and eight sacks as a junior @ Played baseball and basketball. 


USA Today All-American @ Ranked No. 15 prospect nationally by the Chicago Sun-Times @ As | 


Name / Posmion Size HOMETOWN HicH Scuoot / Coutece 


Zak KUSTOK QB 6-2, 190 Orland Park, IL Sandburg 
Ranked No. 97 prospect nationally by the Chicago Sun-Times Threw for more thon 900 yards 
and seven touchdowns as a senior @ Rushed for 450 yards and six touchdowns. 


Darcey LEVY RB 6-2, 195 Denver, CO Montbello 
Rushed for 1,453 yards and 27 touchdowns as a senior @ Played free safety, making two inter- 
ceptions and more than 50 tackles. 


Jason MURRAY RB 6-2, 235 Belle Vernon, PA Belle Vernon 

USA Today honorable mention All-American # Rushed for 1,692 yards and 20 touchdowns on 
202 carries as a senior @ Helped team to state title as a junior, rushing 220 times for 2,035 
yards and 19 touchdowns @ Had almost 5,000 career rushing yards. | 


Cooper REGO TB 5-9, 185 Montvale, NJ St, Joseph 

Porade All-American # USA Today second-team All-American @ Ranked No. 20 offensive 
prospect nationally by The Sporting News @ Gatorade Player of the Year in New Jersey @ All- 
New Jersey @ Rushed for 2,442 yards and 35 touchdowns and led state in scoring as a senior # 
As a junior, rushed for 1,645 yards and 21 touchdowns. 


Casey ROBIN OL 6-7, 270 Covington, LA St. Paul's 
All-District @ Team captain @ Team averaged 300 rushing yards per game as a senior @ Played 
both ways as a sophomore and junior. 


Justin SMITH WR 6-1, 185 St. Petersburg, FL lakewood 

Honorable mention All-State # Caught 18 passes for 460 yards and six touchdowns os a senior 
¢ As a junior, had 111 receptions for 333 yards Made five interceptions as a defensive back 
Had 38-yard punt return average as a junior. 


John TEASDALE TE 6-4, 255 Kansas City, MO Rockhurst 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ All-State # Caught 13 passes for 204 yards and 
two touchdowns as a senior # Made 31 tackles, eight sacks, and had two blocked punts. 


Kurt VOLLERS OL 6-7, 275 Anaheim, CA Servite 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Rated No. 38 offensive prospect nationally by 
The Sporting News # Ranked No. 25 prospect nationally by the Chicago Sun-Times @ Made 
100 solo tackles, 32 assists and 24 sacks as a senior. 


Brock WILLIAMS DB 5-11, 175 Hammond, LA Hammond 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 @ District Most Valuable Player # As a senior, 
had 102 tackles and five interceptions with 15 deflections @ Had 55 tackles and five intercep- 


tions as a junior. 


Andy WISNE DL 6-5, 255 Jenks, OK Jenks 
All-State @ Helped team to 13-1 record and state tile @ Had 97 tackles and six sacks as a senior 
defensive tackle @ As a junior, had 85 tackles, including 20 for losses, and five sacks. 


AWOOKGATAHEMIGHTINGHRISH 


RESULTS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


SCHEDULE 


(8-3-0) PASSING; = Sept. 6 Georgia Tech 
NAME Come Yarps Pct’ TD Int Se 
14. Vanderbilt 7. | Powlus 232 133° «(1942 «57.3 12 «4 Sept. 13 at Purdue 
| Jackson 15 10-181 667 «3 «~O} ; a 
35 Purdue 0 RUSHING _ Sept. 20 Michigan State = 
27 ‘Texas 24 anu NODS ARS. PAYG D Sept. 27 at Michigan 
Denson 202 1179 5.8 47 8 } 
16 Ohio State 29 Farmer 78 660 85 BSB | Oct. 4 at Stanford 
Edwards 83 381 46d 8 
54 ~~ Washington 20) ||, [Keer 53 TE PP Oct. 11 at Pittsburgh 
aa RECEIVING Pay 
17 Air Force (OT) 20 Savane FAVS aa Oct. 18 — Southern California 
54. Navy 27 Serpe ase Stes S|" 1: Ost “25; /BastoniGollege 
Johnson 25 449 18.0 48 2 
| Mosley 24 369 «15.4 64 0 
48 _ Boston College 21 | cewards Ee a es Nov. 1 Navy 
60 Pittsburgh 6 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 15 at LSU 
Tacktes: Tatum 77; Cobbins 72; Guilbeaux 62; Wynn 61. i ies 
62 Rutgers 0 IntercePniONs: Guilbeaux 4; Cooper 3; Rossum 2. Nov. 22 West Vi Ue 
. : QB Sacks: Berry 10; Wynn 9; Minor 8; Cobbins 4. x 
20 Southern California (OT) 27 Tackles For Loss: Tatum 9?; Dansby 9; Minor 7; Wynn 6. Nov. 29 at Hawaii 


88 LINDY’s FoorTBatt ANNUALS 1997 


their heads last winter after former Irish 
line coach Joe Moore filed an age discrim- 
ination and defamation of character law- 
suit against Davie and the university for 
millions of dollars. 

Rather than contest Moore point by 
point, Davie chose to let justice run its 
course. He vowed not to let the 
matter affect his team’s focus, 
despite Moore and several of 
Davie’s returning linemen devel- 
oping a bond not even one of 
those jackhammers around the 
stadium could penetrate. 

“T will not allow it to 
become a distraction,” 

Davie promises. 

The 43-year-old native of 
Sewickley, Pa., prefers to focus 
on what he can control. The 
new huddle he implemented. 
The dropback passing game 
installed by new offensive coor- 
dinator Jim Colletto to take 
advantage of Ron Powlus’ field 
vision and quick release. The 
ways in which he can use cor- 
nerback Allen Rossum to 
stretch opposing secondaries. 
The number of times he plans 
to let Autry Denson, maybe the 
team’s most legitimate Heis- 
man hopeful, carry the ball. 

“Tm energized by these 
players,” Davie says. “We’re 
going to be creative to take 
advantage of all our players.” 

Colletto, in charge of call- 
ing plays, puts it another way. 

“I read a book by Bill Par- 
cells and it says, “You better 
teach what you know,’ ” Col- 


Jerome Bettis, all the more heavy. They 
make Powlus, who surprised many sur- 
rounding the program by returning for a 
fifth season, all the more dangerous 
because he likely will have time to pass. 
Give Denson a crease, Spencer an 
arm tackle, and Powlus a few extra sec- 


THE IRISH WILL RELY ON INTERIOR LINEMAN MELVIN DANSBY 
TO SWALLOW RUNNING BACKS. 
PHOTO BY BOB ROSATO. 


him some chances to get his hands on the 
ball. He’s exciting when he gets his hands 
on it.” 

Rossum welcomes the extra work. 
“As many times as | need for us to be a 
better team,” he says when asked how 
many snaps he can handle as a mini- 
Deion Sanders. 

Solid depth in the secondary 
allows Davie to be so daring 
with his player. If Rossum 
misses a series or two on 
defense, capable cornerbacks 
like Deveron Harper, Lee 
Lafayette or Ivory Covington 
can replace him. Any of the 
three figure to start opposite 
Rossum, probably Covington, 
and all three can stay step for 
step with anyone on the Irish 
schedule. 

At safety, returning starters 
Jarvis Edison and Benny Guil- 
beaux will receive challenges 
from A’Jani Sanders and Deke 
Cooper, two reserves with as 
much talent, if not experience, 
as the players in front of them. 

“| think you'll see the sec- 
ondary more involved,” says 
Davie, the former defensive 
coordinator who hired Greg 
Mattison away from Michigan 
to do his old job. “The thing 
goes full circle. Last year, 
our secondary was the question 
mark and the front seven 
were solid. This year, it’s com- 
pletely opposite.” 

Completely. 

Last season, Davie and the 
lrish relied on interior linemen 


letto says. “So I’m teaching 

what | know. I’m not a real innovator. | 
feel I'm a pretty good teacher and stealer 
of other people’s ideas. We're trying to be 
good, solid body-mechanic people.” 

That will come easier to the men 
making the holes. All five starters on the 
offensive line possess starting experience. 
Pick a leader: Rick Kaczenski at center, 
Mike Doughty and Chris Clevenger at 
tackles, or Mike Rosenthal and Jerry 
Wisne at guards. Given the right circum- 
stances and ears listening, any one of the 
five could wind up an All-American. 

“These are pretty sharp kids,” Col- 
letto says. 

They make Denson, a 1,000-yard 
rusher as a sophomore, all the more slip- 
pery. They make fullback Jamie Spencer, 
mentioned often in the same sentence as 
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onds, and the new jumbo scoreboard in 
Notre Dame Stadium will light up bright 
enough to be seen in Chicago. 

“I can be a different quarterback 
because it’s a different system,” Powlus 
says. “There are more things to think 
about once you leave the huddle.” 

One of the most pressing things on 
his mind will be to whom he will throw. 
The Irish still lack a proven game-breaker 
at the receiver position, hence the 
Rossum experiment. The starters expect 
to be steady but unspectacular Malcolm 
Johnson and promising Raki Nelson, but 
Davie wants to line Rossum up perhaps as 
many as 15 plays per game on offense. 

“When you look at a guy who aver- 
ages 20 yards every time he touches the 
football (as a returner), you've got to give 


Renaldo Wynn, Alton Maiden, 
Bert Berry and Melvin Dansby to swallow 
running backs. Only Dansby returns, join- 
ing untested Antwon Jones, Corey Ben- 
nett and Lamont Bryant up front. 
Sophomore Brad Williams, a sophomore 
who started at offensive guard against 
Navy last season, also figures to make his 
presence felt. 

As does junior Shelton Jordan, who 
took advantage of an extended audition 
last spring made possible by Dansby tak- 
ing time off to heal from knee surgery. 
Jordan made Powlus feel like he was in 
the middle of the Los Angeles Coliseum in 
October, tossing aside pass-blockers and 
breathing down the quarterback’s neck 
with annoying frequency. 

“The coaches put me in a position 
where I can move and I’m able to get 
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FIGHTING IRISH SPRING ROSTER 


No. NAME Pos. Cass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN No. NAME Pos, Cass Hr. 
28 Ken Barry RB Sr 60 221_—Betheley, MO 2% Lee Lafayete (BS 59 
61 John Beeler BS 0 229 Jacksomvile, FL 39 Chris eck FS So S10 
56 Kurt Belisle DE Sr 62 266 Bradley, 90 Lance legree NG S61 
95 Corey Bennett DES 61 253 _Doravile, GA 36 Timlynch B59 
65. Anthony Brannon SS. So. S11194 Cedar Grove, NI 45 Chris McCarthy PK St Sl 
68. Mat Brennan OL So 68 274 Mobile, AL 21 Kevin McDonnell PK ok SAI 
88 _Bokby Brown WR Jr 63185 Louder, FL 18 Mat McNew PK So bd 
53. Lamont Bryant Br 63243 Georgetown, SC 32 sin Meko CS 5 
12. Scott Cengia PK Se 510181 Melbourne, FL 64 John Merandi C % 62 
89 John Cerasoni TE it 6-4 255 Schoumburg 4 Kory Minor Bok 6 
8 Eric Choppell QB So 64 213 Monlgomery, AL 47 Bill Movs B oS él 
99 Jason Ching DE So 63 235 Honckly,Hi 74 Rob Now! A % 65 
75. Chris Clevenger OS 67 312 Wich, KS 52 Alex Mueller a k 66 
1 Deke Cooper FS So 63209 Evonsvile 92 Bryon Mulvena Bok 6 
14 hory Covington CB Se 510169 Decor, GA 9 Roki Nelson WR So 5 
51 Melvin Dansby DE Se 64 276 Birmingham, AL “34 Ronnie Hicks BS 60 
81 Lewis Dawson WR So 5:1] 186 Federal Way, WA 58 Brendon O'Connor OL. — So 
23 Autry Denson RB dr 510184 Lauderhill, FL 86 Dan Leary TE So 64 
84 Mike Devic TE Sr_— 64243 Hinsdle, 83. Justin Orr Tt & 62 
73. Mike Doughty OLS 67 303 Lakeville, MN 50 David Payne C ok 6 
16 Todd Dvorak PK or 510175 Gronger 54 Luke Peltgout a & 66 
30. Janis Edison FSS 4221 Bay City, IX 35 Robert Phalps Bs 60 
38 Scott Fogan 1B So 2 219 _ Los Angeles, CA 3 Ron Powhs OB Ss 63 
40 Brendan Farrell $5 So 5-10 215. Fairport, NY 37 Kerin Rice BS 60 
41 Joe Ferrer Bk 62280 Casselberry, FL 70 TimRidder O ok 67 
13 Jimeny Friday Bk 2-227 Missouri City, TX 46 Benjamin Robinson = WR oe 62 
69° Mike Gondy DT So 64 264 Garlond, IX 79 Mike Rosenthal Oo + 67 
97 Eric Glass DT So 64 220 Howey, AL 15 Allen Rossum GB & 58 
24 Ty Goode CB Sr S+11_184 Lincoln, NE 87 Mork Rule WR 62 
45 Joey Goodspeed RB So 6-0 225 Monigomery, IL 5 Alani Sonders Sok 5 
2B Mike Grody FS So S11_192 _bssoquch, WA 19 Jim Sonson AK So & 
65. Matt Griesboch OLS 1-258 Take, CA 93 BJ. Scot DE % 63 
38 Poul Grimm CB Sr 59 170 Covad Springs, FL 16 John Shingler ok 6 
2 BernyGuitbeoux SS eT 207 Opelousas, LA 33 Phil Sicuso Sk SN 
19 Wayne Gunn Bok 62218 Wink, IX 17 Hunter Smith Pook 662 
10. Deveron Harper CB So 5:11 185 Orangeburg, SC 33 Jomie Spencer a es) 
48 Johnathon Hebert «WR So 511194 Houston, IX 78 Jon Spickelnier C 63 
72. Leon Hires OL So 64 287 Bradenton, FL 21 Shonnon Stephens = «WR or 59 
27 Bobbie Howard Bor 510 228 Rand, W 32 Clement Stokes BS 60 
7 _Jariows Jackson QB dr 61 219 Tupelo, MS 12. Mario Slroyhom Bok 61 
11 Jay Johnson WR So 60 186 Starke, MS 49 Joe Thomas Bok 62 
6 MokolnJohnion WR Sr 5213 Washinglon, DC 42. Mike Tribe (BS 510 
85 _Antwon Jones NG It 63 267 Piquo,OH 98 Noah VanHock DE So 62 
96 Jim Jones NG So 62 280 Chicago Ridge, i 22 Jey Vickers BS S51 
55 _ Shelton Jordon DE ke 63 250 Opelousas, LA 36 Chris Wochie PS SA 
20 _Byron Joyner FS tl 188 Lovivile, KY 67 John Wogner a hb 67 
57 Rick Koczenski C  & 64 258 Erie,PA 60 Antwoine Wellingn 1B So 60 
41 John Kenney WR Jr 510 180 Edmonds, WA 77 Brod Williams NG So 64 
20 KevinKopka Kr 57214 Hollywood, Fl 7) Jerry Wisne Oa + 66 
59° Mathew Kunz BS =~ 60 215 Las Vegas, NV Roster ond depth chart subject to change. 


| 
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Wr. HOMETOWN 


189 Hopkins Pork, FL 
185 Ashton, ID 

271 St Stephen, SC 
177 Ock Lown, IL 

205 Arlington, VA 
180 Bellevue, OH 

195 Arlington, TX 

197 _ Spingl VA 
272 Blue Joy, CA 

234 La Veme, CA 
225 Toronto, Ontario 
204 Pioagh PA 
270 _ Ellicott City, MD 
221 Tucson, AZ 

181 Horrisburg, PA 
222 Kilgore, TX 

294 Bellefontoine, OH 
243 Westlake, OH 
233 Minooka, IL 

281 Baltimore, MD 
287 Georgetown, DE 
189__N. Richland Hls., TX 
225 Berwick, PA 

298 Omaha, NE 


267 Brookvile 
230 Wilninglon, NC_ 


Ws MA 


211 Sherman, TK 
248 Monroe, LA 
274 Jacksonville, FL 
175. Houston, TX 

205 Washington, DC_ 
214 Ginna, OH 
223 Dells, TX 


“215 Chicago, I 


228 Englewood, CO 


1997 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


Ron Powlus, Sr/Jarious Jackson, Jr 
TB Autry Denson, Jr/Clement Stokes, Sr 

FB Joey Goodspeed, So/ Jamie Spencer, Jr 
FL Bobby Brown, Jr/Raki Nelson, So 

SE Malcolm Johnson, Sr/Jay Johnson, So. 
TE Dan O'Leary, So/John Cerasani, Jr 

uw 


Mike Doughty, Sr/Luke Petitgout, Sr 
LG Mike Rosenthal, Jr/Rob Mowl, So 


Cc Rick Kaczenski, Sr/John Merandi, So 


RG Jerry Wisne, Jr/Tim Ridder, Jr 
RT Chris Clevenger, Sr/Tim Ridder, Jr 


PK — Scott Cengia, Sr/Jim Sanson, So. 


OLB 
ILB 


Melvin Dansby, Sr/Kurt Belisle, Sr 


Lance Legree, So/Antwon Jones, Jr 
Corey Bennett, Sr/Shelton Jordan, Jr 
Lamont Bryant, Jr/Bill Mitoulas, Sr 


Jimmy Friday, Jr/Ronnie Nicks, So 
Bobbie Howard, Jr/Joe Thomas, Jr 


Kory Minor, Jr/Mario Strayhorn, Jr 


Allen Rossum, Sr/Ty Goode, Sr 


Ivory Covington, Sr/Deveron Harper, So 


Benny Guilbeaux, Jr/A’Jani Sanders, Jr 


Jarvis Edison, Sr/Deke Cooper, So 


Hunter Smith, Jr/' Chris Wachtel, Sr 


SPRING UPDATE 


consistent kicking game remains 
one of coach Bob Davie’s top 
priorities. 

Sophomore Jim Sanson, last year’s 
third-leading scorer, expects to remove 
any doubts Davie or Notre Dame fans 
have about him. “It's my job to lose,” 
says Sanson. 

But junior Kevin Kopka and senior 
Scott Cengia may disagree. Davie will 
choose from one of the three, but may 
not decide until Regis Philbin shows up 
for the campus pep rally the eve before 
the opener. 

“We may go down to the Friday 
before Georgia Tech before we know,” 
Davie says. 

Sanson refuses to lose faith. But then 
he has had plenty of practice persevering 
since last winter. Sanson received death 
threats after missing an extra point against 
USC in the season finale that cost the Irish 
a bowl game. “I’m OK talking about that,” 
says Sanson, who also received piles of 
support letters. “That's in the past.” 

He prefers to focus on a future that 
includes a looser atmosphere around the 
practice field. 

“I don’t want this to sound bad against 
Coach (Lou) Holtz or anything, but every 
day was real businesslike, a real pressure 
situation,” Sanson said. “With Coach 
Davie, there’s excitement, but we’re 
relaxed and having fun.” 

¢ Davie named quarterback Ron 
Powlus, tackle Melvin Dansby and corner- 
back/kick returner Allen Rossum team 
captains ... Running back Clement 
Stokes, who has been in and out of acade- 
mic hot water, made a strong bid as Autry 
Denson’s backup last spring ... New Irish 
assistants include quarterbacks coach Mike 
Sanford, running backs coach Desmond 
Robinson, defensive coordinator Greg 
Mattison, and offensive coordinator Jim 
Colletto. 

* Davie threw out the old offensive ter- 
minology and began with an entirely new 
vocabulary ... Freshman outside linebacker 
Hugh Holmes rates as one of the sleepers 
of the incoming class who could make a 
quick impact ... Based on the consistency 
he showed last spring, junior punter 
Hunter Smith could receive preseason All- 
America consideration ... Denson and 
upstart receiver Bobby Brown grew up two 
blocks apart in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

— David Haugh 
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The Chains Are Off Powlus 


verheard during a conversation 
O by two fans watching Ron 

Powlus run the Notre Dame 
offense during drills last spring: 

DOMER NO. 1: “Bov, he sure 
looks different.” 

DOMER NO. 2: “Yeah, look how 
much smoother he throws and stronger 
he sets up.” 

DOMER NO. 1: “Amazing what tak- 
ing off the shackles can do.” 

Amazing indeed. 

Ron Powlus, who seems to have 
hung around Notre Dame longer than 
some tenured professors, returns for a 
fifth season of pomp and circumstance. 
But take down the old posters. Erase the 
old videotape. Purge the old memories. 

The Powlus who set virtually all of 
Notre Dame’s passing records in his first 
three seasons as a starter left campus 
when Lou Holtz resigned. The Powlus 
who takes the field Sept. 6 in the home 
opener against Georgia Tech feels freer 
than a released parolee. 

“My enthusiasm is off the charts,” 
Powlus says. “It’s new. It’s a challenge. 
It’s what life is all about.” 

Powlus has met his share of chal- 
lenges. Besides his well-chronicled bro- 


off the ball,” Jordan said. “Our whole 
defense revolves around the defensive 
line’s ability to get off the ball. We have 
that responsibility.” 

They have that defensive mentality, 
too. What the linemen lack in girth, they 
make up for with gumption. 

“We're a small defensive line, but our 
quickness helps and we play an uptempo 
defense that lets us fly to the ball,” Jordan 
said. “We can make something happen. 
We can play with emotion. There are 
more blitzes than ever before. It helps us 
open things up.” 

But who will close things up when 
the holes widen as they inevitably will 
against the likes of Michigan, USC and 
Louisiana State? 

Last season, linebackers Lyron Cob- 
bin and Kinnon Tatum applied more tat- 
toos than a skin artist. Both graduated, 
leaving junior Bobbie Howard and a cast 
of other unproven underclassmen to vie 
for the other inside spot. One of the top 
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ken collarbone as a freshman and bro- 
ken left humerus as a junior, Powlus 
daily faced the rigors of playing ina 
Holtz-offense that he fit into as well as 
his high school letter jacket. He sur- 
vived, but he struggled. 

So Powlus thought nothing of 
acknowledging as much at a news con- 
ference after last season. With new 
coach Bob Davie by his side, Powlus told 
everyone that had Holtz returned, he 
would not have. 

Some viewed the declaration as 
ungrateful. He meant no disrespect, 
however. 

Adding new offensive coordinator 
Jim Colletto, Purdue’s former head 
coach, to the mix excites Powlus. Col- 
letto promises a dropback philosophy 
blending in play-action and the tradi- 
tional Notre Dame running game. 

And now, Powlus believes even more 
that you will see a quarterback who truly 
deserves to be on the covers of national 
magazines, in your living rooms every 
Saturday. 

“I can be a different quarterback 
because it’s a different system,” he says. 
“Sure it’s a challenge, but that’s why I 
love football.” Q 


RON POWLUS, WHO SEEMS TO HAVE HUNG 

AROUND NOTRE DAME LONGER THAN SOME 

TENURED PROFESSORS, RETURNS FOR A FIFTH 
SEASON OF POMP AND CIRCUMSTANCE. 


PHOTO BY ROBERT LEITER 


contenders may be freshman Grant Irons, 
the consensus prep All-American many 
expect to play immediately. The likely 


early-season starter will be Jimmy Friday, 
a sophomore who impressed coaches 
with his lateral quickness. 

At outside linebacker, junior Kory 
Minor gives the Irish the type of dominat- 
ing player who can erase many of the 
mistakes of inexperience. Minor, with 
track speed and truck force, causes 


more confusion to running backs than 
physics class. 

“It’s time for me to be a leader, have 
the leadership role and help the guys 
through,” says Minor, who thinks he can 
get even better. “I definitely need work. 
I’m not the player that I want to be, but 
I’m working to get there.” 

Plenty of work remains for Minor, for 
his defensive teammates, for the 
groundskeepers around Notre Dame Sta- 
dium, for Davie in his first season as a 
head football coach. 

Consider nearly everything surround- 
ing the Notre Dame football program this 
season a work in progress. 

A construction zone, indeed. 

“Everything is a little more uptempo,” 
center Rick Kaczenski says. “Everybody's 
real excited. A lot of times, people don’t 
like change. But we’re excited about it 
more than anybody.” 

Everybody but his coach. 

— David Haugh 
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MI 
MICHIGAN STATE 4 
Mindi, the capta i 
cheerleading squad, 


: SHARON GOHARI 
NO RT HWE STERN 

4 This junior Pre-Med major 
= enjoys playing the piano, 
~— violin and organ when she's 


‘was named 
to the 
All-American 
dance squad 
iby the Natnal 
oy Dai at tia F . 


not cheering on the 
\ She hails from Kettering. Ohio. 


wal? \ 
ircy is a four-yea of 
e Pom Squad, and served as — 


‘ 


captain last season. The 

Edmond native also is working 

toward her certification as an 
aerobics instructor. 


PHOTO BY RON KOVACH 


eawads her fall 
Saturdays as a 
Classi Cat. She will 
be featured as 
model In the 
j 997-98 Women 
of K-State calendar. 


GNVILINOD Ad OLOHd 


ay beter of the War Eagle 
~ ed “Student of the Year" by, 
of Human Resource Managenent.- 
. PHOTO BY R.D, MOORE 


CLEMSON 
Sept. 6 Appolachion State 
Sept. 13 at N.C. Stote 
Sept. 20 Florido Stote 
Sept. 27 at Georgia Tech 
4 Texas£l Paso 
11 Virginia 
25 atMaryland 
at Wake Forest 
Duke 
North Carolina 
at South Carolina 


ral 
™ 


N.C. State 

at Northwestern 
Army 

Novy 

‘at Maryland 
Florida State 

at Virginia 
Wake Forest 

at Clemson 


Georgia Tech 
at North Carolina 


RESSEes se FFFTLLL 


FLORIDA STATE 
at Southern California 
Maryland 
at Clemson 
Miami 
at Duke 


Georgie Tech 

at Virginia 

N.C. State 

ot North Carolina 
Wake Forest 

at Florida 


GEORGIA TECH 
at Notre Dame 
at Wake Forest 
Clemson 
at Boston College 
N.C. State 
at Florida State 
North Carolina 
at Virginia 
at Duke 
Maryland 
Georgio 


at Floride State 
North Carolina 
at Temple 

Duke 

West Virginia 
at Wake Forest 
Clemson 
Virginia 

at N.C. State 

at Georgia Tech 


Virginia 

at TCU 

Wake Forest 

at N.C. State 

at Georgia Tech 
Florida State 

at Clemson 
Duke 
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NORTH CAROLINA STATE 


Aug. 30 at Syracuse 
Sept. 6 at Duke 

Sept. 13 Clemson 

Sept. 20 Northern Illinois 
Sep! 27 at Wake Forest 
Oct. 11 at Georgia Tech 
Oct. 18 North Carolina 
Noy. 1 at Florida Stote 
Nov. 8 Maryland 
Nov. 15 Virginia 

Noy. 22 East Carolina 


VIRGINIA 
4 Auburn 
. 13 Richmond 
. 27 ot North Caroline 
. 4 Wake Forest 
. 11 at Clemson 
. 18 Duke 
. 25 Florida State 
1 at Maryland 
. 8 Ge5orgia Tech 
Nov. 15. at N.C. State 
Nov. 29 Virginia Tech 


WAKE FOREST 

Sept. 6 Northwestern 
Sept. 13. at East Carolina 
Sept. 20 Georgia Tech 
Sept. 27 N.C. State 
Oct. 4 at Virginia 
Oct. 11 at North Carolina 
Oct. 18 Maryland 
Oct. 25 at Duke 

Nov. 1 Clemson 
Nov. 8 at Rutgers 
Nov, 15. at Florida Stote 


G EAS 


BOSTON COLLEGE 
Sept. 6 ot Temple 
Sept. 13 West Virginia 
Sept. 20 at Rutgers 
Sept. 27 Cincinnati 
Oct. 4 Georgia Tech 
Oct. 11 at Virginio Tech 
Oct, 18 Miami 
Oct. 25 at Notre Dame 
Nov. Pittsburgh 
Nov. at Syracuse 
Army 


Aug. at Baylor 

Sept. Arizona State 
Sept. at Pittsburgh 
Sept. West Virginia 
Oct, at Florida State 
Oct. at Boston College 
Oct, Temple 

Nov. Arkansas State 
Noy. at Virginia Tech 
Nov. 15 Rutgers 

Nov. 29 Syracuse 


PITTSBURGH 

. 30 SW Louisiana 
6 atPenn State 

. 13 at Houston 

. 18 Miami 
4 ot Temple 

. 11 Notre Dame 

. 25 atRutgers 
1 at Boston College 

. 15 Syracuse 

. 22 Virginia Tech 

- 28 at West Virginia 


Virginia Tech 

at Texas 

at Navy 

Boston College 

at West Virginia 

Syracuse 

ot Army 

Pittsburgh 

ot Temple 

Wake Forest 
Nov. 15 ot Miami 


SYRACUSE 

|. 24 Wisconsin* 

. 30 N.C. State 

. 6 atOklahoma 

. 13° at Virginia Tech 

. 20 Tulane 

4 East Carolina 

. 9 atRuigers 

. 18° Temple 

. | West Virginia 
Nov. 8 Boston College 
Nov. 15 at Pittsburgh 
Nov. 29 at Miami 


* Kickolf Classic, Eost Rutherford, NJ 


TEMPLE 

Aug. 28 at Western Michigan 
Sept. 6 Boston College 
Sept. 13 at Penn State 
Sept. 20 Virginia Tech 
Sept, 27 Maryland 

Oct. 4 Pittsburgh 
Oct. 18 

Oct, 25 

Nov. 1 

Nov. 8 

Nov. 15 at West Virginia 


VIRGINIA TECH 
Avg. 30 

Sept. 13 

Sept, 20 

Sept, 27 

Oct. 4 Miami (OH) 
Oct. 11 Boston College 
Oct, 25 at West Virginia 
Nov. | UAB 

Nov. 8 Miomi 

Noy. 22 at Pittsburgh 
Nov. 29 at Virginia 


WEST VIRGINIA 
. 30 Marshall 
. 6 East Carolina 
. 13 ot Boston College 
. 27 at Miami 
. 4 Rutgers 
. 11 at Maryland 
. 25 Virginio Tech 
1 at Syracuse 
. 15 Temple 
, 22 at Notre Dome 
Noy, 28 Pittsburgh 


ILLINOIS 
Sept. 6 Southern Mississippi 
. 13. at Louisville 
. 20 Washington State 
|. 27 at lowa 
. 4 Penn State 
11 at Wisconsin 
. 25 Purdue 
1 at Indicna 
. 8 Northwestern 
. 15 at Ohio State 


. 22 Michigan State 


INDIANA 
6 at North Carolina 
. 13. Ball State 
. 20 Kentucky 
. 27 at Wisconsin 
4 Michigan 
. 11 Michigon State 
. 18 at Ohio Stote 
. 25  atlowa 
1 Mlinois 
. 15. at Minnesota 
. 22 Purdue 


f Northern lowa 
. 13 Tulsa 
. 20 at lowa Stote 
. 27 Illinois 
. 4 at Ohio State 
. 18 atMichigan 
. 25  Indicna 

1 Purdue 

8 at Wisconsin 
. 15 at Northwestern 
. 22. Minnesota 


MICHIGAN 

Sept. 13 Colorado 
Sept. 20 Baylor 

Sept. 27 Notre Dame 
Oct. 4 atIndiana 
Oct. 11 Northwestern 
Oct. 18 lowo 

Oct. 25 at Michigan State 
Nov. 1 Minnesote 
Nov. 8 at Penn State 
Nov, 15 at Wisconsin 
Nov. 22 Ohio State 


MICHIGAN STATE 
Sept. 6 Western Michigan 
Sept. 13 Memphis 

Sept. 20 at Notre Dame 
Oct. 4 Minnesota 

Oct, 11 at Indiane 

Oct. 18 at Northwestern 
Oct. 25 Michigan 

Nov. 1 Ohio State 
Nov. 8 at Purdue 

Nov. 22  atilinois 

Nov. 29 Penn State 


MINNESOTA 
Avg. 30 at Hawaii 
Sept. 13 lowa State 
Sept. 20 at Memphis 
Sept. 27 Houston 
Oct. 4 atMichigan State 
Oct. 11 Purdue 
Oct. 18 at Penn Stole 
Oct. 25 Wisconsin 
1 ot Michigon 
. 8 Ohio State 
. 15° Indiana 
ot lowa 


at Wake Forest 
Duke 
Rice 
at Purdue 
Wisconsin 
at Michigan 
Michigan State 
at Ohio State 
Penn State 
ot Illinois 

Nov. 15  lowa 

* Pigskin, Chicago, fl 


OHIO STATE 
Wyoming 
Bowling Green 
Arizona 
ot Missouri 
lowa 
at Penn State 
Indiana 
Northwestern 
at Michigan State 

( at Minnesota 
Nov. 15. Illinois 
Nov. 22 at Michigan 


PENN STATE 
Pittsburgh 
Temple 
ot Louisville 
at Ilinois 
Ohio State 
Minnesota 
at Northwestern 
Michigan 
at Purdue 
Wisconsin 
at Michigan State 


at Toledo 
Notre Dame 
Ball State 
Northwestern 
cat Minnesota 
Wisconsin 

at Illinois 

at lowa 
Michigan State 
Penn State 

at Indiana 


Indiano 

at Northwestern 
Illinois 

at Purdue 

at Minnesota 
lowa 

Michigan 


at Michigan 
Texas Tech 
Nebraska 
at Oklahoma 
at lowa State 
Texas 
at Texas A&M 

i at Missouri 

. 22 Oklahoma State 


COLORADO 
Colorado State 
at Michigan 
Wyoming 
Texas A&M 
at Oklahoma State 
Kansas 
at Texas 
Missouri 
at lowa State 
ot Kansas State 
Nebraska 


IOWA STATE 
at Wyoming 
at Minnesota 
lowa 
at Missouri 
at Texas A&M 
Oklahoma State 
Baylor 
ot Kansas 
Colorado 
at Nebraska 
Kansas State 


at Cincinnati 
Oklahoma 
at Texas Tech 
at Colorado 
Nebraska 
lowa State 
at Kansas State 
ot Texas 

Nov. Missouri 


KANSAS STATE 
. 6 at Northern lilinois 
. 13 Ohio 
. 27 Bowling Green 
. 4 atNebraska 
. 11 Missouri 
. 18 Texas A&M 
. 25 at Oklahoma 
1 at Texas Tech 
. 8 Kansas 
. 15 Colorado 
Nov. 22 at lowa State 


MISSOURI 
Eastern Michigan 
at Tulso 
Ohio Stote 
lowa State 
at Kansas State 
Texas 
at Oklahoma State 
at Colorado 
Nebraska 

. Boylor 
Nov. 22 at Kansas 


NEBRASKA 

Avg. 30 Akron 

Sept. 13 Central Florida 
Sept. 20 at Washington 
Oct. 4 Kansas State 
Oct. 11 at Baylor 
Oct. 18 Texas Tech 
Oct. 25 at Kansas 
Nov. 1 Oklohoma 
Nov. 8 at Missouri 
Nov. 15  lowa State 
Nov. 27 at Colorado 


OKLAHOMA 

Aug. 23 vs. Northwestern* 
Sept. 6 Syracuse 

Sept. 20 at California 
Sept. 27 Louisville 

Oct. 4 atKansas 

Oct. 11 atTexas 

Oct. 18 Baylor 

Oct. 25 Kansas State 
Nov, 1 ot Nebraska 
Nov. 8 Oklahoma State 
Nov. 15 Texas A&M 
Nov. 22 at Texas Tech 

* Pigskin, Chicago, it 
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jt at Utah Stote 
. 13 Fresno Stote 
. 27 NE Louisiana 
. 4 Texas 
. 11 Colorado 
. 18 at lowe State 
. 25° Missouri 

1 at Texas A&M 
- 8 at Oklahoma 
. 15 Texas Tech 
. 22 at Baylor 


Rutgers 

UCIA 

at Rice 

at Oklchomo State 
Oklahoma 

at Missouri 
Colorado 

at Baylor 
Texas Tech 
Kansas 

at Texas A&M 


TEXAS A&M 

Sept. 6 Sam Houston 

Sept. 20 SW Lovisiana 

Sept. 27 at North Texas 

Oct. 4 at Colorado 

Oct. 11 lowe Stote 

Oct. 18 at Kansas State 
. 25 atTexas Tech 

Oklchoma State 

X Baylor 

Nov. 15 at Oklahoma 

Nov. 27 Texas 


TEXAS TECH 

. 30 at Tennessee 

. 13 SW Lovisiona 
North Texas 
at Baylor 
Kansas 
‘at Nebraske 
Texas A&M 
Kansas State 
ot Texas 
at Oklahoma State 
2 Oklahoma 


Boise State 

at Nevada 

at Vanderbilt 

ot Hawaii 

at Army 
Nov. Utch State 


NEW MEXICO STATE 
Aug. 30 North Texas 
Sept. 6 at New Mexico 
. 13 at Arizona State 
Cal State-Northridge 
at Texas-El Paso 
Cal Poly 
at Utah State 
Arkansas State 
Nevoda 
Idaho 
at Boise State 


BOISE STATE 
. 30 Cal Stote-Northridge 
. 6 at Wisconsin 
. 13 at Central Michigan 
. 20 Weber State 
. 27 at Washington Stote 
11 at North Texas 
. 25  Lovisiana Tech 
at Utah Stote 
Nevada 
New Mexico State 
Idaho 


ot Air Force 

Portland State 

ot Colifornia 

ot Central Florida 
North Texas 

UC Davis 

ot Nevada 

Utah State 

at Eastern Washington 
at New Mexico Stote 
Boise State 


UTAH STATE 

Aug. 30 ot Utch 

Sept. 6 Idaho State 
Sept. 13 Colorado State 
Sept. 27 New Mexico 
Oct. 3 af BYU 

Oct. 11 at Oregon State 
Oct. 18 New Mexico State 
Oct. 25 atidaho 

Nov. | Boise State 
Nov. 15 at Nevada 
Nov. 22 at North Texas 


NEVADA 

Aug. 30 at Colorado Stote 
Sept. 6 UNLV 

Sept. 13 Oregon 

Sept. 20 at Southern Mississippi 
Sept. 27 at Toledo 

Oct. 11 Wyoming 

Oct. 18 Idaho 

Oct. 25 North Texos 

Nov. 1 at New Mexico State 
Nov. A: at Boise State 

Nov. Utah State 


C-USA 


CINCINNATI 

Aug. 28 Tulso 

Sept. 6 atTulane 

Sept. 20 Kansas 

Sept. 27 at Boston College 
Oct. 4 Memphis 

Oct. 11 UAB 

Oct. 18 at Houston 

Oct. 25 at Miami (OH) 
Nov. 1 Southern Mississippi 
Nov. 8 Lovisville 

Nov. 15 at East Carolina 


EAST CAROLINA 
Sept. 6 at West Virginia 
Sept. 13 Wake Forest 
Sept. South Carolina 
Oct. at Syracuse 
Oct. Southern Mississippi 
Oct, at Tulone 

Oct. Memphis 

Nov. at Louisville 
Nov. at Houston 
Nov. Cincinnati 

Nov. at N.C. Stote 


HOUSTON 
at Alabama* 
California 
Pittsburgh 
at Minnesota 
at UCLA 
Cincinnati 
at Louisville 
at Memphis 
East Carolina 
Nov. 15. at Southern Mississippi 
Nov. 22. Tulone 


* Birmingham, AL 


LOUISVILLE 

Aug. 30 at Kentucky 
Sept. 6 Utoh 

Sept. 13 Illinois 
Sept. 20 Penn Stote 
Sept. 27 at Oklchoma 
Oct. 


. 4 at Southern Mississippi 
Oct. 11 Tulane 
Oct. 25 Houston 
Nov. 1 East Carolina 
Nov. 8 at Cincinnati 
Nov. 15 at Memphis 


MEMPHIS 

Aug. 30. ot Mississippi Stote 
Sept. 6 UAB 

Sept. 13 at Michigan State 
Sept, 20 Minnesote 

Oct. 4 at Cincinnati 
Oct. 11 Arkansas State 
Oct. 25 at East Carolina 
Nov. 1 Houston 

Nov. 8 atTulane 

Nov. 15. Louisville 

Nov. 22 Southern Mississippi 


SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 
at Florida 
at Illinois 
Nevada 
at Alabomo* 
louisville 
at East Carolina 
i Tulane 
Now. at Cincinnati 
Nov. at Tennessee 
Nov. 15 Houston 


Nov. 22 at Memphis 
* Birmingham, AL 


Cincinnati 

Rice 

at Syracuse 
Army 

at Lovisville 

East Carolina 

at Southern Mississippi 
at SW Louisiana 
Memphis 
treat 

ct Houston 


INDEP 


at Kansas 

at Memphis 

at Arizona 
Jacksonville State 
ot SW Louisiona 
Western Kentucky 
ot Cincinnati 

at Virginia Tech 
louisiana Tech 
Tennessee Tech 
at Arkansas State 


Bowling Green 
NE Lovisiona 
Central Michigan 
at Arkonsas* 
California** 
et Auburn 
Arkansas State 
at Boise State 
at Alabome 
at UAB 
Nov. 15 at SW Louisiana 
* Litle Rock, AR 
** Shreveport, LA 


NE LOUISIANA 

Aug. 30 Nicholls State 
Sept. 6 ot Arkansos 
Sept. 13 at Louisiana Tech 
Sept. 20 at Georgia 

Sept. 27 at Oklchome State 
Oct, 4 Northwestern Stote 
Oct. 11 ot Mississippi Stote 
Oct. 18 atKentucky 

Nov, 1 Central Florida 
Nov. 15 Western Michigan 
Nov. 22 at Hawaii 


NOTRE DAME 
Sept. 6 Georgia Tech 
Sept, 13. at Purdue 
Sept. 20 Michigan Stale 
Sept. 27 at Michigan 
. 4 at Stanford 
. 11 at Pittsburgh 
. 18 Southern California 
. 25 Boston Collage 
1 Nav 
. 15 at SU 
. 22 West Virginia 
. 29° at Hawaii 


at Nebraska 

at Miami (OH) 
Bowling Green 

at LSU 

Central Michigan 
‘at Marshall 

at Eastern Michigan 
Ohio 

at Ball State 

Kent 


at Toledo 


BALL STATE 
Aug. 30 at Miami (OH) 
Sept. 6 Jomes Madison 
Sept. 13 at Indiana 
Sept. 20 at Purdue 
Sept. 27 Marshall 
4 at Western Michigan 
. 11 at Eastern Michigan 
. 18 Central Michigan 
. 25 at Northern Illinois 
1 Akron 
8 Toledo 


BOWLING GREEN 
at Louisiana Tech 
Miami (OH) 
at Ohio State 
at Akron 
at Kansas State 
Northern Iilinois 
Western Michigan 
at Ohio 
Toledo 
cat Kent 
at Morshall 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
|. 28 Northern Illinois 
at Floride 
Boise State 
at Louisiana Tech 
Eastern Michigan 
at Akron 
Toledo 
at Ball Stole 
at Kent 
Marshall 
at Western Michigan 


EASTERN MICHIGAN 
at Missouri 
at Toledo 
Kent 
at Central Michigan 
Ohio 
Ball State 
Akron 
at Marshall 
Western Michigan 
Northern Illinois 
ot Central Florida 


at Ohio 

Youngstown State 
Marshall 

at Eastern Michigan 
at Cincinnati 

Micmi (OH) 

ot Western Michigan 
Central Michigan 
Bowling Green 

at Akron 


ot Navy 


MARSHALL 

Aug. 30 at West Virginia 
at Army 
at Kent 
Western Illinois 
at Ball State 
Akron 
ot Miami (OH) 
Eastern Michigan 
at Central Michigan 
Bowling Green 
Ohio 


Boll Stote 

at Bowling Green 
Akron 

at Army 

at Virginia Tech 
at Kent 
Marshall 
Cincinnati 

at Toledo 

at Ohio 
Northern Illinois 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
Aug. 28 at Central Michigan 
Sept. 6 Konsos State 
Sept. 13 Western Michigan 
Sept. 20 N.C. State 
Oct. 4 atBowling Green 
. 11 Vanderbilt 
. 18 atToledo 
. 25 Ball State 
1 Ohio 
8 Eastern Michigan 
15 at Miomi (OH) 


Kent 

at Maryland 

cat Kansas State 
Buffalo 

Western Michigan 
at Eostern Michigan 
Bowling Green 

at Akron 

at Northern Illinois 
Miami (OH) 

ot Marshall 


Purdue 
Eastern Michigan 
‘at Western Michigen 
Nevada 
at Central Michigan 
Northern Illinois 
at Bowling Green 
Miami (OH) 
ot Ball State 

; Akron 

. 22 at Central Florida 


WESTERN MICHIGAN 
Temple 
at Michigan State 
at Northern Illinois 
Toledo 
at Ohio 
Boll Stote 
at Bowling Green 
Kent 
at Eastern Michigan 
Central Michigon 
at NE Lovisiana 


PAC-10 


ARIZONA 
at Oregon 
UAB 
‘at Ohio State 
at UCLA 
San Diego State 
Stonford 
Washington 
at Washington State 
Oregon State 
California 
at Arizona State 


ARIZONA STATE 
New Mexico State 
at Miami 
BYU 
at Oregon State 
cat Washington 
Southern California 
at Stanford 
Washington State 
at California 
Oregon 
Arizona 


LINDY’S FooTBAUL ANNUALS 


6 ot Houston 
. 20 Oklahoma 
. 27 Southern Californio 
. 4 atlovisiana Tech 
. 11 Washington 
. 18 at Washington State 
. 25 at UCLA 
Oregon State 
Arizona Stote 
at Arizona 
at Stonford 


Fresno State 
at Stontord 
Washington State 


Southern California 
at Washington 

at Arizona Stote 
Oregon State 


OREGON STATE 
North Texas 
Stanford 
Arizona Stote 
San Jose State 
Utch State 
of UCLA 
Washington 
at California 
at Arizona 
Southern California 
ot Oregon 


STANFORD 

Sept. 6 San Jose State 
Sept. 13. at North Carolina 
Sept. 20 at Oregon State 
Sept, 27 Oregon 

Oct, 4 Notre Dame 

Oct, 11 at Arizona 

Oct, 18 Arizona State 
Nov, 1 UCLA 

Nov. 8 at Southern California 
Nov. 15 at Washington State 
Nov. 22 Colifornia 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA : 


Florida Stote 
Washington State 
at California 
UNLV 

at Arizona State 
at Notre Dame 
Oregon 

at Washington 
Stanford 

at Oregon State 
UCLA 


Tennessee 

at Texas 

Arizona 

Houston 

at Oregon 

Oregon Stote 
California 

at Stonford 

at Washington State 
Washington 

at Southern California 
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WASHINGTON 


Sept. 
Sep. 
Sept. 


Oct, 
Oct 
Oct. 
Oct, 


Nov. 


Nov. 


Nov. 
Nov. 


22 


ot BYU 

Son Diego State 
Nebraska 
Arizona State 

at California 

at Arizona 

at Oregon State 
Southern California 
Oregon 

at UCLA 
Washington State 


WASHINGTON STATE 


Sept. 


Sept 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov 


Nov. 
Nov, 
Nov, 


13 
20 
27 

4 
1] 
18 
25 

1 

8 
15 
22 


at Southern California 
at Illinois 

Boise State 

at Oregon 

SW Lovisiana 
California 
Arizona 

at Arizona State 
UCLA 

Stonford 

at Washington 


SEC 


ALABAMA 


Nov. 


22 


Houston* 

at Vanderbilt 
Arkansas 
Southern Mississippi* 
at Kentucky 
Tennessee * 

ot Mississippi 
Louisiane Tech 
(su 

Mississippi Stote 
et Auburn 


* Birmingham, AL 
ARKANSAS 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


Oct 
Oct, 
Oct. 


Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


6 
13 
20 
27 

4 
18 
25 

6 
15 
22 
28 


NE Louisiane 

ot SMU 

ot Alabama 
Louisiane Tech* 
ot Florida 

South Carolina® 
Auburn 

ot Mississippi 
Tennessee" 
Mississippi Stole 
at ISU 


* Little Rock, AR 


AUBURN 


Sept. 


Sept 


Sept. 
Sept. 


Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct, 
Oct. 


Nov. 
Nov. 


Nov. 


at Virginia 
Mississippi 

at SU 

Central Florida 
at South Carolina 
Lovisiana Tech 
Florida 

at Arkansas 
Mississippi State 
at Georgia 
Alabama 


FLORIDA 


Nov. 


Nov. 


22 


Southern Mississippi 
Central Michigan 
Tennessee 

at Kentucky 
Arkansas 

at (SU 

at Auburn 

vs. Georgia* 
Vanderbilt 

at South Carolina 
Florida State 


* Jocksonville, FL 


Arkansas Stcte 
South Corolina 
NE Louisiana 
Mississippi Stote 
ot Tennessee 

at Vanderbilt 
Kentucky 

vs. Florida* 
Auburn 

at Mississippi 

at Georgia Tech 


FFFFLLOLLLE 


KENTUCKY 
Aug. 30 Louisville 
6 at Mississippi Stote 
. 20 at Indiona 
. 27 Florida 
. 4 Alabama 
. 11 at South Carolina 
. 18 NE Lovisiona 
. 25 atGeorgia 
. 1 iu 
. 15 at Vanderbilt 
. 22 Tennessee 


. 6 Texas! Paso 

. 13. at Mississippi Stote 

. 20 Auburn 

. 27 Akron 

. 4 at Vanderbilt 

11 Florida 

. 18 Mississippi 
1 atKentucky 

. B atAlaboma 

. 15 Notre Dame 

. 28 Arkansas 


MISSISSIPPI 
. 30 Central Florida 
. 6 SMU 
. 13 at Auburn 
. 27 Vonderbilt 
. 4 atTennessee 
. 18 of LSU 
. 25 Alabama 
. 6 Arkansas 
. 15 at Tulane 
. 22 Georgia 
. 29 at Mississippi State 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 
Aug. 30 Memphis 
Sept. 6 Kentucky 
Sept. 13 LSU 

Sept. 27 South Corolina 
Oct. 4 at Georgia 
Oct, 11 NE Louisiana 
Oct, 25 Central Florida 
Nov. 1 at Auburn 
Nov, 15 at Alabame 
Nov, 22 at Arkansas 
Nov. 29 Mississippi 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
Central Florido 
at Georgia 
at East Carolina 
at Mississippi State 
Auburn 
Kentucky 
ct Arkansas* 
Vanderbilt 
at Tennessee 
Florida 


TENNESSEE 


Aug. 30 
Sept. 6 
Sept. 20 
Od. 4 
Oct. 11 
Oct. 18 
Nov, | 
Nov. 8 
Nov. 15 
Nov, 22 
Nov. 29 


* Birmingham, AL 


Texas Tech 

ar UCLA 

at Florida 
Mississippi 

Georgia 

at Alabome* 

South Corolina 
Southern Mississippi 
at Arkansos** 

at Kentucky 


Vanderbilt 
** Little Rock, AR 


VANDERBILT 


Aug. 30 
Sept. 11 
Sep!. 20 
Sept. 27 
Od. 4 
Oct. 1) 
Od. 18 
Oct. 25 
Nov. 8 
Nov. 15 
Nov, 29 


North Texas 
Alaboma 

TCU 

at Mississippi 

(SU 

at Northern Illinois 
Georgia 

at South Carolina 
at Florida 
Kentucky 

at Tennessee 


WAC 


AIR FORCE 


20 
27 
3 
ih 
18 
Berd 
1 
8 
. 15 
ee 


Idaho 

at Rice 

UNLV 

at Colorado State 
San Diego State 
Citadel 

ot Navy 

Fresno State 

at San Jose State 
at Hawaii 

Army 

Wyoming 


Washington 

ot Arizona State 
ot SMU 

Utah State 

ot Rice 

Howaii 

TCU 

ot Texas-El Paso 
Tulso 

ot New Maxico 
Utch 


COLORADO STATE 


. 30 
6 
Pal K] 
. 20 
4 
iW 
18 
5 25 
1 
8 
22 


Nevada 

at Colorado 

at Utah Stote 
Air Force 
Hawaii 

at San Jose State 
at Wyoming 
Tulsa 

at UNLV 

Fresno State 

at Son Diego State 


FRESNO STATE 


Aug. 30 
Sept. 6 
Sept, 13 
Sept. 20 
Od, 4 
Oct. 11 
Oct, 18 
Oct. 25 
Nov. 
Nov, 
Nov, 
Nov. 


Portland State 
Boylor 

at Oklahoma State 
at Oregon 

Utch 

‘at Hawaii 

at Air Force 
UNLV 

at San Jose State 
at Colorado State 
San Diego State 
Wyoming 


HAWAII 

Aug. 30 Minnesoto 
Sept. 13. Wyoming 
Sept. 20 at UNLV 

Oct. 4 atColorado State 
Oct, 11 Fresno State 
Oct, 18 ot BYU 

Oct. 25 San Diego Stote 
Nov. 1 Air Force 

Nov. 15 at San Jose Siote 
Nov. 22 NE Lovisiona 
Nov. 29 Notre Dame 


NEW MEXICO 
. 30 Northern Arizona 
. 6 New Maxico State 
. 13° at Texas£l Paso 
. 27 at Utah State 
. 4 SMU 
. 11 atSan Diego State 
. 18 Rice 
. 25 at Utah 
. | at TCU 
. 15 BYU 
. 22 Tulsa 


Air Force 
. 13 at Tulone 
. 20 at Northwestern 
. 27 Texas 
. 4 atTulso 
. 11 BYU 
. 18 at New Mexico 
1 at SMU 
eBeTCu 
. 15 ot Utah 
. 22 TexasEl Paso 


SAN DIEGO STATE 
Navy 
ot Washington 
at Wisconsin 
ot Air Force 
ot Arizona 
New Mexico 
UNLV 
at Hawaii 
‘at Wyoming 
Son Jose State 
at Fresno State 
Colorado State 


SAN JOSE STATE 
Sept, 6 at Stanford 
Sept. 13 Wisconsin 
Sept. 20 at Wyoming 
Oct. 4 at Oregon State 
Oct. 11 Colorado State 
Oct. 18 at Texas£l Paso 
Oct. 25 Air Force 
1 Fresno State 

. 8 atSan Diego State 

. 15 Hawaii 

. 22 at UNLV 


at Mississippi 
Arkansas 
Novy 

BYU 

at New Mexico 
ot Utah 
Wyoming 
Rice 

Texas-El Paso 
at Tulsa 

ot TCU 


at Kansas 

Utoh 

at Vanderbilt 
North Carolina 
at UNLV 

Tulsa 

at BYU 

New Mexico 
ot Rice 

at Texas-El Paso 
SMU 


at Cincinnati 

at lowa 
Missouri 

Rice 

Texas! Poso 
at TCU 

at Colorado State 
Utch 

ot BYU 

SMU 

at New Mexico 


ot Nevada 

at Air Force 
Hawaii 

Illinois State 

at Southern California 
TCU 

at San Diego State 
ot Fresno State 
Colorado State 

at Wyoming 

San Jose State 


Utah Stote 

at Lovisville 
of TCU 
Texas-El Paso 
ot Fresno State 
SMU 

at Oregon 
New Mexico 
at Tulso 

Rice 

ot BYU 


TEXAS-EL PASO 


Sept. 6 
Sept. 13 
Sept, 20 
Sept. 27 
Oct. 4 
Oct. 11 
Od, 18 
Nov. 1 
Nov. 8 
Nov, 15 
Nov. 22 


ot LSU 

New Mexico 
at Utah 

New Mexico State 
ot Clemson 

ot Tulsa 

San Jose State 
BYU 

ot SMU 

TCU 

at Rice 


WYOMING 


Aug. 28 
Sept. 6 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 27 
Od 4 
Oct. 11 
Oct, 18 
Oct, 25 
Nov, 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


at Ohio State 
lowa State 

at Hawaii 

San Jose State 
at Colorado 
Montana 

at Nevada 
Colorado State 
at SMU 

San Diego State 
UNLV 

at Air Force 

at Fresno State 
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SPEED AND SIZE.SIZE AND SPEED. 

In football, youd better have one. And youd better have the other. 

That's basically how recruiting works: Go find guys with size and 
speed. Fast is a lot better than slow. Big is a lot beffer than small. 

Big and fast beats small and slow almost every time. And so as we take 
a look at the Top 25 recruiting classes of 1997, as selected by SuperPrep 
recruiting guru Allen Wallace, we'll see how teams got faster and bigger. 
(Conference ratings may not agree with national ratings due to different expert opinions) 


1. FLORIDA STATE 


THE SEMINOLES WOULD HAVE BEEN NO. 1 EVEN WITHOUT THE LATE 
signing of the nation’s top running back, Travis Minor, who chose FSU over LSU, 
Florida and Notre Dame four days affer signing day. Although Minor is a huge 
catch, the true strength of the Seminoles’ class resides in the defensive line, 
where they signed three of the top nine players in the country. Bobby Bowden 
even signed a superb kicker, Sebastian Janikowski, who turned down over a 
million dollars to play pro soccer in Poland. 

THE SIZE: Jamal Reynolds and David Warren are among the top defensive 
linemen entering college football next year. Reynolds was a dominant prep defen- 
sive end with 173 tackles as a senior. If Reynolds wasn’t the best high school 
defensive lineman, if was Warren, the Texas Class 5A state player of the year 

THE SPEED: Minor is one of the best prep running backs ever fo come out 
of Baton Rouge. He averaged nearly nine yards per carry as a senior and scored 
47 TDs. He goes to FSU from the same high school as Warrick Dunn, and could 
pick up where Dunn left off. Strong safety Derrick Gibson is as good as anyone 
in the country, and the Seminoles’ ability to get him from the hometown Hurri- 
canes is another reason they ended up No. 1. 


2. PENN STATE 


JOE PATERNO RULES THE HEARTS OF PENNSYLVANIA FOOTBALL FANS 
and usually has his pick of in-state prep talent. The Nittany Lions signed six of the 
state’s nine best to follow up last year's national-best class. After signing a top 
quarterback and good defensive line group last year, the strength of this class lies 
in offensive linemen, tight ends and linebackers. Five of the offensive line signees 
were All-America selections. 

THE SIZE: Kareem McKenzie (6-6, 330) is the marquee name in the offen- 
sive line group, which has a quartet of featured attractions. He was the last of 
the five fo commit, choosing PSU over Michigan. Linebackers Ron Graham (6- 
3, 240), LaVar Arrington (6-4, 225) and Joe McKinney (6-3, 238) should 
have no trouble fitting in at Linebacker U. 

THE SPEED: Running back Omar Easy was considered the No. 1 prospect 
at any position in the Northeast. Defensive back/RB James Boyd was a first- 
team USA Today All-America selection. The Nittany Lions won receiver Sam 
Crenshaw in a battle with Ohio State. 


3. FLORIDA 


WINNING IS THE ULTIMATE RECRUITING TOOL, AND THE GATORS’ 
national championship is attractive even to those who don’t like coach Steve 
Spurrier’s flamboyant style and comments. Spurrier’s dedication to the Gators 
shows commitment. He commands a confidence among recruits that is unsur- 
passed, Spurrier’s high-point offense draws the attention of receivers, and Florida 
signed three of the top 11 in the country. It is a haul that may be the best ever by 
one school at the position. Other than running back, which will likely be a focus 
next year, all positions were taken care of nicely. 

THE SIZE: Defensive lineman Gerard Warren was a huge signing-day gift for 
the Gators. He could see playing time at tackle right away after leading his high 
school to three straight state titles and wrapping up quarterbacks for 36 career sacks, 
Fellow defensive-liner Thaddeus Bullard also could make a quick impression. 

THE SPEED: Travis Taylor could be the fastest of the five receivers Florida 
signed. The best, as far as prep stardom and potential go, are Steve Shipp and 
Darrell Jackson. 
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4, MICHIGAN 


LLOYD CARR'S WOLVERINES HAVE MORE THAN A REGIONAL IMPACT, 
which broadens the number of stars from which to choose. Michigan signed kids 
from 12 states, ranging from New Jersey through Tennessee, Louisiana and all 
the way to California. The bulk of the class is on the offensive line, which boasts 
four star-quality players. Although Texas defensive end Grant Irons chose not to 
follow his brother, Jarrelt, fo Michigan and went to Notre Dame instead, the 
Wolverines can plug the interior gaps with defensive lineman Maurice Williams. 

THE SIZE: Williams is considered one of the top 50 players in the nation. 
Linebackers Jake Frysinger, Eric Brackins and Anthony Jordan give Carr one of 
the nation’s best incoming trios at the position. 

THE SPEED: California running back Pat McCall is one of the fastest any- 
where and leads a strong group of ballcarriers that is rounded out by Anthony 
Thomas, Ray Jackson and Demetrius Smith. A quartet of defensive backs, led by 
DeWayne Patmon, also should be a strength into the next century. 


5. COLORADO 


BUFFS COACH RICK NEUHEISEL CAN SEAL A DEAL AND TANTALIZE A 
recruit’s mind beter than anyone. His desire to bring every good ballplayer pos- 
sible to Boulder, combined with his personality and great on-field success, is 
very effective. Neuheisel convinced receiver Cedric Cormier that Colorado was 
better for him than the home state Texas Longhorns, and did the same with Ari- 
zona lineman Erin Huizingh, stealing him from Arizona State. Neuheisel, who 
played at UCLA, recruits California — especially the San Diego area — as well 
as anyone in the Pac-10. 

THE SIZE: Offensive lineman Victor Rogers is enormous (6-7, 308) and 
agile enough to average a double-double on the basketball court. He'll likely be 
penciled into the second string before a 1997 snap is made. Huizingh and 
Andre Gurode are similarly talented offensive line prospects. Linebacker Ty Gre- 
gorak has the size and strength to follow the footsteps of Butkus Award winner 
Matt Russell, but could eventually wind up in a three-point stance. 

THE SPEED: Cormier will zip through the thin air of Boulder affer hauling in 
passes with headline ability. Roman Hollowell is likely to step in returning kicks 
with flair, and defensive backs Albus Brooks and Nate Wright Jr. should have 
early impacts. 


6. ALABAMA 


THE CRIMSON TIDE WENT THROUGH THE RECRUITING PROCESS 
methodically without much attention until it landed superstar defensive lineman 
Kenny Smith. Smith wanted to go to Florida originally, but his father was one of 
the people with whom Steve Spurrier did not connect. So Alabama accepted his 
signature to headline a solid class and gain recognition. The class is strong at 
defensive back and running bock, and the O-line group can hold its own with the 
nation’s best. There is question at quarterback. None were signed last year ond 
this year's signee, Andrew Zow, is coming off an ACL tear and a wing-T offense. 

THE SIZE: Smith (6-4, 290) from Meridian, Miss., leads a five-headed 
defensive line group that is among the nation’s best. He was the stale defensive 
player of the year affer totaling 172 tackles and 10 sacks. 

THE SPEED: Defensive back Chris Reler is one of three players from Jack- 
sonville’s dominant Bolles program. He should earn early playing time at cor- 
ner, where he picked off 10 passes in high school. 


7. TEXAS 


THE LONGHORNS ARE BACK IN THE RACE FOR THE NATION'S ELITE. 
Even though their group of signees is stellar, it could have been phenomenal if it 
had been able to hold onto Cedric Cormier (Colorado), David Warren (FSU) and 
John Norman (Texas Tech), There’s a good chance that running back Darnell 
McDonald is lost to o huge signing bonus from major league baseball. Still, John 
Mackovic landed some fine talent that should help Texas remain the king of the 
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Big 12 South Division. 
ZE: Lineman Leonard Davis is one of the biggest incoming freshmen 
In the nation at 6-5, 350 pounds. And he’s still growing. He could end up on 
either line and has been compared to Ohio State's Orlando Pace. 
THE SPEED: Tailback Hodges Mitchell and fullback DeAndre Lewis give the 
Longhorns a home-grown backfield better than most. Joe Walker could play 
corner or safety and has the ability fo hit hard and run fast 


8. TENNESSEE 


ACADEMIC QUALIFICATION CONCERNS OF THREE HIGHLIGHTED 
signees keep the Vols from being considered a top five group. Regardless of 
those concerns, there are just too many great athletes to knock the class down 
any further. The group is strong at receiver and |ight on the defensive line, but 
should do well to satisfy the lofty expectations of the Knoxville fans. 

THE SIZE: Austin Kemp (6-4, 220) was the Tennessee state defensive 
player of the year and is versatile enough to end up at either defensive end or 
outside linebacker. Cosey Coleman (6-5, 305) could play on either line with his 
agility and strength. 

THE SPEED: Safety Deon Grant, who SuperPrep magazine rated as the 
No. 1 defensive back in the country, is headed north from Georgia. At 6-3, 190 
pounds, Grant can move (4.5) and has all the credentials that indicate he will 
be a star. A chance to play early lured him to Knoxville instead of FSU, Georgia 
or Georgia Tech. 


9. NOTRE DAME 


YES, THE ACADEMICS AT SUCH AN ILLUSTRIOUS SCHOOL MAKE IT DIFFICULT 
to recruit every star, and a coaching change provided an obstacle that you can 
bet other schools pointed out, but Notre Dame landed right in its usual spot 
among the nation’s elite. The Irish mystique is still the only recruiting tool 
needed, and more kids than not want to touch the “Play Like A Champion 
Today” sign on their way to the field, 

THE SIZE: Kurt Vollers (6-7, 270) committed to Notre Dame before his 
senior season. He was rated by nearly everyone as one of the nation’s top 10 
linemen. Grant Irons, whose father Gerald played for the Cleveland Browns and 
whose brother Jarrett was a Michigan All-American, won the Dial Award as the 
nation’s top-rated high school student-athlete in any sport. He’s an NFL-potential 
defensive end. 

THE SPEED: Tony Driver runs right alongside Travis Minor as the biggest 
running back recruit in the nation. At 6-3, 220, he burns a 4.4 40-yard dash 
and can run, catch, block and cause defenders to miss, Career totals: 3,460 
yards, 48 TDs rushing, 22 TDs receiving. 


10. NORTH CAROLINA 


NORTH CAROLINA HAS BEEN STEADILY PLAYING WITH THE 
national elife in recruiting wars under coach Mack Brown and has now 
broken into the top 10, UNC signed a trio of bound-for-glory running 
backs — Rufus Brown, Ravon Anderson and Domonique Williams — but 
there is concern that no offensive linemen signed on after geiting just two 
last year. Entering Big 12 territory to get Denver defensive lineman Josh 
Graham and the SEC area for Louisiana QB Phillip Deas shows the Tar 
Heels’ national appeal 

THE SIZE: Graham is the only kid of any size UNC signed. At 6-3, 265 
pounds, he was a stellar prep player. His twin brother signed with Colorado. 

THE SPEED: Anderson (5-10, 185) is a two-way talent who rushed for 
1,400 yards and had 90 tackles as a senior, but is likely fo be carrying the 
ball for the Heels, It’s a toss-up with Brown as to who will make the quick- 
est contribution. Brown is a bit bigger (6-1, 195) ond combines it Impres- 
sively with 4.45 speed, 


11. LSU 


KEEPING BATON ROUGE’S TRAVIS MINOR AT HOME WOULD HAVE 
been a huge addition, but he won't be missed all that much considering the 
Tigers signed one of the nation’s elite groups of running backs last season. 
Gerry DiNardo has become a strong recruiter and his ability to sign quarterback 
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Rohan Davey amid the Josh Booty “Will | be a quarterback or a baseball 
player?" dilemma was significant. Davey, considered the country’s second-best 
QB by some, should have a fine group of receivers to throw to. LSU's combina- 
tion of receivers and tight ends may be the best group in the country. 

THE SIZE: Joe Domingeaux (6-4, 230) comes from Crowley, La., as 
an All-America tight end. He has all the qualities to be effective in a run or 
pass offense. 

THE SPEED: Davey will have terrific speed to connect with in Michael 
Hayes and Robert Davis, who is just 5-9, but runs a 4.4. And DB Fred Booker 
also can burn. 


12. TEXAS A&M 


THE AGGIES’ CLASS IS BALANCED OVERALL, BUT DEFINITELY 
strongest at defensive line. R.C. Slocum signed a group of six that included 
four All-Americans and edged Florida State for the top group of defensive 
linemen. Receiver Robert Williams stood the Aggies up just as he did Stan- 
ford, which leaves wide receiver as the only weak spot. 

THE SIZE: Not many quarterbacks fit this role, but at 240 pounds, Matt 
Schobel is not your average signal-caller. In fact, although he is a talented 
quarterback, he may be more important at tight end. We'll have to wait and 
see here. 

THE SPEED: No, our categories aren't mixed, the Aggies do have 
defensive linemen, Robert Bernard and Tango McCauley, who belong in the 
speed category because they each exceed 250 pounds and run 4.8 40s. 


13. MIAMI 


BUTCH DAVIS PROVED HE WAS THE RIGHT SELECTION TO TAKE 
over the embattled Hurricanes’ program by securing a superlative group of 
19. The wide receivers — Robert Williams, Daryl Jones and Reggie Wayne 
— are amazing. Miami won commitment battles for Williams (over Stan- 
ford and A&M); defensive lineman Adrian Wilson (Southern Cal) and Marty 
Bibla (Pit). Locking up the states best quarterback, Kenny Kelly of Tampa, 
helped to find the receivers. 

THE SIZE: Wilson was Arkansas’ top prospect and could be a domi- 
nant nose guard. Clint Hurt has a great name for a 6-4, 285-pound defen- 
sive lineman, and he can do it. 

THE SPEED: Williams and Jones each go better than 4.5. Williams has 
run a 10.4 100 meters and has NFL receiver size (6-4, 216), 


14, USC 


THE TROJANS SIGNED A GREAT GROUP OF SKILL KIDS, INCLUDING 
10 SuperPrep All-Americans. Of concern is the lack of linemen, Its tight end 
group is strong, though, and if someone is. quick enough to convert to 
defensive end it would help. Also, John Robinson signed no offensive line- 
men following a strong group in 1996. But as far as defensive backs, line- 
backers and running backs go, it is one of the best groups in the country. 

THE SIZE: The only big player was one of the last to commit, defensive 
tackle Tommie Townsend (6-4, 255). He and Ryan Nielsen (6-5, 235) 
were the two defensive line signees. 

THE SPEED: All the defensive backs, receivers and running backs have 
it. DB Antuan Simmons (4.5), WR Rodney Perry (4.5), RB Maleafou 
Mackenzie (4.55 for a fullback) and RB Eric Reese (4.4) rival Washington 
for the fastest class in the West. 


15. CLEMSON 


DURING THE EARLY RETURNS OF RECRUITING SEASON, IT APPEARED 
the instate-rival South Carolina Gamecocks were winning, but later in Janu- 
ary, the Tigers and coach Tommy West sealed the deal with several 
prospects who made their class one of the best in the ACC. Although the 
group is dominated by three quarterbacks, solid running backs and defen- 
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sive backs, offensive linemen Kyle Young and Neely Page will bring respect 
to the trenches. 

THE SIZE: Jovan Bush is a fine athlete who is one of South Carolina's 
best and is likely to use his 6-4, 260-pound frame at defensive end. He is ver- 
satile enough that tight end could be a possibility. 

THE SPEED: Running back Travis Zachery has 4.4 speed and 4,000 
yards and 51 touchdowns in high school on his resume. Defensive back 
Robert Carswell was a victory over Notre Dame. 


16. OHIO STATE 


AFTER BEING ONE OF THE NATIONAL ELITE RECRUITERS LAST YEAR, 
the Buckeyes slipped a bit this year, probably partially due to the strength of 
recent classes and the apparent wait for playing time. The one factor keeping 
Ohio State out of the top 10, though, is academics. As many as 10 signees 
hadn't qualified by signing day, but at least half figured to wind up on cam- 
pus. There won't be anyone in this class with the same impact as superfrosh 
Andy Katzenmoyer, but several are promising. One interesting aspect is the 
Buckeyes signing two quarterbacks out of California and neither one consid- 
ered fo be a real great one. 

THE SIZE: Offensive lineman Tam Hopkins is an All-American from 
Florida with Orlando Pace size (6-5, 325). 

THE SPEED: Another Floridian, Miami linebacker Courtland Bullard, moves 
his 6-3, 210-pound All-America frame for 40 yards in 4.6 seconds. Receiver 
Reggie Germany could be a huge plus if he qualifies, Wide receiver Ken-yon 
Rambo from California wos an important late addition for the Buckeyes 


17. SOUTH CAROLINA 


THE BEST GAMECOCKS’ CLASS IN THE PAST DOZEN YEARS IS DEEP 
— 29 signees. With so many players, the class can’t help but be balanced. 


The strongest positions are offensive line and linebacker, where two All-Ameri- 
cans — Marco Hutchinson and Alonzo Shuler — are set to move in. A key to 
the class could be the transition of quarterback Phil Petty to the college game. 

THE SIZE: All-America offensive lineman Jason Cox is one of six at the 
position who garnered fair recognition. 

THE SPEED: Running back Ryght Jordan will be a headline-writer's 
dream when he uses his 4.45 speed to find the end zone for SC. Wideout 
Brian Scoit looks like he has NFL potential. 


18. NORTHWESTERN 


GARY BARNETT’S DECISION TO STAY IN EVANSTON AND PASS ON 
the Notre Dame job solidified Northwestern’s chance of being more than a 
couple-season wonder in the Bigger 10, The Wildcats stepped up and won 
G battle with Stanford, Washington, UCLA and Colorado for Hawaiian offen- 
sive lineman Michael Souza. The only position lacking is the interior defen- 
sive line, but everybody has trouble finding quality kids there. 

THE SIZE: Souza, a strong student, was attracted to Northwestern’s 
academics and will soon become an attraction on the field. The weather will 
be tough fo get used to, but a winter trip to Pasadena would make up for it. 
Offensive lineman Lance Clelland also is highly regarded. 

THE SPEED: Running back Damien Anderson is one of just five kids from 
Illinois, and should make the home folks proud with his moves and 4.5 speed. 


19. NEBRASKA 


TOM OSBORNE LANDED ENOUGH STARS TO KEEP NEBRASKA IN THE 
hunt for the national fitle in the future, an he did especially well at his tearn’s 
most crucial position: QB. Nebraska requires a belfer option quarterback 
than anyone in the nation, and got two, Eric Crouch and Bobby Newcombe 
will have a serious battle for the chance to impersonate Tommy Frazier 

THE SIZE: Kyle Vanden Bosch was an All-America linebacker consid- 
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ered the gem of the Cornhuskers’ defensive prospects. He will team up with 
Tracey Wistrom fo make a formidable duo in the core of ihe defense. 

THE SPEED: Dion Booker follows his brother Michael to Lincoln and 
could fill his position in the defensive backfield. Some college coaches rated 
Booker as the nation’s best DB. Newcombe runs a 4.4 and was a two-way 
All-New Mexico selection. 


20. AUBURN 


TRYING TO GET BACK TO THE LEVEL OF COACH TERRY BOWDEN’S 
first season, the Tigers signed six All-Americans. The strengths are quarter- 
back — Meiko Collier and Jason Standridge will battle for playing time — 
defensive line and defensive back. Getting defensive lineman Thomas 
Pittman, who had told Gerry DiNardo he was headed to LSU, was a bonus. 
Auburn also raided the state of Florida, picking up nine recruits. 

THE SIZE: Pittman was considered the No. 2 prospect in Louisiana and 
was tabbed as the fop defensive tackle in the nation by USA Today. 

THE SPEED: Free safety Stanford Simmons mixes strong tackling ability 
with 4.4 speed. He had 12 interceptions in 15 senior-season games to key 
an Alabama state championship. He was a starter in the eighth grade and 
also is a great basketball player. 


21. WASHINGTON 


THE HUSKIES ALWAYS HAVE SATISFIED THE SIZE QUOTIENT, AND 
this season focused on speed. There might not be a faster class out there. 
WR/RB Frank Candela, WR Terry Tharps, WR JaWarren Hooker, DB Lenny 
Haynes, DB Omare Lowe and WR Pat Reddick all run 4.4 or better. Then 
there's quarterback/safety Marques Tuiasosopo, He is one of the best ath- 
letes on the West Coast, and pro baseball could be a factor, 

THE SIZE: Toalei Mulitauaopele, a 6-7, 320-pound defensive lineman, 
will be one of the most interesting stories in all of college football this fall. 
Affer a stellar prep career in Seattle, he was sentenced to 54 months in 
prison for his role in a double-murder that he claimed not to have anything 
to do with, He's served his time and played two seasons at Walla Walla 
Junior College with the intent of becoming a Pac-10 terror. 

THE SPEED: Of all the aforementioned burners, JaWarren Hooker is the 
fastest and will double as a track star. He has 10.4 100-meter speed and, 
although he was primarily a running back in high school, he'll likely use the 
speed to beat DBs as a receiver. 


22. STANFORD 


REMEMBER THE NAME RANDY FASANI. CONSIDERED THE TOP 
quarterback in the country, the Sacramento product committed early to 
begin a solid run for Stanford and coach Tyrone Willingham, Fasani gives 
the Cardinal one of the nation’s elite groups of QBs, considering starter 
Chad Hutchinson has come on strong and is just a sophomore. As usual, 
Stanford signed a geographically diverse group of 22 players from 13 
states, The class satisfies all Stanford's needs. 

THE SIZE: The last gem to come out of Idaho was Pac-10 offensive 
player of the year Jake Plummer. Stanford hopes it has the next jewel in 
TE/DE Austin Lee. The Cardinal got Lee in a battle with Ohio State, USC and 
Colorado, even though his dad played for the Buffs. 

THE SPEED: There isn’t much overwhelming speed in the group, so the 
best may be running back Eddie Gayles of Seattle. Gayles’ brother Leland 
plays for Arizona. 


23. KANSAS STATE 


FIVE YEARS AGO, IT DIDN'T SEEM POSSIBLE THAT THE WILDCATS 
could attract a top 25 recruiting class. When Bill Snyder took over in 1988, 
there were only 47 scholarship players in the program. K-State now has 85 
quality scholarship kids. The Wildcats were No. 1 in the nation in signing 
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QUARTERBACKS 


TIGHT ENDS 


Kenyon Rambo 6-1 185 Long Beach, CA (Poly) 


junior college talent, according to SuperPrep magazine, and there are three 
prep All-Americans in the group. 

THE SIZE: DeVane Robinson could be a standout on either side of the 
ball. The Oklahoma product has cat-like quickness and made 135 stops 
with seven sacks as a senior. 

THE SPEED: The glory player in the Wildcats’ class is another Okla- 
homan, receiver Julius McMillan. He’s exciting every time he touches the 
ball and could be an effective kick returner. 


24, OKLAHOMA 


JOHN BLAKE MADE GREAT STRIDES IN SIGNING 28 PLAYERS, 
including four All-Americans. The Sooners addressed needs at running 
back, receiver and linebacker, and signed one of the nation’s most brilliant 
defensive players in Rocky Bright. Oklahoma, somewhat like Big 12 rival K- 
State, fared well in the juco ranks, signing five of the nation’s top 100, 

THE SIZE: Bright, from Tulsa, stayed near home to the disappointment 
of Notre Dame, UCLA, Florida State, Michigan and Texas A&M. He is the 
type of star-quality player needed to turn a program around. 
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THE SPEED: Chris Lewis has a running back’s build with breakaway 
speed that he'd rather use at receiver. If that doesn’t work out, he could be 
an effective defensive back. 


25. GEORGIA TECH 


THE RAMBLIN’ WRECK SUCCESSFULLY RAIDED THE NORTHEAST, 
coming away with All-Americans in tight end Russell Matvay and defensive 
lineman Guenter Kryszon. George O'Leary also signed four other All-Ameri- 
cans in a balanced group. One big loss for Georgia Tech was Mississippi 
tunning back Rufus Brown, who went fo North Carolina. 

THE SIZE: Huge may be an understatement for the Jackets’ group of 
offensive line signees. Michael Byrne (6-5, 285) and Jess Moody (6-6, 
290) are small compared fo 6-9, 350-pounder Jon Carman, the largest 
player in Tech history. 

THE SPEED: Receiver Rashad Jones caught more than 130 passes 
as a prep player and will use his 4.45 speed to do the same in Atlanta. 
He turned down Miami and national champion Florida to sign with the 
Ramblin’ Wreck. 
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FLORIDA No. 1 (AGAIN!) 


Simmons will likely be the first defensive back who really fits Bill 


ALABAMA 


New coach Mike DuBose avoided the pitfalls of a coaching 
transition and rounded up the third-best class in the SEC. The 
late signing of Kenny Smith put the finishing touch on a group 
that should provide the Tide with immediate help at several posi- 


tions and excellent depth at others. 


The Tide is known for defense. No team signed a better 
group of defensive backs or defensive linemen. Kecalf Bailey and 
Tony Dixon are big-time stars at defensive back, while Sam 
Matthews and Kenny Smith are the top two defensive linemen 


signed by any SEC team. 


At linebacker, Travis Carroll is exceptional. For a program 
loaded with spectacular runners, to pick up the likes of Antoneyo 
Williams, Adam Cox and Shaun Bohannon is remarkable. 

Headliner: Defensive lineman Matthews was the top-rated 
player in Florida. Big Sam plays sideline to sideline. 

Sleeper: Larry Paul is a defensive end prospect with awe- 
some athletic ability who could contribute right away. 


ARKANSAS 


The Hogs did not have a great deal of 
talent to work with in Arkansas this year, so 
it is no surprise that this class is not highly 
rated. However, Danny Ford evaluates tal- 
ent well, and his recruiting in the state of 
Texas could be important as time goes by. 

From the Lone Star state, Chris Brooks 
and Sacha Lancaster are defensive linemen 
with good potential. Grant Sumner, another 
Texan, is a big, strong quarterback who 
could be a good one in a couple of years. 

Headliner: Ron Johnson is one of 
the South’s top-rated running backs. He 
has great power and speed in the sub-4.5 
range. He should fit in well with Arkansas’ 
other big backs. 

Sleeper: Jared McBride is a solid 
quarterback prospect with good size. 


AUBURN 


A relatively slow start seems to have left 
the feeling that Auburn had a so-so year in 
recruiting. Of course, nothing could be fur- 
ther from the truth. 

Auburn finished fast by signing the top 
player in Louisiana, Thomas Pittman, the 
most exciting running back in Florida, 
Demontray Carter, and a big-time line- 
backer in James Callier. Asa Francis is 
another special player who stands to make 
an early impact and adds some new capa- 
bilities to the Auburn defense. Stanford 
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Oliver's system. This is a strong class from the standpoint of ath- 
letic ability, and it fills some needs in spectacular fashion. 
Headliner: Thomas Pittman could be an impact player as a 
freshman at defensive tackle. 
Sleeper: It is not possible to find a more perfect fit for Terry 
Bowden's offense at tailback than Demontray Carter. 


FLORIDA 


The Gators hovered close to a great year from beginning to 
end. Finally, after some one-on-one battles, Steve Spurrier and 
his coaches came away with a class that edges Tennessee for the 
SEC’s top spot and finishes number two in the South behind 


Florida State. 


Offense is the name of the game at Florida. However, it was 
a defensive signee, Gerard Warren, who capped off this class. 
Florida is in an enviable position with this class. The top players 
are of such quality that failure seems unlikely. The less well- 
known in the group all seem to have the potential to be excep- 


tional players. 


Headliner: Steve Shipp is a sure bet to have an early 


FRESHMEN OF INFLUENCE 


NAME 

KECALF BAILEY 
TONY DIXON 
FRED BOOKER 
ALEX BROWN 
JAMES CALLIER 
TRAVIS CARROLL 


DEMONTRAY CARTER 


ROHAN DAVEY 


HT 
5-10 
6-2 
5-9 
6-3 
om 
6-4 
5-10 
6-3 


BRIAN HAUGABROOK &1 


SAM MATTHEWS 
CARLOS SPIKES 
GERARD WARREN 
COSEY COLEMAN 
DEON GRANT 
JAMAL LEWIS 
JASPER SANKS 
JOE DOMINGEAUX 
JESSE PALMER 
THOMAS PITTMAN 


TERRENCE METCALF 


BRIAN SCOTT 
STEVE SHIPP 
ALONZO SHULER 
KENNY SMITH 
AUSTIN KEMP 


6-6 
6-1 
6-4 
6-5 


WT 
175 
190 
175 
230 
223 
230 
185 
220 
200 
275 
190 
295 
310 
190 
220 
215 
245 
205 
265 
286 
190 
190 
245 
295 
210 


HOMETOWN 
Tuscaloosa, AL 
Reform, AL 
Hammond, LA 
White Springs, FL 
Miami, FL 
Jacksonville, FL 
Pensacola, FL 
Hialeah, FL 
Wildwood, FL 
Jacksonville, FL 
Tallahassee, FL 
Raiford, FL 
Decatur, GA 
Augusta, GA 
Decatur, GA 
Columbus, GA 
Crowley, LA 
Ontario, Canada 
Reserve, LA 
Clarksdale, MS 
Darlington, SC 
Charlotte, NC 
St. Matthews, SC 
Meridian, MS 
Brentwood, TN 


COLLEGE 
Alabama 
Alabama 

LSU 

Florida 

Auburn 
Alabama 
Auburn 

LSU 

Florida 
Alabama 
South Carolina 
Florida 
Tennessee 
Tennessee 
Tennessee 
Georgia 

LSU 

Florida 

Auburn 
Mississippi 
South Carolina 
Florida 

South Carolina 
Alabama 
Tennessee 
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impact at wide receiver. Shipp waited 
until the end to make his decision public. 
His signing represents the answer to 

the question at wide receiver left by 
Reidel Anthony. 

Quarterback Jesse Palmer 
could be extremely important. Even though 
he is going to face some big adjustments, 
Palmer may make an early impression. His 
experience throwing under Canadian rules 
could make a difference. 


For some fans, signing the best player 
in the South might be enough reason to 
declare victory in recruiting. Of course, 
one great player is not enough to get the 
job done. However, it can certainly give 
the overall attitude a boost. When Jasper 
Sanks signed with the Dawgs, Georgia 
fans were at once excited and relieved. 
They were excited to add a big name to a 
good class, relieved that another big-time 
prosect had not chosen to leave the state. 

While Sanks was the big prize, there 
is no doubt that LaBronne Mitchell is the 
best pure athlete signed by Georgia. 
Mitchell is a good quarterback prospect, 
but he is more impressive at defensive 
back or wide receiver. He may be the 
missing piece in what could become a fine 
defensive secondary or a tremendous 
receiver corps. 

Without a doubt, Jasper 
Sanks, the South’s top prospect, leads 
this Georgia class. 
Defensive lineman Almalik 
Barber and defensive back Jermaine 
Phillips both fit in this category. 


The Wildcats had several new barriers 
to fight through this year. First, they had to 
sell players on a program that was not win- 
ning. Second, they had all the problems 
inherent with a coaching change. Of 
course, the old barriers of recruiting in a 
home state that has little talent traditionally 
and fighting off the big-time schools for the 
good ones that are available, continue. 

Undoubtedly, this Kentucky class has 
some very good players. The question is, 
do they have enough? 

Derek Homer is a run- 
ning back with awesome statistics who 
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has more than enough ability to play as 
a freshman. 

Nolan Devaughn is a big 
offensive lineman with loads of potential. 


Gerry DiNardo has been a good 
recruiter since day one at LSU. Every year 
his recruits have been exceptionally ath- 
letic. Every year he has signed a few with 
star potential. This year is no exception to 
that rule. The Tigers landed a class that 
will blend well with the last two classes of 
recruits. LSU fans will immediately see 
where some of these players should make 
an impact. This is not the killer class the 
LSU faithful hoped for, but it is a darned 
good one. 

Fullbacks like Tommy Banks are 
hard to find. In fact, there were only three 
of them in the South this year. Banks 
has potential. 

If you fancy great quickness and a killer 
instinct in your defensive linemen, Musk- 


ingum Barnes should be to your liking. 

Defensive back Fred 
Booker is one young man who should 
make an immediate impact. Keeping 
him away from the NFL may be the 
real headache. 

Wide receiver Abram Booty 
does so many things so well, that his lack 
of blazing speed may not matter. Look for 
him to play early. 


Ole Miss fans don’t care about overall 
ranking. They are still too excited about 
keeping Terrence Metcalf and Romaro 
Miller at home. Much as Miller's commit- 
ment led to the signing of Terrence Met- 
calf, Ole Miss faithful hope this is the 
beginning of a trend they have been fight- 
ing to establish for years. 

The Tuberville selling point has always 
been, “If we can just keep the best players 
in Mississippi at home.” Well they did not 
get them. Kenny Smith left, but in Miller 
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HOMETOWN (HS) 


Tuscaloosa, AL (Central) 


Sylvania, AL 


Montgomery, AL (Lee) 

Pelham, AL 

Laurens, SC 

Rock Hill, SC 

Winnsboro, SC (Fairfield Central) 


Nashville, TN (Pearl-Cohn) 
Murfreesboro, TN (Riverdale) 
Memphis, TN (Melrose) 


Folkston, GA (Charlton County) 


Sandersville, GA (Washington County) 
Folkston, GA (Charlton County) 


Lilburn, GA (Parkview) 
Boca Raton, FL 
Ft. Walton Beach, FL (Choctawhatchee) 


Ft. Walton Beach, FL 
Homestead, FL (South Dade) 
Kissimmee, FL (Osceola) 
Slidell, LA (Salmen) 


Donaldsonville, LA 
Carencro, LA 

Monroe, LA (West Monroe) 
Vancleve, MS 


Natchez, MS 
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and Metcalf the Rebels added two players 
of great importance to their program. 
They also got an outstanding defensive 
back in Dulymus McCallister. 
Headliner: No doubt about it, Met- 
calf is the top recruit in this class. He 
should be a dominant offensive lineman. 
Sleeper: Ronte Langs can play any 
skill position and a bunch of defensive 
positions, as well. He gets the job done. 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 


Without question, the story of this 
recruiting class is the junior college 
signees. Jackie Sherrill went the early-help 
route and brought in a solid group of 
junior college players who should com- 
pletely revamp the Mississippi State foot- 
ball team. 

Because State signed so few high 
school players, it is hard to compare them 
to other SEC schools. 

Headliner: Jamaal Dinkins is a big- 
time linebacker who runs and hits like a 
veteran SEC performer. 

Sleeper: Wayne Madkin is a striking 
athlete who shows some star potential. 
Madkin is exceptionally tall and has a 
strong arm. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Brad Scott may have finally crossed the 
talent level divide with this group of 
recruits. For what seems like years, the 
Gamecocks have had problems on the 
offensive and defensive lines. Try though 
they might, improvement seemed set on a 
slow path. Now it looks like that light at the 
end of the tunnel may not be an approach- 
ing train after all. 

Jason Cox, Taylor Irvin, Melvin Paige, 
Cleveland Pinckney and Phillip Jones com- 
prise a big, fast, potentially dominating class 
of linemen on both sides of the ball. Watch 
for big improvements in South Carolina's 
overall offensive and defensive look as these 
players are integrated into the system. 

Very few schools signed two wide 
receivers with the talent of Brian Scott 
and Carlos Spikes. These two could make 
playing quarterback at South Carolina 
quite rewarding. 

Headliner: Alonzo Shuler is a 
big-time linebacker who could start as 
a freshman. 

Sleeper: Ryght Jordan is a running back 
who can play. He is a leader with ability. 
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TENNESSEE 


This Tennessee class came very close 
to taking top honors in the SEC. If Ten- 
nessee is fortunate enough to avoid acade- 
mic casualties, coach Phillip Fulmer will be 
able to compare this class to any he has 
recruited. Travis Henry is a case in point. 
This young man is so much like Emmitt 
Smith, it’s scary. It may be that Henry will 
have to take the juco route. If not, he could 
combine with Jamal Lewis to give the Vols 
an amazing pair of runners. 

No one signed a better offensive line- 
man than Cosey Coleman. The problem is 
Coleman wants to play defense. We pre- 
dict more knowledgeable heads will prevail 
to the decided advantage of Tennessee’s 
offensive line. Cosey teams with John Fin- 
layson, Fred Weary and Reggie Coleman 
to give Tennessee one of the best group of 
offensive linemen in the South. 

Headliner: Jamal Lewis is a big 
back who may be Tennessee’s most 
important recruit. He seems like a perfect 
Jay Graham replacement. 


Sleeper: Andre Lott may have been 
the best player in Tennessee by season’s 
end. He'll definitely hit. 


VANDERBILT 


The Commodores are fighting an up- 
hill battle in a conference that recruits like 
the SEC. Although there are some good 
ones in this class, like Jimmy Williams and 
Rodney Williams, it is devoid of “impact 
players.” Of course, Vandy plays excellent 
team defense and this class will fill some 
needs, but it is hard to play in the Big 
Time without big-time talent. 

One thing is certain, Vanderbilt 
recruits all over the country. In fact, 
Vandy even recruits in Canada. 

Headliner: Rodney Williams is a 
highly underrated running back with great 
intelligence. 

Sleeper: Jimmy Williams is another 
excellent runner. Perhaps Jimmy and 
Rodney will pair to give the Commodores 
a top-notch running attack. 

— Forrest Davis 
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CRIMSON TIDE 


Not Standing Still, DuBose Wants to Move Forward 


t's not like the program has been in the dumps. In fact, things 

have gone rather well for Alabama the last six or seven sea- 

sons, what with winning one national championship, one 
Southeastern Conference championship, four SEC Western Divi- 
sion titles and six postseason bowl games. 

When the architect of that success, Gene Stallings, 
announced his resignation last fall, wasn’t defensive coordinator 
Mike DuBose promoted to preserve the status quo? 

Not in DuBose’s mind. Not by a long shot. 

In spite of all the winning, DuBose was bothered by the fact 
that the Crimson Tide was no longer thought of as the top team 
in the SEC. 

“Right now, every year everyone assumes Florida will be in 
the SEC Championship Game,” DuBose said. “Hopefully, in the 
near future, Alabama will be that team again. That’s the way it 
used to be. When you talked about the SEC, you started with 
Alabama. We want to get it back that way again.” 

In other words, anyone who thought DuBose was signing on 
as a caretaker to Stallings’ legacy was in for a rude awakening. 
Almost from the start, things have been different in Tuscaloosa. 

A new strength coach, former Tide and NFL lineman Terry 
Jones, was brought over from the basketball program, where he 
had worked wonders for such players as Roy Rogers, and put in 
charge of the football off-season conditioning program. 

A new offensive coordinator, Bruce Arians, was brought in 
from the NFL New Orleans Saints and — in a move that Stallings 
would never have approved of — given free reign to install the 
offense he wanted to coach. 

The two offensive line coach system was junked as 
DuBose brought in former Alabama lineman Neil Callaway in 
an effort to bring the line play up to cham- 
pionship standard. 

Clemson defensive coordinator 


rather than standing behind them and watching, was on another 
field working on the passing game. 

If the first defense was going against the scout team in short- 
yardage situations, then the second defense might be somewhere 
else, working on passing downs. 

Or maybe they were with Danny Pearman, who DuBose put 
in charge of special teams. DuBose has put a new emphasis on 
special teams play, making it a regular part of every practice, 
including full-speed work on kick returns, something Stallings 
shied away from out of fear of injury. 

One thing became clear right away. This wasn’t Gene 
Stallings’ team anymore. It didn’t take DuBose long to put his 
own stamp on it. 

“If your definition of winning is winning nine games, then this 
is a place anyone can win,” DuBose said. “But I truly believe the 
definition of winning is winning championships. That's the stan- 
dard that has been set here. That’s the standard we have to be 
able to live up to again.” 

Championships at Alabama have always been won with 
defense, and DuBose does not want that to change. However, 
while the Tide has won 70 games and a national championship 
over seven years with that “defense first” philosophy, Florida 
has won 73 games and a national championship dominating the 
SEC offensively. 

“My philosophy, offensively, is to spread the field,” DuBose 
said. “I want the defense to have to defend 52 yards horizontally 
and be conscious downfield. The more field you force the 
defense to defend, the more you open up the running lanes and 
passing lanes. 

“| want the quarterback to have complete control of the 
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Ellis Johnson, who was a vital part of the 
1992 national championship defensive 
staff, was brought back and put in charge 
of the Tide defense. 

But the biggest change came on the 
practice field. Determined to take advan- 
tage of every minute allowed under the 
NCAA's 20-hour rule, DuBose reworked 
the practice schedule so that there was very 
little standing around. 

If the first offense was working on the 
running game, then the second offense, 


TAILBACK DENNIS RIDDLE LED THE 
TIDE IN RUSHING WITH 1,079 YARDS 
AND 11 TOUCHDOWNS IN 1996. 
PHOTO BY MARK MCINTYRE 


1996: 10-3 overall; 6-2 SEC (Tie/1 st West) 

COACH: Mike DuBose — At Alabama and 
Overall: 1st year 

RETURNING STARTERS: 11; 6 Offense, 4 
Defense, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: TB Dennis Riddle, TB 
Shaun Alexander, QB Freddie Kitchens, DT 
Michael Myers, DE Chris Hood, CB 
Deshea Townsend, CB Fernando Bryant 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Alabama returns 
almost all of its offensive skill people, and 
can rebuild its defense around the league's 
dominant defensive tackle, Myers, and cor- 
nerbacks Townsend and Bryant. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The offensive line 
has to be rebuilt, the linebacking corps 
will be completely new, and a new offen- 
sive system could set that side of the ball 
back before it gets better. NCAA scholar- 
ship sanctions has made depth a serious 
problem. 

OVERVIEW: Despite having to rebuild the 
defense, Alabama has talent on that side 
of the ball. Winning on defense is nothing 
new for the Tide. What new head coach 
Mike DuBose wants to see is some offen- 
sive help. 
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HOMETOWN Hich ScHoot / Couece 


Kecalf BAILEY DB 5-10, 175 Tuscaloosa Central 
Parade All-American # Had 19 career blocked kicks @ As a senior, had six blocked punts, three intercep- 
tions, two blocked extra points and 49 tackles # Ranked No. 6 prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep. 


Michoel BARFIELD OL 6-5, 270 Dothan Northview 
Birmingham News Super Seniors @ All-State # Ranked No, 28 prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep. 


Name / Position Size 


Shaun BOHANON RB 6-2, 195 Oak Ridge, TN Oak Ridge 
As a senior, rushed for 2,440 yards and 32 touchdowns @ All-State @ Averaged 38.9 yards per kickolt 
return @ Three-year starter @ Ranked No. 8 prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep. 


Travis CARROLL LB 6-4, 230 Jacksonville, FL Bolles 
Twortime All-State # Rated No. 3 strong side linebacker nationally by National Recruiting Advisor # Ranked 
No. 5 linebacker nationally by SuperPrep. 


Adam COX RB 6-1, 220 Jasper Walker County 
Three-year starter @ All-State @ As a senior, ran for 1,364 yards on 160 carries and scored 17 touchdowns 
@ Rushed for 1,704 yards and 19 scores as a junior, 


Will CUTHBERT OL 6-6, 325 Fi. Pierce, FL Central | 
All-State @ Three-year starter # Excellent position blocker and super run blocker. | 
Marlon DAVIS TE 67, 235 Eastman, GA je County 


Dodg 
Three-year starter All-State @ As a sophomore, caught 10 passes for 301 yards and two scores, | 


A. J, DIAZ P/PK 5-9, 170 Miami, FL Springs | 
All-State # Averaged over 42 yards per punt Hit seven of nine field goal attempts and all 28 extra point 
attempts Longest field goal was 52 yards @ All-City soccer player. | 


Ton’ bey DB 62, 190 eds Pickens County : 
Ranked No. 62 prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep @ All-State @ Four-year starter @ As a senior, ran for 1,450 
yards and 18 feaciones and threw for hwo more scores @ Had six sacks and four interceptions. 


Shown DRAPER TE 6-4, 255 Huntsville Butler | 
Rated No, 14 player in Alabama by Tuscaloosa News @ Honorable mention All-State # As a senior, had | 
108 tackles and caught 18 passes @ Had over 500 receiving yards and 10 touchdowns as a junior. 


John FIELDING DB 61,185 Augusta, GA Josey 

As a senior, had 45 tackles and seven interceptions # Member of prep basketball and track teams, 

Chris HORNE DB 6-1, 200 Sandersville, GA poten County 
All-State @ Helped team to state tile @ As a senior, caught 49 passes for 735 yards @ Had five interceptions, 
two sacks, three recovered fumbles and 10 passes broken up. 

Quincy JACKSON WR 61,190 Brundidge East Mississippi JC 


Caught 43 passes for 1,170 yards and 12 scores last season @ Led Mississippi junior colleges with 37-yard 
kickoff return average and averaged 15 yards per punt return @ Junior college All-American, 


Som MATTHEWS DL 6-6, 275 Jacksonville, FL Bolles 
Ranked No, 6 defensive lineman nationally by SuperPrep # Rated No. 3 defensive tackle nationally by | 


National Recruiting Advisor @ Four-year starter @ As a senior, had 67 tackles, including 34 solo, | 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / CoueGE 


Jason MeADDLEY WR 6-2, 185 Oakridge, TN Oakridge 

Ranked No, 44 prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep @ As a senior, had 41 catches for 867 yards and 12 touch- 
downs @ Two-time member of state champion track relay team. 

Lorry PAUL DL 6-3, 247 Moody Moody 

Ranked No. 8 rush end nationally by National Recruiting Advisor @ As a senior, had 178 carries for 1,483 
yards and 18 touchdowns @ Had 41 career scores Had school record 67 career sacks @ As a senior, 
made 117 tackles, including nine sacks @ Four-year starter. 


Carlton PERSON LB 6-2, 230 North Jackson North Jackson | 
Asa senior, had 39 solo tackles, 40 assists, two interceptions, seven sacks and five caused fumbles @ Rushed 
for over 600 yards @ Averaged 18 sacks a year during prep coreer @ Played three years at Cleburne 
County before transferring to North Jackson. 


Chris REIER DB 5-9, 180 Jacksonville, FL Bolles 

Ranked No. 29 player in Florida by Si @ Three-year All-Stote @ Led state in interceptions as a junior 
As senior quarterback, led team to state tie, completing 63 of 106 passes for 1,050 yards @ Averaged 
40.1 yords per punt @ Intercepted four passes last season, returning one for a touchdown. 


Kenny SMITH DL 6-5, 290 Meridian, MS Meridian 
Mississippi Defensive Player of the Year @ As a senior, had 65 solo tackles, 10 sacks, hwo caused fumbles 
and two Fumble recoveries @ Four-year starter @ Member of prep basketball and baseball teams, 


Carlos STENNIS DL 6-2, 270 Meridian, MS Meridian 
As a senior, had 45 tackles, four sacks ond three fumble recoveries @ Three-year starter All-State # 
Helped team to state semifinals, 


Wayne THOMAS RB/DB 6:0, 195 Dothan Dothan 
As a senior, played only three full games before getting injured @ Gained over 800 yards rushing and 
scored 12 touchdowns @ Had 290 yards rushing in one game, 


Chris WHEELER LB 6-1, 225 Ae ices 2 B. B. Comer 
Rated No. 4) player in Dixie by SuperPrep @ Had over 500 career tackles, Banal 190 stops and 17 
sacks as a senior Four-year starter # As tight end, caught 18 posses for 188 yards and three touchdowns. 


Antonio WILLIAMS RB 6-0, 218 Tuscaloosa Central 

Ranked No. 23 prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep @ Chosen state Mr, Football @ Rushed for 1,663 yards and 
31 touchdowns as a senior @ Averaged over eight yards per carry @ Coreer totals of over 4,500 rushing 
yards and 69 touchdowns @ Helped team to state title as a junior. 


Shaun WILLIAMS DL 6-5, 235 Augusta, GA Josey 
Honorable mention All-State Member of tennis and track teams. 
Joe YOUNT DL 6-4, 255 Albertville Albertville 


Rated No. 30 prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep @ All-State Played tight end and defensive end @ As a senior, 
| had 79 tackles, 10 sacks, three recovered fumbles and one interception, which he retumed for a score. 


Andrew ZOW QB 61,210 Lake Butler, FL Union Sony 


Ranked No, 84 player in Florida by SuperPrep Played in only three games as a senior due to injury # 
Led team to three state titles @ As a junior, threw i 
1,000 yards, 


for 1,000 yards and 16 touchdowns and ran for almost 


AWLOOKCATTHEMTIDE 


RESULTS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


SCHEDULE 


(10-3-0, 6-3-0) PASSING Aug. 30 —_ Houston* 
Att Comp Yarpos Pct TD _ Int 
2) Bowling Green ‘4 Re. Kitchens 302. 152-2124 «50.3 14 14 Sept. 11 at Vanderbilt 
<a nwanta Foust 16 63149. | eae — 3 

_20 Southern Mississippi 10_ Riistinic Sept. 20 Arkansas 

36 ~~ Vanderbilt 26 TF Rene area 

= ept. outhern Mississippi* 

VW Arkansas 7 Riddle 242 24} La a iit 

35 Kentucky 7 | Alexander, $77 76 73 6) ~=| Oct. 4  atKentucky 
= a 2 | Alexander, c 641 3.9 26 2 = — —— = = 

24 N.C. State 19 _ Madden 29 72 a ak | Oct. 18  Tennessee* 

37 Mississippi 0 RECEIVING ; tices WEEN 
sGu. heanieses. ~ ~ 20 NAME No YARDS Avc Ke) TD Oct. 25 at Mississippi — 
—— = = | Vaughn 39 18.0 94 6 cer 

26 LSU 0 Riddle 34. a5 36 Nov. 1 Lovisiana Tech = 
a ah AT =a | Hall 16 196 53. 0 

16 Mississippi State = 17, | |wWea sas ts a] «| No 8 SU 
24 Auburn _ 23 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 15 Mississippi State 

30 Florida 45 Tacktes: Rudd 74; Jackson 72; Myers 66; Samuel 62. a : Fe 7 — 

OurTBACK Bow. : INTERCEPTIONS: Jackson 7; Bryant 3; Townsend 2; Sigler 2. Nov. 22 at Auburn 
17 Atal eco 14 QB Sacks: Myers 13; Staten 12; Rudd 7;Hood 5. $8 iaahomtAl. 
g Tackues For Loss: Myers 8; Staten 6.5; Hood 5.5; Rudd 4. g z) 
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SHAUN ALEXANDER SURPRISED LSU — AND ALABAMA — FANS BY 
ROMPING FOR 291 YARDS IN THE TIDE’S SHUTOUT OF THE TIGERS. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


offense at the line of scrimmage. | want him to be able to go to 
the line and get us into the right play to exploit whatever defense 
the other team is in.” 

To do that, he brought in Arians, who brings a mix of NFL 
and college experience. Before joining the Saints’ staff last sea- 
son, Arians was the offensive coordinator at Mississippi State dur- 
ing the Bulldogs’ best years under Jackie Sherrill. Prior to that 
Arians worked in Kansas City with Joe Pendry, then the offensive 
coordinator of the Chiefs but now in charge of the offense of the 
Carolina Panthers. 

He will be the latest in a line of offensive coordinators 
charged with putting some offense back into the offense. No mat- 
ter who was calling plays, whether Woody McCorvey last year, 
Homer Smith the year before, or Mal Moore before that, 
Alabama has been mediocre, at best, on offense. 

Last year was a classic example: despite winning the Western 
Division, the Tide ranked in the middle of the SEC offensively: 
sixth in total offense (356.5 yards per game), fifth in scoring 
(24.92), and sixth in passing (182.67 ypg). 

Although Arians was not DuBose’s first choice — he was 
turned down by Tennessee offensive coordinator David Cutcliffe 
— the NFL exposure that Arians had was important to the Tide 
head coach, who feels he learned a lot of football through his 
own time in the NFL. 
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“You get a lot from being in the NFL,” said the 44-year-old 
Arians, who has an Alabama connection in that he was on Bear 
Bryant's last Tide staff. “But what you have to be careful of, 
when you go back to the college game, is that you can do so 
much more in the NFL. I learned that when I left Kansas City and 
went to Mississippi State. | had to watch that I wasn’t trying to do 
too much, because in the NFL you get the players for eight hours 
a day. There is no 20-hour rule. 

“You're around great coaches, and I was with two of the best 
in Marty Schottenheimer with Kansas City and Jim Mora with the 
Saints. You see a lot more ideas pass through the NFL than you 
do in college. You might have 18 pass protections in the NFL, 
but you can’t do that in college. You might have eight. But the 
schemes you get from the NFL are sound, because they've been 
shot at with more bullets than you get at the college game.” 

Arians found plenty of talent in the skill positions. Alabama 
returns starting quarterback Freddie Kitchens, starting fullback Ed 
Scissum, three outstanding tailbacks in Dennis Riddle, Shaun 
Alexander and Curtis Alexander, starting tight end Rod Rutledge, 
and experienced wide receives like Michael Vaughn, Chad Goss, 
Calvin Hall and Shamari Buchanan. 

Where the cupboard looks bare is the offensive line. Alabama 
returns only one starter from a year ago, guard Will Friend. Oth- 
erwise, the Tide is looking at starting former walk-on Bubba Ray 
at center, Friend and Brenon Meadows at guards, Chris Samuel, 
Jason McDonald and Chris Jordan at tackles. 

“We've got some good talent,” said Callaway. “What we don’t 
have is experience. And we’re not nearly as big and strong as we 
need to be. But we've got guys with a chance to be good players.” 

Good players have been the trademark of Alabama’s defense. 
But this year, so many good players are gone. All three starting 
linebackers, including junior Dwayne Rudd, have departed. Line- 
backer coach Jeff Rouzie is rebuilding with the likes of Paul Pick- 
ett or Chris Edwards in the middle, and Tito Smith, Eddie Hunter, 
Steve Stanley, Steve Harris and Trevis Smith (reconverted from 
fullback to linebacker). 

The secondary has two of the best corners in the conference 
in Deshea Townsend and Fernando Bryant. But this defense fun- 
nels everything to the safeties, and the Tide lost two big play- 
makers at that position in Kevin Jackson and Cedric Samuel. 

The defensive line is anchored by one of the best in the coun- 
try, tackle Michael Myers, and end Chris Hood. Alabama needs 
Eric Kerley to stay healthy this year, and for Ed Walker or Reggie 
Grimes to come around at the end opposite Hood. 

“We're changing up some of the defense we’re running,” said 
Johnson, who has worked hard to keep the same terminology 
and basic schemes for this defense. “But it’s still going to be a 
defense that funnels everything to the safeties, and right now, I 
don’t know if we have the safeties to do the job. 

“Depth is my biggest concern. We have 12 to 15 players I 
feel like we can compete with. But after that ... its going to be 
wide open for some new players to come in and make a mark 
right away, at least on the two-deep depth chart.” 

Alabama finished last year ranked in the top 10 in the coun- 
try in defense — eighth in total defense, seventh in scoring 
defense, seventh in rushing defense, and ninth in pass defense. 

“I don’t want to change anything,” Johnson said. “But I have 
to feel comfortable that we've got the players to play the kind of 
defense they've been playing here. If | don’t get that feeling, we 
may make a few changes, based on our personnel.” 

The kicking game is an area DuBose is looking at harder than 
ever — particularly the return game. 
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This moving story of legendary coach 
Gene Stallings’ fierce love for his son is 
also filled with rousing football anecdotes. 
Another Season speaks to every parent — 


and to every football fan. 
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ALABAMA 
TIDE SPRING ROSTER 


, Pos, Class . HOMETOWN Pos. Ciass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
82 ThodAbemahy WR Sr 60 168 Enlerprise a Ninega tl RB 59 210 TownCreck 
32 Curtis Alexander RB Sr 61202 Memphis, TN 30 Dustin McClintock RB Fr 63-235 Quinlon, IX 
"a7 Shoun Alexander RB So 61 205 Florence, KY "70 Jason McDonald OL So 66 29% Theodore 
47_Chod Barron PK fr 62 200 Morieta, GA 66 Brenon Meadows OL Sr__-63 280 Biminghom 
“89 Spence Beasley IB fr 61240 Aniston & Michael Moore OL So. 6S 290 _‘Fayete 
58 Ty Babcock C ft 61 275 Abbemvile 24 Patrick Morgan PK So 60 183 Birmingham 
7_ Reginald Bobo CB fr 60 180 Bloomfield Hs, Ml © _98 Michael Myers DTS 63 270 Vidsbug, MS _ 
~ 8 TimBowens WR So 61 195. Killen "10 Rodney Palmer —SWR So 5-11 185. Greemile 
2. TK. Bowman WR Sr 62165 Bighee 97 Heath Panks OT S& 64 280 ‘Slidell, LA 
45 Corey Bryan 1B fr = 6-0 222 Andalusia 56 Billy Payne B SS 61 245 “Hoover 
25 FemondoByant CB ir 60 170 Mudreeshoro, IN 7__Ryon Phugner PK So 511165 Sarasota FL 
89. ShomariBuchanon WR So 62 214 _Allonto, GA 12 John Dovid Philips QB Jr 63 208 Annison 
90. Jomie Carter DT So 6-3 290 Philadelphia, MS 42 Poul Pickett 1B Sr = 62221 LaGrange, GA 
14_ lee Chombers CB fr 6d 200 Enterprise 1. Monley Poe GB So_S11_195 Nashville TN 
15 Travis Crim FS Sr 5-9 (177 Clanton 40 Daniel Pope P Jr 6-0 190 Alpharetta, GA 
23 MiesChrision RB So__59 195 Tuscaloosa «95 Willen Rasmussen DT So 61 235 Seminole FL 
85. Rhett Crutchfield WR Jr 63-246 Birmingham 59 Chris Ray OL Fr 62-255 Piedmont 
19 Brion Cunningham PK Je S11_178 _ Birmingham 62. Michael Ray CS 65 21 Bow 
5 JonohDismukes PK fr_—«6-0 180 Nobile 72. Griff Redmil OL Fr 66 248 sper 
_59__ Chris Edwards Bot 62-236 Bessemer 9 Shane Reeves PK OFr_ «= 5-7—'150 Southside 
87 _ Jackson Eubank WR Jr 5-11 184 Mountain Brook 34 Amin Richard RB Fr 5:7 170. Atlanta, GA 
3 Michael Feagin Gok 59-79 Greenville 29 Dennis Riddle RB Sr «6-0 195 Tuscabosa 
80 _ Lee Ferguson WR S61 186 Albertile 4A Marty Russell 1B Fr 61206 Hrs, IX 
79 Kevin lowers DES 60 221 Try “86 Rod Ruledge WR S64 260 Birmingham 

1 Ched Floyd PK So 60 200 Cullman. @ ChrisSomuels OL So 66 290 Mobile 
17 Warren Foust FS Jr 63-207 Midwest City, OK 33 Ed Scissum RB Se = 60232 Attalla 
68 Will Friend Os 62 271 Philadelphio, MS 23. Andre Short SS Sr 511-205 LaGrange, GA 
36 Marlin Glover WR fr 5:9 190 Sumiton 20_ Kelvin Sigler FS Jr_—-&1_—-(180_ Mobile 
16 Percy Goode WR Jr 59180 Jasper _61__ Chris Sign OL 62 262 Arlington, TX 
11 Chod Goss WR S51) 177 WmRobbins,GA 89 Tio Smith “IB de 63224 Bimminghom 
98 Reggie Grimes DE So 64 271 Nashile, IN _48‘Trevs Smith (Bde G1 222 Monigomery 
Ross Gunnel 1B ft 61 190 Alcvile 3. Darren Spodoni_— PK —or_—<S:10 165 Tuscoousa 
83. Cabin Hall WR Jr 64 200 Gollan, IN @3 SogeSpee SLs ~—«GA 285 Baligee 
25 _Jomes Hanson RB Ir 5-10 223 Robertidale 4. Steve Sonley Bk 63 199 Leighion 
43 Steve Horts IB It 60 246 Town Creek 50 RobE Staten (Bf 61 250 PeodMS 
“58 MatHorrson —<C_—«dr_~=—GA 260 Daadevile 17 Joes Sullen WR So 63 197 Tuskegee 
10 Thomas Hill CB So 5-10 180 Meridian, MS 73__Josh Swords OL J 63 285 Brentwood, TN 
74 Poul Hogan C Fr 63240 Valdosta, GA 16 Chauncey Teague SS Jr 6&2 202 Hobson City 
77 _ Joel Holliday OQ Sr 63 312 Six Mile, SC 35__ Matt Teague RB oe = 60219 Mor 
54 Steven Holloway OL Fr 63-250 Hoover 2 Deshea Townsend CB Sr 510-180 Batesville, MS 
34 Chris Hood DE Jr 63-273 Town Creek 6 Lonce Tucker QB SF 60 182 Foyete 
a7_ Eddie Hunter Bk 62 205. Leflore 22 Michoe! Vaughn «WR 61 199 Clrksdole, MS 
87 Nicchiohnson DT‘ So__&1__250 Chicago, I 91 ClintWoggoner WR So GA 235. Foirbum,GA 
88 Adam Joiner WR fr 63265. Miton, FL 53. GronisonWogstol 1B ir_—<62 288 Enerprise 
14._Joson Jones SS F511 185 Tuscaloosa 81 Edgor Wolker DE St 63 280 Dothon 
31_Joson Kellen Pfr 63215 Tuscaloosa 49. Chris Warren DT Sr 63 -251_Birmingham 
20 ChisKemp PK Fr. — 510-180 Jodksomville, FL 87. Rober Wells WR Fr 6-4 220 Andalusia 
"99 Bric Kerley OTS 61 298 Birmingham 67 Kelis White OL fr 63 265 Courkond 
76 CoreyKinnebrew OL fr 63280 Rome, GA "35. Owen Winslon CB Jr 60 185. Monlgomery _ 
~9 FreddieKichens GB Sr_—62 222 Atoll 33 Wolter Womock FS _So_510 175 Greenville 
91 Brodley ledbeter WR fr 6A 220 Pelham 
2 FontaineleMaisre PK «Fr «59145. Sacksomville, FL Roster and depth chart subject to change. 
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Freddie Kitchens, Sr/Lance Tucker, Sr 


HB Dennis Riddle, Sr/Curtis Alexander Sr 


FB Ed Scissum, Sr/Dustin McClintock, Fr 


FL. Calvin Hall, Jr/Shamari Buchanan, So 


Chris Hood, Jr/Edgar Walker, Sr 


“WT Eric Kerley, Sr/Heath Panks, Sr 


RT Michael Myers, Sr/Jamie Carter, So 
RE —_ Reggie Grimes, So/Kevin Flowers, Sr 


SE Michael Vaughn, Jr/Chad Goss, Sr 


Steve Stanley, Jr/Tito Smith, Jr 


TE _ Rod Rutledge, Sr/Clint Waggoner, So 
LT Chris Samuels, So/Griff Redmill, Fr 


LG Will Friend, Sr/Sage Spree, Jr 


C Michael Ray, Sr/| Paul Hogan, Fr 


RG Michael Moore, So/Brenon Meadows, Sr 


Joel Holliday, Sr/Jason McDonald, So 


Ryan Pflugner, $o/Brian Cunningham, Jr 


IB Paul Pickett, Sr/Chris Edwards, Jr 


Trevis Smith, Jr/Eddie Hunter, Jr 
CB Fernando Bryant, Jr/Michael Feagin, Jr 


CB Deshea Townsend, Sr/Michael Feagin, Jr 
$S Andre Short, Sr/Jason Jones, Fr 
FS Kelvin § Sigler, Jr/Warren Foust, Jr 


Daniel Pope, Jr/Patrick Morgan, ? So 


SPRING UPDATE 


hen spring practice opened, all 

eyes were on the battle at quarter- 

back, where returning starter 
Freddie Kitchens was expected to be 
pushed by returning backup Warren Foust 
and third-stringer John David Phillips. As it 
turned out, Kitchens distanced himself from 
the field, but the order behind him took a 
huge change. 

First, Foust was moved to safety. The 
coaches knew going in that Foust was 
more of a runner than a passer, and it 
didn’t take quarterback coach Bruce Arians 
long to realize a weak-armed quarterback 
was expendable. However, Foust is a good 
enough athlete that Mike DuBose feels he 
has a chance to be an NFL safety. 

Then, while every attempt was made 
to give Phillips the second-string position, 
senior Lance Tucker proved impossible to 
ignore and wound up as the No. 2 guy 
going into the fall. Tucker did what he has 
always done best — run the offense, con- 
trol the huddle, and limit mistakes. He 
doesn’t have the talent of a Kitchens or 
Phillips, so don’t think this battle is over. 

¢ Tight end Rod Rutledge tore an ACL 
early in practice and underwent surgery 
right away. He missed all of spring, but is 
expected to be 100 percent by fall ... Tre- 
vis Smith, the backup fullback to Ed Scis- 
sum, was moved back to his original 
position of outside linebacker. Running 
backs coach Ivy Williams is impressed 
enough with rising sophomore Dustin 
McClintock to spare Smith. 

¢ The offensive linemen seem to like 
the idea of just answering to one coach, 
Neil Callaway, rather than two as they have 
at Alabama since Ray Perkins was head 
man. Callaway, a former Tide lineman, 
began teaching new techniques that should 
bring Alabama’s line play up to the stan- 
dard of the rest of the conference. 

¢ Former line coach Jim Fuller retired, 
while co-line coach Danny Pearman takes 
over special teams and interior defensive 
linemen ... Alabama went through spring 
without what should be its two starting 
guards. Both Will Friend and Brenon 
Meadows missed spring practice due to 
surgery in the off-season. Both are 
expected back this fall ... Grade problems 
could further create holes in the lineup. 
Coaches are hopeful that linebacker Steve 
Harris will be eligible, but are planning to 
play without him this fall. 

— Ray Melick 
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LAST YEAR, THE 6-3, 270-POUND MICHAEL 

MYERS JUMPED RIGHT INTO THE STARTING 

LINEUP FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 

AND LED THE TIDE IN QUARTERBACK SACKS 

(EIGHT) FOR A MINUS-64 YARDS. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


ALABAMA 


Tide’s Myers is Living Out His Dream 


hile other kids dreamed of 
being Joe Montana or Dan 
Marino, Michael Myers’ goal 


was to be the guy who knocked those 
stars on their backsides. 

“Bruce Smith,” said Myers. “Reggie 
White. Those are the guys I wanted to 
be. I thought sacking the quarterback 
was the big thing in the NFL.” 

Myers won’t get a shot at Montana, 
and may never get a shot at Marino. 

But he is getting a chance at those 
kids who grew up dreaming of being the 
star quarterback, kids whose names are 
Manning and Craig and play quarterback 
at places like Tennessee and Auburn. 

Last year, the 6-3, 270-pound Myers 
jumped right into the starting lineup for 
the University of Alabama and led the 
Tide in quarterback sacks (eight) for a 
minus-64 yards. He led the team in tack- 
les behind the line, with 13, for minus-43 
yards. He was second on the team in quar- 


terback pressures, with 24. He was third 
on the team in total tackles, with 66. 

All of this, while adjusting from 
Hinds Junior College to the Southeast- 
ern Conference; from defensive end to 
defensive tackle; from a defense that 
was centered around him to a defense 
where everything was designed for the 
outside linebackers and safeties to be 
the big-play makers. 

He made all those adjustments, and 
still earned first team All-America honors 
from The Sporting News and passed on a 
chance to leave college a year early for 
the NFL. Myers is expected to start this 
season at tackle, but could play end, too. 

“It just depends on the situation,” he 
said. “I'll do whatever is needed. I don’t 
think there is a big difference between 
the two, anymore. The end doesn’t get 
double-teamed like the tackle. But the 
tackle gets me closer to the quarter- 
back.” Q 


“We lost our punter, we lost our snap- 
per, we lost our field goal kicker,” DuBose 
said. “We were never comfortable with 
our return men last year. 

“The special teams have got to make 
plays to win games, especially the return 
game. Punting and kickoffs can either get 
you, or cost you, a lot of real estate. 
We've got to start making something hap- 
pen good for us in those areas.” 

Alabama went through several kick 
returners. Marcel West and Michael 
Vaughn both were effective returning 
kickoffs (averaging better than 24 yards 
per return), but in punt returns, the Tide 
relied on the sure-handed, but slow- 
footed, Chad Goss, who averaged just 6.9 
yards per return. That is an area that 
DuBose wants to see improved. 

Depth is the biggest concern on both 
sides of the ball. Scholarship limitations, 
the result of recent NCAA probation, 
have created holes in the talent level that 
may take a year or two to fill. 

DuBose has recruited a class he 
believes will be a good one, but like most 
coaches, he refuses to expect anything 
out of this incoming group until he sees 
them in action. 

His biggest concern is that this team 


stay together as much as possible over 
the summer and work out, study, think 
about football. 

“What we really need is pressure situ- 
ations, to see how it all comes together,” 


Alabama finished last 
year ranked in the top 
10 in the country in 
defense — eighth in total 


defense, seventh in 
scoring defense, seventh 
in rushing defense, and 
ninth in pass defense. 


DuBose said. “That's what we tried to do 
in the spring, create as many pressure sit- 
uations as possible, to see not only how 
the players responded, but how the 
coaches reacted, as well. 

“Don’t forget that this staff is still in 
transition, and that won't be really worked 
out until the first game. I've got to see the 
coaches react instinctively to see how they fit 
together. And they want to see how I’m 


going to react under the same pressure,” 

Short-term goals, for DuBose, are 
more strength, more mental toughness, 
and developing what he calls “oneness” 
on this team. 

“As a player, I never remember going 
to a team meeting that Coach Bryant 
didn’t bring up oneness,” DuBose said. 
“That's a team concept, and one I believe 
in. There are no successful teams made 
up of selfish individuals.” 

And DuBose has clearly defined how 
he measures success. 

“Look at Florida,” he said. “In the past, 
when you talked championships, you talked 
Alabama. Now, you talk Florida. 

“We can’t do anything about Florida. 
But we can do something about us. If we 
can coach and play the way we’re sup- 
posed to, if we can find 25 players each 
year who are willing to pay the price, then 
we'll be back. 

“But it’s got to be important to us, as 
coaches and players, to not only carry on 
the tradition, but add to it. If you love 
Alabama, you want to make sure you don’t 
let the University of Alabama down.” 

There is no doubting DuBose’s love 
for Alabama. 

— Ray Melick 
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-@ RAZORBACKS 


Hogs Pin Hopes On a Healthy Hill 


ust when it appeared fan apathy was about to set in like 

rigormortis on a dead body, the Arkansas Razorbacks 

came to life and got on a roll that took them to the 1995 
SEC Championship game. So what did that mean for Arkansas 
coach Danny Ford? A bigger office? A guaranteed contract? A 
nice fat raise? How about more pressure? 

Ford, who is starting his fifth season as Arkansas’ head 
coach, woke up the sleeping giant with that 8-5 season, then 
angered the Goliath by going 4-7 in 1996. No longer is he the 
coach who is rebuilding. Now he’s the coach who has rebuilt. 
And rebuilt programs don’t go 4-7. 

So one year after leading Arkansas to its best season since 
1989, the rumor mill began spinning about Ford’s job security. 
And the only way he can stop it is to win in '97. 

“I don’t worry about that,” said Ford, who is as relaxed in the 
off-season as he is intense during the season. “That’s one thing 
I've never worried about and never will worry about. You do the 
best you can do, and if you teach them right they'll play right. 

"Most of the time when we've had a situation where we’ve 
really needed to do well, we've been able to do well. But it hasn't 
been anything that we've done. It’s been what the young people 
have done.” 

A quick check of Ford’s rebuilding efforts indicates the Hogs 
are primed for a big year in 1998, not 1997. Like a year ago, 
this team is short on seniors, with only 11 on scholarship. It has 
20 juniors and 28 sophomores. But there’s no time to “wait ‘till 
next year,” and Ford isn’t planning to. 

“We'll be a better football team the following year,” Ford 
said. “But we'll be a good enough football team this year.” 

Ford, in fact, is as optimistic as he’s been since arriving at 


RAZORBACKS AT A GLANCE 


1996: 4-7 overall; 2-6 SEC (5th West) 

COACH: Danny Ford — At UA: 22-23-1, 
A years; Overall: 118-52-5, 15 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 19; 7 Offense, 9 
Defense, 3 Special Teams 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: TB Madre Hill, NG 
Melvin Bradley, DT Geno Bell, WR 
Anthony Eubanks, WR Anthony Lucas, 
CB Marcus Campbell 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Arkansas returns its 
entire defensive line, as well as fifth-year 
senior DT Geno Bell. The possible return 
of TB Madre Hill should put some punch 
back in the offense, which has a veteran 
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front line and quality receivers. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Hogs’ prob- 
lems last year centered around the lack 
of experience at quarterback. Their suc- 
cess this year again is dependent on one 
of their quarterbacks stepping forward and 
providing consistent, if not flashy, play. 

OVERVIEW: The Razorbacks still lack a 
large senior class, but several key play- 
ers returning from injuries should make 
a huge difference. But if they don’t work 
out their problems at quarterback, the 
difference won't be enough to save 
Danny Ford his job. 


Arkansas in 1992 as a “consultant.” That’s because the Razor- 
backs return 19 players who started last season — seven on 
offense, nine on defense and three on special teams — and three 
others who started in 1995 but missed 1996 because of injury. 

“I don’t think the players we've got coming back are that 
bad,” Ford said. “I think it’s the best talent we’ve had since we've 
been here. I think it’s more in tune with what we’re playing 
against. We're bigger, stronger and faster, according to the test 
results. We're where we should have been when we came into 
the SEC.” 

Ford now sees the silver lining in the dark cloud that 
descended upon the Hogs a year ago. Junior running back Madre 
Hill, who ran for a school-record 1,387 yards in 1995, big-play 
receiver Anthony Lucas, tight end Al Heringer and all-star candi- 
date defensive lineman Geno Bell all missed the 96 season 
because of injuries, but all — with the possible exception of Hill, 
who suffered another ACL injury this past spring — are expected 
to be healthy this season. 

“What happened last year is we lost some people who could 
make big plays,” Ford said. “As we lost them, we lost some confi- 
dence in what we were trying to do.” 

The loss of Bell, in particular, may turn into a blessing for the 
Hogs. When Bell stepped out of the lineup, seldom-used Melvin 
Bradley stepped in at nose guard and led the team in tackles. 

“He played better than we ever expected him to play,” Ford 
said of Bradley, a 6-2, 260-pound junior who spent his first two 
years trying to find a position. 

“If Geno had played, Bradley probably wouldn't have gotten 
a whole lot of playing time and we never would have known.” 

Now the Hogs are able to move Bell back to defensive tackle 
as a fifth-year senior. Bell’s 89 tackles in 
1995 included 10 for losses. 

Arkansas’ strength on defense should be 
on the line, where all six members of last 
year’s two-deep return. 

“We look at all the defensive linemen we 
have in our little meeting room, and the 
potential should be unlimited,” said Bradley, 
who should see fewer double-teams with 
the return of Bell. “At any point in time we 
should be able to throw anyone in the game 
and they'll be able to pick up where the 
other guy left off. That’s how deep the tal- 
ent level is.” 

Juniors Justin Brown and C.J. McLain 


IN ‘96 SELDOM-USED MELVIN BRADLEY 
STEPPED IN AT NOSE GUARD AND LED 
THE TEAM IN TACKLES. 

PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 
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ZORBACKS*RECRUITING 


Name / Postion Size HOMETOWN 


D’Andre BERRY DB 5-10, 170 Houston, TX Jersey Village 
All-District @ As a senior, had 50 tackles, three interceptions, six pass deflections and one 
blocked kick # Nominated for Texas All-Star game. 


Hich ScHoot / Couece 


Chris BROOKS DL 6-4, 250 Newton, TX Newton 

All-State @ All-District # Had 92 tackles and 14 sacks in just seven games as a senior @ Also 
played tight end @ Named to Dave Campbell's All-Texas team @ Had 40 career sacks # Rated 
No. 77 player in Texas by SuperPrep. 


Quentin CAVER LB 6-4, 218 Anniston, AL Anniston 

Signed with Razorbacks in 1996, but sat out due to academics @ As prep senior, had 110 
total tackles, including 80 solo and 16 sacks @ All-State @ Played in Alabama-Mississippi All- 
Star game. 


Curt DAVIS DL 6-4, 250 Monroe, LA Ouachita 

Honorable mention USA Today All-American @ All-State @ District Defensive Most Valuable 
Player # As a senior, had 88 tackles, six sacks, seven fumble recoveries and five fumbles 
caused, 


Orlando GREEN DB 5-10, 181 Crossett Crossett 

Ranked No. 11 player in Arkansas by SuperPrep @ All-State @ All-District # Had 1,846 yards 
rushing and 18 touchdowns as a senior @ Returned 13 kicks for 229 yards and three touch- 
downs State decathlon champion. 


Carlos HALL LB 64,215 Marianna Marianna 
Rated No. 4 player in Arkansas by SuperPrep @ All-State @ As a senior, made 86 tackles and 
scored six touchdowns as tight end @ Played some at running back. 


Mark HENDERSON RB 6-0, 195 Monroe, LA West Ouachita 
Rushed for 3,058 yards and scored 38 touchdowns as a senior @ Won the Bert Jones Award as 
the top player in northern Louisiana, 


Michael JEFFERSON OL 6-6, 320 Radcliff, KY Grossmont J.C. 
Has three years eligibility remaining @ Originally enrolled at Brigham Young Junior college 
All-Conference @ Prep All-State. 


Bobby JETT DB 6-3, 185 Watson Chapel Watson Chapel 
All-State @ As a senior, had 53 tackles @ Returned two interceptions and four punts for touch- 
downs Rushed for 1,700 yards and 28 scores. 


Ron JOHNSON RB 5-11, 205 Watson Chapel Watson Chapel 

Ranked No. 3 player in Arkansas by SuperPrep @ All-State # As a senior, rushed for 1,835 
yards and 28 touchdowns @ Helped team to state championship, running for 266 yards and 
five scores in title game. 


Name / Posiion Size HOMETOWN HiGh ScHoot / CouEeGe 
Sacha LANCASTER DL 6-2, 254 San Antonio, TX Marshall 


Honorable mention USA Today All-American @ Ranked No. 90 player in Texas by SuperPrep 
@ All-District @ As a senior, had 95 tackles, including 15 sacks, and caused three fumbles. 


Tony LOCKHART DB 6-2, 185 Beebe 
Two-way starter # All-State @ All-District @ Had 1,953 Sapa fase oa scored 26 touch- 
downs as a senior @ Averaged 8.3 yards per carry # Rushed for 271 yards in one game. 


Estom MARTINEZ LB 6-1, 235 Haltom, TX Haltom 
All-State @ Twice District Player of the Year @ As a senior, made 144 tackles with six sacks, 
four interceptions and four caused fumbles # Golden Gloves boxing champ. 


Jared McBRIDE QB 6-4, 180 Nashville Nashville 
Named state Player of the Year by USA Today and Gatorade Ranked No. 9 player in Arkan- 
sas by SuperPrep Completed 218 of 375 passes for 4,049 yards as a senior. 


Shannon MONEY OL 6-4, 280 Conway way 
Ranked No. 5 player in Arkansas by SuperPrep @ All-State @ All: Prat Selected for 
Arkansas All-Star Game # Team Offensive Player of the Year. 


Alvin RAY RB 5-11, 195 Dallas, TX Bishop Dunne 
All-District @ Ran for 2,003 yards and 22 scores as a senior # Averaged 11,8 yards per carry 
Returned punts and bicko. 


Jim Ed REED QB 6-3, 185 Springdale Springdale 
Signed in spring, 1996, but didn’t enroll until 1997 @ Available for spring practice As a 
senior, passed for over 1,000 yards and earned All-State and All-Conference honors. 


Kenny SANDLIN OL 6-4, 290 Van Buren Van Buren 
Ranked No. 6 player in Arkonsas by SuperPrep @ All-State @ All-District # Helped team to 
state title @ Hod fi five sacks, three recovered fumbles and nine tackles for loss. 


Grant SUMNER QB 6-3, 215 Dallas, TX Highland Park 

Rated No. 41 player in Texas by SuperPrep All-State As a senior, passed for 1,193 yards 
and 12 touchdowns, and ran for 1,301 yards and 18 scores on 247 carries # Kicked 40 of 46 
extra point attempts and hit on nine of 12 field goal tries, including a 47-yarder. 


LoZerius WHITE DL 6-4, 285 Carrollton, TX Newman-Smith 
All-State @ All-District # As a senior, had 60 tackles with eight sacks # Returned an intercep- 
tion for « touchdown # Played on offensive line # Member of prep wrestling and track teams. 


Harry WILSON LB 6-2, 235 Helena, MT Ricks Junior College 
Participated in spring drills # As junior college sophomore, made 93 tackles with six sacks and 


four interceptions @ All-Conference # Ranked No. 64 juco player nationally by SuperPrep. 
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return as starting outside linebackers, but 
the Hogs must replace both inside line- 
backers. Sophomores J.J. Jones, Jamel 
Harris and Carleton Bexley, who all played 
as true freshmen, are competing for time 
along with junior transfer Harry Wilson. 

“That's an area we'll have to improve 
in for us to get better, but I think we can,” 
said Miles Aldridge, who is in his second 
season as defensive coordinator. “I think 
they'll play hard. We just have to doa 
good job of teaching them what to do. 
They're not going to have as much game 
experience, but they're going to have a 
year in the system, too. That will be a 
help to them.” 

Arkansas returns all four starters in 
the secondary, but only cornerback Mar- 
cus Campbell is a senior. 

“I feel a lot better now than | did last 
year,” said secondary coach Louis Camp- 
bell, who had to replace all four starters a 
year ago. “We've got some experience 
coming back, but it’s not old experience.” 

In addition to Campbell, who led the 
team with five interceptions in 1996, 
junior cornerback Zac Painter and sopho- 


more safeties Kenoy Kennedy and Jeromy 


Flowers also return, Sophomore corner- 
backs David Barrett and Chris Chalmers 
also saw playing time last season. 

“We've got more people who have 
played coming back than we've had in 
quite a while,” said Louis Campbell. “We 
should have six or seven guys you'd feel 
comfortable putting out there. | don’t 
know that we've ever had six or seven 
that we could feel good about playing.” 

With Aldridge in his second year and 
with more experienced players returning, 
the Hogs hope to expand their defensive 
package. That’s also the goal of the 
offense, which is switching to a pro-style 
attack under coordinator Kay Stephenson 
and quarterbacks coach Joe Ferguson. 

“People historically like to put every- 
thing in a little package and tie a bow 
around it and say, ‘This is it,’ ” said 
Stephenson, who is coaching at the col- 
lege level again after 26 years in profes- 
sional football. 

“Hopefully, they can never do that 
with our offense. That would be the best 
compliment we could have, for someone 
to say, ‘We don’t know what you do 
offensively.’ ” 

Stephenson's offense may not come in 
a pretty box, but it does come in a play- 
book that the Razorbacks say is more than 
twice as thick as what they used a year 
ago. Stephenson uses wide splits between 
the linemen to stretch the field and will use 


just about every formation imaginable. 

“He brings a high-tech offense,” said 
junior guard Russ Brown, a two-year 
starter. “It's going to be something our 
fans have never seen. It’s wide open.” 

Arkansas averaged only 15.8 points 
last season, averaging just 154.1 yards 
rushing and 142.9 yards passing. Its quar- 
terbacks threw more than twice as many 
interceptions (15) as touchdowns (6). 

“If nobody who has played goes back- 
wards and everybody improves, it still 


DEFENSIVE LINEMAN D.J. COOPER WAS A 
SEC ALL-FRESHMAN SELECTION IN 1996. 


PHOTO BY ALLEN KEE 


comes down to what your quarterback can 
do,” Ford said. "The guy who has to pull 
the trigger has got to be the quarterback.” 

The Hogs signed two quarterbacks, 
Arkansas Player of the Year Jared 
McBride and Texas all-stater Grant Sum- 
ner, but three others return — redshirt 
freshman Chadd Jones, sophomore Clint 
Stoerner and junior Pete Burks. 


“They're still young,” Ferguson said. 
“And they're not getting any older 
quickly enough.” 

Burks played little as a true freshman, 
was inconsistent as the starter-by-default 
last year and spent the spring working on 
a new throwing motion. Stoerner played 
in nine games with mixed results, but had 
a good spring. 

“Once they get it down mentally and 
once they understand what we’re doing, I 
think we'll find out who can be the best 
quarterback,” Ferguson said. “All three 
quarterbacks had to step back a little bit to 
learn this offense. And we're seeing who's 
going to step forward and pick it up.” 

If a quarterback can emerge, he 
should have plenty of help. 

The Hogs’ only question mark is at 
the tackles, but they won’t lack for size at 
the position. Sophomore Bobby Williams 
(6-4, 320) and junior Michael Henry (6-2, 
330) are expected to fill the shoes of 
departed seniors, while redshirt freshmen 
Marcus Clavelle (6-7, 340) and Brett 
Shockley (6-8, 310) will compete for play- 
ing time. 

Brown and junior Brandon 
Burlsworth, who has gone from a walk-on 
to an all-star candidate, return at the 
guard spots, and junior Grant Garrett 
returns at center. Senior Mark Baker 
returns at tight end, where he will be 
pushed by Heringer. And all five of the 
Hogs’ top receivers from a year ago 
return, as does Lucas. 

Senior Anthony Eubanks (51 catches 
for 809 yards in 1996) and Lucas (27 
catches for 526 yards in 1995, a school 
record for a freshman) will lead the receiv- 
ing corps, but the Hogs expect sopho- 
mores Michael Snowden, Hubert 
Loudermilk, Emanuel Smith and Michael 
Williams to be more involved in the pass- 
ing game. 

In the new offense, the running 
backs also will be more involved in the 
passing game. 

“] think with this offense it will defi- 
nitely double, maybe triple,” said Hill, who 
caught 23 passes for 196 yards in 1995. 

But Hill’s primary duties will remain 
the same — to run to daylight. 

“It’s great to have a guy who can 
break a long run all the way,” Stephenson 
said. “But you want a guy who's going to 
be consistently gaining yardage for you, as 
well. We're going to beefen (Hill) up a lit- 
tle bit. But he’s got good vision. He’s a 
good instinctive runner. And he’s certainly 
got the burst. So he should be good at it. | 
think this offense is going to fit him well 
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Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN Pos. Ciass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
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1997 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Pete Burks, Jr/Clint Stoerner, So 

TB Chrys Chukwuma, So/Eric Branch, Fr 
FB Nathan Norman, So/Alex Harris, Sr 
FL Anthony Eubanks, Sr/Emanuel Smith, So 


le Ken Anderson, Sr/Geno Bell, Sr 


Melvin Bradley, Jr/Jeremy Wilson, So 


RE Ryan Hale, Jr/David Sanders, Sr 


Justin Brown, Jr/| Randy Garner, Fr 


SE Anthony Lucas, So/ Michael Snowden, So 

TE Joe Dean Davenport, So/Al Heringer, i 
LT Chad Abernathy, Jr/Jim Plunk,So. 
LG Russ Brown, Jr/Michael Henry, Jr 

C — Grant Garrett, Jr/Jeremiah Washburn, So 


LB. Jamel Harris, So/Harry Wilson, Jr 


BJ, Jones, So/' Carleton Bexley, So 


C.J. McClain, Jr/Bryan Smith, Fr 
CB = Marcus Campbell, Sr/David Barrett, So 


cB Zac Painter, Jr/Ontraia Moss, So 


RG Brandon Burlsworth, Jr/Landon Lambert, So 


RT —_ Bobby Williams, So/Ricky Johnson, Fr 


PK Todd Latourette, Jr/Cory Massey, Fr 


SS Jeromy Flowers, So/Cory Nichols, Jr 


FS Kenoy Kennedy, So/Jeremiah Harper, Fr 


~P Matt Wait, Sr 


SPRING UPDATE 


adre Hill’s biggest concern going 

into spring practice was a sore ham- 

string. Within a few weeks, his entire 
career as a running back was in doubt. 

Hill, a junior running back for Arkansas, 
underwent reconstructive surgery on April 
22 to repair a torn anterior cruciate ligament 
in his right knee, and chances are he'll start 
the 1997 season the same place he spent 
the entire 1996 season — on the bench. 

Hill ran for a school-record 1,387 yards 
in 1995 when Arkansas won the SEC West, 
but hasn't played since suffering a torn ante- 
rior cruciate ligament in his left knee against 
Florida in the SEC Championship Game. 
He also underwent minor arthroscopic 
surgery on his right knee last fall. 

“We're not counting on him being 
here,” said Arkansas coach Danny Ford. “If 
he gets well, it’s a bonus.” 

¢ Michael Henry moved in the spring 
from guard to tackle, where he is expected 
to be a starter. Third-team tailback Cory 
Nichols ended the spring at second team 
safety. Freshman Jim Ed Reed moved from 
quarterback to safety. Sophomore Carleton 
Bexley moved from outside linebacker to 
inside linebacker and figures to compete for 
a starting job. 

DeAnthony Hall moved up from free 
safety to outside linebacker. Nathan Cole 
moved from outside linebacker to tight end. 
And redshirt freshman Ricky Johnson 
moved from the defensive line to the offen- 
sive line to better protect his ailing knees. 

¢ Quentin Caver, a 6-5, 218-pound 
outside linebacker from Anniston, Ala., who 
signed with Arkansas in 1996, practiced 
with the Hogs for the first time in the spring 
after gaining his academic eligibility last fall. 
Linebacker Harry Wilson, a midterm trans- 
fer from Ricks (Idaho) Junior College, partic- 
ipated in spring drills. 

¢ Among the newcomers in the fall who 
might help the Hogs immediately is Michael 
Jefferson, a 6-6, 320-pound offensive line- 
man from Grossmont (Calif.) Junior College. 
Jefferson originally enrolled at BYU, but 
transferred to Grossmont after redshirting as 
a freshman. 

¢ Junior nose guard Melvin Bradley sat 
out spring practice to recover from shoulder 
surgery. Other Razorbacks who didn’t par- 
ticipate in spring drills include receiver 
Kahlil Carter (foot), offensive tackle Tyler 
Garman (ankle), and linebacker Norman 
Nero (shoulder). 

— Stephen Caldwell 
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A Healthy Bell Has a Good Ring to It 


eno Bell watched helplessly from 
G the sidelines, a captain whose 

ship was sinking before his very 
eves while he stood safely on the shore. 

“It was frustrating as all outdoors,” Bell 
says. “I really didn’t know what to do.” 

He did everything he could. He 
cheered. He encouraged. He yelled. But 
it all had a hollow ring to Bell, because 
he couldn’t do the one thing Arkansas 
needed him to do most — play football. 

Bell, one of the Razorbacks’ best 
defensive linemen and most vocal lead- 
ers, felt like an outsider as the Hogs — 
his Hogs — struggled through a 4-7 sea- 
son while he nursed a back injury. 

This was supposed to be his senior 
season, his crowning year on a stellar 
career. Instead, he was left to watch 
along with the frustrated fans as every- 
thing that could go wrong did go wrong 
for the Razorbacks. 

Bell has been a mainstay on the 
Arkansas defensive front since his 


and he’s going to fit the offense.” 

That is, if Hill's knee holds up. After 
sitting out the entire 1996 season with an 
ACL injury to the left knee, Hill suffered a 
similar tear in the right knee during 
spring practice. Arkansas’ offense could 
take a serious hit if he is not able to 
return this fall. 

Sophomore Chrys Chuckwuma set 
the school record for rushing yardage by a 
freshman with 590 yards last season, 
while leading the team in rushing touch- 
downs with five. And redshirt freshmen 
Eric Branch and Rod Stinson showed 
promise in the spring. 

“We should have pretty good depth at 
tailback,” Ford said. 

Sophomore Nathan Norman and 
senior Alex Harris hope to give the Hogs 
a stronger presence at fullback than 
they've had in several years. If the other 
runners can contribute and the passing 
game progresses, a healthy Hill might not 
threaten the school record he set two 
years ago for carries in a season (307). 

“In 1995, it was Madre left, Madre 
right and Madre up the middle,” Hill said. 
“People pretty well knew what we were 
going to do. They'd line nine men up in 
the box, stack the line, and they knew we 
were still going to run the ball. That’s 


arrival from Columbia, S.C., in 1993. 
He played as a true freshman, started as 
a sophomore and junior, and was pre- 
season All-SEC going into his senior sea- 
son. But a back injury in the Hogs’ 
opener earned him a medical redshirt. 

Instead of spending this fall on an 
NFL roster, Bell will try to rebuild both 
his and the Hogs’ reputations. 

“That’s my goal — to go in and have 
a good season and show that I’m healthy 
and that I feel great,” says Bell, who had 
surgery in the off-season, but was able to 
practice in the spring. 

With an extra year to mature, the 
6-2, 278-pounder is bigger and stronger 
than ever and could be a dominating 
force on one of the league’s best defen- 
sive fronts. 

“I think our defensive line will be 
stronger,” says defensive coordinator 
Miles Aldridge. “Everyone is coming 
back, and the addition of Geno Bell 
should make it even better.” Q 


GENO BELL IS ONE OF THE RAZORBACKS’ 
BEST DEFENSIVE LINEMEN AND MOST 
VOCAL LEADERS. 

PHOTO BY 8.0. MOORE 


what made that year so special, the fact 
that everybody knew what was coming 
and we still did it. 

“With this offense, a lot of key plays 
will be made because the defense can’t do 
that. We have to keep them honest. And 
with this offense, we're capable of doing 
just that.” 


Ford worries most about 
his own expectations, not those 
of fans or administrators. 


“I’ve got my personal goals,” 
Ford said. “If I can’t reach what I 
think they should be, then I could 

see (stepping down).” 


Stephenson said the run-pass ratio will 
change from week to week based on how 
Arkansas matches up with its opponent. 

“We’re not going to say we're going 
to give it to a guy 35 times a game,” he 
said. “We may have to throw the ball 70 
times. Or we may run the ball 70 times. 
As long as we move it and put points on 
the board, it doesn’t matter.” 

The goal, of course, is to score touch- 
downs. But when the Hogs don’t cross 


the goal line, they still should be in good 
shape. Junior Todd Latourette was 9-for- 
14 on field-goal attempts last year, and 
18-of-19 on extra-point attempts. Senior 
punter Matt Wait averaged 40.3 yards per 
kick and pinned opponents inside their 
20-yard line 15 times. 

“We have everybody back on special 
teams, and we should be better,” Ford 
said. “We hope Matt starts off well and 
stays consistent. We hope he can main- 
tain it for 11 or 12 games. And if we can 
hit everything inside the 30 (on field goals) 
we'll win two more football games.” 

Two more might not be enough for 
Ford, but, again, he’s determined not to 
worry about his future. 

“Who knows what’s going to hap- 
pen,” he said. “Nobody ever knows. 
When you're younger, you worry about it 
more. The older you get, you don’t worry 
about it any more.” 

Ford worries most about his own expec- 
tations, not those of fans or administrators. 

“T ve got my personal goals,” Ford said. 
“If I can’t reach what I think they should be, 
then I could see (stepping down).” 

And just how high are those goals? 

“They're good,” Ford said with a 
smile. “They're very good.” 

— Stephen Caldwell 
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Tigers’ Hopes Ride On Craig 


erry Bowden's plate was full. 

Never mind that it was 3 p.m. and the Auburn head coach 

still had not gotten the chance to take a single bite of his 
lunch. It was the second day of spring drills, and one-on-one 
player meetings and impromptu coaching conferences had kept 
Bowden’s midday meal in his office refrigerator all afternoon. 
With only 30 minutes until practice — and with yet another 
appointment on his schedule — it was likely to remain there. 

A knock on the door signaled yet another interruption to 
Bowden's hectic — but, for him, normal — day. The visitor may 
have been unexpected, but judging by the smile on Bowden's 
face he was certainly welcome. 

“Hey Coach,” Bowden greeted Pat Dye, his predecessor, 
shaking the hand of the man who had guided the Tigers to four 
SEC championships from 1989 to 1992. 

Now a special consultant to Auburn president William Muse, 
Dye was on his way to a speaking engagement and needed foot- 
ball fodder to feed his alumni audience. 

After discussing Bowden's strategy for improving the Tigers’ 
ground game this season, the talk turned to the defense — an 
area of concern in 1996. 

“We'd like to get back to the point we were with the guys you 
left me with,” Bowden told Dye. “You know, when the players 
who started the season were still playing by the last game.” 

Eight-and-four marks over the last two seasons have left 
Auburn fans, well, hungry, for the day when first-year AU coach 
Bowden invited Dye up on the dais following a 22-14 victory 
over archrival Alabama at the conclusion of the 1993 season. 
Never mind that Auburn was on probation and ineligible for a 


1996; 8-4 overall, 4-4 SEC (3rd West) 

COACH: Terry Bowden — At Auburn: 
36-9-1, 4 years; Overall: 100-45-2, 
13 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 19; 8 Offense, 

_ 10 Defense, Placekicker/Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Dameyune 


Craig, PK/P Jaret Holmes, LB Takeo 
Spikes, DB Martavius Houston, WR 
Tyrone Goodson, OL Victor Riley, NT 
Jimmy Brumbaugh, DB Brad Ware 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: A more sea- 
soned Dameyune Craig should make 
his mark on the record books behind a 
veteran — and deep — offensive line. 


nerback? 


Spikes has the potential to claim a few 
more accolades, himself. All-SEC 
placekicker Holmes also is a threat. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: How fast can a 
young — but maturing — defense 
grow up? How quickly can Bowden 
revamp Auburn's running game? Who 
will step up to play tight end and cor- 


OVERVIEW: Craig and the development 
of the Tigers’ defense hold the key to 
whether Auburn can win the close ball 
games this season. As Bowden says, 
“a play here, a play there ...” 


postseason bowl. 

The Tigers had just gone 11-0 — thanks to players who were 
able to go the distance — and Bowden thought Dye deserved a 
share of the glory. The appreciative fans at Jordan-Hare Stadium 
responded in kind. 

Three years later, early injuries reduced Auburn’s defensive 
ranks to mere children by the end of the season. The players’ 
obvious inexperience resulted in a last-place finish in the SEC in 
total defense. 

“We had more injuries than I've ever had in my 14 years as a 
head coach,” Bowden said. 

“We scored more points against Alabama than we did in 93 or 
94. We just couldn’t hold a lead — and we couldn't stop anybody.” 

Not the least of which was the Crimson Tide. 

With 26 seconds left in the game — and an Auburn lead built 
mainly by 17 quick points in the second quarter — Dennis Rid- 
dle’s six-yard catch for a touchdown outsmarted the Tigers’ 
defense, lifting the Tide to a 24-23 victory as a result. 

The Georgia game also appeared in the bag — until 
the Tigers allowed the Bulldogs to score on the last play of 
regulation to tie it. Following four overtimes, UGA prevailed for 
a 56-49 win. 

It's interesting to note that of Auburn’s 11 defensive 
starters against Georgia and Alabama, nine were either freshmen 
or sophomores. 

“It may sound like excuses,” Bowden said, “but as I told 
Coach (Dye), we can no longer afford to go into a season and 
have to play freshmen like we did last year.” 

That’s not likely to happen, now that Quinton Reese, 
Leonardo Carson, Ezell Powell, Brad Ware 
and Antwoine Nolan are sophomores. 
Pressed into duty as true freshmen for the 
Tigers’ defensive ranks in 1996, they are 
ready to resume their positions as starters. 

“When spring practice started, | told our 
players that | wanted them to be able to 
look at themselves in the mirror and say, 
‘T'm not going to let a freshman take my 
position,” Bowden said. 

With 11 returning starters on defense, the 
newcomers better learn patience in a hurry. 

The defensive team’s only loss — albeit a 
big one — is All-America outside linebacker 
Marcellus Mostella, who finished his career as 
Auburn’s eighth all-time leading tackler. 


ALL-SEC LINEBACKER TAKEO SPIKES WAS THE 
ONLY SOPHOMORE TO BE NAMED A BUTKUS 
AWARD SEMIFINALIST IN 1996. 

PHOTO BY DAVID L GREENE 
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Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / CouEce 


Herman BANKS WR 6-0, 164 Mier Hartselle 

Ranked No. 61 prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep @ Had 106 career receptions @ As a senior, caught 46 passes 
for 741 yards and nine touchdowns # Member of PrepStar Dream Team # Chosen state's top receiver by Colle- 
giate Football Experts @ As a junior, had 1,128 receiving yards and 15 scores. 


Name / Position 


penta omer bit Ws 223 poy ‘ pate 
Rated No. 35 in Flori SuperPrep @ Listed among nation’s top 12 ru: National Recruiting 
parent edit iebnah yy Sehr pe Aa 13 sacks @ Made 34 career sacks . 


Demontray CARTER TB 5-10, 185 Pensacola, FL Pensacola 
Parade All-American @ Ranked No. 4 running back nationally by National Recruiting Advisor @ As a senior, | 
rushed for over 2,900 yards @ Ran for over 1,500 yards and scored 24 touchdowns as’a junior @ Rushed for | 
462 yards and five touchdowns on only 12 carries in one game. 


Larry CASHER DB i 155 ae tie ce on 
Ranked No. 42 prospect in Dixie Mobile Press-Register sive Player of the Year @ W 
intercepti Lene OHO bet Teo pase, Raed or Lee beens ashe 
Hoc] hess sie la @ Fourjeor sarr Maober sl brskabed and wok tos 


Roderick CHAMBERS LB 62,214 Eufaula Eufoula 
All-State @ As a senior, had 132 tockles and 25 sacks @ Blocked three punts, recovered three fumbles and 
caused four fumbles @ Had over 100 tackles as a junior. 


Meiko COLUER QB 62,228 Cordele, GA Gia Cony 

Rated No. 27 prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep @ Listed among nation’s top 12 pass-run quarterbacks by National 
Recruiting Advisor @ Atlanta Joural Consshon Super Southern 100 @ As a senior, passed for over 1,100 | 
yards and ran for 650 yards and was responsible for 19 scores . 


Heath EVANS FB 6-0, 225 West Palm Beach, FL The King’s Academy | 
As a senior, rushed for 2,294 yards @ Led the state of Florida in scoring with 39 touchdowns @ Also threw two | 
scoring passes @ Palm Beach Post Super 11 Team Ran for over 1,700 yards as a junior. 


Asa bey 1B ene 205 ai vinerate FL Die 
PrepStar All-American @ Ranked No. 61 player in Flori SuperPrep @ Had 33 sacks and 190 jackles during 
past two seasons @ Recovered hwo fumbles and had 85 shih as a senior. 


lay GRIFFIN DL Pi 265 , Brundidge Pearl River Junior College 
Ranked No, 97 junior college player nationally by SuperPrep Two-year junior college starter and team Most 
Valuable Player @ Prep All-State tight end. 


Hart McGARRY OL 6-5, 261 Prattville Praitvil 
Birmingham News Super Seniors @ All-State # Two-year starter @ Played guard, center and long snopper. 
Rob PATE DB 6-2, 195 Birmingham Erwin 


Ranked No. | prospect in the nation by SuperPrep at the Skilled Athlete position @ PrepStar All-American | 
Birmingham News Super Seniors @ As a senior, had 67 tackles, six interceptions and five fumble recoveries @ 
Ran for eight touchdowns and caught 33 passes for 455 yards and six scores . } 


Thomas PITTMAN DL 6-4, 265 Reserve, LA Eost 


St. John 
Parade All-American @ USA Today All-American @ Rated No. 3 defensive lineman nati by pits ° 
Ranked No. 2 nose guard nationally by National Recruiting Advisor @ As a senior, bal toot 14 sacks. 


Nane / Position Size HOMETOWN Hicu Scuoot / Couece 


Tavarreus POUNDS LB 6-1, 206 Villa Rica, GA Villa Rica 
Asa senior, had 130 solo tackles, 58 assists and two interceptions @ As starting fullback, ran for 800 yards and 
six touchdowns @ All-State Team Most Valuable Player. 


Mike PUCILLO OL 6-4, 275 


Brandon, FL Brandon 
Ranked No. 24 offensive lineman nationally and No. 22 in Florida by SuperPrep # PrepStor All-Ameri- 


can @ Two-year All-State @ Ranked No. 2 center in the South by Pigskin Preps @ Throws discus on track team. 
Clifton ROBINSON RB 5-8, 190 Naples, FL Barron Collier 

Parade All-American @ Rated No. 36 in Florida by SuperPrep eps All-American # Hod over 
5,000 career rushing yards, ranking fifth in state history All-State in football and basketball, where he aver- 
aged over 30 points per game. 

Shawn SHAW LB 6-1, 215 Pearson, GA Atkinson County 

Four-year starter @ Had Mears berghei running back, defensive back, linebacker and handled 
all kicking duties # Member of baseball and teams. 

Kendall SIMMONS DL 63,314 Ripley, MS Ripley 


Ranked No. 51 prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep @ PrepSiar All-American Three-year starter # As a senior, had 
70 tackles, four sacks and five forced fumbles # Rated No. 2 lineman in Mississippi by Jackson Clarion-Ledger. 


Slonford SIMMONS DB 63,195 Ashland Clay County 
Parade All-American Ranked No. 5 free safety nationally by National Recruiting Advisor # Rated No. 3 defen- 
sive back nationally and No. 4 player in Dixie by SuperPrep @ As a senior, had 71 tackles and eight interceptions. 


Whit SMITH LB 6-4, 225 Cordelle, GA Crisp County 

Ranked No. 56 prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep @ All-State @ Had 504 career tackles and 209 stops last season 

@ As. senior, had three interceptions and two fumble recoveries # Three-year starter. 

JsonSTANDRDGECE 64,210 Birmingham ‘ Hevit Tas 

Ranked No. 6 quarlerback nationally and No. 16 prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep @ PrepStar All-American # 

ee Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 @ All-State @ As a senior, had 1,200 yards and was responsi- 
15 touchdowns. 


Reid TANKERSLEY TE 6-3, 244 Wetumpka Wetumpka 
Ranked No. 49 prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep @ Three-year starter # Had 28 career receptions, including 14 
catches for 268 yards as a senior @ Graded over 85 percent on blocking assignments. 


Brandon TAYLOR OL 6-5, 275 Olive Branch, MS Olive Branch 

Asa senior, had 113 tackles ¢ All-Division Notional Honor Society president 

Jeremy TOUNGETT OL 6-6, 319 Olive Branch, MS Olive Branch 

All-State @ Rated No. 4 lineman in Mississippi by Jackson Clarion-Ledger # Played only one year of prep football . 
Adrian WEEKS DB 61,175 lake Butler, FL Union County 

Ranked No. 52 player in Florida by SuperPrep @ Had 111 interceptions during past two seasons @ Three-year 
starter @ Helped team to three state titles. 

Josh WELDON DL 6-4, 260 Cordelle, GA Crisp County 


Ranked No. 67 prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super 1] @ PrepStar All-Ameri- 
con @ Two-time All-State # As a senior, had 85 tackles, including five sacks and eight tockles for loss. 


AWOOKOATMHEMIGERS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS 


SCHEDULE 


(8-4-0, 4-4-0) ___Passine ; Sept. 4 at Virginia 
= Arr Comp Yaros Pct TD Int — —— 
29 UAB 0 310 169 2296 54.5 16 10 Sept. 13. Mississippi 
62 Fresno State 0) Es ET 
—-—- | Sept. 20 at LSU 

45 Mississippi 28 D 

15. LSU 19 \aeer EE as > seer ory Sept. 27 Central Florida 
= = = Beasley 94 428 4.6 36 5 - ry = 

28 South Carolina 24 | Cooper Ge Det Ley Oct. 4 at South Carolina 

Sea Se | Craig 123 207 Senate? 332 awe : = 

49 _ Mississippi State 15 RECEIVING Oct. 11 Louisiana Tech 
d (0) Florida ; 51 "No Yas Ave D 2 

Sane Adaneas 7 Bailey 45 592 132 «57—Sts«3 Oct. 18 — Florida 

Sis — £ Goodson 36 642 «178 ~«S5iI 6 | ; = 7 
28 NE Louisiana 24 Baker 34 528. 15.5 67. ~*5 Oct. 25 at Arkansas 
= Gosha 18 237m 2 26D = — 
23 Alabama y= 24 Tacxuss: Spikes 119; Neal 111; Houston 83; Mostella 80. | Nov. 1 5 ; & Georgia 
INDEPENDENCE BOWL INTERCEPTIONS: Ware 4; Bray 4; Nolan 3. = ns os —_ 
QB Sacks: Smith 5; Carson 4,5; Reese 4.5; Brumbaugh 3. 
32 Army 29 Tacktes For Loss: Houston 8; Neal 5. a Nov. 22 Alabama 
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Equally talented Martavius Houston and Takeo Spikes, how- 
ever, are back for their junior seasons. Named the SEC Freshman 
Co-Defensive Player of the Year in 1995, Houston (6-1, 219) led 
Auburn's defensive backs with 83 total tackles last year. 

All-SEC linebacker Spikes (team- 
high 119 tackles) was the only sopho- 
more to be named a Butkus Award 
semifinalist in 1996. He recorded dou- 
ble-figure tackles in eight games last 
season and already lists 190 career 
tackles to his credit. 

Second-leading tackler Ricky Neal 
(111 stops) is slated for the other inside 
spot after earning Co-Defensive MVP 
honors in Auburn’s win over Army in 
the Independence Bowl. 

Penciled in for the opening created 
by Mostella’s departure at outside line- 
backer is sophomore Marcus Washing- 
ton (6-3, 209), an Auburn native who 
started in one game last season. Reese 
(6-3, 220) endeared himself to Auburn 
fans in 1996 by sacking Alabama quar- 
terback Freddie Kitchens twice, and 
appears to have entrenched himself in 
the other outside slot. 

Powell (6-4, 284) and Carson (6-2, 
273) are the projected starters at 
defensive end, although Shannon Sut- 
tle may come back in the fall and take 
his left end position away from Powell. 
Suttle (6-4, 284) and Nate Smith (6-5, 
285) were held out of spring practice 
to further rehabilitate injured knees, but 
both are expected back for this senior 
campaigns after missing most of 1996. 

All-conference candidate Jimmy 
Brumbaugh (6-1, 266) returns at nose- 


ALL-CONFERENCE CANDIDATE JIMMY BRUMBAUGH 
(6-1, 266) RETURNS AT NOSEGUARD AFTER 
LEADING AUBURN’S DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
WITH 80 TACKLES LAST SEASON. 

PHOTO BY DAVID L. GREENE 


coordinator when Tommy Bowden got the head job at Tulane. 

The best news is that senior leader Dameyune Craig will be 
calling the shots. 

After biding his time first as a redshirt, then as Patrick Nix’s 
understudy for two seasons, Craig made 
up for lost time in 1996 by throwing for 
2,296 yards and 16 touchdowns. 

He led the team — and was third in 
the SEC behind Danny Wuerffel of 
Florida and Tennessee’s Peyton Man- 
ning— with 2,503 total yards. Known as 
much for his arm strength as his scram- 
bling ability, Craig set the Auburn single- 
game passing yardage record at 
Mississippi State (28-of-41, 394 yards, 4 
TDs) and the school and Independence 
Bowl records with 370 yards passing and 
445 total yards against Army. 

With Craig at the helm in "96, 
Auburn ranked third in the SEC behind 
Florida and Tennessee in scoring (33.27 
ppg) and passing (234.09 ypg) offense. 

“Dameyune Craig should have the 
chance to be one of the top quarter- 
backs in the nation this season,” Bow- 
den said with a smile. “We think he’s 
going to be a great one.” 

If last year is any indication, Bow- 
den should be happy. The quarterback 
who was overthrowing his receivers out 
of frustration at the start of the 1996 
campaign was calmly leading his team 
down the field by season’s end. 

“I call it poise under pressure,” Bow- 
den said. “The same thing that made 
Danny Wuerffel a better quarterback — 
that’s made all quarterbacks better — is 
just the ability to handle every situation. 


guard after leading Auburn’s defensive 
linemen with 80 tackles last season. 
Lining up against Alabama with a sprained knee last year, Brum- 
baugh not only recorded 15 tackles, but was within seconds of 
sacking Kitchens in the end zone for a safety which would have 
made the difference in the game. Junior Charles Dorsey is a 
more-than-capable backup. 

Starting at free safety for a squad that led the league and was 
ranked second nationally in turnover margin (1.27) in 1996, Brad 
Ware proved he was worthy of his Freshman All-SEC selection by 
running off with four interceptions — including one for a touch- 
down against Alabama. 

With what appears to be an overabundance of depth among 
his lineup, Bowden says the only real concern on defense this 
season are the comers. Five different cornerbacks started games 
in 1996, but none have stepped up to claim the position just yet. 
Jayson Bray, Rodney Crayton and Antwoine Nolan will get the 
first consideration. 

The good news on the other side of the ball, says offensive 
coordinator Rodney Allison, is that Auburn has a “senior tackle, a 
senior wide receiver, a senior fullback, a senior tight end and a 
senior quarterback. 

“You're talking about a lot of guys who have played in a lot of foot- 
ball games in the conference,” said Allison, who took over as offensive 


“Just like you or me or anybody else, 
we get better handling situations over 
time and the more confident we'll be in that situation.” 

Craig will face each circumstance while operating behind a vet- 
eran offensive line. 

In fact, Bowden said, the Tigers will be “two deep with one 
left over” on the line — and that’s even before the freshmen set 
foot on campus. 

“This is the first time since I've been here that we've had that 
much depth,” Bowden said of a line that returns Kendell Mack (6- 
5, 310) and T.J. Dunigan (6-3, 283) at guard, 96 SEC All-Fresh- 
man tackle Jeno James (6-3, 297) and first-team all-conference 
tackle Victor Riley (6-5, 321), while much-heralded freshman T.J. 
Meers (6-3, 308) could break in at strong guard after a redshirt 
season. “If they all pull through, we'll have our best line ever.” 

While senior center James Kiger quit the team during spring 
drills because of family obligations, Karl Lavine (6-3, 280) is 
ready to step in, with freshman Cole Cubelic (6-3, 284) nipping 
at his heels. 

Despite the loss of big-play maker Robert Baker to academics, 
there shouldn't be a dropoff at wide receiver, either. Not with senior 
Tyrone Goodson heading up a group of five returning wideouts. 
Goodson burned opponents for a team-leading 17.8 yards per recep- 
tion off of 642 yards and six touchdown catches in 1996. 
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TIGERS SPRING ROSTER SPRING UPDATE 


Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN . NAM Pos. Ciass Hr. Wr. HomeTown 
1 207 Clinton, LA 


ast year’s A-Day intrasquad game 

featured a controlled scrimmage 

between the offense and defense — 
a rather uninteresting exhibition which 


even head coach Terry Bowden found 
difficult to watch. 
L3 This spring Bowden wanted to shake 
yon By : D1. things up in an all-out, four-quarter con- 
9% Jimmy Brumbaugh NT kT 266 KeystoneHphisFl 75 TJ. Mees = OL Fr = 6308 Alknn,GA test that pitted “the best against the best,” 
20. Dustin Byrd WR So 59 170 Enterprise 28 Lamy Melton FS Sr 5-11 193 Valdosta, GA he said. 
42° Marcus Camp if reeled Vibes Gan. “% Joey Miler an ih Fee WS TIA 195 Green SC Quarterback Dameyune Craig proved 
64 Bloke Comhers «C-—=sFr_—«« 60-259 NormanPork,GA 97 Brent Mueller NT Fr 62 250 Foidox, VA why he’s No. 1 on the depth chart by lead- 
95° \sonordoConon «DE. «So. G2) 273) Mobi 50. Ricky Neal 18 (S Sil) 27 ‘Osea ing his Blue team to a dramatic 10-7 vic- 
17 Markeih Cooper —«TB.Ss«So)s«5 156 Miomi,Fl = 38. Roman Neon «= sFBOFr.« S10. 210 ‘Fork, VA tory over the White squad. Craig pulled the 
98 Kin Condens «=TE. «S63. 2M Deck «=Ss=«*«i'S Amtwcne Nikon «CB «So. SB 172. Shorpaburgs GA trigger on a 50-yard drive that set up a 32- 
16 Domeyune Craig «GBS «= 1200 Prichard 81 Poul Owen TE So 63 215. Birmingham yard, game-winning field goal by Jarrett 
[O"lsauey Gop 01GB STI SET Dealer) 200) Cacodsfemacionlal hm aso mr Senior hia) Holmes with 46 seconds left. 
37 Terance Crowder 1B 2 210 Caellon,GA 89 Hicks Poor WR S60 172 Morita, GA * Redshirt freshman quarterback Ben 
61 Cole Cubetic Cc fr 63° 284 Bieninghom 1) Exell Powell —_—— DE _ So 64 284 Georgiana : Leard, who established himself as Craig’s 
“69 DeMores Cory OL. +65. 314. Cohmbus, GA 86 Quinon Reese 1B. So 63 220. Birminghom backup during the spring, called the signals 
92 Bobby Daflin BS 64 231 Pichord 6B Vicor Riley OLS 65 321 Swansea, SC for the losing White team at A-Day. 
49 Steve Davi fk &1 193 Dedevile 20 Courtney Rose Satna alieumce Although Leard's playing time may be lim- 
re a ere an, SR eR aa ited this season, Bowden said he is confi- 
41 Tyrone Dillard TE S 62 251 Rnerddle, GA 84 Mork Shorpe TE Sr 63 236 Wempla dent in the 6-3, 212-pounder’s ability 
91 Charles Dorsey NI ke 62 292 Ph lovderdle, FL 94 Note Smith DE Se 65 285 Shdmor Fl et he have to come off th “ bench. 
77 Wi Doigen OL So 64 283. Coffevile Ro a Sn Ge ae erhaps the best compliment paid by 
76 Jef Dunlop DE fr 64 223° Peorson,GA 53 MamingSume 1B Fr 60 223 _Biminghom Bowen neva Sarees when he 
“7A. Ben Eli OL So &5 287 Poplowile,MS «99 SharmonSule --iDE.-«Sr.«=— GA 284 LoFayete, GA referred to Leard oe Stan White-type 
33S - ; —— quarterback.” White, the Tigers’ quarter- 
oe ey Be Een ph cheba tas EAB a back from 1990-93, is the school’s career 
aKa aes lil Eiht PERS le passing leader with 8,016 yards. 
58 "Noh Gorden: WB So 510" 227" loads -32_AdkaiTrone Bk 59163 Tuva ¢ Former Texas A&M tight end Larry 
2W Keri, Gans SPREE 192 Genera 2 62 ek Tatter SS SNUCK W102i Ths Edmondson joined Bowden's staff this 
ND ecko A EI a it 10 AhoryVoDewen 8 So G1 222 liding NO spring as wide receivers coach — reuniting 
38 Cordova Hell Rb Fr 57167 _Cobmbus, GA 27 Brod Wore FS So 62 180 _ Powder Spgs, GA with newly named offensive coordinator 
85 Jeremy Hand WR Se 511175 Aubum 82 MarcusWoshingion 1B So 63209 Aubum Rodney Allison in the process. 
15 Dovid Hil WR ofr 61175. Evfoa 72 Andre Wilioms NT Fr S10. 271 Mable The duo coached together at Southern 
19° Jaret Holmes PK S62 209 Clinton, MS 3 Rusty Williams RB So 60 197 _Mencks Comer, SC Miss for three years, and led the Golden 
18 RyonHocker Bf 60 179 Pontoac, MS 22 Tyreece Wilicms CB_—Sr_—— 61192 Moss Point, MS Eagles to upsets over Florida State, 
25 MartovusHowion —SS_k 1219 Louderdcells, FL == 3.‘Reggie Wochy = WR Fr «G0 1B1 Godden Alabama and Auburn during their tenure. 
78 Jeno James OL So 63 297 Manigomery 35. Jeremy Zils Pk 63 200 TownCreck NFL players Todd Kinchen and Eddie Ken- 
52. James Kiger C Se 63 264 Dolevile Reser and deph chart subjed to chonge. Z nison (LSU) and Eugene Rowell and 


Michael Jackson (USM) are listed among 
Edmondson’s proteges. 

1997 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART EEE eeeaacs 

Bowden said of Tigers strong safety Mar- 

tavius Houston, who had a team-high 73 


eS een 9) Sr/ Ben Lac Fr at — u ii Powell, So/Shannon Suttle, Sr = solo tacldés andwas named the SEC’ Co- 
1B Rusty Williams, So/Markeith Cooper, So NG Jimmy Brumbaugh, Jr/Charles Dorsey, Jr ty Def. RGIECoRh f the Y. in 1995 
5 erensive Fresnman oO e year in : 
FB Kevin McLeod, Sr or Fred Beasley, Sr RE Leonardo Carson, So/Jeff Dunlap, a But last Houston oducti 
WR Karsten Bailey, Jr/Errick Lowe, Sr OLB —_ Quinton Reese, So/Bobby Datffin, Sr ME Seo ry OU Pp i Menon 
WR ___ Tyrone Goodson, Sr/Hicks Poor, Sr iB Ricky Neal, Sr/Haven Fields, So level dropped off, and Bowden thinks < 
TE Tyrone Dillard, Sr/Mark Sharpe, Sr LB Takeo Spikes, Jr/i Marcus Camp, . a sophomore weight Galhvas the major cul- 
LT Jeno James, So/Ben Elliot, So i OLB Marcus Washington, So/Ryon Taylor, Jr prit. Houston IS listed at 6-1, 2 19 pounds 
“LG ‘TJ. Meers, Fr/Kendell Mack, Jr "EEA NGaiee Nelshi Sa/lanen Braye on the current Auburn roster. Bowden 
~C Karl Lavine, Jr/Cole Cubelic, Fr =a “CB Rodney Crayton, So/Marlon Taylor, So thinks his Iughens defensive back needs to 
RG) TJ, Donigon, So/Mareus Aviry, Fr SS Martavils Houston, Jr/Couriney Rose, Fr lose at least nine pounds to get back to all- 
RT Victor Riley, Sr/DeMarcus Cury, Jr FS Brad Ware, So/Larry Melton, Sr conference form. 
PK Jaret Holmes, Sr/Kevin Gentle, Jr , P Jaret Holmes, Sr/Jeremy Zills, Jr — Susan Storey 
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THIS SEASON, PREDICTS AUBURN COACH 
TERRY BOWDEN, DAMEYUNE CRAIG HAS 
THE POTENTIAL TO GO FROM 
“GOODNESS TO GREATNESS.” 

PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


Craig Excited About Dream Season 


T: way Dameyune Craig figures 
it, he’s going to have to be flaw- 
less this season. 

“Against Georgia, I took 96-98 
snaps, and the coaches graded me as 
making only two mistakes — and vet we 
lost the game,” Auburn’s senior quarter- 
back said. “I asked myself, ‘What can I 
do to help us win games?’ And I decided 
I just have to be perfect.” 

Judging by the ability Craig dis- 
played in his first full season of play 
in 1996, his goal may not be so 
far-fetched. 

A redshirt season and two years as 
Patrick Nix’s backup kept Craig mainly 
on the sidelines from 1993-95. Yet in 
only one year’s time Craig has already 
claimed a couple of school records (sin- 
gle-game passing yardage and total 


yards) and has steadily moved up on sev- 


eral other Auburn all-time lists. 

This season, predicts Auburn coach 
Terry Bowden, Craig has the potential 
to go from “goodness to greatness.” 

In fact, if Peyton Manning had 


And against Alabama last season, 
Craig connected with a streaking Karsten 
Bailey for a 57-yard scoring play. The 
speedy junior from Sharpsburg, Ga.., is 
slated for the other starting spot, while 
seniors Hicks Poor, Errick Lowe and 
Jeremy Hand also should log considerable 
playing time under the tutelage of new 
wide receivers coach Larry Edmondson. 

With only one scholarship player 
returning to the lineup, tight end might 
provide a weakness this season. Senior 
Tyrone Dillard, however, has the ability to 
make it a strength. 

And with Bowden looking to improve 
Auburn’s running game — “We've been 
up high in the conference rankings in 
rushing every year except last year,” he 
said — fans might see more of senior full- 
backs Fred Beasley and Kevin McLeod, as 
well as sophomore tailbacks Rusty 
Williams and Markeith Cooper. Beasley 
needs just four yards to become the 31st 
player in Auburn history to rush for 1,000 
career yards. 

“There were certain situations last 
year where we could have possibly made 
a touchdown here or a touchdown there, 
a play here or a play there, and it might 


decided to forego his senior season at 
Tennessee for the NFL, experts say 
Craig would have been the premier sig- 
nal-caller in the SEC. It’s a concept that 
intrigues Craig. 

“That’s one of my dreams — to com- 
pete against Peyton Manning in the SEC 
Championship Game,” the 6-1, 200- 
pounder said. 

Whether Craig is able to lead the Tigers 
to Atlanta, however, his delivery should be 
a lot calmer in his final campaign. 

In a prespring meeting with his senior 
leader, Bowden told Craig he needed to 
“start acting like a quarterback instead of 
a linebacker who does backflips whenever 
his scores a touchdown.” Bowden’s words 
of wisdom became the USA Today Quote 
of the Day. 

“The excitement came from three 
years of built-up anticipation,” Craig 
explained in self-defense. 

“I love playing football — and if you 
hadn't played in three years and you go 
out and throw your first touchdown — 
you'd be excited, too.” 0 


have made the difference in two or three 
games,” said Allison, who also is in 
charge of running backs. “We just didn’t 
run the football as well as we should have. 

“Offensively, we may not even be able 
to run it as much because of Dameyune’s 


passing ability and all the wideouts we have 
coming back. But when we do run it, we've 
got to be a mentally and physically tougher 
offensive football team.” 

Technically speaking, the Tigers will 
operate out of a Pro-I formation, either lin- 
ing up with the tight end and two backs, or 
with four wideouts spreading the field. 

And when they're successful in moving 
downfield this season, All-SEC placekicker 


Jaret Holmes (13-20 FGs, 43-45 PATs, 82 
points in 1996)— who handles placekicking, 
punting and kickoff chores — will line up for 
extra points and field goals. 

The Tigers will kick off the 1997 season 
at Virginia. 

“Some people ask me ‘Is this your 
easy schedule or your hard schedule?’ 
Which means, ‘Are you playing Florida 
and Alabama at home this season or are 
you playing them on the road?’ — as if 
it’s easy to play Florida and Alabama at 
home,” Bowden said with a laugh. “At 
Auburn, you've got to beat Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia and LSU — all pretty 
good teams — so it’s hard all the time. 

“Then they say ‘Will we be a good 
football team or a great football team?’ 
Greatness is a play here or a play there. 
The Alabama game has come down to 
the last play four years in a row, LSU 
came down to the last play three years in 
a row — even Georgia has been the same 
way for us. 

“In reality, greatness is gonna take 
extreme hard word and a little luck. 

“But, for us, 8-4 just doesn’t get it 
anymore.” 

— Susan Storey 


1997 


Linpy’s FooTBALL ANNUALS 127 


FLORIDA 


GATORS 


Vols Have Gators on Their Minds ... and Vice Versa 


t is early April in Gainesville and it feels like early fall. Sum- 

mer-like conditions gently toast the campus at the University 

of Florida, the day quickly evolving into one of those rare 
spring moments you can’t get enough of. 

Steve Spurrier couldn’t be any happier. 

A long-awaited national championship behind him, weeks 
of summer golf in front of him. And the Tennessee Volunteers 
right where he wants them — five months before the Gators and 
the Vols meet in what has become the biggest game of the 
Southeastern Conference season, and the season barometer for 
each team. 

Five months before kickoff, and the Tennessee players 
are already taking verbal shots at Spurrier — and Spurrier is 
already in their collective psyches. The team that can’t seem to 
shake Florida’s physical and mental edge the past four seasons, 
is already wound tighter than Greg Norman on the back nine 
at Augusta. 

It seems the Tennessee players were shown a copy of an edi- 
torial cartoon printed in a Memphis newspaper that made fun of 
the Vols’ lofty goals last season. The players were then told 
Spurrier was passing it around at the Sugar Bowl last January 
and getting a big laugh out of it. 

Tennessee players fumed. Spurrier crooned. 

“It’s very flattering they think I’m that important that they 
want to start talking about me up there in April,” Spurrier said. “I 
find it amusing that they make a big deal out of every little thing 
we do down here. I didn’t realize I was that important to all those 
Tennessee folks.” 

Just about as important as they are to him. Florida and Ten- 
nessee — the SEC’s elite the last four years — need each other, 
feed off each other. When Vols quarterback 
Peyton Manning announced his intentions 
to stay for his senior season, there was as 


winner Danny Wuerffel left off? 

The winner of the game, players and coaches agree, has the 
edge on the SEC East Division title and a ticket to the SEC 
Championship game. From there, with a little luck (as Florida 
showed last year), a potential shot at the national title could be 
there for the taking. 

“It's obvious how big that game has become,” said Florida 
cornerback Fred Weary. “You win that game, and you're in good 
shape if you stay focused the rest of the way. Every SEC game is 
big, but that one sets up everything else. Everybody talks about 
that one before the season even starts.” 

The reason for Tennessee’s early excitement is twofold: This 
is the Vols’ best shot at Florida since beating the Gators in 1992. 
And, more importantly, Florida’s high-octane offense may take 
some time to get up to speed this season. 

For the first time since Spurrier arrived at his alma mater in 
1990, the Florida defense may set up the offense, or at least lead 
the way in the early season. The two key components to 
Spurrier’s Throw as You Go offense — quarterback and wideout 
— lack experience. On the other hand, the defense under sec- 
ond-year coordinator Bob Stoops could be the best at the school 
since the early 1980s. 

Florida’s front seven, led by all-star tackles Ed Chester and 
Reggie McGrew and linebacker Johnny Rutledge, was one of the 
nation’s best last season. Everyone returns from a group that 
helped the Gators to a No.14 ranking in total defense, and 
there’s more depth than ever. The Gators, who were completely 
healthy on the line only once last year (the Sugar Bowl), could 
rotate as many as six tackles and six ends. Moreover, nine of 
those 12 are underclassmen — including star sophomore line- 


much an uproar from fans in Gainesville as 
there was in Knoxville. 

So it’s no wonder as Florida begins 
defense of its national title and four-year 
SEC reign, the talk is of Tennessee again. 
Can the Gators, who lose two starters in 
the secondary, cover well enough to control 
Manning? Can sophomore quarterback 
Doug Johnson, who has 27 career pass 
attempts, pick up where Heisman Trophy 


THE GATORS HAVE ONE OF THE 
SEC’S BEST WIDEOUTS IN JACQUEZ GREEN 
(33 CATCHES, NINE TDS LAST SEASON), 
BUT WILL NEED AS MANY AS TWO OR THREE 
OF THE FRESHMEN TO STEP UP. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


1996: 12-1 overall; 9-0 SEC (1st East) 

COACH: Steve Spurrier — At Florida, 
73-14-1, seven years; Overall: 93-27- 
2, 10 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 12; 4 Offense, 7 


Defense, Punter 


| PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Doug Johnson, 


WR Jacquez Green, TB Fred Taylor, OT 
Mo Collins, DT Ed Chester, LB Johnny Rut- 
ledge, LB Jevon Kearse, CB Fred Weary 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The defensive 


front seven, loaded with talent and 
depth, could be the best group in 
school history. 


PRIMARY PROBLEMS: Replacing record- 
setting quarterback Danny Wuerffel, 
although Johnson — a true sophomore 
— has looked impressive in spots. 

OVERVIEW: Johnson has two non-con- 
ference setup games to get comfort- 
able before rival Tennessee comes to 
town on Sept. 20 for a game that usu- 
ally shapes the direction of the SEC 
race. If the Gators win there, and the 
defense plays to its potential, another 
run at the SEC and national titles is not 
out of the question. 
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Nane / Position Suze HOMETOWN HiGh ScHoot / CoulEGE 


Bennie ALEXANDER DB 5-9, 170 Raiford Union County | 
PrepStar All-American All-State @ Florida Times-Union Super 24 @ As a senior, had two interceptions @ | 
Ran for 815 yards on just 68 carries and scored 11 touchdowns @ Caught 19 passes for 375 yards and 


four scores. 


Alex BROWN LB 63, 230 White Springs Horrilion County 

Ranked No. 3 weakside linebacker nationally by National Recruiting Advisor @ Rated No. 6 in 
Florida by SuperPrep # PrepStar All-America Dream Team @ District Most Valuable Player on offense and | 
defense @ As a senior, had 117 tackles, four fumbles recovered and two blocked field goals @ Rushed for | 
18 touchdowns and passed for six scores @ District Most Valuable Player in basketball. 


Ben BROWN OL 6-5, 275 Cleorwater Countryside | 
Ranked No. 9 offensive tackle nationally by National Recruiting Advisor @ Rated No. 24 player in Florida 
by SuperPrep @ USA Today All-American @ Three-year, Wwo-way starter All-State. 


Andra DAVIS LB 6-2, 240 live Oak Suwannee | 
Rated No. 11 player in Florida by SuperPrep @ Three-year starter @ All-State @ Played in only seven 
aeares ei) Ph due to injury, but had 105 total tackles with seven sacks @ Rushed for 751 yards and four 
fouc! 5. 


Kennard ELUS LB 6-2, 225 Orlando Dr. Phillips 

Ranked No. 7 strongside linebacker nationally by National Recruiting Advisor @ Rated No. 21 linebacker 
nationally by SuperPrep @ As a senior, had 89 tackles, six sacks, four forced fumbles, hwo recovered fum- | 
bles and four passes broken Up. 


Luke FARMER B 6-0, 232 St. Petersburg Boca Ci 
Third team All-State @ All-Conference @ As a senior, had three catches for 24 yards ee two touchdowns 
@ Had 56 solo tackles, 22 assists, seven sacks, three pass deflections and one fumble recovery. 


Mike GIPSON B 511,185  OakRRidge, TN Ook Ridge 

Ranked No. 39 player in Dixie by SuperPrep @ All-State # As a senior, caught 41 passes for 635 yards 
and 10 touchdowns @ Rushed for 578 yards and seven scores @ Returned four punts for touchdowns @ As 
a junior quarterback, threw for over 1,000 yards and ran for over 700 yards, | 


Brian HAUGABROOK WR 6-1, 200 Wildwood Wildwood 
USA Today All-American @ PrepStar All-American @ Rated No, 39 player in Florida by SuperPrep 
Caught 45 Wpexe last season for 845 yards and seven touchdowns @ Averaged eight yards per rushing 


attempt and scored three touchdowns @ Had 36 tackles and intercepted three passes @ State 200-meter 
dash champion, 
Tom HILLARD L 6-3, 260 Jocksonville Bolles 


Ranked No. 5 center nationally by National Recruiting Advisor @ Rated No. 66 player in Florida by | 
SuperPrep @ PrepStar All-American Three-year starter @ All-State. 


Darrell JACKSON WR 6-0, 192 Tampa Catholic 

Ranked No. 11 receiver nationally by SuperPrep @ Rated No. 3 wide receiver nationally by Notional 
Recruiting Advisor @ USA Today second team All-American # Had 191 career receptions for 4,594 yards 
and 50 touchdowns @ Set national career record with 24.05 yard per catch average @ In 1996, caught 
67 passes for 1,826 yards and 18 scores. 


Hich ScHoot / CouEcE 


Name / Posmion Size HoMETOWN 


Marquand MANUEL DB 6-0, 193 Miami Senior 

SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. 13 player in Florida @ Rated No. 4 free safety nationally by 
National Recruiting Advisor @ All-State # As a senior, had 94 tackles with nine interceptions and eight 
passes broken up @ Had 15 career interceptions. 


Tommy MOODY DL 6-4, 270 Seville 
Ranked No. 16 defensive lineman nationally by Si 
Daytona Area @ Three-year, two-way starter @ H 


Tim OLMSTEAD GB 6-2, 196 Binghamton, NY Woodberry Forest, VA 
Parade All-American Rated No. 10 quarterback nationally by SuperPrep # Ranked No. 7 pro-style 
varterback nationally by National Recruiting Advisor @ As a senior, threw for 1,896 yards and 24 touch- 

see completing 59 percent of passes @ Had 4,552 career passing yards and 42 scoring throws. 


Taylor DeWitt 
ep @ All-State @ Defensive Player of the Year for 
77 tackles, including 10 for loss as a senior. 


Jesse PALMER QB 6-2, 205 Nepean, Ontario St. Pius X 

Participated in spring drills @ PrepStar All-American # Canadian Player of the Year in 1996 @ Passed for 
2,934 yards and 31 touchdowns with a 64 percent completion rate Led team to Provincial Champi- 
onship three times. 


Rob ROBERTS L 6-2, 249 Dade City Pasco 
Three-year, Wwo-way starter @ Recruited as tight end  PrepStar All-SEC Region Ranked No. 46 player 
in Florida by SuperPrep Third team All-State # Made 90 tackles as a senior. 


Steve SHIPP WR 6-2,190 Charlotte, NC West Charlotte 

Parade All-American @ USA Today All-American @ PrepStar Dream Team @ Ranked No. 1 player in 
North Carolina by SuperPrep @ Rated No. 2 receiver nationally by Notional Recruiting Advisor @ As a 
senior, had 76 catches for 1,340 yards and 12 scores @ Career totals of 166 catches for 3,035 yards and 
28 touchdowns. 


Erik STRANGE OL 6-4, 289 Orlando Boone 
Ranked No. 51 prospect in Florida by SuperPrep @ Rated No. 13 offensive guard nationally by National 
Recruiting Advisor # PrepStar All-American @ Three-year starter @ Two-time All-Central Florida. 


Travis TAYLOR WR 6-1, 190 Jacksonville Ribault 
Ranked No. 9 receiver nationally by SuperPrep @ All-State # As a senior, caught 46 passes for 811 yards 
and seven touchdowns @ Made three interceptions @ Florida Times-Union Super 24. 


T, J, TUCKER PK/P 6-2, 240 New Port Richey River Ridge 

Parade All-American @ Ranked No. 3 kicker nationally by National Recruiting Advisor # PrepStar All- 
American @ As a senior, averaged 45.6 yards per punt @ Hit on nine of 11 field goals last season @ Was 
21 of 30 on career field goal attempts, with a long kick of 55 yards @ Also played quarterback, 


Kenyatta WALKER OL 6-6, 285 Meridian, MS Meridian 
USA Today All-American @ PrepStar All-American, rated among nation’s top 10 offensive linemen. 


Gerard WARREN DL 6-4, 295 Raiford Union County 

Rated No. 4 nose guard nationally by National Recruiting Advisor # SuperPrep Dixie Defensive Player of 
the Year, ranked No. 4 player in Florida USA Today second team All-American @ Two-time All-State # 
Hod 36 career sacks @ Helped team to three consecutive state titles 
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INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS 


(12-1-0, 9-0-0) PASSING Aug. 30 — Southern Mississippi 
—_— > Comp Yarps Pct —_——_——— —— ae 
: 55 SW Louisiana 21 } Wuerffel 360 207-3625 «57.5 39 13 Sept. 6 Central Michigan 
62 Georgia Southern 14 Johnson 27 12 17) 4445 2 3 
- = RUSHING Sept. 20 Tennessee . 
35 Tennessee 29 Ted ey = ‘ k 
7 ept. at Kentuc 
65 Kentucky - 0 Williams = «106 = 671 Ss 6.3 M6 2 u 
42 Arkansas 7 Taylor 104 629 6.0 30 5| Oct. 4 Arkansas 
—_ Jackson 79 388 49 34 8 
56 LSU 13 McCaslin 4 2500 ini Aen 63) tl Oct. 11. at LSU 
51 Auburn 10 RECEIVING = 7 ~ 
- ene = ay Oct. 18 — at Auburn 
AT as eae i“ | Anth [2m AZIIe AO mens 
————— — nthony rae 
28 — Vanderbilt 21 |Hilliord 47 900 191 46 10 el le v3, Georgia —_ 
apt ; - Green 33 626 190 85 9 . 
52 ‘South Carolina 25 Williams 14 hae ey Sean Nov. 8 — Vanderbilt 
45 Alabama 30 Tackués: Bates 135; Rutledge 108; Wright 76; Showers 72. | a 
er Reacoiione Woay = Boa 5; | Nov. 22 Florida State 
° | QB Sacks: Beauchamp 7; Rutledge 6; Chester 6; Davis 5.5. > " 
52 Florida State 20 “Taos Fon Los Gc ters Gide é Jacksonville, FL 
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FLORIDA’S FRONT SEVEN, LED BY ALL-STAR LINEBACKER JOHNNY RUTLEDGE, 
WAS ONE OF THE NATION’S BEST LAST SEASON. 
PHOTO BY PAUL CHAPMAN 


backer Jevon Kearse, who will move to 
rush end in third-down situations. 

“It all starts at the defensive line,” said 
Chester, who led the team with 33 Big 
Plays (including six sacks, 10 tackles for 
losses) even though he battled a shoulder 
injury for much of the season. “We know 
we can't let up this season, because we’re 
not going to be sneaking up on anyone. If 
we have to win with defense, we will.” 

The only question on defense is the 
secondary, which, for the previous two 
seasons, was the team’s strength. Gone is 
four-year starting corner and two-time All- 
SEC selection Anthone Lott and strong 
safety Lawrence Wright, last year’s 
Thorpe Award winner. Former tailback 
Elijah Williams has moved to the corner 
spot, and Tony George, a former high 


1997 


school All-American who had been rotat- 
ing between corner and safety, moves into 
the strong safety spot. 

Two freshman signees, cornerback 
Bennie Alexander and safety Marquand 
Manuel, could also make an impact. 

“We have a lot of talent in the 
secondary,” said George, the team’s 
third corner in pass situations last season. 
“We've got guys that have been waiting 
their turn, waiting to make a name 
for themselves.” 

That's just the situation Johnson was 
in last season as the heir to college foot- 
ball’s most high-profile position, sitting 
behind Wuerffel and learning from both 
he and Spurrier. Wuerffel taught him how 
to react on and off the field; Spurrier 
taught him the intricacies of Fun and Gun 


101. At one point last season, while sit- 
ting next to Wuerffel on a pregame bus 
ride, Johnson finally realized what it was 
all about. 

“Danny wrapped five years of being 
at Florida into a 30-minute bus ride,” 
Johnson said. “Needless to say, I learned 
a lot there.” 

He took much of that into spring 
practice, where he separated from the 
rest of the quarterbacks and had an 
impressive spring game. His second pass 
from scrimmage was an 80-yard touch- 
down pass to Jacquez Green, with 55 of 
those yards on a tight rope, hitting Green 
in stride. In a little less than two quarters, 
he threw three touchdowns and answered 
plenty of questions. 

“Everybody knows you can’t expect 
the same things from Doug that Danny 
did,” said UF offensive tackle Mo Collins. 
“He’s (Johnson) his own person. In 
my mind, he can be just as successful 
(as Wuerffel).” 

Much of that could be determined by 
how well Florida’s Fab Five freshmen 
wideouts respond this season. The Gators 
have one of the SEC’s best wideouts in 
Green (33 catches, nine TDs last season), 
but will need as many as two or three of 
the freshmen to step up. 

With All-Americans Reidel Anthony 
and Ike Hilliard turning pro, Florida 
needed — and got —a big recruiting class 
at wide receiver. The two big names: 
USA Today All-American Steve Shipp of 
West Charlotte and Darrell Jackson of 
Tampa. Shipp was considered one of the 
top two wideouts in the country by most 
recruiting analysts, and Jackson set the 
national high school record for career 
receiving yards (4,594). 

The sleeper of the group, though, may 
be Brian Haugabrook from tiny Wildwood 
(Fla.), who has the size (6-2, 205 pounds) 
and speed (state 200-meters champion in 
21.37) to be a game-breaker. 

Three years ago, Florida was in a sim- 
ilar situation with six wideout recruits. 
Two of the lesser names — Anthony and 
Hilliard — made immediate impacts. 

“Coach Spurrier was very honest 
when he recruited me about what I 
needed to do to play,” Haugabrook said. 
“He said whoever comes to camp in the 
best shape and learns the offense will be 
the guys on the field. You can bet I’m 
going to be in shape in the fall.” 

Pressure on the wideouts will be allevi- 
ated somewhat by Florida’s talented and 
ever-growing backfield. Last year at this 
time, the Gators had three tailbacks good 


Linpy’s FooTeaAtt ANNUALS 131 


GATORS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN No. NAME Pos. Class Ht. Wr. HomeTown 
96 Erie Bodeaux DT So 6-4 273 RiverRidge, LA 4] Keith Kelsey 1B So 60 218 Newberry : 
20. Tyrone Boker CB S 59 168 Goinesvlle ‘89 Eon Kinney —TE_—«So. 6:6 256 Ashlond, VA 
10 Ronnie Bate CBS 58 170. F.Myers 65. Seon Ladd OL kk 64 265 Potomac, MD 
93 TimBeouchamp DE Jr 62 255 OckHill 38 Demetiustewis SS. So. 60198 Decobr, GA 
"77 Cheston Blacksheor Ol So. 63 272. Jockuomile 32 Eugene McCosin RB So 6-1 203 Tampa 
7 Nook Banda) QR Sr 164. 0232." FiNhers 4 Xover McCray —BSr_ S11 212 Moni 
33 TeokoBrovm FS ie S11 190 Mimi 92 ReggieMcGrew DT So 62 281 Mayo 
TB PotBrowning «OL So. GA 294 Tampa "3 TrvisMGrif = «WR oe 58 177 Goinewille 
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1997 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


Doug Johnson, So/Noah Brindise, Sr 


LE Tim Beauchamp, Jr/Buck Gurley, Fr 


__Mo Collins, Jt/Cooper Carlisle, So 
Collins Cooper, Jr/Robby Stevenson, Jr 


: TB Fred Taylor, Sr/Eugene McCaslin, So lt €d Chester, Jr/Mike Moten, Sr } 

FB Terry Jackson, Jr/Ernie DuBose, Sr RT —_ Reggie McGrew, So/Keith Council, Sr 
WR Jacquez Green, Jr/Jamie Richardson, So RE Willie Rodgers, Sr/Willie Cohens, fe 
WR Nafis Karim, Jr/TravisMeGriff, Jr OLB Johnny | Rutledge, Ie/ Kavin Walton, Sr 

TE — Taras Ross, Sr/Erron K Kinney, So 1B Dwayne Thomas, Sr/Keith Kelsey, So = 

tT Zach Piller, Jr/Scott Bryan, So OLB Mike Peterson, Jr/Jevon Kearse, So 

LG Ryan | Kalich, So/Deac Story, Jr CB Elijah Williams, Sr/Ronnie Battle, Sr “ 

C  Wyley Ritch, Sr/ZacZedalis, Fr CS “CB. Fred Weary, Sr/Tyrone Baker, Sr 
RG Corey Yarbrough, So/Cheston Blackshear, So FS Teako Brown, Jr/Mike Harris, Sr 


SS Tony George, Jr/Jon Xynidis, Sr 


P Robby Stevenson, Jr/Alan Rhine, Fr 


SPRING UPDATE 


or three years, he was the Gators’ 

most elusive tailback in a three-player 

rotation, leading the team in rushing 
over that span. 

Now Elijah Williams will be playing cor- 
nerback, trying to shore up what seems like 
the only weakness on a quickly emerging 
defense. A senior, Williams is seventh on 
Florida's all-time rushing list with 2,181 
yards, but will use his physical style to jam 
wideouts at the line of scrimmage in the 
Gators’ bump-and-run scheme. 

Spurrier says the move gives Williams a 
better shot at playing at the next level. 

“I'm really excited about it,” Williams 
said. “You're always doing something every 
play. You're a decoy sometimes on offense 
(at tailback), and sometimes you come out of 
the game. But at corner, you're always 
doing something.” 

¢ He came to Florida as a safety and 
last year developed into one of the top 
freshman linebackers in the SEC. Now 
devon Kearse will play some this season at 
defensive end — a move that was rumored 
since the day the 6-5, 245-pounder stepped 
on campus. 

Kearse will play linebacker the first two 
downs, and instead of leaving on third-down 
for an extra defensive back, he will move to 
the line as a rush end. 

“He’s a tremendous pass-rusher,” said 
Florida defensive coordinator Bob Stoops. 
“He’s a talented player, somebody you want 
playing as much as possible.” 

¢ How impressed is Steve Spurrier with 
freshman tailback Daymon “Bo” Carroll? 
Enough to move star tailback Terry Jackson 
to fullback and Williams to cornerback to get 
Carroll more plays at tailback. 

One of the team’s fastest players, Car- 
roll will share time with Florida’s new three- 
player rotation, including senior starter Fred 
Taylor, and rising sophomore Eugene 
McCaslin. 

“Let's get this straight right now,” Car- 
roll said. “Bo Carroll is the fastest player on 
this team.” 

Judging by a 31-yard touchdown run in 
the spring game — in which he went 
untouched the moment he got the ball — he 
may be right. 

eT.J. Tucker hasn't kicked his first ball 
at Florida, but he’s already penciled in as the 
team’s placekicker. Spurrier hopes Tucker, 
a high school All-American, can strengthen 
what has become a team weakness. 

— Matt Hayes 
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STEVE SPURRIER HAS TWEAKED HIS 
PLAYBOOK TO BETTER UTILIZE 
DOUG JOHNSON’S ARM STRENGTH. 
PHOTO BY JOHN WILLIAMSON 


enough to start. Going into spring practice, 
there were six before Spurrier made a cou- 
ple of position changes to, “Get our best 
players on the field at the same time.” 

The most notable move was Williams 
to corner, but as important is Terry Jack- 
son’s move to fullback — which is gener- 
ally considered a thankless job in 
Spurrier’s offense. All that, though, will 
change this season. 

Jackson, who seems to have his best 
games in the big games (120 yards and 
two TDs vs. FSU in the Sugar Bowl, and 
89 yards and one TD receiving vs. Ten- 
nessee), will likely touch the ball at least 
10-15 times a game. Spurrier, who says 
Jackson is “one of the best players in col- 
lege football,” has added a few wrinkles to 
the offense to get the fullback position 
more involved. 

Jackson's move also means senior 
Fred Taylor, the team’s best pure tailback, 
enters this season as the undisputed No. 1 
for the first time in his career. After rush- 
ing for 873 yards as a freshman, Taylor's 
career has been shortened by injuries and 
off-the-field problems. This year could be 
his breakthrough season. 


1997 


Johnson Steps Into Spurrier’s QB Spotlight 


he joke goes something like this: 
i When Danny Wuerffel accepted 
the Heisman Trophy last year, 
he said he wanted to thank God for the 
ability given to him. 

Steve Spurrier said you’re welcome. 

Spurrier, cocky architect of the 
nation’s most sophisticated and feared 
offense, will get his hands on a few 
more pupils this season as the University 
of Florida’s offensive coordinator/quar- 
terback coach/taskmaster. 

One player — or two, given 
Spurrier’s former penchant for quarter- 
back carousels — will have to emerge to 
handle the most high-profile position in 
college football. Right now, it’s sopho- 
more Doug Johnson. By midseason, it 
could be senior career reserve Noah 
Brindise. Or true freshmen Jesse Palmer 
and Tim Olmstead. 

“Who knows what will happen,” 
Spurrier says. “One may get the starting 
nod and tear ‘em up, or it may be a year 
where a couple play. You'd like to have 
a clearcut No. 1, but if it’s close, there’s 


Sophomore Eugene McCaslin, who led 
the team with a 7.1 yards per carry average 
last season, and speedy freshman Daymon 
“Bo” Carroll will also see time at tailback. 


“I'm more ready than I’ve ever been 
to be the kind of player I want to be, and 
the kind of player the coaches think I can 
be,” said Taylor, who has 1,783 career 
yards. “I’m hungry and I’m excited.” 

The tailbacks will run behind a fairly 
experienced line, even though the Gators 
lost their top two players from last season. 
It begins at the tackles, where Collins and 
Zach Piller form one of the best tandems 
in the country — which, of course, is 
good news for Johnson. 


nothing in the rulebook that says you 
can’t play two quarterbacks.” 

With Spurrier’s success over the 
years, who could argue? This is the same 
guy who took a fifth-string quarterback 
(Shane Matthews) and turned him into a 
two-time SEC Player of the Year. And 
the same coach who somehow navigated 
Florida through a two-year quarterback 
controversy with Terry Dean and Wuerf- 
fel and won two SEC championships in 
the process. 

But for the first time since 1993 — 
Wuerffel’s first season — Spurrier has 
no proven commodity at quarterback. 

A Gainesville native, Johnson has 
the strongest arm of any quarterback in 
the Spurrier Era at Florida — and the 
Gators’ coach has actually tweaked his 
playbook somewhat to better use that 
arm strength. The only question is how 
quickly Johnson picks up the complex 
system, and how much his three-month 
hiatus in the minor league system of the 
Tampa Bay Devil Rays will affect his 
development. Q 


The middle of the line, a problem in 
the stretch run last season, should be 
more secure. As many as six or seven 
players — many of which have started 
more than a handful of games — will bat- 
tle for the three spots. The likely starters: 
Wyley Ritch at center and Ryan Kalich 
and Corey Yarbrough at the guards. 

“We could be better on the line this 
year,” Spurrier said. “A lot of those guys 
played as redshirt freshmen last year and 
got a lot of hands-on experience. We’re 
confident it’ll be much different this 
time around.” 

For now, though, the season all goes 
back to the Tennessee game, and a brief 
history lesson. In 1993, Tennessee came 
to Gainesville with the top NFL quarter- 
back prospect (Heath Shuler) and the 
Gators started an unproven freshman by 
the name of Danny Wuerffel. That year 
was the first of four consecutive Florida 
victories in the heated series. 

“We kind of like when people under- 
estimate us,” Green said. “Everybody 
wrote us off after the Fiesta Bowl. We all 
know what happened after that.” 

— Matt Hayes 


Linpy’s FooTBalt ANNUALS 133 


GEORGIA 


G BULLDOGS 


Season May Depend On Bobo and Edwards 


eorgia’s NCAA sentence had been announced, the 

leniency of which surprised all but the defendants them- 

selves. Bulldogs coach Jim Donnan, while insisting he 
never was worried too much, conceded he felt relief to finally 
have 16 months of investigation, incertitude and innuendo 
brought to a generally favorable conclusion. 

“You ever been to a movie and there’s some feared monster 
that’s supposed to be in it and you don’t know what that monster 
looks like, and you keep waiting to see?” Donnan said. “You 
think it’s going to be really bad, and all of a sudden it’s not quite 
as bad as you thought it'd be. That's what we've been waiting on 
for 1 '/z years. We've been walking around here with a ball and 
chain. Now we know what’s ahead of us.” 

Which isn’t to say Georgia's prospects suddenly are college 
football’s version of “It’s a Wonderful Life.” Although the NCAA 
accepted Georgia's self-imposed penalties and did not stick the 
program with television and postseason sanctions, the Bulldogs 
still lost five initial scholarships for next spring and had their over- 
all scholarship total (ordinarily 85) reduced to 79 for 97-98 and 
82 for ’98-99. A significant penalty for a program already dis- 
tantly behind Florida and Tennessee. 

“Where it’s going to hurt us is down the road if we don’t have 
a dynamo recruiting class next year, where everybody is a cinch 
player,” Donnan said. “I said when I took this job, ‘We need to 
build a fence around this state to keep the best players.’ But it’s 
hard to build a fence when you have restrictions.” 

Overall, though, Donnan is generally encouraged about the 
state of the program and about this season. Yes, the schedule still 
is an all-too-real monster. Florida is the defending national cham- 
pion and hasn't lost a conference game in 2 '/2 seasons. Ten- 
nessee has been only slightly less unbeatable and has Peyton 


1996: 5-6 overall, 3-5 SEC (Tie/4th East) 

COACH: Jim Donnan — At UGA: 5-6, 1 
year; Overall: 69-27, 7 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 8 Offense, 6 
Defense, 2 Specialists 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Hines Ward, 


QB Mike Bobo, TB Robert Edwards, TB 
Patrick Pass, LB Greg Bright, CB Champ 
Bailey 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Hines Ward is 
dangerous catching, throwing or run- 
ning the ball, and he should do all three, 


plus return kicks. There’s some talent in 


the secondary and at linebacker with 
play-making ability. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Until they prove 
otherwise, Bobo and Edwards must be 
considered liabilities. There are holes on 
both the offensive and defensive lines. 

OVERVIEW: With the first four games at 
home, the Bulldogs have a chance to 
start off fast and build some confidence. 
This could propel them to a turnaround 
season. But if they fail to cut down on 
mistakes, they're destined to waddle in 
mediocrity once again. 


Manning back. South Carolina is getting better and could be due 
for a breakthrough season under Brad Scott. Georgia’s Western 
Division opponents include Auburn, which has almost everybody 
back. It’s quite a daunting challenge for a team which went 5-6 last 
season and suffered deflating losses to Kentucky and Ole Miss. 

Yet, as tough as it is, the schedule actually is more relenting 
than it has been recently. The first four games are at home against 
Arkansas State, South Carolina, Northeast Louisiana and Missis- 
sippi State. Thus, the Dogs have a chance to build some confi- 
dence early before they travel to Knoxville, which would be quite a 
contrast to last season, when they lost their first two games. 

Gaining confidence, reducing turnovers, grasping the offense 
and getting the ball into Hines Ward’s hands as many times as 
possible — all these elements are interconnected and comprise 
Donnan’s focus for the season. 

“The bottom line,” Donnan said, “is we lost some games we 
had a chance to win and we beat some teams that probably felt the 
same against us. What we've got to do is get more consistent. | 
don’t want to dwell on that, but that’s the main factor, being a con- 
sistent team that not only plays up to its ability but doesn't lose 
games by making the mistakes many teams do to lose games. 

“We were either really good or really bad. We weren't very 
consistent. That takes on the personality of a team that’s not very 
confident. When you look at the Georgia of the last few years, 
that’s what we have to overcome. When you get into the difficult 
situations, we've got to make the plays that win and avoid the 
mistakes that make you lose.” 

Whether it’s heartfelt confidence or compulsory hope, the 
players seem encouraged. 

“Oh, man, I believe we can surprise some people,” said 
senior linebacker Greg Bright. “Our offense can be really explo- 
sive. Defensively, we have older guys who 
know what it takes to win. It’s within our 
reach to win eight, nine, 10, 11 — how- 
ever many we want to win.” 

There’s certainly one important ingredi- 
ent — experience. Of the projected 22 
starters, there are 12 seniors and seven 
juniors. Eight starters return on offense, 
including all but one skill position player 
(receiver Juan Daniels). The defense returns 
six starters and several veterans who saw 
extensive playing time. From the standpoint 
of experience, the only major concerns are 
replacing four starting linemen (Adam Mead- 


ROBERT EDWARDS RETURNS FOR HIS SENIOR 
YEAR AND SHOULD ENTER THE SEASON AS A 


STARTER AND A KEY TO GEORGIA’S SUCCESS. 
PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 
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Nane / Position 


SIZE HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / Cource 


Bruce ADRINE DL 6-4, 215 Atlanta Lakeside 
All-State @ As a senior, had 48 solo tackles, 61 assists, 12 sacks, 10 tackles for loss, four fumbles caused and | 
four fumbles recovered @ Returned two recovered fumbles for touchdowns @ Member of track team 


Nicky CALLAWAY RB 6-0, 185 Washinglon Wilkes 
All-State  All-Northeast Georgia @ Three-year starfer @ As a senior, ran for 1,014 yards and eight touchdowns 
@ Caught 15 passes for 184 yards and a score @ Had 73 solo tackles and eight assists @ Team captain @ State 


Daniel COBB QB 6-5, 205 Marietta Harrison 

USA Today honorable mention All-American # Ranked No. 7 quarterback nationally by SuperPrep @ Rated No. 
4 pro-style quarterback nationally by National Recruiting Advisor # Atlanta Constitution Super Souther 
100 @ As a senior, completed 128 of 224 passes for 1,922 yords and 19 touchdowns . 


Antonio COCHRAN LB 6-5, 275 Montezuma Middle Georgia J.C. 
Second team All-American by J.C. Gridwire # Ranked No. 12 junior college player nationally by SuperPrep 
Had 45 solo tackles, 18 assists, two tackles for loss, five sacks and one interception in 1996 @ Prep All-State. 
Demetric EVANS DL 6-4, 265 Haynesville, LA Haynesville 

Asa senior, had 75 tackles, 12 sacks and 28 tockles for loss @ Helped team to three state titles @ Averaged 15 
points and nine rebounds in basketball @ Ranked No, 22 player in Louisiana by SuperPrep. 


FLEMING LB 6-2, 210 Panama City, FL Rutherford 
-District @ All-County @ As a senior, had 120 total tackles, 10 tackles for loss and three sacks @ Hod two 
interceptions and hwo blocked punts @ Starting quarterback as a junior # Member of weightlifting team. 


Avdrell GRACE RB 5-11, 180 Girard Screven County 
Atlanta Journal Constitution Super Southern 100 USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Rated No. 73 
prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep # Had 6,349 career rushing yords and 79 touchdowns @ Four-time All-Area, 


Adrian HOLLINGSHED LB 6-3, 215 Fort Valley Fork Union Military School 
Prep All-State @ All-Middle Georgia @ As prep senior, had 142 tackles @ Played in Georgia-Horda All-Stor 
Game. 


Randall KENDRICK Ol 6-6, 270 Ashbum Tumer County 
Alfanta Journal-Constitution Super Southern 100 ¢ All-State # Three-year starter @ Team coptain. 
Josh KERR OL 6-4, 240 Clinton, TN Anderson County 


Rated No. 20 player in Tennessee by Knoxville Sentinnel # Two-time All-State @ Four-year starter on defense @ 
Asa senior, had 14] tackles and 19 sacks @ Twice Region Defensive Player of the Year @ Third in stote discus, 


Seth KIRKLAND OL 67, 285 Martinez 
All-State @ Atlanta Joumal-Constitution Top 50 in Georgia @ All-Area. 


Evons 


lint LARKIN OL 65, 317 Gainesville North Holl 

USA Today honorable mention All-American # Ranked No. 80 prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep @ All-State # 
All-Area @ Bench presses 460 pounds, 

Emarlos LEROY DL 6-2, 295 Albany NW Mississippi J.C, 

Rated No. 15 junior college player nationally by SuperPrep @ Had 70 tackles and nine sacks last season @ Prep 
All-State @ USA Today honorable mention All-American # Two-time All-Region. 


Size HOMETOWN Hich Scoot / Couece 


Josh MALLARD DL 6-3, 255 Savannah Benedictine Military 
Ranked No. 26 defensive lineman nationally by SuperPrep @ All-State @ Atlanta Joumal-Constitution Super 
Southern 100 @ Region Defensive Player of the Year @ As a senior, had 168 total tackles and 36 sacks. 


Curt McGILL TE 6-4, 235 Snellville Brookwood 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ All-State County Player of the Year @ As a senior, had 142 
tackles, eight sacks and two fumble recoveries @ Team captain @ Member of track and basketball teams. 


Labrone MITCHELL QB 63, 205 Marietta Marietta 

Ranked No. 37 prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep Three-year starter in football and basketball @ Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution Super Southem 100 @ During his career, passed for 3,838 yards and 35 touchdowns and ron for 
764 yards ond 16 scores @ As a senior, threw for 1,600 yards and 15 touchdowns with only five interceptions. 


Name / Position 


Travers PAINE DL 6-4, 230 Augusla ichmond Academy 
Honorable mention All-State @ Atlanta Joural-Consfitution Top 50 in Georgia # Two-time All‘Area Member 
of baseball, basketball and track teams @ Won team's scholastic award as a senior. 

Jermaine PHILUPS DB/WR 6-2, 195 Roswell Roswell 

All-State @ Atlanta Joumal-Constitution Top 50 in corre Two-year, two-way starler @ Area Player of the 
Year @ As senior quarterback, threw for 600 yards and five scores # Averaged 10 yards per rushing attempt 
and scored two touchdowns @ Had 121 tackles, recovered three fumbles and had four interceptions, two 
retumed for touchdowns. 


Curtis SANDERS OL 6-6, 290 Ashbum Middle Georgia J.C. 
All-Region in 1996 @ Junior college fight end in 1995 @ Honorable mention prep All-State # Played in North: 
South All-Star Game. 

Jasper SANKS RB 6-2, 215 Columbus Carver 


USA Today All-American # Parade All-American Ranked No. 36 prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep @ Rated No. 
1 running back nationally by National Recruiting Advisor # Hod 5,043 career rushing yards @ As a senior, had 
1,356 yards rushing @ Ran for 2,051 yards ond 21 touchdowns as a junior. 


pace SEYMOUR DL inn a Gadsden, SC fot wk erect 
ree-year, two-way starter @ All-Region @ All-Area @ As a senior, had 83 tackles and eight sacks @ Team 
toin @ Member of basketball and track teams. at 


Matt SORRELLS OL 6-6, 235 Winder Winder-Barrow 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Atlanta Journal-Constitution Top 50 in Georgia @ All-State @ 
Three-year starter # National Honor Society @ Member of basketball team. 


Bronson SWEATT OL 6-4, 292 Sopchoppy, FL Wakulla 
Twortime All-Big Bend @ Three-year starter @ Ranked No. 1 state wrestler in his weight class @ Member of track 
ond weightlifting teams. 


Kelvin WILUAMS OL 6-5, 292 Walterboro, SC Georgia Military College 
Ranked No. 31 junior college player nationally by SuperPrep @ Second team junior college All-American @ Had 
83 pancake blocks in two junior college seasons @ Prep All-Conference @ Three-year slarter. 


Matt WILSON OL 6-3, 255 Gainesville West Hall 
All-Area @ Honorable mention All-State # Team Most Valuable Player # Team captain @ Four-year letterman # 
Throws shot put and discus for track team. 


WOOK ATTHEBULLDOGS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS 


SCHEDULE 


(5-6-0, 3-5-0) | ____ PASSING Aug. 30 Arkansas State 
f Att Comp Yarps Pct TD Int —— — 
7 Southern Mississippi 11 Bobo 344 175 2440 50.9 13 16 Sept. 13 South Carolina 
Smith, B. iD 7 39 «636 0 0 Rag ORE, 
14. South Carolina 23 Sept. 20 NE Louisiana 
15 Texas Tech 12 Oct. 4 Mississippi State 
9 
38 Mississippi State 19 Bese FSP. Se Oct. 11 at Tennessee 
eg Kirtsey 56 2878 Sleds wea 
17 Tennessee 29 Ward 27 70 63 320 Oct. 18 — at Vanderbilt 
F RECEIVING 
13. Vanderbilt 2 ssi Wane Ao Oct. 25 Kentucky 
Ward 52 (ta Pt dat 
WA Kentucky 24 Daniels 37 663 «4179 = 51s Nes ae oes 
: Allen 29 380 (131 57 1 
7 Florida 47 Seer 3 9 Nov 15 Auburn 
58 Auburn (407) 49 Nov. 22 at Mississippi 
a= Pe Sse —_ qi Tacktes: Bright 143; Tolbert 116; Johnson 89; Jones 85. Qnty = 
27 Mississippi 7 alr | Interceptions: Johnson 4; Bright 3; Sims 2; Bailey 2 Noy. 29 : le Georgia Tech 
. | QB Sacks: Ferguson 9; Cooper 7.5; Tolbert 3.5. ls a 
19 Georgia Tech 10 | Tackies For Loss: Smith, J. 11; Ferguson 5; Tolbert 4. Jacksonville, FL 


136 LiNDY’s FooTBAtL ANNUALS 


1997 


“FROM OUR VERY FIRST 
HUDDLE, I KNEW I'D 

~ FOUND THE RIGHT TEAM 
WITH SUNTRUST.” 


—DANNY WUERFFEL, 
1996 HEISMAN TROPHY WINNER 


When Danny Wuerffel decided he 
needed help in planning his financial 
future, he came to SunTrust. Here he 
discovered the same thing thousands | 
of others before him have discovered. 
_ The individualized service. The easy 
one-on-one he enjoyed with his own | 
private Relationship Manager. The 
confidence that came from dealing 


with someone who listened carefully 


to him in the huddle. Someone 


who focused only on meeting all 
his financial needs. Someone who 
could draw upon the years of proven 
SunTrust experience. Someone who - 
could help him be ready for life. 
Just like Danny Wuerffel, you'll know 


you've called the right play when 


you choose Suntrust. 


SUNTRUST 


Be Ready For Life 


www.suntrust.com 


©1997 SunTrust is a registered service mark belonging 
exclusively to SunTrust Banks, Inc, 
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ows and Resty Beadles on offense, Jason 
Ferguson and Jermaine Smith on defense). 

“That helps as far as leadership 
goes,” said Bright. “Everybody here is a 
leader. It’s going to help us in the tight 
games when you have to dig down deep.” 

“I think our talent level was good 
enough for us to be competitive last 
year,” Donnan said. “We were competi- 
tive in basically 10 of our 11 games. We 
lost some games | really felt like we had 
enough players to win. We just made so 
many poor decisions with the ball and had 
some mishaps to occur. The changeover 
to a new system and everything involved 
when you have change, we didn’t react 
well to it at times. Other times I think we 
reacted favorably.” 

Priority One is to reduce the mistakes 
on offense. Mistakes ruined what other- 
wise could have been a successful season. 
Many of the miscues involved quarterback 
Mike Bobo and tailback Robert Edwards, 
who together accounted for 21 of Geor- 
gia’s 29 turnovers. 

Bobo and Edwards must have the 
same biorythms. Both started off strong in 
1995 before suffering season-ending 
injuries — Edwards first, followed by 
Bobo. Both returned last year and 
together were a source of high hopes for 
the Dogs. But both struggled through mis- 
take-filled seasons — Bobo with 16 inter- 
ceptions and two fumbles lost; Edwards 
with three fumbles lost and four other 
fumbles recovered by Georgia. 

One disastrous play in Donnan’s 
debut set an ominous tone. Trailing 
Southern Mississippi 9-7 in the fourth 
quarter, the Bulldogs had a chance to 
drive the field for a go-ahead field goal. 
But a mixup in the backfield between 
Bobo and Edwards resulted in a fumble, 
which Edwards recovered but was tackled 
for a safety. 

“That’s a big credo for us this year,” 
Donnan said. “We have GOT to take bet- 
ter care of the ball and we have got to 
create more turnovers by our defense. 
The defense was on the field way too 
long. That was because of turnovers and 
giving up a lot of first downs and not cre- 
ating turnovers.” 

Bobo and Edwards return for their 
senior campaigns and should enter the 
season as starters and keys to Georgia’s 
success. But, unlike last year, both Bobo 
and Edwards face serious challenges. 

At quarterback, Mike Usry has had 
two spring practices and a redshirt season 
in which to learn the offense. Sophomore 
Jon England has improved and could stay 
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MIKE BOBO LOST MORE THAN 20 POUNDS AND LOOKED LEAN AND LITHE IN SPRING PRACTICE. 
PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 


in the picture. Daniel Cobb, a true fresh- 
man, participated in spring practice and 
impressed, though Donnan would like to 
redshirt him. Rest assured, the position 
will be closely watched all season. 

At tailback, Patrick Pass emerged last 
year as a true freshman and should be a 
star soon. He rushed for 387 yards on 69 
carries, production reminiscent of Garrison 
Hearst as a true freshman. His running 
style is similar to that of Lars Tate, another 
alum of Tailback U., though Pass probably 
has better running instincts than Tate. 

“He’s got all kinds of ability,” Donnan 
said. “He just needs to get more durable.” 


It wouldn't be unlikely to see Edwards 
and Pass line up together in certain situations. 
Jasper Sanks, a highly touted true 
freshman, could play his way into the 

rotation if he qualifies academically. 

To offset his lost mobility, Bobo lost 
more than 20 pounds and looked lean 
and lithe in spring practice. 

“Last year, my knee was 100 percent, 
but I didn’t have all the mobility I needed,” 
Bobo said. “So I lost some weight so I 
could move around better. I feel like a 
totally different person.” 

Bobo also has worked hard to discard 
the bad memories from last year, when 
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BULLDOGS SPRING ROSTER SPRING UPDATE 


No.. NAME Pos, Ciass Hr.. Wr, HOMETOWN : Pos. Ciass HT, Wr. HOMETOWN oping to minimize the impact of 
oO Corey niet WARS Sr G3) 200 Rivera 5? Mies chi So 55" 265 Store Nowrion losing DT Jason Ferguson, NG Jer- 
30. Robert Amaud RB So 61 «202: Morrow 1 Lorry Mann FS So 6:2 200 Atlanta maine Smith and DE Rahmon 

31 Wolker Arce SS. So. 1195 Decobr 88 CeleMorhol =» « WR S511. 170. Wokinsil Cooper, the Bulldogs concentrated more 
TS RodBoley «GB Se 60. 187. “Follsion 51 Brondon Milly NG So. 62 280 Greenboro than usual on their 3-4 schemes, though 


— their base defense remains a 4-3. The 


42 Chomp Bailey GB & 1 180 ee ; 39 Brett Millican RB Fr 60 «(1% tibum . ioeses of Ferguson and Smith, in particu- 
14 ick BS E26) Tonnies 88. Thos Panter, Wik Fr 510.160 Alenia lar, will leave Georgia's front four smaller. 
45 Greg Bright 1B Sr «62 225 Moulrie 6 PatrickPoss RB So 6:2 200 Tucker “We're trying to work some of our 
87. Larry Brown TE Je 65 250 Decor 68. Brody Pate DL Fr 65 250. Dolls, 1X linebackers more into our pass-rush 
91 Derrick Byrd 1B Sr 65257 Box Springs 67 Matt Rabon SN Sr 6-1 212. Whiteville, NC a eva ties spade es Joe 
ae : = ines. “We feel the strength of our 
32 Sena, RB Se S11 200 Colquitt # ba mised Oh Fr 64 258 Roswell defense may be our secon dary. That's our 
BS Crsion Conc has 0. nod ee Rom YT 52 Richard Robich Br 63242 Bradenton, FL strength, so we’re trying to play to that.” 
17 Eod Chambers SS. So. 6:2 201 College Park 26 Cory Robinson CB Fr «= 6-0-1180. Tucker The idea is to put more speed up 
83. Drew Cronic WR Sc 58. 167 Newman 74. Bruce Sill C/B Fr 61 243. Rome front, so the pass rush can lead to more 
10 Quentin Davis CB So 511 180. Forsyth 18 Trey Sipe SS Sr 6-0 193. Bonaire big pass eee Soe oat 
‘ a oe = e scheme creates an opening for 
47 Robert Edwards RB Sr «62-208 Tennille _4 Tony Small Rott 63 209 Jacksonville, FL OLB Rich Robich, a junior college signee 
8 JonEnglnd QB So 62199 Dubih 16 Kirby Smot FS dr 6-0 181 Bainbridge last year who played as a true freshman at 
69 Antonio Fleming OL. Sr «5-4 299 Elson 38 Marcus Smith WR Sr 63 201 Kathleen Ole Miss. Initially penciled in as a probable 
7 Glenn Ford CB Jr 58 182 Columbus 46 Reggie Smith CS 60 190 Kahleen starter, Robich benefitted from being red- 
37 Adkion Goodman (Bk 62 208. Jackson 96: PouSnelings Tk Gd 277 LeGronge shirted. At 6-3, 242, Robich is a little 
= at ie ; heavy to play a true linebacker position, 
58. Orontes Grant Bo So 62 200 Ablanta 65. Brod Stafford C Sr 63 283 Georgetown, SC bat 100 light to play down on the line 
36 Michel Greer WR fr 5-11 170 Athens 63 Reginald Storgill Ol fr 6-3 275 loGrange A pair of junior college signees should 
3 Eric Hal WR Fr 61 165. Stone Mountain 79° Matthew Sfincheomb OL Jr 6:7 280. Lilbum help the defensive line. Emarlos Leroy is 
19. Jelf Harris CB S061 175. Jacksonville, FL 97 MorcusSirud = BsFr.« 6S 266 Quilman expected to start on the inside. Antonio 
73 StevenHerndon OL. «So. 65. 299 LaGrange 68 Trevis Stoud NG Sr 63 274 Atlanta Cochran should push for playing time on 
41 Hop Hi PK So 5:10 170 Morita «9. Chad Tah 1B Fr 64 195. Rockmart Ene outside: 
BAS as = a : ve = Also, Adrian Hollingshed, who spent a 
95 MorcusHunter DT Jr. 63-257 Daphne, AL 85 Michoel Taylor TE Sr 63 248 Columbus year at Fort Union Military School, adds 
64 KenleyIngram OL Sr 6:2 320. Anson, NC 84 Chris Terry DT Jr 67 260 _Jocksonvlle, FL depth to a talented linebacking corps. Ditto 
75 Jonas Jennings OL ‘Fr 64 286 College Pork 28 Brondon Tobe 1B Sr 63 225 VillRica for Mike Luckie, who enjoyed a solid 
54 DJ. Johnson 1B Sr 63-230 Memphis, IN 90 Vasiios Travos «DT-« So. 63. 285. Longwood, FL spring until suffering a broken hand. _ 
48 Jevarisiohnson = TE Fr «65-220 Amisn,AL == 15. Mike Usy QB Fr 64 205. Tallahassee, FL * After initially tuming down the job, 

eee : = oh SSE wide receivers coach Darryl Drake left to 
20. Toxin Kirsey RB Je 60 175 Jacksomile,FL 19° Hines Word WR Sr 61 194 Rex become offensive coordinator at Baylor. 
2. Dex Longley P/PK Sr 62 178 Conyers 89 Jermaine Wiggins TE Jr 6-1 267 East Boston, MA Drake wasn’t replaced, so Greg Briner will 
86 Anhony tonon DT. So «65 240. Syhenia 35 DoveWilioms RB. Ie’) 207° Friendswood, TK coach the quarterbacks and receivers 
50 Dwsinlidie «BS 62 220. Sere Moun pase Geoue pata ye 8 

= = coach the defensive line. He replaced Gre 

53 Mike Luckie 1B So 62 225 Stone Mountain Roster and depth chart subject to change. P 3 


= Adkins, who moved over to help coach the 
offensive line and tight ends. 

1997 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART ¢ Chris Terry moved from defensive 

end to right offensive tackle, where he’s 

expected to start. The move enabled Matt 


QB Mike Bobo, Sr/Mike Usry, Fr LE Brandon Tolbert, Sr/Dustin Luckie, So Stinchcomb to move to left tackle to pro- 
“RB Robert Edwards, Sr/Patrick Pass, ‘con a iT ~ Paul Snellings, Jr/Anthony Lonon, So tect the QB's blind side. 

RB Selma Calloway, Sr/Dave Williams, Jr NG Travis Stroud, Sr/Brandon Miller, So Spring injuries hampered progress on 

FL Corey Allen, Sr/Michael Greer, Fr OLB Derrick Byrd, Sr/Marcus Stroud, Fr = the offensive line. RT Reggie Stargill 

SE Hines Ward, Sr/Tony Small, Jr LB Rich Robich, Jr/Adrian Goodman, Jr missed most of spring practice with a 
Sei Larry Brown, Jr/Jermaine Wiggins, Jr IB Greg Bright, Sr/Mike Luckie, So sprained ankle. OG Steve Herndon 

LT Matt Stinchcomb, Jr/Jeremy Lewis, Fr f OLB —Orantes Grant, So/D.J. Johnson, Sr strained his back in the weight room. 

LG Steve Herndon, So/Kenley Ingram, Sr i CB Champ Bailey, So/Quentin Davis, So ¢ Among the Georgia signees was OT 

C Brad Stafford, Sr/Miles Luckie, So CB Ronald Bailey, Sr/Glenn Ford, Jr Matt Wilson, son of Mike “Moonpie” Wil- 
RG Antonio Fleming, Sr/i Reggie Stargill, Fr me SS Trey Sipe, Sr/Earl Chambers, So mad son, an All-American who played for the 
RT Jonas Jennings, Fr/Chris Terry, Jr FS r Kirby Smart, Jr/Larry Mann, So : | Cincinnati Bengals. 

PK —_ Hap Hines, So/Dax Langley, Sr P Dax Langley, Sr/Mark Johnson, Sr — Guerry Clegg 
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HINES WARD COULD BECOME THE FIRST 
SEC PLAYER TO REACH 1,000 CAREER 
YARDS IN FOUR CATEGORIES. 


PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 


he heard boos and received nasty letters 
from fans. 

“He’s coming to play,” said tackle Matt 
Stinchcomb. “You can definitely tell he’s 
got a sense of determination about him.” 

“I think so,” Bobo conceded. “My 
whole career hasn't been a great one. | 
definitely want to go out on a good note.” 

As for Edwards, he admitted he 
lacked confidence in his foot, which made 
him more tentative. 

“I wasn’t running full speed,” 
Edwards said. “I was trying to glide 
through holes. I have full confidence in it 
now. The pressure’s off. | can just go out 
and play like I did when nobody knew 
about Robert Edwards.” 

Regardless of who's at quarterback or 
tailback, the top priority on offense will be 
to get Ward the ball in the open field as 
much as possible. In fact, this also will be 
the priority on special teams, as Ward is 
expected to replace Chris McCraney as 
the primary kickoff and punt returner. 

“We feel like in Hines Ward we've got 
one of the best players in the country, mul- 
tipurpose, a threat every time he touches 
the ball,” said Donnan. “There’s a lot of 
open-field situations for a guy like him, and 
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Ward Closes In On History 


ordel! Stewart, the original 
Ke. never did it. Neither did 

David Palmer, nor Randall Cun- 
ningham. Not even Paul Hornung, or 
anyone else from the triple-threat era. 

No one in the history of college foot- 
ball has ever compiled 1,000 career 
yards in four categories. 

Thus, while he’d much rather have a 
few championship rings on his fingers, 
Georgia’s Hines Ward appreciates the 
unique opportunity he could have this 
season. He’s already surpassed the mark 
in receiving yards with 1,250. He needs 
160 yards rushing, 109 passing and 365 
in kickoff/punt returns to reach 1,000 in 
those categories, as well. 

“That means a great deal to me, 
with all the players who played college 
football,” Ward said. 

Two years ago as a sophomore, 
Ward began the season as a starting 
wide receiver. When Robert Edwards 
went out for the season with a broken 
foot, Ward started at tailback. After 
Mike Bobo and Brian Smith were 


we've got to let him touch the ball.” 

Ward expects to see double coverage 
every game. Senior Corey Allen is the only 
other receiver with meaningful game experi- 
ence, and he has been inconsistent. Allen 
did catch 29 passes last year, including a 
clutch TD against Auburn. 


After Allen, there’s a significant 
dropoff. Tony Small is a junior with good 
size and speed, but caught only one pass 
last year. Four redshirt freshmen are push- 
ing for playing time, especially in three- 
receiver sets. Michael Greer and Thaddeus 
Parker had the best springs, but Eric Hall, 
who ran sprints on the indoor track team, 
will be used as a deep threat. Chad Talton 
lacks speed, but may have the best hands of 
the four. 


injured, Ward returned to quarterback, 
his original position, and started six 
games. 

Ironically, his most prolific passing 
game came against Virginia, when Ward 
set Peach Bowl! records for pass 
attempts (59), completions (31) and 
yards (413). But the NCAA does not rec- 
ognize bow! game performances as offi- 
cial statistics. 

Even if he falls short of the NCAA 
mark, Ward could become the first SEC 
player to reach 1,000 career yards in 
three categories. 

But statistics aren't what lured Ward 
back for his senior season. His motive 
was purely pragmatic: He wanted 
another college season to improve his 
standing with NFL scouts. 

“I didn’t think I was pro material 
yet,” Ward said. “Last year was my first 
year playing wide receiver. I want to 
establish myself. But most of all, when I 
graduate in the fall I'll be the first in my 
family to do that. That means a lot to 
my mom (Young Ward).” Q 


So Ward knows he will be a marked 
man. But he’s receptive to doing whatever 
it takes to win. 

“We want to win the SEC champi- 
onship,” he said. “That's been our goal 
every year going into the season. We 
don’t want to be mediocre any more. 
We've always been a ‘C’ team. If you gave 
us a grade, it would be a ‘C.’ We've got a 
lot of potential. Now, we've just got to go 
out and perform.” 

Georgia fans should hope precedent 
plays a part in their season. Donnan’s first 
team at Marshall went 6-5 in 1990. The 
next year, the Thundering Herd went 11-4 
and reached the Division I-AA finals. It 
might be asking too much for Georgia to 
duplicate this success. But after four con- 
secutive seasons of winning no more than 
six games, even achievement as modest as 
winning eight games — certainly do-able 
— would lift the fans’ spirits considerably. 

“There should be some tremendous 
improvement from your first year to your 
second simply because of your knowledge 
of your opponent and knowledge of your 
own players,” Donnan said. “We’re look- 
ing for that to happen here.” 

— Guerry Clegg 
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KENTUCKY 


WILDCATS 


Mumme Aims to Throw Fun Back in Football 


oward Schnellenberger wanted it. A famous alum, with 
a national championship to his coaching credit, he got a 
single interview that was little more than a pipe dream. 

Sherman Lewis inquired about it. A Kentucky native, the 
offensive coordinator of the Super Bowl champions, he never got 
past the telephone stage. 

Mike Gottfried thought he had it. With a winning record and 
roots in the Bluegrass, the ESPN color man climbed the ladder to 
No. 2 on the candidate’s list, but failed to claim the nomination. 

“What we're looking for here,” at the time said athletic direc- 
tor C.M. Newton, the man who hired Rick Pitino, “is someone 
who will press, fast break, and shoot the threes on grass.” 

“I'm your man,” said Hal Mumme. 

And he is. 

Forget the marquee names. Forget the big shots with the fat 
resumes and the high profiles. When it came to shoveling up the 
shattered pieces of the near-disastrous Bill Curry Era, when it 
came to rebuilding a program that is incessantly rebuilding, Ken- 
tucky football traveled a different route, the road not just less trav- 
eled, but never traveled. 

It passed up the big names and the big resumes and went for 
the man who has staked his career on the pass. In a big way. It 
went for a little-known 45-year-old Texan who has never been 
higher than a Division II head coach, but who gave the right 
answer to the right question. 

“We need to put fun back into Kentucky football,” says New- 
ton. “And I think Hal will do that.” 

How will he do that? 

“We're going to put the ball in the air,” says Mumme. 

That's the Mumme modus operandi. Attack by air. And 


Witpcats AT A SEANCE 
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attack. And attack. It’s been the Mumme mode since the 1980s. 
As an offensive coordinator at lowly UTEP, the young coach 
became fascinated with WAC power Brigham Young. “One day 
he just said he was tired of Brigham Young running up and down 
the field on us,” says Mickey Matthews, the Georgia linebackers 
coach who coached with Mumme at UTEP. “He said he was 
going to find out how they did it, and he did.” 

A friendship with Cougar coach LaVell Edwards followed. 
Edwards would hand Mumme the keys to the BYU film room and 
the apprentice would study and steal. What developed was a 
pass-oriented philosophy that Mumme carried first to NAIA 
school Iowa Wesleyan in 1989, 

“Run? We hardly ever say that around here,” said Mumme at 
the time. “We kind of look at that as a wasted down.” 

The Mt. Pleasant, lowa college had gone 0-10 in '88. Three 
years later, it was averaging 39 completions per game — hurling 
a jaw-dropping 89 passes in one tilt — was 10-2 and in the NAIA 
quarterfinals. 

“He did a miracle here,” says Keith Cohorst, sports editor of 
the Mt. Pleasant News. “He could sell ice cubes to the Eskimos.” 

By ’91, Mumme had succeeded Mike Cavan (now at SMU) at 
Valdosta State. “Will you throw on this level?” he was asked upon 
arrival. “Not until we get off the bus,” said Mumme. 

His first VSU quarterback, Chris Hatcher, won the Harlon 
Hill trophy as the division’s best player. His second, Lance Fun- 
derburke, threw for 7,932 yards and 64 touchdowns the past two 
seasons. Mumme’s teams ranked either at or among the top of 
Divison II in total offense all five seasons. Oh yeah, they also 
went 40-17-1, toiling in the toughest conference in its division. 

And then one day in October, just after Kentucky had 
announced that Curry would not be retained 
at season’s end, down in Valdosta, Mumme 
and Carl Parker, the color man on Val- 
dosta’s radio broadcasts, were chatting. One 
thing led to another, and Parker, a former 


COACH: Hal Mumme — At Kentucky: 1st 
year; Overall: 65-27-1, 8 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 13; 7 Offenses, 4 
Defense, Placekicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Tim Couch, WR 
Craig Yeast, WR Norman Mason, DE Dele 
Ali, LB Jeff Snedegar, SS Tremayne Martin 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Mumme inherited 
some talent for his radical conversion to 
the passing offense. Couch has a gun. The 
receiving corps is deeper and better than 
he expected. And all five starters return on 


the offensive line. 


gents new coordinak Major wants 
for his aggressive 4-3 scheme, The line 
lacks size, and the secondary is untested. 
Opponents may be doing some scoring 
until Major gets the personnel he needs. 
OVERVIEW: The schedule is no welcome mat. 
Florida, Alabama, Tennessee and LSU all 
have dates at Commonwealth Stadium. So 
the win-loss record may be no better than 
Bill Curry’s, but with Mumme’s offense and | 
Couch’s arm, the Cats will be much more 
entertaining to watch. ~ 


wide receiver at Vanderbilt, put in a call to 
Newton, Vandy’'s head basketball coach in 
the 1980s, with a recommendation. 

“He told me he was a lot like Watson 
Brown,” says Newton of the former Vandy 
head man who is now at UAB. “Only he 
was more innovative.” 

At UK, it may take that and more. The 
school hasn’t had a winning season since 
1989. It hasn't won a bowl game since 


SENIOR WIDEOUT KIO SANFORD IS 
EXPECTED TO BE A FAVORITE TARGET 
FOR QB TIM COUCH. 

PHOTO BY ROBERT LEITER 
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Name / Posimion Size HOMETOWN 


Jed BASSETT DB 6-0, 185 McAllen, TX Memorial 
Three-time All-Area @ Had 117 tackles and two interceptions as a senior and 101 tackles as a junior # 
Deep snapper # Team Most Valuable Player # Earned four letters in baseball and three in track. 


Adrien BLACK RB/WR 6-2, 195 Houston, TX Marine Military Academy 
Two-year starter @ As a senior, had 896 yards rushing and 14 touchdowns @ Scored five touchdowns in 
one game Two-year frack letterman @ Member of baseball team. 


Hic Scxoot / Couece 


Dustin BONNER Q8 6-2, 200 Valdosta, GA Valdosta 

Led team to state championship game @ As a senior, threw for 1,580 yards and 11 scores # Ran for 620 
yards and 11 touchdowns @ Responsible for 28 touchdowns as a junior @ Florida Times-Union Super 24 @ 
Team Most Valuable Player Two-year baseball letterman # National Honor Society. 


Jeremy BOWIE DB 5-10, 172 Tyler, TX Tyler 
Three-year starter @ Second team All-District @ Second team All-East Texas @ As a senior, had 49 tackles, 
five interceptions and one kickoff returned for a score # Honorable mention All-State. 


Matt BROWN OL 6-5, 290 Harlingen, TX Harlingen 
Helped team to district and area championships # All-District # Team Most Improved Player Award @ 
Throws shot put and discus for track team. 


Nolan DeVAUGHN OL 6-5, 285 Corbin Corbin 


Second team All-State # Conference Lineman of the Year # Four-year starter Did not allow a sack during 
pre career @ Had 82 pancake blocks as a senior # Had 39 tackles, including seven sacks or tackles for 
s @ Helped team to district title @ Three-year letterman in track, placing sixth in state shot put. 


Randy GARVER OL 65, 295 North Canton, OH Hoover 
Participated in spring practice @ First team All-Ohio @ All-League  All-County @ Three-year starter @ | 
Helped team to league tile @ Two-year track letterman, throwing shot put and discus, | 


Willie GARY DB 5-10, 175 Valdosta, GA Valdosta 
All-State @ Three-year letterman and two-year starter @ Helped team to state fille game Had three inter- 
ceptions as a junior @ Four-year track letterman. 


Chris GAYTON DB 6-1, 200 Montreal, Quebec Vanier College 
Rushed for 478 yards and six touchdowns last season, averaging 6.5 yards per carry @ Led league in punt 
returns, including 63-yard touchdown return # Three-year leterman # Team Most Valuable Player 


Kenneth GRANT RB 6-0, 191 ole ™% Reagan 
All-District @ All-Central Texas @ As a senior, ran for 1,249 yards and 13 ecard @ Ron for 330 
yards in one game @ Three-year letterman Two-year starter @ Scored 1] touchdowns as a junior. 


Roderick GREEN DB 5-11, 179 Victoria, TX Victoria 

All-District # All-South Texas @ Second team All-State @ Intercepted five passes last season @ Caught 29 
passes, averaging 22 yards per reception, for six touchdowns Team Most Valuable Player @ Two-year 
track letterman # National Honor Society. 


Seth HANSON PK/P 6-2, 190 Dallas, TX Lake Highlands 

medi kicker and punter @ All-District punter @ As a senior, hit 55 of 57 extra point atlempts and 10 of 
14 field goal tries @ Punted 47 times for 38.6-yard average @ Helped team to state semifinals past wo sea- 
sons @ National Honor Society. 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hich Scoot / Couece 


Derek HOMER RB 5-11, 190 Fort Knox Fort Knox 

All-time state rushing record holder # Career totals of 8,224 yards and 110 scores # Averaged 8.8 yards 
per carry for career @ Named Kentucky Mr. Football @ As a senior, had 3,003 yards rushing and scored 
43 touchdowns @ Twortime All-State @ Four-year starter. 


Derrick JOHNSON OL 6-2, 315 Harrodsburg Harrodsburg 

Ranked No. 102 prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep # Two-time All-State @ Played five different positions dur- 
ing career @ As a senior, had 77 hacks, two interceptions, seven sacks and two recovered fumbles 
Played high school football as a 185-pound third:-grader ond fourth-grader before a state ruling prohibited 
elementary students from playing @ Played during a total of eight different prep seasons. 


Mike KAMPHAKE RB 5-11, 196 Cincinnati, OH Moeller 

All-State As a senior, rushed for 1,764 yards and 19 touchdowns @ Averaged 6.4 yards per carry # 
Caught 15 passes for 210 yards and one score @ Three-year starter # As a junior, had 18 receptions for 
373 yards and two touchdowns Member of track team, earning two letters. 


Lance MICKELSEN WR 6-3, 180 Salina, UT Snow College 
Participated in spring drills @ Second team All-Western States League @ As junior college sophomore, 
caught 38 passes for 899 yards and 14 touchdowns @ Four-year prep letterman ¢ All-State. 


Scott MIMS DE/TE 6-5, 250 Bowdon, GA Bowdon 

Participated in spring drills @ All-State @ Area Defensive Player of the Year # As a senior, had 78 tackles, 
including 14 sacks, and broke up seven passes @ Four-year starter on offense and defense @ Three-time 
| All-Area @ Four-year baseball starter. 


Ryan MURPHY LB 6-2, 230 Cincinnati, OH Moeller 
Ranked No. 66 prospect in Midwest by SuperPrep @ As a senior, had 134 total tackles, including 24 for 
loss @ Raccnorea two fumbles and blocked a punt @ As a junior, had 100 tackles @ Two-year starter. 


Teddy NEPTUNE LB 6-2, 205 Montreal, Quebec Vieux Montreal College 
All-Quebec @ Two-year starter @ Helped team to 28 consecutive victories and to the league championship 
in 1996. 


Josh PARRISH OL 6-6, 310 Westerville, OH South 
Rated No. 91 prospect in Midwest by SuperPrep @ All-State # Had 89 pancake blocks as a senior # Two- 
time All-Conference @ Three-year letterman and starter @ Played nose guard in shor-yardage situations. 


Mare SAMUEL K 5-10, 158 Anchorage Ballard 

Two-time All-State Hit five field goals as a senior, with a long kick of 48 yards @ Sent 83 percent of kick- 
offs into the end zone # Averaged 38.2 yards per punt @ Mode 11 of 15 Feld goal attempts as a junior # 
Hit 46 of 50 extra point attempts over past two seasons, and three of the misses were blocked. 


Pascal TRUDEAU QB 6-3, 195 Beloeil, Quebec Vieux Montreal College 
League Most Valuable Player @ Completed 141 of 229 passes for 1,690 yards and 16 touchdowns last 
season @ Ran for eight scores @ Three-yeor letterman Two-year starter @ Led team to 1996 league title 
and 20-1 record in past two seasons @ Had 3,208 career passing yards. 


Jermaine WHITE WR 6-6, 200 Gainesville, FL Buchholz 
Two-year starter @ All-Area @ As a junior, caught 17 passes for 438 yards (25.8 yards per reception) and 
four touchdowns # As a senior, had 16 receptions for 219 yards and one score @ Also played defensive 


end and cornerback @ Member of basketball team, 


RESULTS 


(4-7-0, 3-5-0) PASSING = Aug. 30 Louisville 
Z Comp Yaros Pct TD Int al | 
14 Louisville 38 Haskins 175 93 -967-—«53.1 Sept. 6 at Mississippi State 
Couch 84 320° 62764 38.1 
3. Cincinnati 24 ___ RUSHING Sept. 20 at Indiana 
% No YARDS 
3 Indiana 0 Sept. 27 Florida 
0) Florid ee ee — 
oS 2 Oct. 4 Alabama 
7 Alabama 35 ; 
RECEIVING Oct. 11. at South Carolina 
14 South Carolina 25 Rae No Ys? Aveo le CID = 
id au AA rset Yi OE ALS = 5 Oct. 18 NE Louisiana 
Curtis Ill 22 188 8.6 27 2 og. 3s ~ 5 
. Mason 14 173° 12h 24 LS ct. at Georgia 
24 Georgia 7 McCord 12 1225) 102 18 0 
24 Mississippi State 21 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 1 LSU 
25 Vanderbilt 0 Tacktes: Boyd 97; Schellenberger 77; Hiles 64; Wilson 60. Nov. 15 at Vanderbilt 
INTERCEPTIONS: Hiles 3; Boyd 2. 
QB Sacks: Ward 10.5; Watson 5; Supe 3; Jacobs 2. 
10 Tennessee 56 Tacktes For Loss: Boyd 7; Ali 6; Wilson 5. Nov. 22 Tennessee 


SCHEDULE 
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CRAIG YEAST, A JUNIOR, CAUGHT 26 BALLS LAST YEAR AND SHOULD INCREASE 
HIS PRODUCTION IN HAL MUMME’S NEW AIR ATTACK. 
PHOTO BY PAUL CHAPMAN 


1984. It hasn’t won the SEC since 1976. 
Since a fellow named Bear Bryant 
departed after the 1953 season, six 
coaches (Blanton Collier, Charlie Brad- 
shaw, John Ray, Fran Curci, Jerry Clai- 
borne and Curry) have tried and failed to 
reverse the ship. 

Curry was expected to change that 
when he escaped Alabama in 1990. Yet he 
lost twice as many games (52) as he won 
(26), earned criticism for changing offensive 
philosophies the way most people change 
socks, signed the nation’s top passing quar- 
terback in Tim Couch, and proceeded to try 
and teach him the option. 

Forget that now. Before he had even 
signed a contract, Mumme installed 
Couch as the starter, a move that cooled 
speculation that Couch might jump ship. 
Instead, the instant declaration drove last 


1997 


year’s starter, senior-to-be Billy Jack 
Haskins, to transfer to Division I-AA 
member Rhode Island. 

“This is like a dream come true,” says 
Couch, the 6-5, 215-pound sophomore. 
“When I was growing up I wanted to be a 
college quarterback in this kind of system.” 

“This offense is tailor-made for Tim,” 
says Mumme. 

A year ago, playing in seven games, 
Couch completed just 32 of 84 passes. 
Under Mumme, in the first scrimmage of 
the spring, the former Parade Player of 
the Year completed 44 of 57 passes for 
569 yards and four touchdowns. In all, 
the Cat quarterbacks threw 102 passes in 
a two-and-a-half hour workout. 


“I caught more balls in that scrimmage,” 


says senior wideout Kio Sanford of his six 
catches, “than | caught all last year.” 


Aside from Couch, does Mumme 
have the rest of the personnel to do what 
he would like? “No,” he says, with a 
chuckle. “But hopefully we'll recruit it.” 

Still, there is some talent on hand. 
Used primarily as blockers in the run-ori- 
ented scheme utilized by the previous 
coordinator, Elliot Uzelac, the wide 
receivers were a spring surprise. “They 
catch the ball really well,” says Mumme. 
“And they have some quickness.” 

Craig Yeast, a junior, caught 26 balls 
last year, but “I expect to get more than 
that in the first few games,” he said. 
Junior Kevin Coleman, sophomore 
Quentin McCord, senior Norman Mason, 
junior college transfer Lance Mickelsen, 
and Chad Spencer, a sophomore, should 
also see a boatload of balls. 

“We want to spread it around,” says 
wide receivers coach Mike Leach, who has 
been with Mumme since the lowa days. 
“That puts more heat on the defense.” 

Running back is a question, however. 
In his first disciplinary test, Mumme sus- 
pended running back Derick Logan for a 
season after the SEC’s Freshman of the 
Year pled guilty to shoplifting charges. 
Anthony White, a sophomore, and Wen- 
dell Childs, a redshirt freshman, have 
potential, but Mumme may be counting 
on top recruit Derek Homer, the state’s 
Mr. Football. 

The offensive line returns five starters 
in tackles Kris Comstock and Jonas Lien- 
ing, guards Jeremy Streck and John 
Schlarman, and center Jason Watts. 
Recruited as run-blockers, the group must 
adjust to Mumme’s pass-protection tech- 
niques, however. 

Defense? “I just leave it up to Coach 
Major,” says Mumme of his longtime 
defensive coordinator, Mike Major, 
another transplant from Valdosta. “On 
Monday, | usually go down to his office, 
drink a cup of coffee and ask him what 
we're going to do. He tells me and then I 
go back to the offense.” 

A Larry Lacewell disciple, Major will 
use the same 4-3 scheme started by first 
Mike Archer and then Rick Smith, but 
with a different twist. “We want to be 
more aggressive,” says defensive back Lit- 
tleton Ward. “We want to make more 
things happen.” 

“We want more speed on defense,” 
says Mumme. “We want to get the guys 
with the most speed on the field.” 

“The coaches, they want you to 
attack all the time,” says Mark Jacobs, a 
starter at defensive tackle. “If you make a 
mistake, they want you to forget it and go 
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WILDCATS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
87 Cheddi Acham TE So 63 198 London, Ontario 


Pos. Ciass Ht. Wr. HOMETOWN 
26 Tremayne Martin SS Sr 60194 Apopka, FL 


63 212 Marianna, FL 


66 Matt Armbrester OL fr 63 299 Talladega, AL 


84 Norman Mason RB Sr = 59176 Paducah 
63.277 lywch 


39 Shomseldeen Arvlogin CB So 510175 Lexington 


WR So 5-10 ra 0 168 LoGrange,GA 


73 CilfBoiley OL SrA 276 _‘Trezevort, IN 


8 Maron McCree FSO 172 Daytona, FL 


_63 Michael Benjamin OL Jt 64 276 London, Ontario 


61 Paul McGonagle a a7 = Reading, MA 


_56 David Berringer Ot 64 281. Thomas 


21 Lance Mickelsen WR Jr 63 170 Salina, UT 


24 DotionBery = SS_— So S118) Lovie 69 Scot Mims Fr 65 261 Bowdon, GA 
21 Kevin Bouis FS de 5-11 203 Tompo, FL 36 _ Lorry Morris OE S 62 220 East Point 
30. Stephen Brown Pdr S11 208 Columbus, OH 35. Michael Moss 1B So 60 201 _lovisile 
49 Croig Carter RB So 60184 Lovisvle 89 Mike Piccione OT So 64 239 Poughquag, NY 
18 Jimmy Corter Pt 60173 Dunwoody, GA 81 MatPowel == WR Fr 62175 ovine 
39 Wendell Childs RB Fr 6:2 225. Lexington 93 Brod Pulliam Pfr 6:2 ‘187 Georgetown 
88 Darrin Clark TE Sr 65 245 Caldiron 93._John Rader BF 65 227 Jackson 
92 Michael Claybome WR fr &1 170 exingon 72. Mike Riddle OL Jr 0 264 Cincinnati, OH 
96 Bill Colemon PK Sr 60 175 Winchester, OH 9 Marc Samuel PK Fr S10._155 Anchorage 
19 Kevin Coleman WR Jr 510 185 Niceville, FL _ 6 KioSonlord _ WR S511 175 _Lexinglon 
“52 Demon Combs PK —«Fr_—«5+10_‘185 Brochvle, OH 65 kha Schloman OL Sr_——6:2—-275_ Fi Thomas 
70 Kris Comstock OL Jr 6B 304 Apopko, FL 17__ Brion Siddens QB Fr 6 180 _Lovisvile 
68. Thod Corbin DT Sr 63 263_Springfeld, IN 80 TylerSiddens WR Sr S-11_167_oviwile 
2 TimCouch QB So 65 216 Hyden 35 AJ. Simon RB So 51] 220 _Newpod 
97 Brendon Crocket PK sFr._— «62179 Fort Wright 59 Ande'Smth LBS. 62 232_Decatr, GA 
95. Gordon Crowe DT So 63 297 Lancaster 59. Andy Smith P So 63201‘ Frankln 
58 Aaron Daniel Co eres 255 Valparaiso, FL 50 Grayson Smith DE fr 61-226 Sabversville 
46 Garry Davis WR fr 62 189. Foirbom,OH_ -45_Lamont Smith DE Sr 62 240 Cincinnati, OH 
2 76 DovidDelaPerrale OL So 6:6 308 Montreal, Quebec 74 Omar Smith OLS 63 280 Miramar, 
90 Andy Dreisboch _—DE~—«So. 6:2 220 Mishawaka, IN 27 Shawn Smith Bk 63201 Tolohossee, Fl 
62 JomesForthing OL Fr 61 250._Invine, KY 48 _Jelf Snedegor 1B So 62 216 Sdlesile,OH 
37 Mike Fisher RBs 5:7 226 Dunwoody, GA 83. Chod Spencer WR So 64 224 Franklin 
11 Chris Ford FS ir & 117A Tallahassee, FL 38 Anwar Stewart DE So 63 223 Panama City, FL 
rr Randy Garver Qf 65 24 North Canton, OH 77 Jeremy Streck Olt 5 292 Cincinnati, OH 
14 Michael Gerrell SS fr 510170 Tallahassee, FL 40 Miguel Viera DE 62 223 Medino, OH 
44 David Ginn ‘DE Sr 65 227 _Cincinnaii, OH 95. WillWode WR fr 61160 Bowling Green 
“43. Corl Grinter RB So 5-10 181 _Russelille 42 Stephan Wolters FS dr 6.0 184 Hodgenvile 
“86 _limeny Holey TE So 63 246 lowell MA 4 litleon Word CB Sr 59 167 _Lexinglon 
16 Andre! Hayslip CB fr 510173 Orlando, FL 91 Anthony Wotion ——sdDE—So 63.226 Alonta, GA 
91 Alex Herman RB fr S10_178 Union _57-_Josen Wats Ck 63261 Oviedo Fl_ 
51 Bob Holmberg B Sr 6-0 236 _Lovisvile 67 Mike Webster OL 66 271 _ Independence 
99. Mark Jacobs DT ir 6:3 283 Shalimar, FL 34 Lee Wesley (B So 60 202 _Campbelhon, Fl 
23 Brian Johnson PK Sr «58164 Ripley, WV 33 Filmore Wester 1B So 0 224 Tallohassee, FL 
“92 Rober Jones DE Jr 6:3 229 Crawhord,GA 32._Anihony White RB So 61185. Twinsburg, OH 
“10 Ryon Kelle CB fr 62192 _ bong Grove, 31 More Wilson CBr 59 170 Downers Grove, IL 
13 EricKely CB Fr_—«S11_—‘184 PanamaCiy, FL 29. Tony Woods CBr 510165 _ Jeffersonville, IN 
41 Mati Layow DT fr 63 234 Miomi, FL 81 Alevander Wunder SN Sr 60185 _ Flemington, NJ 
64 Jonas Liening OL Jr 6B 299 Minster, OH 3 Craig Yeast RB dr 5:9 165 Harrodsburg 
5 Marin Love WR Jr 510167 Oakland, CA 28 Jeff Zurcher ‘SS ok 60 195 Beme,IN 
98 _ Marvin Major OT + 63 281 Elric, OH 7 
53. Craig Makhow SN fr = 62-219 Bowling Green Roster and depth chart are subject to change. 


1997 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Tim Couch, So/' Ryan Keller, Fr 
HB Anthony White, So/Craig Yeast, Jr 


FB Wendell Childs, Fr/A.J. Simon, So 


WR Quentin McCord, So/Marvin Love, Jr 


Dele Ali, Sr/Miguel Viera, Jr 


LT Matt Layow, Fr/Mark Jacobs, Jr 


RT Marvin Major, Jr/George Massey, So 


RE Anthony Watson, So/Robert Jones, Jr 


WR Kevin Coleman, Jr/C Garry Davis, Fr 
TE Jimmy Haley, So/Darrin Clark, Sr 
LT Jonas Liening, Jr/David Beringer, Jr_ 
(eay Jeremy Streck, Fr/Omar Smith, So 


~C — Jason Watts, Jr/Aaron Daniel, Fr 


RG John Schlarman, Sr/David De La Perralle, So 


RT Kris Comstock, Je/Mike Webster, Jr 
we PK Brian Johnson, Jr/Mare Samuel, Fr 


OLB —_Jeff Snedegar, So/Filmore Wester, So 

LB Bob Holmberg, Sr/John Rader, Fr 
OB Lee Wesley, So/Shawn Smith, Jr 
CB Tony Woods, Jr/Eric : Kelly, Fr 
CB Littleton Ward, Sr/Shamseldeen Arulogun, So 
ss Tremayne Martin, Sr/Dorion Berry, So ; 
“FS Marlon McCree, Fr/Chris Ford, Jr = 


P Jimmy Carter, Jr/Stephen Brown, Jr 


SPRING UPDATE 


he Wildcats escaped spring practice 

with just one major injury — defen- 

sive end Lamont Smith’s broken leg 
— but then new coach Hal Mumme would 
not call it an escape. 

“It might be for you, but not for me,” 
Mumme said of the low number of injuries. 
“We're not going to get them hurt. We 
can’t work with them if we get them hurt.” 

To that end, the ex-Valdosta State 
coach kept to his promise of short prac- 
tices and no-contact during the week. Drills 
lasted approximately two hours, and the 
Cats did not go full contact, except for 
three Saturday scrimmages, each of which 
lasted nearly three hours. 

“With all the running we do, during 
practice and in the scrimmages, | feel like 
I'm in a lot better shape now,” said defen- 
sive tackle Mark Jacobs. 

Mumme said he will keep the same 
scenario in preseason drills. 

* Redshirt freshman Wendell Childs, a 
hometown product from Lexington Bryan 
Station High School, turned in an excel- 
lent spring at running back and should 
push Anthony White for a starting spot in 
the fall. 

White, a sophomore, had been dis- 
missed from the team last November, but 
was reinstated when Mumme arrived. 
White’s mother, Estella, was so grateful she 
drove from Twinsburg, Ohio, to thank 
Mumme personally. 

¢ Running back Michael Daies, a 
sophomore who rushed for 92 yards 
against Indiana, was hurt the next game 
and missed the rest of the season, left the 
team during spring for personal reasons. 

¢ Lee Wesley, a former fullback, was 
moved to linebacker, where by the end of 
spring drills he had wrapped up a starting 
assignment as an outside linebacker. And 
Matt Layow, a former tight end, finished 
the spring at defensive tackle, where the 
RS-freshman was battling for a starting job. 

¢ Chad Spencer, a starting tight end 
last season, played well at wide receiver. 
The 6-4, 224-pounder gave the Cats’ 
receiving corps needed size. Plus, he has a 
bond with quarterback Tim Couch. The 
two roomed together last year. 

¢ John Rader, a redshirt freshman, was 
moved from defensive end to middle line- 
backer near the end of spring drills and 
showed he could be an able backup to 
starter Bob Holmberg. 

— John Clay 
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“| CAN’T WAIT FOR THE SEASON TO GET 
STARTED,” SAYS TIM COUCH. 
PHOTO BY PAUL CHAPMAN 


on to the next play. That’s what they 
preach, that you should relax, go all out 
and not worry about your mistakes.” 

Dele Ali and Lamont Smith, both 
seniors, both outside linebackers a year 
ago, have been moved to defensive end. 
Smith missed most of the spring with a 
broken leg, however. Jacobs, a starter last 
year, returns at defensive tackle along 
with Marvin Major, a starter as a redshirt 
freshman in ’95 who was suspended last 
year. George Massey and Gordon Crowe, 
a pair of sophomores, add depth. 

Linebacker needs depth and experience. 
Jeff Snedegar, a sophomore, has a chance 
to be a good one on the outside. Littleton 
Ward, a senior cornerback, is the lone 
returning secondary starter. Tremayne Mar- 
tin, a senior strong safety, shows promise. 

Brian Johnson, a junior placekicker, is 
nearly automatic inside the 40-yard line, 
but lacks a strong leg. He was a perfect 
16-of-16 on extra points. Mumme hopes 
to give him a few more opportunities. 

Punter Jimmy Carter, who averaged 39 
yards a kick last year, returns, but with a dif- 
ferent purpose. Mumme prefers to concen- 


KENTUCKY 


Couch Can’t Wait to Get Started 


e may have been an unfamiliar 
H name to Kentucky fans, to the 

SEC, to maybe even the world of 
Division I football. Hal Mumme was not, 
however, an unknown name to Tim Couch. 

Thanks to his high school head 
coach, who knew Mumme from coaching 
clinics, Couch had a head start on the 
background check. 

Just a day after Mumme, a serious 
proponent of the passing game, received 
the job in December, the coach installed 
the former Parade magazine Player of 
the Year as his starting quarterback, a 
move that prompted last year’s starter, 
Billy Jack Haskins, to transfer to Divi- 
sion LAA school Rhode Island for his 
last year. 

“I can’t wait for the season to get 
started,” says Couch. 

Forgive the Hyden, Ky., native if he 
couldn’t wait for last year to end, 
Quickly into his first campaign, the 6-5, 
215-pounder ran into problems with 
offensive coordinator Elliot Uzelac, a 
proponent of a run-oriented, use-the- 
option game. 


The freshman was yanked around in 
a puzzling way. His first collegiate start 
came against the No. 1 team in the 
nation, the Florida Gators, in the infa- 
mous “Swamp,” where Kentucky lost 
65-0. The next game, at Alabama, 
Couch was expected to start, then was 
pulled at the last minute. The coaches 
said the quarterback was suffering from 
a sore arm, yet Couch spent the entire 
game throwing on the sidelines. 

Then after a 1-6 start prompted ath- 
letic director C.M. Newton to announce 
Bill Curry would not be retained for 
next season, Uzelac went exclusively 
with Haskins, keeping Couch on the 
bench until the season-ending 56-10 loss 
to Tennessee. 

Things got so bad at one point, bas- 
ketball coach Rick Pitino called Couch 
into his office for a pep talk, telling the 
quarterback he should wait and see the 
identity of the new coach before making 
any decisions about leaving. Couch did. 
And, “I’m not going anywhere,” he says. 
“I can’t wait to get started in this 
offense.” Q 


trate on protection and have his punters 
boot the ball out of bounds. “Most times 
you're kicking the ball to a guy who is going 
to be in the NFL and you're covering him 
with guys who are going to be CPAs,” says 
Mumme. “It’s not a fair match.” 

It also may not be a bad strategy for a 
team that had three punts blocked and 
four returned for touchdowns a year ago. 

Nor is it Mumme’s only new idea. The 
coach does not believe in hitting during 
the week. His practices last less than two 
hours. “Why should we be in a bunch of 
car wrecks during the week when we have 
to be in one big car wreck on Saturday,” 
he says. “You don’t have to be in a car 
wreck to know you don’t want to be in 
one unless you have to.” 

“I think that’s really helped,” says line- 
man John Schlarman. “We've felt fresher 
for the scrimmages on Saturday. It cuts 
down on the pounding you get every day. 
Hopefully, we won't have as many injuries.” 

“| think he has an approach and a 
style of attack that’s going to be very suc- 
cessful at Kentucky,” says BYU's 
Edwards. “It can be similar to what Steve 


(Spurrier) has done at Florida and Bobby 
(Bowden) at Florida State.” 

Mumme gets a close look at Spurrier 
in the fourth game of the season. In fact, 
the Cats’ schedule is a possible killer. 
More than nine lives may be needed. 

The defending national champion 
Gators, SEC West champ Alabama, 
Peach Bowl champ LSU, and Tennessee, 
with a returning Peyton Manning, make 
up Kentucky’s four conference home 
games. Welcome to the SEC. 

“We knew what kind of league we 
were getting into when we took the job,” 
says Mumme. 

In fact, the new coach compares the 
struggling Kentucky program to the one 
another former Texan, Hayden Fry, 
inherited at Iowa, before turning the 
Hawkeyes into consistent winners. 

“It’s a place where if we can provide 
some excitement and entertainment and 
win some football games,” says Mumme, 
“I know they're going to be happy.” 

Especially if the no-name can make a 
name for himself. 

— John Clay 
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TIGERS 


Tigers Hoping for Full Potential in ‘97 


f LSU has “earned the right to contend,” as coach Gerry 
DiNardo said, the Tigers might do well to review the setbacks 
in an otherwise successful 1996 season. 

National champion Florida and Alabama beat LSU by a com- 
bined 82-13, although the Tigers still managed to share the 
Southeastern Conference Western Division title with Alabama. 

Such disparity in scores was uncharacteristic of an LSU team 
whose 10-2 record marked just the fifth 10-win season in the 
school’s 103-year football history. 

“We'd never been in a situation of that type before,” junior 
quarterback Herb Tyler said. “I don’t think we were ready to go.” 

“We lost our composure,” running backs coach Mike Hay- 
wood said. “It was a lack of maturity.” 

A year older and wiser, LSU hopes the lessons of that experi- 
ence will prove beneficial in its quest to become a consistent 
national force. The upwardly mobile Tigers want to unleash their 
full potential. 

“For us to get better, we have to use all our weapons on the 
field,” offensive coordinator Morris Watts said. 

“A lot of people are going to touch the ball this year,” junior 
tailback Kevin Faulk said. 

But, perhaps, none more than Faulk, last year’s All-SEC tail- 
back and All-America all-purpose player. One of LSU’s most 
sure-handed receivers, Faulk also returns punts and kicks in addi- 
tion to his elusive ability as a runner. 

“We're going to put Kevin Faulk in a position to get the foot- 
ball,” Haywood said. 

And why not? He led the SEC in both rushing (1,282) and 
all-purpose (2,104) yards. He’s already seventh on LSU’s career 
rushing list with 2,134 yards. Seven of his 11 100-yard rushing 
games came last season. 

“] just want to work hard and help out the team,” Faulk said. 

Faulk is not alone in giving LSU a dan- 
gerous running attack. Sophomore tailback 
Rondell Mealey averaged 5.9 yards per 
carry, while rushing 103 times for 603 
yards and 10 touchdowns. Junior Kendell 
Cleveland provides straight-ahead power. 
Sophomore Cecil Collins finally joins the 
group after a year of academic ineligibility. 

“Cecil Collins has great balance and 
deceptive speed,” Haywood said. “He’s a 
bright star of the future.” 

Sophomore fullback Robert Tyler pro- 


KEVIN FAULK, LAST YEAR’S ALL-SEC 
TAILBACK AND ALL-AMERICA ALL-PURPOSE 
PLAYER, IS ALSO ONE OF LSU’S MOST 
SURE-HANDED RECEIVERS. 

PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 


1996 RECORD: 10-2 overall; 6-2 SEC 
(Tie 1st/West) 

COACH: Gerry DiNardo — At LSU 17-6- 
1, 2 years; Overall, 36-31-1, 6 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 18; 8 Offense, 8 


Defense, Punter, Kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: TB Kevin Faulk, 
QB Herb Tyler, RG Alan Faneca, FL 
Larry Foster, DT Anthony McFarland, 
DT Chuck Wiley, FS Mark Roman. 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Faulk headlines 
a talented running backs corps that 


vides punishing protection with a willingness to throw his 6-foot, 
235-pound body in front of defenders. A broken hand limited 
Tyler to one carry last season, but didn’t prevent him from start- 
ing seven games. 

For all the optimism, Faulk hasn't forgotten what it was like 
to play Florida last season. He gained a season-low 26 yards in 
LSU’s 56-13 loss. 

“We were way too tight,” he said. That wasn’t the case against 
Alabama, though, when LSU scored on its first possession. 

“The first drive of the game was like, ‘Wow,’ ” Faulk said. 
But LSU had 12 players on the field. Quarterback Herb Tyler 
was hurt on the next series, and the Tigers never recovered, 
falling 26-0. 

But that’s in the past, and Tyler is ready to move on. Tyler's 
poised manner, and single-minded purpose, help to explain how 
he has put together a 14-2 record as a starter. 

“When you're in the position I am, you can’t let things worry 
you and linger,” he said. “Once I’ve made a mistake, I get it out 
of my head and go to the next play and try to do something great 
to make up for it.” 

Having done most everything the coaches have asked of him, 
Watts said Tyler will be expected to expand his repertoire. In last 
year’s tight-end oriented offense, Tyler completed 109 of 187 
passes for 1,688 yards and seven touchdowns with eight intercep- 
tions. He also was LSU’s third-leading rusher with 245 yards and 
seven touchdowns. 

“He’s at the point where we’re going to ask him to do 
more,” Waits said. “We want him to throw more. The goal is 
always to win football games and to have your quarterback put 
you in position to win football games. We want him to step up 
further, and do more to help us to win.” 

Tyler certainly has more experienced receivers with which to 


gives LSU J the ability to score one any 
spot on the field. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The loss of two 
of last year’s three leading tacklers 
leaves the Tigers with holes to fill at 
linebacker. 

OVERVIEW: In two short years, LSU has 
gone from a perennial loser to con- 
tender. The Tigers want to incorporate 
even more weapons this season to 
raise their level of play another notch. 


1997 


Linoy’s FooTBAu ANNUALS 149 


TIGERS*RECRUITING 


HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / Couece 


Tommy BANKS FB 6-0, 242 West Monroe West Monroe 
Ranked No. 16 prospect in Louisiana by SuperPrep @ Times-Picayune Top 20 list @ As a senior, ran for 2,284 
yards and 33 touchdowns # Helped team to state title # Ran for 417 yards in two state playoff games. 


Name / Position Swe 


pranks gum bersst DL 6-2, 245 Nerd ne MS sat Point 
Atlanta Jou Constitution Super Souther 100 @ Ran No. 11 prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep @ Helped 
team to slate title # Region Defensive Player of the Year @ Caused five fumbles and recovered six. 


Fred BOOKER DB 5-9, 175 Hammond Hammond 
Atlanta Journal Constitution Super Souther 100 # Times: Picayune Top 20 list @ Ranked No. 4 prospect in | 
Louisiana by SuperPrep @ As a senior, had 61 tackles, six sacks and a fumble recovery @ All-State. 


Abram BOOTY WR 6-2, 175 Shreveport Evangel 

Ranked No, 14 prospect in Louisiana by SuperPrep Times-Picayune Top 20 list @ Three-time All-State 
Atlanta Journal Constitution Super Souther 100 @ Had 302 career catches for 5,867 yards and 83 touchdowns 
@ Helped team to three state titles @ As a senior, arora 


Ryan CLARK ret 6-1, 180 Marrero 

All-State @ Ranked No, 24 sped i in Louisiana by SuperPrep @ Times-Picayune See 20 list @ Av 

yards per punt return @ Hod 16 career interceptions @ As a senior, had 59 solo tackles, including five ee 
and 37 assists # Helped team to third round of state playoffs @ District Defensive Most Valuable Player. 


Edward DANGERFIELD WR 6-4, 205 Morgan City wo5d Aelia | 
All-State # District Offensive Most Valuable Player @ As a senior, had 33 catches for 689 yards and 10 touch- 
downs @ Returned three kickoffs and one interception for scores. 


Higlech, FL Miami Lakes 

Ranked No, 2 pro-style quarterback nationally by National Recruiting Advisor @ Rated No. 2 signal caller 
nationally by SuperPrep @ Two-time All-State ‘ inta Journal Constitution Super Southem 100 @ As a senior, 
passed for 2,318 yards and 28 scores and ran for 436 yards and five touchdowns . 


Robert DAVIS WR 5-9, 175 Shreveport Evangel 
Rated No, 7 prospec in Louisiana by SuperPrep @ Helped leam to state fille # As a senior, had 63 catches for 
1,300 yards and 20 touchdowns Had 60 carries for 500 yards and eight scores. 


Joe DOMINGEAUX TE 6-5, 245 Crowley Crowley 

Times-Picayune Top 20 list # Ranked No. 9 prospect in lovisiona by SuperPrep @ ‘Allon. Journal Constitution 
Super Southem 100 @ Ranked No. 8 tight end nationally by National Recruiting Advisor # As a senior, caught 
31 passes for 446 yards and six touchdowns # Caught 15 passes for 350 yards as a junior. 


Thomas DUNSON LB 6-3, 235 Spring, TX Klein Ook 
Ranked No, 17 spect in Texas by SuperPrep @ As a senior, recorded 80 tackles, including 16 for a loss # 
Helped eam to csi strict championship # Had 75 tackles, including 23 for loss, and five forced fumbles as a junior. 


Jarvis GREEN DE 6-3, 235 Donaldsonville Donaldsonville 

SuperPrep Southwest Defensive Player of the Year, ranked No. 11 defensive lineman nationally # Atfonta Jour- 
nal Constitution Super Southem 100 @ Times-Picayune Top 20 list As a senior, had 103 solo tackles, 33 
assists, 42 tackles for loss and 16 sacks @ As a junior, had 21 tackles for loss and seven sacks. 


Jason GREEN LB 6-2, 210 Donaldsonville Donaldsonville 
Peed tic go mich ln Seine hy Ped € ARCA 0 eb: 


Rohan DAVEY QB 6-3, 220 


Name / Posmon Size HOMETOWN Hic Scuoot / Couece 


Michael HAYES WR 6-4, 210 Opelousa Opelousas 
Ranked No. 29 player nationally and No. 3 prospect in lovisiona by SuperPrep  Times- Picayune Top 20 list @ 
All-District @ As @ senior, blocked six punts and intercepted five passes. 


Prentis JENKINS D3 6-0, 175 Vidalia Vidalia 
Hed 10 intercepfions as o senior # Rushed for 1,269 yards and scored five touchdowns on kickoff retums @ All- 
State @ Had 69 tackles and five interceptions @ As a junior, caught 25 passes for 585 yards and eight touchdowns. 


LaVar JOHNSON RB 6-1, 185 Golena Park, TX North Shore 
Ranked No. 66 prospect in Texas by SuperPrep # Rushed for 2,202 yards and 23 touchdowns as a senior +| 
Helped team to state semifinals @ As a junior, had 161 carries for 1,350 yards and 14 scores @ All-District. 


Uoyd JONES DB 6-3, 215 Hitchcock, TX Trinity Valley Junior College 
Oniginally signed with LSU in 1996 @ As prep senior, made five interceptions, retuming three for scores @ As 
senior quarterback, completed 86 of 160 passes for 1,281 yards and 13 touchdowns. 


st KIPPS TE/DE 6-5, 245 Lofayette Comeaux 
I-State @ All-Disirict @ As a senior, caught 34 passes ey 3 553 yards ond three touchdowns @ As a junior, 
caught 15 passes for 265 yards and one score # Hod 130 taclles last season, including seven sacks, and 


caused seven fumbles. 

Walter MOREHAM LB 61,215 Houston, TX 

Ranked No. 81 prospect in Texas by SuperPrep # Twortime All-State @ Houston Chroncl Top 100 list # As o 
senior, had 170 and recovered three fumbles @ Three-year starter. 

Craig NALL GB 6-3, 207 Alexandria Alexandria Senior 


Atlanta Jounal Constitution Super Southern 100 Ranked No. 6 prospect in Louisiana by SuperPrep @ Times- 
eae Top 20 list @ As a senior, threw for 1,673 yards and nine touchdowns As a junior, threw | for 1,258 
and 11 scores @ Hod 5,038 career total yards @ Second in stale javelin throw. 


Terrence O'BRYANT DB/WR 6-3, 200 New Waverly, TX New ee 
All-State # District Offensive Mos! Valuable Player ¢ All-District at hn positions @ As a senior, had 48 catches 
for 1,048 yards and 12 touchdowns @ Ran for 928 yards and threw five scoring passes. 


Cisco PERKINS RB/LB 6-1, 210 Shreveport Evangel 
Helped team to stale championship @ As a senior, rushed for 2,300 yards on just 161 carries and scored 29 
touchdowns @ Hod 285 tackles, 10 sacks and 10 interceptions during prep career. 


Dwayne PIERCE OL New Orlean 

Helped team ro deiia dempioanie, oHad 12 sived 10 sa usiaa sy lobo ie All-District. 
Melvin RICHEY DL 6-4, 280 Decatur, GA Southwest DeKalb 

Ranked No. 60 prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep @ Atlanta Journal Constitution Super Southem 100 @ As a 
senior, had six sacks, six blocked passes and over 100 tackles @ Caused five fumbles, recovered four fumbles 
and blocked two field goal attempts. 

Robert ROYAL TE 6,215 New Orleans Karr 

Asa senior, hou 80 ides ond bro che os dara ond  Cought nine passes for 177 yards. 

Louis WILUAMS OL 6-6, 295 Ft. Walton Beach, FL Choctawhatchee 


Ranked No. 47 prospect in Florida by SuperPrep @ All-State Three-year starter 
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INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS SCHEDULE 


( 10-2-0, 6-2-0) PASSING Sept. 6 Texas-El Paso 
NAME Att Comp Yarps Pct TD 
35 Houston 34 Tyler 187 109 «1688 583 7 8 Sept. 13 at Mississippi State 
Sparacino 60 21 382 35.0 0 3 
19 ~~ Auburn 15 
RUSHING Sept. 20. Auburn 
63 y New Mexico State re —Yarps. AVG 
AS! “Wander fe) Faulk 248 128252) 80.13 Sept. 27 Akron 
= Mealey 103 603 5.9 44 10 5 
13. Florida 56 Tyler ae? Gane <a? i Oct. 4 at Vanderbilt 
Cleveland 37 138 3.7 14 2 
A| Kentucky 14 RECEIVING Oct. 11 Florida 
28 Mississippi State 20 =| Nam Noll In YAne @ NAVGMn io D ig ; 
@ “Alobane 26 | | tefleur 30 43914683 i pak ey 
Foster 260 a Ade eelT 2 ae 8 TAH \ 
39 Mississippi 7 | | Frazier eS =) 7 WY Kentucky 
35 Tul — 17 Savoie 5 29 139 31 0 
rh pacilas DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov. 8 — at Alabama 
7 Arkansas 7 | TAckues: Stansberry 95; Wiley 93; Rogers 90; Hill 79. : | Nov. 15 Notre Dame 
PEACH BOWL | InTeRcEPTONS: Roman 4; LeBlanc 3. 
10 Clemson Tah) QB Sacks: Wiley 6; Sutton 6; Stansberry 5;Hill3. Nov. 28 Arkansas 
| Tacktes For Loss: Wiley 14; McFarland 14; Stansberry 10. ? 
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CHUCK WILEY, A SENIOR, IS LSU’S TOP RETURNING TACKLER WITH 93 STOPS. 


PHOTO BY ALLEN KEE 


work. Sophomore flanker Larry Foster is 
the top returning receiver and finished 
second last year with 26 catches for 446 
yards and four touchdowns. Just behind 
him was sophomore split end Tyrone 
Frazier, who began his college career 
after playing baseball for three years in 
the Kansas City Royals organization. 
Frazier caught 17 passes for 323 yards 
last season. 

Freshman Abram Booty put together 
impressive numbers at Evangel High 
School in Shreveport, La., where he was 
a three-time all-state selection. Booty’s 
older brother, Josh, originally signed with 
LSU but opted for a lucrative baseball 
contract from the Florida Marlins. 

But just as the receivers are a veteran 
corps, the tight end and F-back spots will 
feature new looks. Senior Furnell Hank- 
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ton and sophomore Jamal Pack are 
expected to take over at tight end for the 
departed David LaFleur, who led the 
Tigers with 30 catches for 439 yards and 
three touchdowns. The F-back, similar to 
a tight end but with less involvement in 
the passing game, includes three seniors 
new to the position. Anthony Skinner 
once was a little-used fullback, while 
Casey Taber and Melvin Hill are con- 
verted quarterbacks. 

The offensive line is anchored in 
experience with junior center Todd 
McClure, junior right guard Alan Faneca, 
and senior left guard Adam Perry. The 
tackles are newer with sophomore Al 
Jackson on the left side, and redshirt 
freshman Trey Langley taking over on the 
right. The veterans should be able to pro- 
vide leadership, McClure said. 


“Faneca will be able to help Langley 
out some,” McClure said, “and Perry will 
be able to help Al Jackson.” 

A consensus All-SEC selection last 
year, Faneca has started every game of 
his career at right guard. Perry has 16 
starts to his credit, and McClure has been 
a fixture at center since taking over in the 
penultimate regular-season game in 1995. 

If LSU is to make a move on the 
national scene, Watts said it will begin up 
front on both sides of the line of scrimmage. 

“One of the separations between us 
and Florida, and maybe Alabama, is the 
strength of the football team,” Watts said. 
“We've improved as a team, but we're still 
not as strong as some teams who have 
bigger people and stronger people who 
can knock others around for a season. 
We’re still getting bigger and stronger.” 

McClure noted another factor which 
could impact how LSU competes against 
the best in the SEC, if not the nation. 

“Basically, we were a running team 
last year,” he said. “You've got to be able 
to throw and run the ball to beat teams 
like Alabama and Florida. Then, they'll 
have to respect you more.” 

LSU's increased emphasis on down- 
field passing has encouraged McClure. 

“Everybody feels good,” he said. “We 
know we have a tough schedule, maybe 
the toughest since I’ve been here. But 
everybody’s a year older, and looking for- 
ward to another good season. We've been 
to a couple of bowl games, which has 
been nice, but now we're ready to go toa 
bigger and better one.” 

It might help, defensive coordinator 
Carl Reese said, if LSU could match 
Florida's ability to plug holes with little 
drop-off in talent. As it stands, Reese isn’t 
sure what to expect from the replacements 
for departed linebackers Allen Stansberry 
and Pat Rogers, who finished first and 
third, respectively, in tackles last season. 

“We won't know until we get into the 
second or third game,” he said. LSU 
opens at home against Texas-El Paso on 
Sept. 6. LSU's non-conference schedule 
also includes Notre Dame. 

Reese is more certain of a defensive 
line that returns intact, including tackles 
Chuck Wiley and Anthony McFarland. 
Wiley, a senior, is the top returning tack- 
ler with 93 stops. McFarland, a junior, 
added 63. Wiley shared the team lead in 
sacks with six, while McFarland tied for 
first in tackles behind the line of scrim- 
mage with 14. 

“All teams who dominate physically 
start with their ends, tackles and lineback- 
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TIGERS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Class HT. . HOMETOWN No. NAME Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HomeTown 

37. Aaron Adams Book «62 25 Metre 94 Anthony Morand DT Jk &1 290 Winnsboro 
5 Yohmani Adams WR Sr S11 172 Lowel, MS 51 ScotMeMurey Br 1235. West Monroe 
58 kesephBorreco Br 510 225 New Orleans “92 Roshoun Mathews DE So 64 231 Baton Rouge 
33 NemessisBoks WR So 510 190 NewQrleons 7 RondellMedley RB. So. 60 203 Desehon 
26 Chris Beord SS. e518. Shreveport 79 Noeshall Menard  C So 62 275 Moneo 
88. Abram Booty. WR Fr 62 176 Shreveport 52 Brondon Michel B.S «= 2-233. Grond Point 
29 Brown Boudreaux CB ie 58 153 Baton Rouge 98 AmodMillee DE sk 64 242 NewOrleons 
83 DonnyBoyd PK So 60 210 Brodenlon, FL 95 Johny Michel DT So 65 300 Marrero. 
39 Stanley Chapman FS Sr S10 192 BoyStlovis,MS 97 Kareem Michel =—»sDT-—sFr_—&3 240 Moss Point, MS 
30 John Christ RB «So G2 230 Baton Rouge 49 MokODowd BS «63213 Cord Gobles, FL 
32 KendollClevelond RB Ir] 221 Orange, TK 81 JomdPock «TE «So 63 250 Maero 
34 Cecil Collins RB So 510 205 Leese 76 Adom Perry OL & 63 293 Covingon 
“64 John Compton = CF 270 Baton Rouge 61 Nathon Perry O & 63 260 Ceiba 
19 ChrisCummings CB J 59 184 Dothan, Al 10. Brad Poole WR Sr 59 168° Lofyete 
2 Brandon Dole (Bo ofr «S11 170 Slide “67 AvinPucket = OLS 3.290 NewOrleans 
2 CedhicDonaldson CBS «= S11175_ Jackson, MS 13. Tom Rathmann CB Jr 62 190 BocoRoton, FL 
85. Billy Dresser P Fr 63 197 lake Chores 1 WodeRichey PK Sr G4 200 Corener 

JosonEngels -DT-—«So. «63.244 Baton Rouge 8 Mark Roman FS So 60 185 Newlbera 
6 AlonFoneco Lk 310 Rosenberg, TX 36 Anhony Skimer RB Sr 61 256 Potenon 
3 Kevin Faulk Rok ~=510 192 Corenco 85. Brandon Smith PPK Je. «G1 ‘190 Baton Rouge 
22 Lorry Foster WR So 510 190 Honey 35 CharlesSmith = LB «So. 62220 _NewOrleans 
13. Tyrone Frazier «WR So. 511.182. Shreveport & Bryon Sporocino. = GB_«Sr_~«—« 2190 Denhom Springs 
4 Note Gales CB Fr 60 180 Sarasota, FL 42 Motketh Speors = BOO) S11 229 Tohay 
58 Monte Galin 1B So &1 233 Mogndlia, MS “54. Lee Somberg OL Je 63 20 Monroe 
10 Corey Gibbs P So 60 190 Baton Rouge 15. Andy Stroup QB Fr 63 195 loAace 
2B ChrtopherGreen SS Se 60191 Hahmile 90 Mike Suton DE Sr 64 263 New Orleans 
89 PotickGreene = Ps S9 164 Shel 46 WordellSykes Be fr— «1-230 Honey 
87 Fumell Honkion TE Sr 65 259 NewOrleans “12 CoseyTober RB. Sr 1-220 Schulenburg, TK 
88 Willie Harvey DE fr 64 245 Houston, TX 65. Ryan Thomassie OL Jt 62 282 Golliono 
60 Ryan Hebert QL So 63 285 Baton Rouge 14. Herb Tyler QB Je 60 194 NewOrleons 
25 Greg Hill ‘SS 511 187 logonspot == AA.—Robert Tyler RB So 60 235. Cleveland, MS 
45 Jamal Hil (BF 62 220 Mercerld, WA 18 Stephen Underwood GB So 64 230 Baton Rouge 
17 Mehin Hil RB Se 60 217 Monsheld 49 Korey Woles RB dt 57 213 Kenwood 
21 Rion Hil FS dr 61191 NewOrleons 48 Joe Wesley IB te 62 222 Brookhaven, MS 
16 Rodney Hudson «WR 60 175 Mowce = Cifon White «= SS. So. 60225 Heche 
71 Al Jackson OL So 63 300 Moss Point, MS 55 Chuck Wiley DTS 65 274 Baton Rouge 
80. Chod Kessler Pa Sen NOTIN 197 longtood EL 93. Theo Wilioms DE So 63 235 Marrero 
75. rey Longley O fr 65 280 Eunice @4 Brandon Winey TE. Fr 260. Lake Chorks 
18 ClorenceleBlonc FS. So. G3 200 ‘River Ridge 23. Jeremy Witen P So. 510 170. Louisville, KY 
72 ToddMcCe «Ck «2280 Baton Rouge = : 
57 BhineMCotle SN Jr 61 225. Pensacola, FL Roster ond depth chort are subject to chonge. 


1997 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Herb Tyler, Jr/Bryan Sparacino, Sr 


TB Kevin Faulk, Jr/Cecil Collins, So 


aoe 
FL 


Casey Taber, Sr/Anthony Skinner, Sr 
Larry Foster, So/Yahmani Adams, Sr 


LE Theo Williams, So/Arnold Miller, Jr 


u Chuck Wiley, Sr/Jason Engels, So 
RT Anthony McFarland, Jr/Johnny Mitchell, So 


RE = Mike Sutton, Sr/Roshaun Matthews, So 


SE Tyrone Frazier, So/Nemessis Bates, So 


ae 
uT 


Furnell Hankton, ‘Sr/Jamal Pack, So 
Al Jackson, So/Ryan Hebert, So 


LG Adam Perry, Sr/Ryan Thomassie, Jr 
C Todd McClure, Jr/Naeshall Menard, So 


RG Alan Faneca, Jr/Alvin Puckett, Fr 
RT Trey Langley, Fr/Lee Stromberg, Jr 


PK — Wade Richey, Sr/Danny Boyd, So 


Markeith Spears, Jr/Jamal Hill, Fr 
IB Charles Smith, So/Monte Gatlin, [a 

OLB Joe Wesley, Ir/, ‘Aaron Adams, Jr 

cB Chris Cummings, Jr/Nate Gates, Fr 

CB = Cedric Donaldson, Sr/Brandon Dale, Fr 

SS Raion Hill, Jr/Clifton White, So 

FS Mark Roman, So/Clarence LeBlanc, So 


P Chad Kessler, Sr/Jeremy Witten, So 
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SPRING UPDATE 


ike Haywood, LSU's running backs 

coach, was named the first special 

teams coordinator in head coach 
Gerry DiNardo’s three-year tenure. 

Before the appointment, Haywood and 
at least four other assistants combined to 
coach the special teams. 

¢ Junior Aaron Adams moved from 
defensive end to linebacker, where he 
played well in the spring and spent time 
with the first team. Tight ends Brandon 
Winey and Jason Engels also switched to 
other positions. 

Winey, a redshirt freshman, went to 
offensive left tackle. Engels, a sophomore, 
moved to defensive tackle where he will 
back up All-SEC senior left tackle Chuck 
Wiley. 

¢ Wiley missed the first seven practices 
with a pulled hamstring muscle, but is 
expected to be fully recovered for the fall. 

Sophomore tight end Jamal Pack had 
his spring cut short by reconstructive shoul- 
der surgery. He, also, is expected to be 
healthy once preseason drills start. Redshirt 
freshman defensive tackle Kareem Mitchell 
sat out after undergoing knee surgery. 

¢ A pair of signees quickly made their 
presence felt. Wide receiver Abram Booty 
graduated early from Evangel High School 
in Shreveport, La., and enrolled in LSU 
last January. That allowed him to practice 
in the spring. 

Quarterback Rohan Davey took advan- 
tage of spring break at Miami Lakes High 
School to visit LSU at the start of spring. 
Davey said he has spoken with first-year 
basketball coach John Brady about playing 
that sport for the Tigers, as well. 

e Junior strong safety Greg Hill was 
suspended indefinitely nearly two months 
before spring practice began and later 
arrested for his unauthorized use of an 
assistant coach’s telephone access code. 

¢ Junior tailback Kevin Faulk, and 
junior quarterback Herb Tyler, were among 
three players who didn’t play in the spring 
game because of disciplinary action taken 
by the LSU Dean of Students. LSU offered 
no reason for the action against Faulk, 
Tyler and junior strong safety Chris Beard. 

Junior defensive tackle Anthony 
McFarland, and senior F-back Melvin Hill, 
also didn’t participate, but, again, LSU pro- 
vided no explanation. LSU officials said stu- 
dent privacy rights outlined by the Buckley 
Amendment prevented further comment. 

— Dave Moormann 
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“| FORCE MYSELF TO STRIVE FOR 
PERFECTION AND ACCOMPLISH WHAT I 
NEED TO DO ON EACH PLAY,” SAID THE 

6-FOOT, 194-POUND HERB TYLER. 
PHOTO BY ALLEN KEE 


Tigers Will Geaux Where Tyler Takes Them 


hen LSU often found itself 
backed up toward its own end 
zone in the second half of last 


year’s Peach Bowl, offensive coordinator 
Morris Watts said the Tigers turned con- 
servative rather than risk a mistake. 

Thus, it was left for the defense to 
preserve LSU’s 10-7 victory that capped 
a 10-2 season. 

Presented with the same scenario 
this season, Watts said the Tigers want 
to make more use of their offensive fire- 
power. It all depends on the develop- 
ment of junior quarterback Herb Tyler. 

“I think he really played a great game 
against Arkansas and in the bowl,” Watts 
said of LSU’s 17-7 victory in the regular- 
season finale and its win over Clemson. 
“He did what we asked of him. For us to 
get better, we have to use all our 
weapons on the field. Where he takes us 
to, that’s the key. He has to show us.” 

Tyler said he’s ready to do that, just 
as he was as a true freshman two years 
ago when he replaced the injured Jamie 


ers,” Reese said. “They dominate the run- 
ning game and knock people back.” 

Assisting Wiley and McFarland will be 
sophomore left end Theo Williams and 
senior right end Mike Sutton, who 
matched Wiley with six quarterback sacks. 
Williams added two quarterback sacks. 

“It's like Coach always says,” McFar- 
land said, “you have to be bigger, faster 
and stronger. If you become bigger, faster 
and stronger, you'll be more physical.” 

LSU will be short on experience at 
linebacker, where sophomore Charles 
Smith is the veteran of the group with 
eight starts in the middle last season. He 
finished as the seventh-leading tackler 
with 60 stops. Junior strongside line- 
backer Markeith Spears has played in 
every game for two seasons with just one 
start. He’s also an accomplished special 
teams player, and participated in 111 spe- 
cial teams plays last season. Junior Joe 
Wesley is earmarked for weakside line- 
backer after having made a career-high 
14 stops last season. 

“The big concern is experience at this 
standpoint,” Reese said. “The linebackers, 
I think, have got a chance.” 

The secondary is a mixture of old and 
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new, with sophomore Mark Roman back 
at free safety, and senior Cedric Donald- 
son at right cornerback. Roman swiped a 


team-high four passes, returning one for 
an 85-yard touchdown against Tulane. He 
also finished with 74 tackles, including a 
team-high 53 solo hits. Donaldson inter- 
cepted a two-point conversion pass in the 
end zone to preserve a season-opening 
victory against Houston, and clinched a 
victory over Auburn in the next game with 
an interception near midfield. 

Two converted receivers should sup- 
ply LSU with speed. Junior Chris Cum- 
mings runs for the track team when not 
playing left cornerback. He also collected 


Howard and immediately produced. 

“I force myself to strive for perfec- 
tion and accomplish what I need to do 
on each play,” said the 6-foot, 194- 
pound Tyler. “I try to keep things in per- 
spective and try not to make the same 
mistake over again.” 

The unflappable Tyler has built a 
reputation as one who rarely makes 
unforced errors. While completing 154 
of 246 career passes (.602) for 2,277 
yards and 12 touchdowns, he’s thrown 
only 10 interceptions. In last year’s 
tight-end oriented offense, he was 109 
of 187 for 1,688 yards with seven touch- 
downs and eight interceptions. 

LSU returns an experienced receiv- 
ing corps, and wants to utilize All-South- 
eastern Conference tailback Kevin Faulk 
even more. That’s the reason for asking 
Tyler to elevate his game. 

“It’s like a computer,” Watts said. 
“We’re going to keep putting stuff into 
the computer until it short circuits, and 
then we won’t put any more.” Q 


nine unassisted tackles as a standout spe- 
cial teams player last season. Junior 
strong safety Chris Beard is being asked 
to step in for the suspended Greg Hill. 
Beard finished as last year’s fifth-leading 
receiver with 11 catches for 199 yards. 

“To me, we’re still trying to put it 
together,” Reese said of LSU’s effort to 
reach national prominence. “We haven't 
arrived yet ... To get to the next level, 
when one guy graduates you have to have 
a guy to take his place who can play the 
game like he did.” 

LSU has two senior kickers hoping to 
elevate their production. Chad Kessler 
punted well enough in averaging 42.3 
yards per kick, but that was down nearly 
two yards from his All-SEC figure of the 
year before. Placekicker Wade Richey 
showed plenty of leg strength with a 
school record-tying 54-yard field goal, but 
he lacked for accuracy, making just five of 
12 field-goal attempts. 

“T’'ve think we've learned from our 
mistakes,” DiNardo said. “You look at the 
Florida and Alabama games, those were 
two critical games. We've grown from the 
experience.” 

— Dave Moormann 
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MISSISSIPPI STATE 


BULLDOGS 


“Win Now” Is Sherrill’s Aim 


ackie Sherrill is in virgin territory as he enters his 20th 

season as a Division | head football coach. For the first 

time in his career, the Mississippi State coach has put 
together back-to-back losing seasons. 

If that bothers him, though, it doesn’t show. 

“There's certain things you can’t control,” said Sherrill, 
pointing to the rash of injuries that played a big role in last 
year’s 5-6 record. 

Conversely, there are some things a coach can control. 

Like recruiting. 

Looking at the holes that also contributed to last year’s losing 
season, Sherrill and his staff filled them with a 1997 recruiting 
class heavy on junior college transfers, players who will be 
counted on to contribute immediately. 

With two years left on his current contract, some saw it as a 
“Win Now,” philosophy that could jeopardize the long-range 
future of the program. Sherrill says those people are wrong. 
“You're not trying to build a football team,” Sherrill said. “You're 
trying to win. You're trying to win the conference.” 

Whether State will make a gigantic leap and challenge 
Alabama, LSU and Auburn in the Southeastern Conference 
Western Division remains to be seen. But look for the Bulldogs to 
be improved. Said Sherrill: “We're in a much better position than 
we were at this time last year.” 

The schedule is certainly in their favor. For the first time in 
the 102-year history of the program, State will play seven home 
games, including six of the first seven to open the season. 

Combine that schedule with a group of defensive returnees 
who have had a year’s seasoning in Joe Lee Dunn’s system with 
the return of star tailback Keffer McGee and an influx of junior 
college transfers, and you get the blueprint for improvement. 

Beating Alabama and Ole Miss in two 
of the final three games last year started a 
turnaround that carried into spring practice 
and should bring a new attitude to the Bull- 


it in the first place, and I think we realized we have some poten- 
tial on this team. We're going to go into the fall and work real 
hard, with our goal being to win a lot of football games. And I 
think we can do that.” 

Wyatt will trigger the offense, but if he’s healthy McGee 
will be the focal point. Last year, McGee, a 5-10, 209-pound 
senior, gained 481 yards in just 2 '/2 games. He was lost for the 
season on the second play of the third quarter of the third game, 
the victim of a torn knee ligament. He was leading the SEC at the 
time of his injury, and with him went a big portion _ of the Bull- 
dog offense. 

McGee had reconstructive surgery in October, then struggled 
through the winter with his rehabilitation. In January, a second 
operation was performed to clean out some scar tissue giving 
McGee problems. McGee was held out of contact in the spring, 
but his coaches say he’ll be ready to go in the fall. 

“It was good to see Keffer out there in the spring,” said 
offensive coordinator Lynn Amedee. “I liked his attitude. He 
helped others just by being out there.” 

If McGee is the same back he was before his injury, the Bull- 
dogs will be loaded at tailback. Robert Isaac and Chris Rainey are 
also back, and one of the Bulldogs’ top junior college signees was 
a tailback, 6-2, 235-pound James Johnson. 

“dJ has everything we were looking for,” said Amedee of 
Johnson. “He and Keffer will give us a good one-two punch. 
He's big and strong and can run.” 

Johnson went through spring practice, but was hampered by 
nagging leg injuries. Still, Sherrill and Amedee saw enough to tell 
them if McGee and Johnson are both healthy, they might move 
the speedy Isaac to receiver, where he can be used as a wideout 
or in the slot. i 


ButtpoGs At A GLANCE 


dogs this fall. 

After a successful spring in which he 
solidified his hold on the starting job at 
quarterback, sophomore Matt Wyatt said 
the Bulldogs are beginning to understand 
just how much better they might be. 

“| think now we’re at a point where we 
see how good we can be,” Wyatt said. 


“Part of reaching your potential is realizing 


AFTER A SUCCESSFUL SPRING, SOPHOMORE 
QUARTERBACK MATT WYATT SAID THE 
BULLDOGS ARE BEGINNING TO UNDERSTAND 
JUST HOW MUCH BETTER THEY MIGHT BE, 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


1996: 5-6 overall, 3-5 SEC (4th West) 
COACH: Jackie Sherrill — At MSU, 33- 
34-2, 6 years; Overall, 138-79-4, 

19 years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 6 Offense, 
8 Defense, Punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: TB Keffer McGee, 
WR Kevin Prentiss, OT Robert Hicks, 
DE Gregory Favors, DT James Grier, 
SS Eric Brown, NG Eric Dotson, LB 
Earnest Garner 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The running of 
Keffer McGee (if he’s recovered from 


knee surgery); secondary, and pass- 
rush of DE Gregory Favors. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: |Inexperience at 
QB, questionable status of McGee, 
lack of depth on the defensive line. 
OVERVIEW: From the recruitment of 
10 junior college players to a first- 
ever seven-game home schedule, all 
signs point to this being Sherrill’s year 
to win and recapture the fans who 
have grown restless after consecutive 
losing seasons. 
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ULLDOGS*RECRUITING 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / Coulece 


Kevin COOPER WR 6-3, 195 Batesville NW Mississippi C. C. 
Played in only six games last season due to knee injury, but caught 27 passes for 353 
yards and four touchdowns @ Averaged 34.1 yards per kickoff return @ Prep All-State @ 
As a senior, had 15 catches for 265 yards oat five touchdowns, and four interceptions # 
Helped team to state championship. 


Dorsett DAVIS DL 6-6, 270 Cleveland East Side 

Ranked No. 54 prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep # USA Today honorable mention All-Amer- 
ican @ Ranked No. 8 prospect in Mississippi by Jackson Clarion-ledger # As a senior, 
made 102 tackles and eight sacks @ Had 83 tackles and nine sacks as a junior # Aver- 
aged 17 points and 10 rebounds per game in basketball as a junior Threw shot put for 
track team. | 
Jamaal DINKINS LB 6-2, 220 Jackson Provine 
Ranked No. 96 prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep @ Jackson Clarion-ledger Top 40 list | 
Second team All-State @ As a senior, gained 471 yards rushing and six touchdowns 
Had 53 tackles, five sacks and two fumble recoveries Two-time All-Metro. 


Brad ELMORE OL 6-4, 305 Paola, KS Ricks College 
Available for spring drills @ Played all three interior line positions in junior college  Four- 
year prep letterman  SuperPrep All-American @ USA Today All-American @ Bluechip 
Illustrated All-American # Helped team to state championship. 


Kenric FAIRCHILD DL 6-5, 300 Greenville Greenville 

Ranked No. 58 prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep @ Jackson Clarion-Ledger Top 40 list # 
Four-year starter @ As a senior, had over 70 tackles, six sacks and two recovered fumbles 
@ All-District. 


Garth HENRY DL 6-3, 300 Miami, FL Copiah-Lincoln C. C. 
Ranked No. 22 state junior college player by Jackson Clarion-Ledger # Had 109 total tack- 
les, six tackles for loss and two sacks last season @ Caused three fumbles and recovered 
two @ Member of high school wrestling team. 


James JOHNSON RB 6-2, 215 Mobile, AL Eost Mississippi C. C. 
Ranked No. 6 state junior college player by Jackson Clarion-Ledger @ Gained 909 yards 
rushing and scored 15 touchdowns last season @ Averaged 6.8 yards per carry @ As prep | 
senior, rushed for over 1,500 yards and 13 touchdowns. 


James JONES WR 6-2, 180 Vicksburg Hinds C. C. | 
Named among nation’s Top 40 junior college players by National Bluechips @ Ranked No. 
11 among state junior college slave in 1996 by Jackson Clarion-Ledger @ Prep All-State 
@ USA Today honorable mention All-American @ As a senior, had 36 catches for 920 


ete and 10 touchdowns State 100-meter dash champion. 


Size HOMETOWN Hic ScHoot / Cowece 
6-4, 315 Beachwood, NJ Virginia Tech 

Lettered as offensive guard for Virginia Tech two years ago # Was No. 3 on Hokie depth 
chart @ As prep, ranked No. 17 prospect in New England by SuperPrep # All-County @ 
Helped team to state championship @ Two-way prep tackle. 


Bert KEYS LB 6-1, 266 Greenwood Coffeyville (KS) C. C. 
Two-year junior college starter @ Two-time prep All-Area @ As a senior, had 132 tackles # 
Recorded double-digit tackles in 11 of 12 games # Two-time All-Area in basketball. 


Name / Posmion 
pny KAPP OL 


Wayne MADKIN GB 6-5, 205 Huntsville, AL Johnson 

Ranked No. 75 prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep @ Had 5,500 career passing yards and 
threw for 53 touchdowns # As a senior, threw for 2,005 yards and 18 scores @ As a 
junior, threw for 1,700 yards and 20 touchdowns with only three interceptions @ Three- 
year starter # Member of basketball team. 


Craig MOORE OL 63,315 Immokalee, FL Copiah-Lincoln C. C. 
Ranked No. 11 among state junior college players by Jackson Clarion-ledger # Played 
offensive and defensive line Prep All-State @ All-District @ As a junior, had 67 tackles, 
including 11 tackles for loss, and nine sacks Signed with Miami out of high school. 


Kevin PRENTISS WR 5-9, 150 Vicksburg Hinds C. C. 

Ranked No. 17 junior college player nationally by SuperPrep All-American by J.C. Grid- 
wire @ Rated No. 3 state junior college player by Jackson Clarion-Ledger # Had 46 
catches for 1,089 yards and nine touchdowns last season @ Helped prep team to state 
championship @ As a senior, caught five touchdown passes and averaged 26.8 yards per 
reception. 


Edward SMITH LB 6-1, 220 LaMesa, CA Southwestern C. C. 
Had 81 tackles, three sacks, three caused fumbles, two fumble recoveries and two intercep- 
tions last season @ All-League @ Member of wrestling team. 


Randy THOMAS OL 6-4, 285 East Point, GA Copiah-Lincoln C. C. 
Ranked No. 51 junior college player nationally by SuperPrep # Rated No. 5 state junior 
college player by Jackson Clarion-Ledger # Played tight end in high school # Member of 
basketball team. 


Floyd WOMACK OL 6-4, 332 Cleveland East Side 
Jackson Clarion-Ledger Top 40 list # All-District # County Most Valuable Player Chosen 
for state all-star game. 


Ellis WYMS DL 6-5, 230 Indianola Gentry 
Jackson Clarion-Ledger Top 40 list @ All-State # Chosen for Alabama-Mississippi All-Star 
Game @ As a senior, had 124 tackles and seven sacks @ Played tight end. 
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RESULTS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


SCHEDULE 


(5-6-0, 3-5-0) PASSING Aug. 30 Memphis 
Att Comp Yaros Pct TD Int —————— 
31 Memphis 10 Taite 171 75 1009 439 6 5 Sept. 6 Kentucky 
Wyatt 130 64 830 49.2 7 3 = FS. —= 
23 Louisiana Tech 38 RUSHING Sept. 13 LSU 
= 3 No Yaros Ave lc 1D 
14 South Carolina 10 = = af Ca ee Sept. 27 South Carolina 
19 Georgia 38 | McGee me 66; 0m ASinmene : = 
st Buckhalter 75 in a Oct. 4  atGeorgia 
15 Auburn 49 Greer 5] 249 49 34 3 - 
= RECEIVING Oct. 11 NE Louisiana 
20 LSU 28 No Yaros Avc TD ; = 
Oct. 25 Central Florida 
59 NE Louisiana 0 Woodberry 27 305 11.3 42 2 x 
Grant 22 333° F151 46 5 | N 1 kab 
Isaac 12 172 14.3 4) 1 ‘OV. ar Auburn 
2 Kentucky 24 Jennings nN 157.—«143 33 1 —= = 
17 Alebor \ Nov 18 ot Asbone 
hE Rie (OT) 16 TACKLES: Lacoste 142; Garner 109; Favors 101; Curry 60. Nov. 22 at Arkansas 
mae Ses : INTERCEPTIONS: McGill 4; Brown 2. = 
shell QB Sacks: Favors 12.5; Garner 4. en ‘ 
7 Mississippi 0 Tacktés For Loss: Lacoste 3; Garner 3; Favors 3. Nov. 29 Mississippi 
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The Bulldogs also are solid at fullback, 
with returning starter Nakia Greer backed 
by returnees Dennis McKinley and 
Kenny Williamson. 

Wyatt, who started two games last 
year, went into spring practice as the 
starter and held off the challenge of Rob 
Morgan and Robbie Stillwell. 

“Matt's a lot better today than he was 
last year,” Sherrill said at the end of 
spring drills. “He gets better every day. 
He made some mistakes last year, but 
freshmen are going to make mistakes. 
You have to understand that. He also did 
some very good things.” 

Wyatt spent a good part of the spring 
getting acquainted with the newest (and 
tiniest) Bulldog receiver, 5-8, 150-pound 
junior college transfer Kevin Prentiss. 
Returnees Lamont Woodberry and Lahitia 
Grant held onto their starting jobs through 
the spring, but Prentiss is hot on their 
trails going into two-a-days. 

One of State’s goals in recruiting was 
to sign at least a couple of junior college 
transfers with the speed it takes to stretch 
defenses. Sherrill thinks he got three, in 
Prentiss, James Jones and Kevin Cooper. 
Jones was suspended during the spring, 
however, after pleading guilty to a misde- 
meanor charge of marijuana possession, 
and Cooper won’t arrive until the fall — 
if he becomes eligible. 

Prentiss was there in the spring and 
left a lasting impression. 

Said Amedee: “He’s exactly what we 
were looking for.” 

“He’s going to be a big-time player,” 
Wyatt said of Prentiss. “The kind of guy 
who catches the ball and gets a lot of 
yards afterwards.” 

Prentiss had a way of making the 
Bulldogs better in the spring even when 
he wasn’t gn the field. Woodberry, a 
junior college transfer who started last 
year, felt the heat Prentiss brought in 
the spring. 

“This is my last year here and I'd 
like to come out and make a good impres- 
sion this fall,” said Woodberry, who led 
the Bulldogs last year with 27 catches. 
“He (Prentiss) makes me work harder 
because I know that any mistake I make 
can put me on the bench with Kevin back 
there waiting.” 

Grant, who caught 22 balls last year 
for a team-high five touchdowns, is also 
back, and Matt Butler made a big push in 
the spring. Combine those four with three 
returning tight ends — John Jennings, 
Reginald Kelly and Terrence McCaskey — 
and it’s easy to see why Wyatt was smiling 
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NOSEGUARD ERIC DOTSON IS AN ALL-STAR CANDIDATE WHO IS A DOMINATING 
FORCE ON THE LINE OF SCRIMMAGE. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


when spring drills ended. 

“T really do believe that right now 
we are ahead in the passing game than 
we were at any point last year,” Wyatt 
said. “A lot of things have to go into 
it, but we’re all more experienced in 
this offense.” 

The most inexperienced area on 
offense will be the line, but that’s also 
where the Bulldogs might benefit most 
from transfers. Right tackle Robert Hicks 
is the only returning starter. 

Anthony Kapp, who redshirted last 


year after transferring from Virginia Tech, 
is the starter at left tackle. Returnees Sam 
Baker and Stoney Price are the guards, 
with returnee Eric Allen at center. Juco 
transfers Randy Thomas, Brad Elmore 
and Craig Moore will all challenge for 
starting positions in the fall. 

Don’t expect jucos to make a big 
impact on defense, but coordinator Joe 
Lee Dunn says there are two to really 
watch: linebacker Burt Keyes and defen- 
sive end Ed Smith. Neither went through 
spring drills, though, so Dunn isn’t count- 
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ISSISSIPPINSTAT. 
BULLDOGS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN Pos, Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
53. Bric Allen C hk 65 282 WoterVolley 3. Kenzo Jones WR So 62 190 Coldwater 
“80 Lorenzo Armseod WR So 510 170 Houston, 1X. “62. Roland Jones IB ofr 61 218 Colleevile 
BO ButAshey = QL Sr. 293 Pontotoc 78. Anthony Kopp OL J 64 315. Beachwood, NI 
25 AdewlaBodon «CBr «GO. 174. Mebane, IA 89 Reginald Kelly Tk 65 U8 Aberdeen 
67 SomBoker OL S527) Biminghom, AL 20 RebKright DE So 62 200 End,NI 
4d TreyBekher == WR So. 63197 Germantown, IN 58 Kenneh Knots DE or «63.240. Houston, TK 
“1B EricBrown «DB Sr_—61 201 Santonio, TK 82. Cheser Lewis WR So 59 161 Houston, TK 
23 Mathew Baler WR So. 63196 Botan Rouge, LA 85 TemenceMcCoskey TE So 66 273 Norcross,GA 
33 Tony Buclhaler RB Sr S10. 217 Dede, AL “3 Chowncey McGee OB dr 6-0 186 Colege Prk, GA 
“49 Clorence Colowey DB So 511183 Alonio,GA 2. Keer McGee RB Sr 510 209 Crawford 
“4G ory Compbel DE. sk «62 224-_Tayersil 8 lzell McGil CB Sr 510 152 Rex,GA 
19 RonsomCorey B_sFr_—«&1_—170Morow,GA 39 Dennis McKinley «Bk G2 2B) Oe 
“TAs Eogene inion = CB G0 185 adtson 70. Matt McRoe OL fr 64 304 Abens, GA 
93. Marvin Coley DT ik 65 249 Pahokee, FL 10.1 Comal Mancfon'= (DEO) *So\ 1 63/°°287" Opebba, Al) 
5 Bric Daniel FS 62182 LaGronge, GA ‘74. Poul Mooney QL So 68 310 Cols 
6 AnhonyDerricks CBr G0 179 Forest 10 RobMergon «GB. So. G2 (185. ‘Vicksburg 
98. Eric Dotson NG Se 63 343 Posogoula 17 TimNelson FS So 59 176 Adlnio, GA 
29 Lamon Dumas © & 510 175 Corolhon, GA “57 NolePeoples ss iBOSr««-0 229 Sefer, FL 
30. Conley Ears NG Se 61 257 Buford, GA 12 KevinPrenss WR or 59150 Vidsburg 
"75. Brod Elmore C) end. 3057 Booka KS §9 SloneyPrice OL «G2 283 Winkel, AL 
“52. Michoe! Foir O Fr 64 276 Carolhon 37. Chris Rainey RB So 59 202 Amory 
"Bbu Gregory Fevers) DE» Sri 6310/2281 Alonia, GA 24 Kendall Robern (B_ «So 62185. CohownCiy 
16 Cameron Floyd «WR Sr 6:2 198. Pontotoc 41 Dereck Rush IB Sr 63 215 Philodelphia 
54 EomestGomer BS «63.253. Medort FL 45 BorrinSimpon IB. So. G1 22) Starkvile 
47. orl Grohom DT So &5 257 Alonto, GA 4 KevnShde ———DT«So 6S 208 Penacel A 
“A MahiioGrod WR G1 198 Dora, AL 51 AlonSmih = OL. Sr 63 783 Strkvile 
31 NodaGreer BB. Srv S10 227 Hernando $9: KenwomneSmah. ONG kk 161. 257 lend 
90. James Grier DT Sr 66 320 Mecon,GA 11 Robbie Silivell QB Fr 61186. Wrr, Robbins, GA 
15 Brion Hazelwood = PK sdr-= 6-0. 195. Clinton 91 Rondy Sout “DT Fr A 227 SonAngel, 1K 
84 OmorHenderson CB So 60 185 Bokovile 77 Rondy Thomas OL bk 64 285. EostPoint, GA 
76 RobertHicks OL. Sr 6B 352. Allonto, GA 79 Tron Thomas OL fr 6&3 282. Greenwood 
95. John Hiliord DT So 6&4 256 Houston, TX 42 Jef Walker PK So 60 219 Grenada 
87 GrontHillmon WR Fr 62 200 Lofoyete, A 26 George White FSi 62) 150 Uodson 
59. Poul Hunter 1B So 6&3 227 Memphis, IN 68. Jordon White DE So 61 220 WolerVoley 
36 Robert Isaac RB Sr 5B 166 MeComb 32) Kenny Wikomson ORE «6010205 Seminory 
BI John Jennings TE ok Gd) 235) Toplrsile 1 Lcmont Woodbery WR Sr 61 222 Key Wes, FL 
-22_Jomes Johnson RB «G2 215 Mobile, AL 7 Mott Wyott GB So 65 221  Protvile, AL 
13 dommes Jones WR Jk 62 180 Vidburg 55 EdwordYeoles 1B So. S10. 231 Storkvile 
28 Jeremy Jones WR ir 61 192 Adwile, AL Roster and depth chart subjectto chonge. = 


1997 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Matt Wyatt, So/Rob Morgan, So 


Robert Isaac, Sr/Chris Rainey, So 
FB Nakia Greer, Sr/Dennis McKinley, Jr 
FL Lamont Woodberry, Sr/Matthew Butler, So 


LE Gregory Favors, Sr/Kenneth Knotts, Jr 
LT —_ James Grier, Sr/Jamil Graham, So 


Eric Dotson, Sr/Kenwoynee Smith, Jr 
RT Kevin Sluder, So/Marvin Coley, Jr 


Lahitia Grant, , Jt/Jeremy Jones, Jr 
TE Reginald Kelly, Jr/ John Jennings, Jr 


LT Sam Baker, Sr/Anthony Kapp, Jr 


RE Larry Campbell, Jr/Comell Menafee, So 
LB _Dereck Rush, Sr/Barrin Simpson, So 
LB Earnest Garner, Sr/Edward Yeates, So 


LG Burt Ashley, Sr/Michael Fair, Fr CB Izell McGill, Sr/Eugene Clinton, Fr 
C Eric Allen, Jr/Brad Elmore, Jr CB — Adesola Badon, Jr/Kendall Roberson, So. 
RG Stoney Price, Jr/Randy Thomas, Jr SS__Eric Brown, Sr/Kenzaki Jones, So 


RT Robert Hicks, Sr/Allan Smith, Sr 


Brian Hazelwood, Ir/Jeff Walker, So 
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FS Tim Nelson, So/Eric Daniel, Jr 
P Jeff Walker, So 


SPRING UPDATE 


f James Johnson can stay healthy, look 

for he and Keffer McGee to give State 

one of the top one-two tailback 
punches in the SEC. 

Johnson, a transfer from East Missis- 
sippi Community College, enrolled in Jan- 
uary and went through spring practice. 
The problem was he missed several days 
because of nagging leg injuries. Then he 
missed the Maroon-White spring game 
because of a sprained ankle he suffered 
when he slipped while leaving the dressing 
room leading to Scott Field. 

When Johnson wasn't on the side- 
lines, the Bulldog coaches saw enough of 
the 235-pounder to know he has the tools 
to be a big-time SEC back — provided he 
stays out of the training room. 

Johnson played only eight games in 
junior college last season because of 
injuries. His juco coach, former Mississippi 
State player and assistant coach Tom 
Goode, says Johnson compares favorably 
to Antowain Smith, another former 
EMCC player who was a first-round NFL 
draft pick this spring out of the University 
of Houston. 

Johnson wasn’t the only player who 
missed some of spring because of injuries. 
Backup WR Jeremy Jones (knee) had 
surgery and is questionable for the fall ... 
Backup LB Edward Yeates, already sched- 
uled to undergo shoulder surgery in the 
off-season, suffered a torn knee ligament 
in the spring game and was scheduled for 
knee surgery, as well. His status for the fall 
is questionable ... DE Greg Favors suf- 
fered a broken bone in his hand and 
missed the final two weeks of spring. He 
should be OK by the fall. 

¢ A big move was made at DT by 
John Hilliard, who was redshirted last year 
but goes into the fall pushing James Grier 
for a starting spot. “The biggest surprise 
was the way John Hilliard stepped up,” 
said defensive line coach John Hendrick. 
“He’s starting to be what we expected him 
to be when we recruited him.” 

¢ This was State’s second spring 
under offensive coordinator Lynn 
Amedee, but it was a first for the rest of 
the offensive staff. Glenn Davis (running 
backs), Craig Stump (wide receivers), Jerry 
Freemin (centers and guards), and Bob 
Boyd (tackles and tight ends) are all new to 
coach Jackie Sherrill’s staff. 

— Rusty Hampton 
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GREG FAVORS UNDERSTANDS WHAT 
QUARTERBACKS WANT TO DO BECAUSE 
HE WAS ONCE ONE HIMSELF. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


ing on them. 

What he is counting on might come 
as a surprise to fans who watched them 
get burned often last year. “I still say the 
strength of this defense is going to be the 
secondary,” Dunn said when spring prac- 
tice was over. “That is the one area we've 
really got some depth.” 

Cornerback Izell McGill and strong 
safety Eric Brown are proven players. 
Former walk-on Adesola Badon earned 
a starting spot at the other corner during 
the second half of last season, and free 
safety Tim Nelson was so impressive last 
year as a freshman that Dunn moved 
last year’s starter, Kendall Roberson, to 
cornerback, where he was a backup in 
the spring. 

“They've got the experience now,” 
Dunn said of his starters in the secondary. 
“They've played in games. They know 
what they can do and understand what we 
want them to do a whole lot more than 
what we were doing last year. You can’t 
put a price tag on the experience they 
gained back there. We've got a lot of guys 
we feel confidence in right now, and we 
were shaky last year.” 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 


Favors Is State’s Sack Man 


’e signed with Mississippi State 
H as a quarterback, but Greg 

Favors has never played the 
position for the Bulldogs. 

Instead, Favors has become a star 
because of his ability to tackle quarter- 
backs. Favors, a senior defensive end, has 
developed into one of the top pass rush- 
ers in the Southeastern Conference and 
this year will be counted on to lead the 
Bulldog defense. He had a solid season 

,last year as the rush end in Joe Lee 
Dunn’s pressure-oriented defense, capped 
by a 5'/~sack performance in the season- 
ending 17-0 victory at Ole Miss. 

Now he and Dunn, State’s second- 
year defensive coordinator, are looking 
for much more in 1997. 

“We’re counting on him pretty heav- 
ily,” said Dunn of Favors. “He’s the guy 
we're looking at to be the leader of the 
defense. We’ve put that label on him, 
now whether he’s going to handle it 
remains to be seen.” 


If last year’s numbers are any indica- 


tion, watch out. Favors was third on the 


While the secondary looks improved, 
the star of the defense probably will be 
rush end Greg Favors, who capped last 
year with an incredible 5 '/2-sack perfor- 
mance in the season-ending victory at Ole 


Sherrill doesn’t 
like predictions. 
Sometimes they lead 
to expectations. 


“And sometimes 
expectations can be 


misconstrued,” 
he said. 


Miss. Other returning starters Sherrill and 
Dunn are high on include noseguard Eric 
Dotson, linebacker Earnest Garner and 
tackle James Grier, who missed most of 
last year with a knee injury but was full 
speed in the spring. 

“We've still gotta develop some 
depth, but we’ve got a lot of experienced 
players,” Dunn said. “That’s a big factor. 


team in tackles with 101, registered a 
team-high 12 '/2 sacks and was credited 
by the coaches with a staggering 25 
quarterback pressures. No other Bulldog 
had more than nine pressures. 

Favors seldom lines up in the same 
place for consecutive plays. “Mostly to 
confuse the quarterback and disrupt the 
offense,” Favors said. 

Favors understands what quarter- 
backs want to do because he was once 
one himself. He threw for 1,705 yards 
and 14 touchdowns his senior season at 
Atlanta Southside High School, where 
he also played safety and was a star bas- 
ketball player, averaging 24 points a 
game as a senior. 

Coach Jackie Sherrill promised him 
a shot at quarterback when he signed 
with State, but it didn’t take Favors long 
to realize his future was in making 
sacks, not avoiding them. 

“I saw I could play faster on 
defense,” Favors said. “Plus, I always 
enjoyed defense because I like to hit 
people.” Q 


We’re way ahead of the game right now 
from where we were last year.” 

If there’s one area where the Bull- 
dogs aren't as good going into the fall as 
they were last year, it’s punter. Andy 
Russ, who finished third nationally with a 
46.5-yard average, is gone. Jeff Walker is 
the heir apparent for the position, but 
Sherrill said Walker is being pushed by 
walk-on Joel Carpenter. “Jeff goes up 
and down,” Sherrill said. “He has the 
strongest leg of any kicker I’ve been 
around, and I’ve been around a lot of 
them. But he’s extremely inconsistent.” 

Brian Hazelwood returns as the 
placekicker. Look for Prentiss to run back 
kickoffs and share the punt return duties 
with Isaac. 

Sherrill doesn’t like predictions. 
Sometimes they lead to expectations. 
“And sometimes expectations can be mis- 
construed,” he said. “But I think our play- 
ers and coaches are more settled and 
more advanced than we were last year, 
which leads to good chemistry. I expect 
them to compete and if they'll compete, 
we have a chance to be successful.” 

— Rusty Hampton 
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OLE MISS 


REBELS 


Rebels Still Short in Numbers, But Long in Hopes 


he sanctions have been lifted, meaning Ole Miss is eligi- 
ble to compete for the Southeastern Conference champi- 
onship and play in a bowl game this fall. 

However, the effects of NCAA probation will continue to 
haunt the Rebels for several more years. 

That’s why when coach Tommy Tuberville talks about the 
1997 season, he speaks not only about overcoming opponents 
like Alabama, Auburn and Tennessee, but also about overcoming 
a lack of experience and low expectations brought on by the 
NCAA penalties levied against the program before Tuberville was 
hired three years ago. 

“I feel better about things,” said Tuberville. “We're further 
ahead right now than at any time since I’ve been here. We made 
some progress during probation, which is hard to do, and that’s 
helped us recruit a bit. We ended up .500 when everybody else 
thought we’d win 20 percent of our games, especially playing in 
the toughest conference in the country. In this conference, you 
have to have depth.” 

That is one thing the Rebels won’t have a lot of again this 
year. Of course, they didn’t have much the last two years, either, 
but managed to go 6-5 in 1995 and 5-6 last year. 

Winning like that while shackled by the NCAA made 
Tuberville a hero. With his urging, Rebel fans chipped in the 
money needed to begin expansion of Vaught-Hemingway Sta- 
dium. Meanwhile, athletic director Pete Boone proposed a 10- 
year contract for Tuberville (details of which were yet to be ironed 
out as of press time). 

The Rebels still face a numbers problem this fall — they'll have 
about 65-70 players on scholarship; the NCAA limit is 85 — but with 
a few breaks, things could be better in '97, said Tuberville. 

“I think we can be better,” Tuberville said. “It all depends on 
injuries and it also depends on how everybody else plays against 
us. We have to have some help, but | think we can win seven or 
eight if we execute this offense better.” 


1996: 5-6 overall; 2-6 SEC 
(6th West) 

COACH: Tommy Tuberville — At Ole 
Miss and Overall: 11-11, 2 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 7 Offense, 7 
Defense, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB John Avery, SE 
Grant Heard, QB/WR Robert Reed, 
TE Rufus French, LB Nate Wayne, DE 
Andre Harrison, CB Gary Thigpen 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Break-away 
threat in Avery, experience at line- 
backer and secondary. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Quarterback, 
offensive line, defensive tackle. 

OVERVIEW: Rebel coaches continue to 
work magic with limited numbers 
brought on by NCAA sanctions. A 
winning season isn’t probable, but not 
out of the question. 


The Rebels have a potential All-SEC tailback in John Avery 
— if they can give him some running room. “He did excellent last 
year with no blocking,” said Tuberville. “We didn’t block anybody 
for him. Our offensive line was very average; it’s going to be bet- 
ter this year.” 

Senior right tackle Boyd Kitchens anchors the line. Matt Luke 
is back at center, Todd Wade is the right guard, and veterans 
Kendrick Hickman and Omar Edwards are on the left side. After 
that, the experience level drops quickly. Offensive coordinator 
Noel Mazzone said he won't hesitate to use a true freshman like 
Terrance Metcalf on the line if he’s needed. 

“I feel there’s some good, young players, but we'll have to 
wait and see right now,” Mazzone said. “I’m concerned about this 
offensive line. Anytime you go into a season with only five or six 
(experienced) guys, there’s a lot of questions that have to be 
answered there.” 

Another area somewhat unsettled going into two-a-days is 
quarterback. Stewart Patridge is currently the No. 1 quarterback 
— with Arkansas transfer Robert Reed hot on his heels. 
Tuberville said if Reed doesn’t unseat Patridge, you won't see 
him standing on the sidelines wearing a baseball cap and carrying 
a clipboard. 

“He’s too valuable,” Tuberville said of Reed. “He’s one of the 
top players on the team. If he’s not at quarterback, he'll be one 
of our slotbacks.” 

Patridge is a more accurate passer, but Tuberville likes the 
double-threat appeal of Reed, whom he compared to Auburn QB 
Dameyune Craig. 

“You have to defend the quarterback when he (Reed) is in the 
game,” Tuberville said. “Stewart is a drop-back guy who is not 
going to run it.” 

Whoever plays QB will have a group of young, talented 
receivers to throw to. Highly touted Rufus French takes over at 
tight end after serving as Kris Mangum’s understudy last season. 

Last year, Mangum often stayed in to 
block. This year, by going with more of a 
two-back formation that puts Eli Anding in 
the game as a blocking back, Mazzone 
hopes to spring French open often. “I'd like 
our tight end to catch 50 or 60 balls a 
year,” Mazzone said. 

Andre Rone gives the Rebels speed at 
wide receiver. Grant Heard (6-3, 190) and 
Cory Peterson (6-2, 185) give them size. 


NATE WAYNE, A 6-FOOT SENIOR MIDDLE 
LINEBACKER, WILL WEAR NO. 38 THIS 
SEASON AS THE WINNER OF THE 
CHUCKY MULLINS COURAGE AWARD. 
PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 
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HicH Scuoot / Cource 


Nane / Posmion SWE HOMETOWN 


Alishma ALEXANDER RB 6-1, 220 Roosevelt, NY Nassau CC | 
Originally signed with Rebels in 1995 @ Rushed for 955 yards and scored 10 touchdowns last season for 
nation’s second-ranked junior college team Ran for over 500 yards in 1995 @ Prep All-City @ As a senior, 
ran for 1,205 yards after gaining 933 yards as o junior # Three-year letterman. 


Jamie ARMSTRONG WR 6-1, 180 Plantersville Shannen 
All-State @ Helped feam to state tile @ Ranked No. 4 recruit in Mississippi by Daily Journal @ As a senior, 
cought 66 passes for 1,254 yards and 16 touchdowns @ Had 138 career receptions for 2,534 yards and 25 
scores @ Earned three letters each in football, basketball and track @ Student body president. 


Brent BARRY OL 6-5, 260 Waynesboro 
All-District @ All-Area @ Honorable mention All-State @ Three-year letterman @ Clarion-Ledger Top 40 list 


Bryant CHERRY LB 60, 211 Jackson, TN Central-Merry 

USA Today honorable mention All-American @ All-State  All-West Tennessee @ As a senior, had 86 solo 
tackles and 41 assists @ Had three sacks and one recovered fumble @ Rushed for 1,450 yards and 15 touch- 
downs @ Had over 2,500 career rushing yards and over 300 tackles @ Four-year letterman. 


Justin COLEMAN DB 5-10, 170 Columbus, GA Carver 
Honorable mention All-State @ As a senior, caught 36 passes for 600 yards and ran for 250 yards on just 13 
carries @ Scored nine touchdowns in 1996 @ Had 64 career catches for 827 yards @ Four-year letterman, 


Allen COPELAND RB 5-11, 180 Pontotoc Pontotoc 

Clarion-Ledger Top 40 list @ All-Area @ Honorable mention All-State # As a senior, ran for 1,490 yards and 
19 touchdowns @ Averaged 10.6 yards per carry @ Had career marks of 4,086 rushing yards and 55 scores 
Had 386 career receiving yards and six marhoe caiches Four-year track letterman. 


Anderson DORTILUS DL 6-4, 273 Elizabeth, NJ Elizabeth | 
Third team All-State All-Conference @ As a senior, had 62 solo tackles, 34 assists, seven sacks, three recov- 
ered fumbles and four caused fumbles @ Two-year letterman in football and track. 


Robert GATES DL. 62, 236 Decatur, GA Holmes CC 
Junior college All-State and All-Region @ Had 67 tackles, including 36 solo, last season @ Prep honorable | 
mention All-State @ Had five sacks as a senior. | 


Wayne County 


Joe GUNN RB 510,188 Amory Valley Forge Miltary | 
Played one season at Valley Forge Prep Player of the Year for Mississippi as a senior in 1995 @ National 
Recruiting Advisor All-Southeast # Three-time All-Area @ Averaged 10.8 yards per carry and scored 28 rush- 
ing touchdowns as a senior, 


Mike HAMILTON OL 61, 265 es fie 
All-State  All-Area @ All-District @ Team Most Valuable Player and co-captain Three-year letterman. | 
Joke HILL QB 61,169 Tupelo Tupelo 

Completed 80 of 165%passes for 1,300 yards and 18 scores as a senior @ Rushed for 296 yards and three 
touchdowns @ Earned ne baseball letters and two in basketball 

Matt KOON TE 6-4, 236 New Albany W. P. Doniel 


M 
Second team All-State @ Clarion-Ledger Top 40 list # All-Area # Two-time All-District @ As a senior, caught | 
15 passes for 314 yards and seven touchdowns # Hod 34 career catches for 500 yards # Averaged 11 
points and four assists per game in basketball # Four-year letterman in football. 


Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hick ScHoo / Couece 


Ronte LANGS RB 5-10, 187 Memphis, TN Whitehaven 

All-State @ As a senior, rushed for 1,679 yards on 187 carries @ Had 23 rushing touchdowns and two scor- 
ing pass receptions @ Had four pass interceptions, retuming two for touchdowns @ Retumed 12 punts and 
nine kickoffs for scores during his prep career @ Member of baseball and track team 


61,190 Cleveland East Side 

Ranked No. 93 prospect in et SuperPrep @ All-Stote @ All-District wide receiver and kick retumer @ As a 
senior, hod 40 rushes for 700 yards and eight touchdowns Caught 12 passes for 330 yards and Wwo scores 
@ Hod 12 career special teams touchdowns @ Hod 10 career interceptions Four-year letterman in football. 


Ken LUCAS WR 


Morton 


SuperPrep @ Rated No. 9 player in 
‘A Amecicon @ Asa senior, had 


Dulymus McALLISTER RB 61,190 Morton 

Ranked No. 17 defensive back nationally and No. 31 prospect in Dixie by 
Mississippi by Jackson Clarion-Ledger @ USA Today honorable mention 
2,643 all-purpose yards and 23 scores. 


John McGARVEY OL 6-3, 321 Flowery Branch, GA West Hall 
Two-time All-Stale @ USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Three-time All-Area @ Four-year storter 
Member of golf team @ Threw discus and shot put for track team # Member of basketball team. 


Terrence METCALF OL 6-3, 286 Clarksdale Clarksdale 

Parade All-American Ranked No. 15 offensive lineman nationally by SuperPrep @ Rated No. 7 offensive 
guard nationally by National Recruiting Advisor # PrepStar Dream Team @ As a junior defensive tackle, had 
104 tackles and seven sacks, 


Romaro MILLER QB 6-1, 180 Shannon Shannon 

Parade All-American Ranked No. 4 quarterback nationally by SuperPrep @ Dixie Offensive Player of the 
Year by SuperPrep @ Ranked No. 4 pass-run quarlerbock nationally by National Recruiting Advisor @ Had 
12,315 career total yards, ranking second highest in state history # Completed 567 passes for 9,070 yards 
and 89 touchdowns @ Rushed for 38 career scores @ Led team to state fitle. 


Jomie NICHOLS DL 6-1, 262 Philadelphia Philadelphia 

Second team All-State @ Jackson Clarion Top 40 list # Three-time All-Division # Division Most Valu- 
able Player @ Chosen to play in Mississippi All-Star Game @ Three-year baseball letterman. 

Antionne SCOTT TE 6-2, 228 Memphis, TN Briarcrest 


All-State @ Region Player of the Yeor @ Commercial Appeal Mid-South 100 list @ As a senior, caught 18 
passes for 268 yards and three touchdowns # Had 16 sacks and 107 tackles # Had 171 career tackles and 
23 career sacks @ Three-year letterman in football and basketball. 


Anthony SIMS LB 62,225 Memphis, TN 
Team captain @ As a senior, had 96 tackles and two interceptions returned for scores 
and two touchdowns @ Three-year letterman @ Member of track team. 


Fairl 


ley 
@ Rushed for 250 yards 


LP. SPENCE LB 6-2, 210 
Ranked No, 94 prospect in Dixie by peel ¢ All-State @ All-District @ As a senior, had 113 tackles, 
including 88 solo Gained 1,740 rushing and scored 18 touchdowns @ Averaged 9.5 yards per carry 
and 193.3 yards per game @ Had 5,089 all-purpose career yards. 


Keydrick VINCENT OL 65, 330 Bartow, FL Lake Gibson 

Ranked No. 62 prospect in Florida by SuperPrep @ USA Today honorable mention All-American @ All-State 
| @ Asa senior, had 52 tackles in only four games on defense @ Eamed four letters in football and track. 

| 
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RESULTS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


(5-6-0, 2-6-0) PASSING Aug. 30 Central Florida 
NAME Att Comp Yarps Pct TD Int — - 
38 Idaho State 14 Head Ss -'104._—s172'—=s«=«d‘0s SSB Sept. 6 SMU 
= = — - — | | Patridge 79 +154 876 SI 3 4 —— = 
3] VMI 7 RUSHING Sept. 13 at Auburn 
28 Auburn 45 Nos = SVAaDS ile F ‘ . 
2 fixe Bi area ae eT | Sept. 27. Vanderbilt 
20 Vanderbilt 9 Moore 107 341 3.2 26 7 = —— 
Cannion 49 Ske ae Taeese Tal Oct. 4 at Tennessee 
3 Tennessee 4] Fisher 3 17 57 9 0 | a 
RECEIVING | Oct. 18 at LSU 
QO = Alabama 37 N — 
me Bis | JAME No Yarps  AvG lc 1D 
- : . Oct. 25 Alabama 
38 Arkansas State 21 citer ae AE Z a UIE aah ly = 
: a Mangum 29 264 91 29 2 
ioe WER Ror 13 Heard 21 7 a Nov. 6 Arkansas 
: Rone 20 TLL Ss || = 
7 [Su 39 DEFENSIVE LEADERS NovnIS. -ctTolanes — << 
3] Georgia 27 Tackies: Wayne 115; Kreitz 87; Strickland 78; Heard 69. Nov. 22 Georgia 
- = - — INTERCEPTIONS: Heard 3; Wayne 2. _ <— _- F  e 
QO Mississippi State 17 CB RAE Witico Si lotina ES: Wen. Nov. 29 at Mississippi State 
Tacktes For Loss: Evans 11; Wilson 7; Jones, W. 6. 
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Follow your team across the Southeast this season and you'll find Annie* Cash Machines nearly everywhere 


ei Machina » TORSO: Across seven states. All ready for you to use - whether you're cheering for the visitors or the home team. 


ISSISSIPPI 
REBELS SPRING ROSTER 


No, NAME Pos. Ciass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
34 Matt Allen RB Fr = 5-10 170 Jackson 

7 Bi Anding RB Sr 61215 Etta 

20 John Avery RB Sr «= 510-180 Ashville, NC 
90. Mitch Boker DI So 62 275 Germantown, IN 
91 Gene Bomes DT So 62 245 Homburg, AR 
56 Erik Beeman 1B ie 61195. New Orleans, UA 
53. Bo Bennet DE So 61 236 Corinh 

8] Adam Betis TE So 61225 Sherwood, AR 
98 Foul Bolden DT fr 64 260 Edson) 
62. Michael Boone DT So 64 275 WestHelena, AR 
49 Jeff Boubvell WR Sr S11 185. Marietlo, GA 
12 Stuart Brown WR Sr 510-185 Glasgow, VA 
56 Derrick Burgess DE Fr 63-250 Greenbelt, MD 
94 Aird Cojuste DT Fr & 1-260 Dedray Beach, FL 
33. Tony Connion _ RB Jr 5:10 193 Melbourne, FL. 
1) Poul Carrillo QB So 61 195 Chino, CA 

25 Hunter Caston $$ So 5-10 188 Lovin 

76 Jomes Coughom C Fr S126 Nodwille, TN 
23_Jason Clingan FS So 1-183 Ponloloc 

74 Devon Cobum OL Sr 6-4 280 Noxopoter 

44 Chod Cook 1B fr 60-223 Calhoun Cily 
32. Kevin Cooper ‘PS 511185 Olive Branch 
48 Ben Craddock Pfr 60190 McComb 

37. Frank Cutolo RB fr «= «510173 Boca Raton, FL 
28. Tim Daily RB Fr «= «59-188 Newnan, GA 
45, Tom Davis WR fr 60-180 Batesville 

54 Omar Edwards OL Sr 63 290 Bradenton, FL 
70 Joey Embry OS 65 295 Bruce 

84 Comone Fisher DT So 63 280 Houston, TX 

9 Rubus French TE So 64 243 Amory 

43. Daniel Galloway DE Fr 64 210 Ponloc 
\7 Comey Gex 1B OFr «= 1200 Bay St. Louis 
35 Korey Graham DB ofr «57 (160 Conon 
39 Randall Green PIK Sr 61 210 Tusecloosa, AL 
34 Malka Griffin CB Sr «= «5:9 180 Batesville 

57 Bobby Hale 1B Fr & 1200s, TX 

15 Andre Harrison DE Sr 63 ~— 260 Washinglon, DC _ 
88. Gront Heard WR So 63 190 Chik 
2 Ronnie Heard $5 So 62 195 Chie, 1X 

77 Kendrick Hickman OL Sr 64 310 Louisville 

10 Wolt Hil RB So Stl 1%) Oxdord 

75. Andy Horton OL fr 63 270 Clinton 

9% Walker Hunsicker B fr Gl 232 Oxford 

92. Johnny Jones DE Se 60 220 Botesville 

29. Walker Jones BS 63215 ockson 

% Seth Joyner 1B Jr = 510-187 Nashville, IN 
65 Bobby Kilon CS 51215 Richmond, TX 
36 Reagan King P Fr 63-223 Ackerman 

57° Trenton King OL fr 63 295 Helena, AR 


No. NAME » Css Hr. Wr. HomeTown 
78 Boyd Kitchen OL Sr 6-4 280 NewOrleans, LA 
14 Broc Kretz (Bo Sr 60210 Naperville, IL 
13 Seychontewis FS. Fr_—«Se1)_ 1465. Vicksburg 

19° Ronnie Letson RB So. 5-11 183 Norcross, GA 
21 Steve Lindsey PK Sr 60 170 Hattiesburg 

6 _Jeflipp RB So 2 190 Elaobeth, PA 
50. Mat Luke Cr 62 260 Gulfport 

24 Casey Mocke RB Fr 58 180 Conon 
27 Anthony Mogee ——sdDB_sFr.—=—60 175 Colins 

26 Thomas Nakia Magee CB Sr 5-9 185 _ Franklinton, LA 
26 Terry Mahoney PK Fr = 55160 Panama City, FL 
47 Michael Mitchell PK So 58 175 Shreveport, LA 
$8 Cooper Miles C Fr 5-10 225 Cohmbus 
89 Stephen Miles DT So 61244 Cohmbus 
59 DunconMoore Csr. — SIT 210 Tuscaloosa, AL 
35 JosonNickel RB So. S11 200 _Broombeld, CO 
31 Som Owen CB So 5:9 179 Gullpor 

1 Stewart Patridge QB St 61195 Morgan City 
67 Charlie Peckins OL Fr 6:2 286 Macon 

85 Cory Peterson WR So 62185 Germantown, TN 
31 Locke Philips WR Fr S10 190 Jackson 

8 Robert Reed QB Jr = 61-200 Brandon 

76 Tuan Reyes OL So 6:3 270 Queens,NY 
80 AlRice 1B So 2210 Hatiesburg 

15. Andy Richardson PK Fr 510.180 Olve Branch 

6 Bradley Robinson @ Fr 59 170 Union City, IN 
5 Andre Rone WRIRB Sr 5-10 180 Daytona Beach, FL 
27_Soke Sander 1B fr 5:7 (178 Stallion, CT 

95 Mortis Scot DE Jr 6:2 236 Lovisvll 

4 JefSmih WR So 62185 Hatiesburg 
58 Briton Smith ~ C fr 65 22 Chantly, VA 
45 Reggie Smith DE Fr 61244 Amory 

4 Ammegis Spearman 1B So. 6-2 240_Brxe E 
3 Timothy Strickland FS. So. 5:10 185 Memphis, TN 
42 Marty Stofovie RB Sr S11 215 Tuscaloosa, AL 
90 Douglas Strong DE fr 6:3 248 Jackson 

83 UiToyor WR Fr 57180 Clewishon FL. 
30 Gory Thigpen Bode = 59 170 Cleveland = 
16 Jason Vaughan QB ofr 6-4 195 Cumming, GA 
71 Todd Wade QL So 67 285 Jackson 

37 Quincy Washington DE So. 6-2 205. Pascagoula 

86 Chuck Word TE Fr 83 210 Pascagoula 

38 Nate Wayne B Sr 60 230 Macon 

55 Mot Well 1B Sr S11 205 Orford 

46 AmzieWillioms iB Fr._—6+1__ 210 Philadelphia 
64 G,DevisWikon OL_-—So 58213 Pavis,KY 
47 Trent Wright $8 So 5:11 175 Mobile, AL 

46 Geothey Yoste PK Fr «60191 Conon 
Roster and depth chart subject to change. 7 


QB Stewart Patridge, Sr/Robert Reed, Jr 
TB ~ John Avery, Sr/Tony Cannion, Jr 
FB Ali Anding, Sr/Walt Hill, So 
FLK Cory Peterson, So/Stuart Brown, Sr 
SE Grant Heard, So/Jeft Boutwell, Sr 
TE Rufus French, So/Adam Bettis, Sot 
tT Devon Coburn, Sr/ Kendrick Hickman, Sr 
1G Omar! Edwards, Sr/| Charlie Perkins, Fr ; 
C Matt Luke, Jr/James Caughorn, Fr 
RG Todd Wade, So/Trenton King, Fr 
“RT Boyd Kitchen Sr/Joey Embry, So 
PK Steve Linsey, Sr/Randall Green, Sr 
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LE Johnny Jones, Sr/Derrick Burgess, Fr 


iT Comone Fisher, So/Paul Bolden, Fr 
RT — Michael! Boone, So/Mitch Baker, So 
RE Andre Harrison, Sr/Morris Scott, Jr 


OLB —Broc Kreitz, Sr/Matt Wells, Sr 

MLB Nate Wayne, Sr/Armegis Spearman, So 

OLB , Walker Jones, Sr/ ‘Al Rice, So “7 

‘CB Malikia Griffin, Sr/Bradley Robinson, Fr 
CB Gary Thigpen, Jr/Korey Graham, Fr 


ss Ronnie Heard, So/ Hunter Caston, So 
FS Timothy Strickland, So/Jason Clingan, So 


P —- Randall Green, Sr/Kevin Cooper, Sr 


SPRING UPDATE 


tewart Patridge emerged from a 

close race during the spring as Ole 

Miss’ starting quarterback, but 
there’s no guarantee he'll be the starter in 
the Rebels’ Aug. 30 opener against Cen- 
tral Florida. 

Arkansas transfer Robert Reed is push- 
ing Patridge. Jason Vaughn is behind 
Reed, and highly touted freshman signee 
Romaro Miller will get a long look during 
two-a-days. 

Ole Miss will have a different look 
offensively, depending on who lines up 
behind center. And never was the differ- 
ences between the two leading QB candi- 
dates more evident than in the April 5 
spring game. 

Patridge completed 18 of 33 passes 
for 247 yards and three touchdowns in the 
controlled scrimmage. Reed completed just 
5 of 17 passes, but he ran for 99 yards on 
12 carries. 

“Stewart knows the checks and how to 
read the defense,” coach Tommy 
Tuberville said. “His arm is stronger than 
last year. 

“Robert showed what he does best. He 
can scramble and turn a bad play into a 
good play. But he'll have to be more 
patient in terms of standing in the pocket 
and throwing the football.” 

A bright spot for Reed: He showed no 
signs of the elbow tendinitis that forced him 
to redshirt last season. 

Defensive end Andre Harrison missed 
the final week of spring drills after suffering 
a hyper-extended knee. Harrison is 
expected to be fine when two-a-days begin. 

He’s probably still one of the smallest 
centers in the SEC, but at 6-2, 268 
pounds, Matt Luke is considerably bigger 
than last season. 

Boyd Kitchen sat out the spring while 
rehabilitating a knee injury, but the senior 
is expected to return and start at right 
tackle for the third consecutive year. 

At 6-7, Todd Wade has the height of a 
tackle, but he emerged from spring drills as 
the starting right guard. 

The biggest position change of the 
spring: Eli Anding moved from linebacker 
to H-back, a position he played two years 
ago. Rebel fans won't soon forget the 
blocks he threw in the final game of 1995, 
many of which helped Dou Innocent gain 
a school-record 246 yards in beating 
Mississippi State. 

— Rusty Hampton 


1997 


Mazzone would like to throw it more than run it, 
but the Rebels also plan to take advantage of Avery’s 
talents at tailback. 

Avery was not the full-time starter last year until 
the fourth game. Still, he gained nearly 800 yards. He 
averaged 16 carries a game; he’d like to get 20-25 a 
game this fall. 

The 5-10 Avery said he added 10 pounds of mus- 
cle in the off-season, now weighs 190 but still has his 
quickness and speed. 

Now he needs a stage on which to perform. 

“| showed everybody | do have the capabilities 
of being a big-time player,” said Avery, who trans- 
ferred to Ole Miss last year after two years at North- 
west Mississippi Community College. “But I do have 
to get the ball.” 

That shouldn’t be a problem — as long as he 
stays eligible. 

Tuberville held Avery out of the spring game so he 
could concentrate on his studies. “I’m a little worried 
about him making his grades,” Tuberville said. “I saw 
eight good practices; that’s all I needed to see of him.” 

Tuberville said Avery has to take some hours to be 
eligible, but he expects his star to be in uniform this 
fall — and busy. 

“John’s going to be our workhorse,” Tuberville 
said. “A good running game will help our passing 
game. We haven’t established either the last two 
years. This year we're going to run the football. We'll 
run out of a lot of different formations, but it all starts 
with the offensive line.” 

The line also holds the key on defense. The 
Rebels are solid at end, with returnees Andre Harrison 
and Johnny Jones as the starters and Morris Scott as 
a backup for either side. But they are inexperienced 
and thin at tackle. 

Sophomores Comone Fisher and Michael Boone, 
who both played sparingly last year, are the starters. A 
key could be the play of Tennessee transfer Mitch Baker, 
who might earn a starting spot before the season begins. 

The defensive strength is at linebacker. Starters 
Nate Wayne, Broc Kreitz and Walker Jones return. 
Sophomores Al Rice and Armegis Spearman are right 
behind that trio, giving defensive coordinator Art Kauf- 
man five experienced players for three positions. The 
biggest question is whether the starters can keep Rice 
and Spearman out of the lineup. 

“On paper, those two oughta beat Walker Jones 
and Broc Kreitz out,” Kaufman said after spring prac- 
tice. “But right now they (Jones and Kreitz) are play- 
ing as good as they've played since they've been here 
... feel good about those five players for three posi- 
tions. I'd like to find one more linebacker.” 

Kreitz (6-0, 210) is undersized for a linebacker. 
“He really should be playing defensive back,” said 
Tuberville. When reminded that Kreitz signed with the 


continued on page 206. 


SOPHOMORE ARMEGIS SPEARMAN IS ONE OF 
FIVE EXPERIENCED PLAYERS AT LINEBACKER. 
PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 


GAMECOCKS 


Scott Hopes to Challenge the Big Two 


n his mind’s eye, Brad Scott can still see it all, hear it all, even 

feel it all. The disappointed faces of his South Carolina foot- 

ball players. The voice of athletic director Mike McGee, offer- 
ing consolation. And the disappointment. 

The first Saturday of October 1996, South Carolina's third- 
year coach stood near his team’s locker room at Auburn’s Jor- 
dan-Hare Stadium and wondered what you had to do to win a 
game in the Southeastern Conference. For two straight week- 
ends, his Gamecocks had done everything he asked of them. 
Played hard. Played well. Played nose-to-nose with some of the 
SEC’s best. Everything. 

Everything but come out ahead. 

It was a reality that even months later, long after USC’s 6-5 
season was done, Scott found himself struggling with. “You sat 
there and thought, ‘Boy, a couple of plays, we could've been 
8-3,"” he says. In a bowl game. A team on the rise in the brutally- 
tough SEC. 

In fact, that is exactly what South Carolina fans see when 
they look at the Gamecocks this fall. A team that could’ve, 
should've done more. A team that could and should win enough 
games to go bowling this season. 

Last year, Scott and USC were that close. Five SEC teams 
went to bowls; the Gamecocks were No. 6. The margin of 
exclusion? That loss to Auburn, which wound up in the Indepen- 
dence Bowl. 

“The question now is, can you win the Mississippi State and 
Auburn games?” Scott says. “Anything less, people are going to 
be disappointed. We've got to improve on last year.” 

For Scott, the difference between what 
his team can become, and what it was last 
fall, also came down to the Auburn game. 

The week before had been hard to 
take, too. The Gamecocks, playing at 
home, had piled up 426 yards on Missis- 
sippi State while giving up just 251. Their 
previously struggling defense stuffed the 
Bulldogs consistently. But two Anthony 
Wright interceptions — one setting up a 


1996: 6-5 overall, 4-4 SEC (3rd East) 
COACH: Brad Scott — At USC and 
overall: 17-16-1, three years 
RETURNING STARTERS: 17; 7 Offense, 
| 8 Defense, Kicker, Punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Anthony 


the Tigers 387 yards to 228, held Auburn to 71 yards rushing, 
ran 78 plays to 46 for the home team, held a nearly 13-minute 
edge in time of possession. Yet they led by only 24-21, thanks to 
a 79-yard punt return and a 51-yard bomb by Auburn. 

Then, with 4:57 to play, Wright suffered USC’s only turnover 
of the day, fumbling on his own 16-yard line. Auburn scored with 
3:30 left, and won. 

Mistakes killed USC two weeks in a row. No surprise, really. 
Take a young, first-year starter at quarterback in a potentially 
high-powered offense. Add a defense rebounding from a horrible, 
humiliating 1995. What you got was the Gamecocks, whose best 
efforts often seemed foiled by their own errors. 

Now in 1997, South Carolina heads into its sixth season in 
the SEC with its greatest ambitions ever. “This is the SEC, but we 
believe we'll be very competitive,” Scott says. “We should be 
improved, and I think we will be. 

“Now, we need to pull off some big wins.” 

He knows where to start, too. 

For all the disappointment of Mississippi State and Auburn, 
Scott's sights are set higher, on SEC East powers Florida and 
Tennessee. USC is 10-13-1 against the SEC in Scott's three sea- 
sons; he’s 0-6 against the Big Two. 

And, really, it hasn’t been close. Florida has beaten the 
Gamecocks by 31, 56 and 27 points. Tennessee’s margins are 
less, but enough: nine, 35 and 17 points. 

“We've got to find a way to beat Florida and Tennessee,” 
Scott says. “I see us gaining ground on this league. We've played 
both well. If we catch one on a bad day, we could do something.” 


GAMECOCKS At A GLANCE 


SEC rushing leader Duce Staley, 
USC’s running backs are mostly young 
and largely unproven. Depth on the 
offensive line and in the linebackers 
corps is also a concern. 


OVERVIEW: The Gamecocks were one 


MSU touchdown pass, the other returned 
28 yards for a touchdown — negated all 
the good. USC lost, 14-10. 
That was bad. This was worse. 
Before 84,107 stunned Auburn fans, 
the underdog Gamecocks controlled the 
game'’s first 55 minutes. They outgained 


DARREN HAMBRICK WAS SECOND-TEAM 
ALL-SEC LAST SEASON AND WAS FIFTH ON 
THE TEAM WITH 83 TACKLES. 

PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


Wright, WR Zola Davis, RB Troy Ham- 


brick, OT Jamar Nesbit, LB Darren 
Hambrick, LB Shane Burnham, DT 
John Abraham, SS Ben Washington 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Wright is a 
proven quarterback operating behind 
a veteran offensive line, while Darren 
Hambrick is the heart and soul of an 
improved, tougher defense. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: With the loss of 


win away from a bowl trip last year, 
and beating archrival Clemson in the 
season finale means expectations are 
the highest since Scott took over in 
1994. If Troy Hambrick delivers at tail- 
back, this team could live up to those 
expectations, though Florida and Ten- 
nessee remain almost insurmountable 
roadblocks atop the SEC East. 
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Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hic ScHoot / Couece Name / Position Size HOMETOWN os ScHoot / Coulee 
Duane BRISBON D8 5-11, 165 Holly Hill Holly Hill Roberts Terry JOHNSON B 61, 195 Sarasota, FL iverview 
Ranked No. 21 prospect in South Carolina by SuperPreo @ As a senior, had 60 tackles and six interceptions. All-State @ As a senior, rushed for 1,686 yards and 28 touchdowns @ Passed fr 8 853 yards @ Sarasota Her- 
ald-Tribune Offensive Player of the Year @ Team record was 40-4 during his prep career, 
Kevin BROOKS DB 5-9, 165 Jacksonville, FL Garden City CC 
Ranked No. 14 junior college player ‘nationally by rary Rated nation's top junior college defensive back Phillip JONES OL 63, 260 Snellville, GA Brookwood 
@ All Stale @ AlkConferencs # Rens 4.45 in 40-yard dosh Ailania Journal-Constitution Top 50 list @ Ranked No. 55 prospect in Dixie by Spates USA Today honor- 
able mention All-American @ All-State All-Conference @ County Offensive Lineman of the Year. 
Sheldon BROWN RB 5-10, 175 Lewisville Lewisvil 
Ranked No. 19 prospect wisieieoihes ly Gaatene ataaclaua teed baler Ryght JORDAN RB 6-0, 192 Edgefield Strom Thurmond 
Rated No, 13 prospect in South Carolina by SuperPrep @ USA Today honorable mention All-American 
Donate UNBON UE pee Folkston, GA Player of he Charlton County 
Ranked No. 65 prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep @ Region Defensive Year: {ssoc MITCHELL RB 510, 175 Colombia Columba 
Ranked No, 22 prospect in South Carolina by SuperPrep @ All: State @ Played only one year of football. 
Adam BUCKLEY DL 6-8, 240 Doylestown, PA Central Bucks West 
Rated No. 31 prospect in Pennsylvania by SuperPrep @ As a senior, had 58 tackles and eight sacks @ Rated Willie OFFORD DB 6-2, 195 Palatka, FL Palatka 
No. 10 defensive lineman in Big East Region by PrepStor @ All League on offense and defense. Ranked No. 54 prospect in Florida by SuperPrep @ Rated No. 12 defensive back prospect in SEC Region by 
PrepStar # Two-time All-State Florida Times-Union Super 24 @ County Player of the Year. 
RokodNe 2 war is SuperPrep ealeok linebacke tists by Melvi lon Dillon 
Ranked No. 25 prospect in New: @ Rated No. 5 r in Big East Region by PrepStar. in PAIGE OL 6-5, 305 Di 
at Ranked No. 16 prospect in South Carolina by Sy @ USA Today honorable mention All-American @ 
Jason COX OL 65,315 Edgefield Strom Thurmond Rated No. 4 offensive line prospect in ACC Region by PrepStar @ All-Stote @ All-Area. 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ SuperPrep All-American, rated No. 14 offensive lineman 
nationally and No. 7 prospect in South Carolina # Ranked No. 5 offensive linemon in ACC Region by PrepStor. | Phil PETTY QB 6-4, 185 Boiling Springs Boiling Springs 
| Ronked No. 13 quarterback prospect nationally by + @ Rated No, 4 acy in ACC Region by 
O’Rondai COX DB 6-0, 170 Decatur, PrepStar # Charlotte Observer Top 25 in South Carolina @ All-State. 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Super 1] Team @ Ranked No. th cciraatitickby SeaPee | 
es PINKNEY DL 6-2, 270 Sumter 
Todd DAVIS OL 6-5, 280 Union Union honorable mention All-American # Chorote C Observer Top 25 in South Carolina @ Ranked No. 4 
Rated No. 12 prospect in South Carolina by SuperPrep @ USA Today honorable mention All-American # nisl ine prospect in ACC Region by PrepStor @ Rated No. 18 player in South Carolina by SuperPrep. 
Ranked No. 9 offensive lineman in ACC Region by PrepStar @ Charlotte Observer Top 25 in South Carolina. | 
Kevin RIVERS OL 6-4, 290 Moncks Comer Berkeley 
Andre GOODMAN WR 6-0, 175 Greenville Eastside Rated No. 2d prospect in South Carolina by SuperPrep @ All-Region @ The Charleston Post Offensive Lineman 
Ranked No. 20 prospect in South Carolina by SuperPrep @ All-State @ All-Region @ As a senior, had 25 recep- of the Year @ Ranked No, 19 offensive line prospect in ACC Region by PrepStar. 
tions for 580 yards and six touchdowns @ Ranked No. 10 wide receiver in ACC Region by PrepStar. 
Brion SCOTT WR 64,190 Dorling Darlington 
T. J. HINES 61,190 Tampa, FL Tampa Catholic SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. Sls vistas wey & Rated No. 2 wide receiver in ACC Region 
Two" eek Stale ond All County # Rated No. 8 in athlete category in SEC Region by PrepStar. by PrepStar @ USA Today South Carolina Player of the Year. 
Kevin HOUSE WR 5-11, 175 Tampa Alonzo SHULER LB 6-4, 245 St. Matthews Calhoun County 
Ranked No. 70 prospect in Florida by: SuperPrep @ Rushed rete 429 yards and nine Srihoey SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. 24 linebacker nationally @ USA Today honorable mention All-American 
@ Rated No. 3 defensive line prospect in ACC Region by PrepStor @ Four-year starter All-State. 
Darion HUTCHERSON LB 6-1, 205 Atlanta, GA Frederick Douglas 
USA Today honorable mention All-American @ Ranked No. 11 linebacker in SEC Region by PrepStar. Carlos SPIKES WR 61,190 Tallahassee, FL North Florida Christian 
Ranked No. 65 prospect in Florida by SuperPrep @ Rated No. 6 wide receiver in SEC Region by PrepStar. 
Marco HUTCHINSON LB 62,215 Rock Hill Northwestem 
Ranked No. 30 linebacker nationally and No. 9 Bi Soc Cer apeie? © Bild Nos Ul John STAMPER L 6-6, 240 Andrews Andrews 
backer in ACC Region by PrepStar @ USA Today mention All-American. SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. 27 defensive lineman nationally # Rated No. 10 prospect in South Car- 
olina by SuperPrep @ Ranked No. 5 tight end in ACC Region by PrepStar # All-Region @ All-Conference. 
Taylor IRVIN OL 6-6, 298 Boiling Springs Boiling Springs 
Ranked No. 15 prospect in South Carolina by SuperPrep + USA Today honorable mention ‘Al American + Preston VINSON L , 260 Goose Creek Copiah-Lincoln JC 
Rated No. 10 offensive line prospect in ACC Region by PrepStar @ All-State. Originally signed with Gooeiee in 1995 @ In his prep career, had over 3,000 rushing yards. a 
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RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


(6-5-0, 4-4-0) PASSING Sept. 6 Central Florida 
ud NAME Att Comp Yarps Pct TD Int = 
33. Central Florida 14 Wright 244 131 «1850 53,7 Sept. 13 at Georgia 
= Barnhardt 17 7 89 41.2 = as 
23 Georgia 14 RusHine _ Sept. 20° at East Carolina 
74 East Carolina 23 YARDS Sept. 27 —_ at Mississippi State 

wt 2 Staley 218 1116 7 

10 “Mississippi State 14 Hambrick 43 281 a3 73 5 Oct. 4 Auburn 
———— Moritz 50 172 3.4 29 =| - 

24 Auburn 28 Williams 42 1704.0 26 0) Oct. 11 Kentucky 
; ; RECEIVING = = 

25 Kentucky 14 FY Te Oct. 18 at Arkansas* 

23 ~~ Arkansas 17 be zs See Od 25 Vondersin 

é Staley 28 253 90 25 0 iat ef 
: | Davis 24 303. «12.6 28 1 

p 27 ~—- Vanderbilt (0) tren SiS | Nov. 1 at Tennessee ; 

14 Tennessee 31 NeEGhE LEADERS | Nov. 15 Florida 

. Tacktes: Freeman 99; Burnham 95; Washington 88. 
25 Florida 52 | | INTERCEPTIONS: Green 3; Freeman 3; Cousin 2. Nov. 22 Clemson 
QB Sacks: Abraham 4; Taylor 3.5; Young 2.5; Caldwell 2.5. ae 
34 Clemson 31 TACKLES For Loss: Maddox 4; Young 4; Hambrick 4; Miller 4. | Little Rock, AR 
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Or maybe, South Carolina can have 
more good days. Days when mistakes 
don’t ruin their best efforts. Mistakes that 
growing experience should help eliminate. 

For the Gamecocks, much of that 
comes back to Wright, who enjoyed a 
solid first season as a starter, completing 
53.7 percent of his passes for 1,850 
yards and eight touchdowns. But like 
many young quarterbacks, he made mis- 
takes. And because USC’s offensive line 
struggled, Wright was sacked 34 
times. 

Both problems have been 
addressed. Wright, always a game- 
film junkie, has spent even more 
off-season hours glued to the 
videotape machine. “(Quarterbacks 
coach) John Reaves says Anthony 
looked at every tape of every game 
and graded himself,” Scott says. 
“And now he’s playing like a guy 
with years of starting experience 
under his belt. 

“Instead of reading coverages, 
he knows where the better play is 
and checks us into that.” As a 
result, Scott says, “we've expanded 
what he does with the offense.” 

It's an offense Scott brought 
with him from Florida State, an 
offense that knew it’s finest 
moments with quarterback Charlie 
Ward at the controls. Wright, 
related to Ward by marriage, is his 
spiritual successor. “His ability’s 
never been in question, but now 
he’s showing confidence and 
poise, too,” Scott says. 

If there is a question, it’s what 
to do if Wright is hurt. Only Victor 
Penn, a redshirt freshman, is listed 
behind Wright. Scott prefers not to 
think about that, but instead what a 
healthy Wright can do. 

“He’s an all-around quarterback,” 
Scott says. “A threat to run, a good 
passer.” And an emerging leader. “Our 
first (spring) meeting, he got up in front of 
the team and said, ‘We’ve got to work 
and do what we can to control our own 
destiny. I don’t want to be home next 
year’” during bowl season. 

Too, this year, Wright will operate 
behind the most veteran line at USC since 
an all-senior outfit led the Gamecocks to a 
10-2 season in 1984. Four of the five are 
seniors: center Paul Beckwith, guards Ed 
Hrubiec and Travis Whitfield and tackle Reg- 
gie Baker, if he solves academic troubles. 

But the best of the bunch is junior 
Jamar Nesbit, a 330-pound All-SEC first- 


team choice last year who mans the vital 
left tackle slot. Scott also recruited one 
of the best group of offensive linemen 

in the nation, and perhaps two will play 
this season. 

“We're not as good yet as we're going 
to be, by no means,” Nesbit says. “This 
year we have an experienced offensive 
line, but freshman backs. We just have to 
put all the pieces together.” 

What may ultimately make Wright 


ANTHONY WRIGHT ENJOYED A SOLID FIRST SEASON 
AS A STARTER, COMPLETING 53.7 PERCENT OF HIS PASSES 


FOR 1,850 YARDS AND EIGHT TOUCHDOWNS. 
PHOTO BY STEVE BEYER 


even more dangerous is the emergence of 
USC’s running game. Last year’s leading 
SEC rusher, Duce Staley, is gone, but 
South Carolina might be even better in 
time because of the talent that returns. 

When Staley was injured at Vanderbilt, 
USC was forced to plug in freshman backs 
Troy Hambrick and Makalani “Boo” 
Williams. By the time Staley returned for 
the season finale at Clemson, both had 
shown game-breaking potential — Williams 
by gaining 110 yards vs. Vandy, Hambrick 
with back-to-back games of 120 yards vs. 
No. 1 Florida and 135 vs. Clemson. 

The tandem’s blend of gifts is tantaliz- 
ing to Scott. “Troy’s got more power than 
Duce and deceiving speed,” the coach 
says. “He ran a 53-yard sweep vs. 

Florida. He’s an instinctive, backyard-type 


ballplayer. He sees the holes well.” 

Williams is the speedster, “though he 
needs to toughen up inside,” Scott says. 
“The talent is there.” 

For all that, senior Scott Moritz 
will likely start early. “He’s maybe the 
quickest of the three, and he’s got tough- 
ness and maturity,” Scott says. The Game- 
cocks also have fullbacks Steve Mixon — 
“the best pair of hands out of the backfield 
since eaient Miami Dolphin) Stanley 
Pritchett,” Scott says — and 240- 
pound blocker Jacob Bush. 

With the Gamecocks rushing for 
more yards than they passed for 
(1,968 to 1,933), the receiving 
corps wound up overshadowed. But 
Scott loves the pass, and he has a 
host of good pass-catchers eager to 
make Wright, and themselves, look 
good. No. 1 on the list is Zola Davis, 
who was outstanding as a freshman, 
but just ordinary in 1996. 

“He thought he had the game 
mastered (after 1995),” Scott says. 
As a result, USC tried to make him 
a designated target, moving him to 
different positions. It didn’t work, 
and now Davis — who lost, then 
won back, his starting job — 
should again become Wright's 
favorite target. 

Others in the mix include 
speedy Kerry Hood — “he looks to 
score,” Scott says — Jermale Kelly, 
Ben Fleming, Calvin Owens and 
former quarterback Jason Pomar. 

But what could really enhance 
USC’s offense — and did often last 
year — is the Gamecocks’ defense. 
A ragtag crew that was a large part 
of 1995's 4-6-1 record, South 
Carolina improved on defense 
from 11th or 12th in most categories 
in the SEC to among the league’s top 
three in those same areas. The Game- 
cocks, 89th nationally in 1995, were 16th 
a year ago. 

Scott says the difference was 
improvements in confidence and team 
speed, but it’s actually simpler than that. 
Outside linebacker Darren Hambrick, 
Troy's older brother and a former Univer- 
sity of Florida starter who sat out 1995 
after transferring, was the major reason 
for USC’s turnaround. 

“He’s the catalyst for the defense, 
maybe the entire team,” Scott says. Ham- 
brick was second-team All-SEC last sea- 
son, was fifth on the team with 83 tackles 
and led USC in fiery on-field speeches 
and motivation. 


1997 


LNDY’s FOOTBALL ANNUAIS 169 


Pos, Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN Wr. Honetown 
O5° lok Abraham DE” SGA 230 Tarmcnsrle 55 SevesoMiler = DE. «S «62 250. Cobmbio 
“5B Corey Akins = WB So, 1 220 Greamile 32 Steve Mixon RB So S11 218 Noth Augwio 
“68. Reggie Boker OL S 65 294 Jocksomile, FL 4 Scot Moritz RB Sr 510 200 _Jocksorwl, FL 
53 PouBecwih «C_—=«s Sr. G3. «275. Pokaha, FL 7) uceNelt =U A. 200. Semeur 
6 SconBecbe = S: S62 207 Grew 80 Denovon Norman WR So 61 185. Enoree 
76 Denkindges OL fr 69 258 CoolSvgl 35 AndeOling DE Fr &1 232. Houston, IX 
"Si Konaliookd DB k 59 160 Jacksonville, FL 54 Anthony Oversreet DE fr 62. 245. Allon, GA 
BSoltomel 6 asf 62) 2 chen he 82 CohinOwens WR Se 511170. North Augusta 
52 ShoneBumhom 1B. Se. 510. 22 Tolchasee, FL 17 Victor Penn GB Fr 60 165. Miomi, FL 
11 Jocob Bush FB So 60 240 Jacko, FL 97) Wp Reningion «DE. Soi 6S: 234 Aiden 
9 Cecil Coldwell DT So. 61255. Newberry 77 Jim Perzok OL fr 63256 Palm Harbor, FL 
48 JodyColdvel ==» Bs = G1 225, Harvie int kates WR So &2 187 VeroBeoch, FL 
‘2 TdoDois = WR ok G1 183 Chorleson 57 EmolRocheser «1B So. 60.245. Miomi Springs, FL 
Si/sea Fiona WR So 5-11. 190. Jocksomvile, FL 47 KerdellShelon ‘TE. So. 63. 247 Woshinglon, DC 
15. Steve Florio PK ke 59 198 MioniSprings,Fl. 70. Androy Speorman OL. «83.293. Greenood 
12. Arturo Freeman DB ot «= & 1-187 Orangeburg 41 Joe Strickland DS Jr 61 260 St. Matthews 
22. Corey Green DB fr 60 140 loke Cy, FL 2A JonricSdlon WR So 59 166 Baton Rouge, LA 
2 Roy Green DB So 63 190. Chavleson 13. Kers Slivon DB Jk 58 160. Woodbine, GA 
18 Doren Hombrick IB Sr 62 214 Locoochee, A 31 Genick Tor iB 5-1 217 Montiall, FL 
19 TroyHombrick -«RB.««So.« «60222 Locoochee, FL 90. Henry Taylor oT $1 290 Bornwell 
23 MowieHendenon 08 ke 510 28 Bln ==‘ enon Thomms’ © OL 63 22. Sovonnah, GA 
26 DovidHermon DB Sr 5:10. 212 HeighsTowm,N) 25 HomerToronce ~=«sDB._sk «1 203. cond, Fl 
9 Kerry Hood WR So 60 195 Alon, GA 16. Joey Unitas @B St 62 190. Baldwin, MD 
“6 EdHniec OL & 61 300. Berin, CI 34 Preson Vinson OE sk «2270. Gocue Cock 
84 _Jermale Kelly WR Fr 6&4 175) Greenville 6 Ben Washington DB Sr 6-0 200 Tollohassee, FL 
92 Ryon Koop BS 60 211 Talchasee, FL GT lene Wehiagcn OL 1S 65 307 Smal 
nt ae ee 7B Travis Whiied OL Sr 64 293 HoneoPoth 
"7 Cowney leit PK So 511 200 Germontown,1N. 7 leo Wiggins «=D. Se «S-11 200 Horta 
Ms Mokive =e G0 250. York 4. Boo Wilions RB So 5-11 200 Blodsheor, GA 
93 Michael Maddox DT St. 4 280 Alani, GA 83 TyronceWilioms WR fr S58 175 Polka 
94 Mat Morsers DE. «So. 4 222 Sorosota, 98 RochodWikon DT.-—sr~— 63.250. Rockledge, FL 
81 TrevonMothevs TE So 62 240 Surmenéle 1 Anthony Wright =—«@B- sk 2 192 Vonceboro, NC 
85. Shah Mays WR Je 510 155° Tolohossee, FL Roster ond depth chart subject to change 


1997 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Anthony Wright, Jr/Victor Penn, Fr 
TB — Scott Moritz, Sr/Troy Hambrick, So 
FB Steve Mixon, So/Jacob Bush, So 

WR Kerry Hood, So/Calvin Owens, Sr 


John Abraham, So/Preston Vinson, Jr 


LT —_ Henry Taylor, Sr/Rachad Wilson, Jr 


RT Michael Maddox, Sr/Cecil Caldwell, So. 
RE Selvesta Miller, Sr/Matt Marsters, So 


Zola Davis, Jr/Jermale Kelly, Fr 

TE Jason Lawson, Sr/Andray Spearman, Jr 

LT Jamar Nesbit, Jr/Jim Pietrzak, Fr 

LG Travis Whitfield, Sr/Jesse Washington, Sr 
"G Paul Beckwith, Sr/Scott Browne, Fr : = 


Corey Atkins, So/Errol Rochester, So 


ILB Shane Burnham, Sr/Mark Love, Sr 


Ow 


Darren Hambrick, Sr/Jody Caldwell, ee 


cB Homer Torrance, Jr/ Keris Sullivan, Jr 


CB Lee Wiggins, Sr/Kevin Brooks, Jr 


RG Ed Hrubiec, Sr/Derek Bridges, Fr 
_RT Jason Thomas, So/Andray Spearman, Jr 
PK Courtney Leavitt, So/Steve Florio, Jr 


“SS 


Ben Washington, Sr/Maurice Henderson, Jr 


FS Arturo Freeman, Jr/Ray Green, So 


P Courtney Leavitt, So/Steve Florio, Jr 
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SPRING UPDATE 


nthony Wright is South Carolina’s 

No. 1 quarterback. In coach Brad 

Scott's system, that means that for 
about 99 percent of the plays, Wright will 
be the guy under center for the Game- 
cocks. So what does that mean for USC's 
backup quarterback? 

This year, it means a new one. 

When Wright beat out fellow redshirt 
sophomore Chad Barnhardt last season, 
Barmhardt became unhappy with the lack 
of playing time, and in December he trans- 
ferred to South Florida. Now USC’s “Mr. 
Clipboard” is Victor Penn, a redshirt fresh- 
man from Miami who made the leap from 
scout team to No. 2 during spring drills. 

¢ Wide receiver Zola Davis won back 
his starting job this spring, which means 
quarterback Anthony Wright again will be 
tossing passes to his roommate. Davis was 
a star as a freshman with 58 catches for 
911 yards and nine touchdowns, but suf- 
fered a “sophomore slump” with 24 
catches, 303 yards and one TD, in part 
because an improved running game cut 
down USC's passes. 

“We also moved him around a lot (last 
season) and I'm not sure we helped Zola 
by doing that,” USC coach Brad Scott 
said. Davis struggled to learn several posi- 
tions, so this fall, he’ll play the “X” posi- 
tion exclusively. 

¢ Defense, South Carolina’s most 
improved area in 1996, will have four new 
faces, all junior college transfers, on the 
depth chart. Tops among those is starting 
cornerback Homer Torrance, a transfer 
from Itawamba, Miss., JC, whom Scott 
calls one of USC’s most physical defensive 
backs at 6-1 and 205. 

Others set for backup roles are defen- 
sive end Preston Vinson (Copiah-Lincoln, 
Miss., JC), defensive tackle Rachad Wilson 
(NE Mississippi JC) and cornerback Kevin 
Brooks (Garden City CC). 

¢ A year ago, Corey Atkins was so rat- 
tled about playing Georgia on ESPN, he 
forgot his defensive signals. 

Now the 6-3, 220-pounder is slated 
as a starter at linebacker. With 4.5 40- 
yard dash speed and a hitter’s reputation, 
no wonder. 

He'll replace departed senior Benji 
Young at an outside linebacker spot. “The 
light has come on. He understands the 
defense now,” Scott says. 

— Bob Gillespie 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 


Nesbit Thinks He Can Make a Difference 


‘amar Nesbit thinks about things. 
J He thinks about the normal things 

football players think about, like 
blocking assignments and formations. 
He thinks about things other college stu- 
dents think about, like class assignments 
and professors. 

Then there are the things that, you 
suspect, only Nesbit ponders. 

Like children who have trouble read- 
ing, and what he can do to help. Or how 
football fits into the makeup of who he 
wants to be and the mark he wants to 
leave on the world. 

And — this, he says, only occurs to 
him occasionally — what life would be 
like if he wasn’t 6-4 and 330 pounds. 

‘T've thought, what if I wasn’t this 
big?” South Carolina’s All-SEC offensive 
tackle says. “Now I’m ‘Jamar the football 
player.’ But if I wasn’t, I’d have to do 
something else to break from the crowd. 

What Nesbit has accomplished in 
just two seasons is considerable: SEC 
All-Freshman his first year, first-team 


“He has fun playing football,” Scott 
says. “He'll run across the field to hug a 
guy. He'll cut a flip when he’s excited. And | 
don’t give near the pregame talk he does.” 

For the salt to Hambrick’s pepper, 
USC has inside linebacker Shane Burn- 
ham, son of Gamecocks’ defensive coordi- 
nator Wally Burnham and the 
stereotypical “coach on the field.” 

Says Scott of the 5-11, 221-pounder, 
“He’s one of the smartest defensive play- 
ers I've ever seen. He knows everyone 
else’s job and keeps them in the right 
position. Everyone believes in No. 52.” 

Hambrick, Burnham and sophomore 
Corey Atkins — who Wally Burnham says 
reminds him of former Florida State All- 
American and current NFL linebacker 
Derrick Brooks — will operate behind a 
front four that’s “as close to an SEC look 
as we've had,” Scott says. To tackles 
Henry Taylor (6-1, 290) and Michael 
Maddox (6-4, 280) and end Selvesta 
Miller (6-2, 250) returning, USC adds 6-4, 
234-pound end John Abraham, a backup 
a year ago. 

But perhaps the biggest increase in 
talent is in the secondary, where the 
Gamecocks had plenty to begin with. 


all-conference the second. And that’s 
just in football, which is only a small 
portion of who Jamar Nesbit is. 

The Summerville, S.C., resident is 
also an academics superstar, maintaining 
honor roll status in business administra- 
tion. And last fall, he was named to the 
College Football Association’s national 
Good Works Team, recognizing his 
involvement in mentoring school kids, 
collecting food for the poor and raising 
money to rebuild burned churches. 

Where he goes from here, South 
Carolina coach Brad Scott says, is up to 
Nesbit. With his size, agility and speed, 
he’s already projected as a sure bet for 
the NFL. 

“I'd be dumb not to look at it 
(NFL),” he says. “But right now, I’m 
focused more on getting there. I want 
to be remembered as someone who 
made a difference.” 

That’s something Nesbit thinks 
about a lot. 

dust like he does everything else. Q 


JAMAR NESBIT WAS NAMED TO 
THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION’S 
NATIONAL GOOD WORKS TEAM, 
RECOGNIZING HIS INVOLVEMENT IN 
MENTORING SCHOOL KIDS, COLLECTING 
FOOD FOR THE POOR AND RAISING MONEY 
TO REBUILD BURNED CHURCHES. 

PHOTO BY BOB ROSATO 


Strong safety Ben Washington and free 
safety Arturo Freeman, a second-team All- 
SEC player, will have more freedom to 
roam and attack this year, because USC is 
much better at cornerback. 


The Gamecocks 
under Scott are still an 
unproven quantity in 
the SEC. Two of the 
past three years they 


were able to compete 

with the SEC’s lower 

and middle tiers. The 

next step, Scott says, 
is to challenge. 


Lee Wiggins, USC’s record holder 
with seven blocked kicks, returns at one 
corner, while Scott says junior college 
transfer Homer Torrance is “one of the 
biggest cornerbacks I’ve ever had” at 6-1 
and 205. Junior Keris Sullivan played a 
lot last year, and another JC transfer, 
Kevin Brooks, is small (5-9, 175), but a 
terror of a hitter. 


And then there’s kicker/punter Court- 
ney Leavitt, who perhaps best personifies 
the Gamecocks’ on-again, off-again show- 
ing in 1996. Rated the No. 1 kicker in 
America out of high school, Leavitt strug- 
gled as a freshman. He made All-Fresh- 
man SEC, averaging 37.9 yards a punt 
and making 25-of-27 extra points, but he 
was 4-of-9 on field goals and had a punt 
blocked vs. Florida. 

“But I’ve seen a lot of improvement,” 
Scott says. “Courtney made that adjust- 
ment, and it was tough. But now he’s more 
consistent. He’s more comfortable than he 
was just walking in from high school.” 

Like Leavitt, the Gamecocks under 
Scott are still an unproven quantity in the 
SEC. Two of the past three years they 
were able to compete with the SEC’s 
lower and middle tiers. The next step, 
Scott says, is to challenge the teams 
above them. 

“That's what's left for us to do: beat 
the SEC teams we're not supposed to,” 
Scott says. 

That’s what he sees — and he knows 
the Gamecocks’ fans see — in South Car- 
olina’s future. 

— Bob Gillespie 
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TENNESSEE 


ie 


VOLUNTEERS 


Quiet Vols Want to Walk the Walk, Not Talk First 


ennessee learned a valuable lesson last year: Walk before 

you talk. 

Since the SEC began divisional play in 1992, Tennessee 
has not won an SEC championship. It has not even won an East 
Division championship. 

Yet, the Vols, fresh off a No. 3 ranking, entered the 1996 
season talking national championship. 

“Let's not be afraid to say ‘national champions,’ ” Tennessee 
quarterback Peyton Manning said before last season. 

You didn’t hear that talk coming out of Tennessee’s camp 
during this past off-season. Maybe trailing Florida 35-0 after 20 
minutes or losing to 25-point underdog Memphis last year had a 
humbling effect on the Vols. 

“You want to be hyped up,” Manning said. “You want to be 
picked No. 1. But after last year, | think the guys got too 
wrapped up into it. 

“This year, we've adopted a policy, ‘you've got to go out 
and kick tail before you can talk.’ That’s really the better way to 
do it. We're going to go out and try to win games and try to beat 
teams badly.” 

Tennessee coach Phillip Fulmer, who has the nation’s No. 2 
winning percentage among Division I-A coaches with at least five 
years of experience, has taken a first-things-first approach. How 
can you talk about taking the national title if you're not even the 
Beast of the East? 

“We have business to take care of first in order to improve as 
a football team,” Fulmer said. “We have specific goals at specific 
times of the year. We need to take care of first things first.” 

Yet, with the euphoria in Knoxville over Manning bypassing the 


1996; 10-2 overall; 7-1 SEC (2nd East) 

COACH; Phillip Fulmer — At Tennessee and 
Overall: 43-9-0, 4 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15, 7 Offense, 7 


Defense, Kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Peyton Manning, 


solid secondary. 


WR Marcus Nash, WR Peerless Price, DE 
Leonard Little, CB Terry Fair, LB Al Wilson 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The passing game. The 

Vols averaged a school-record 308.7 pass- 

ing yards per game last season, and that 
figure could increase with Manning throw- 
ing to Nash and a healthy Price — who's 
questionable after an injury in the spring 
game. The SEC’s top-ranked defense last 


year will have a terrific front four and a 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Tennessee had its 
worst offensive line since 1988, averaging 
125.8 rushing yards per game. Five line 
starters return, but two missed all or part of 
spring practice. The Vols have two line- 
backer vacancies to fill. 

OVERVIEW: Manning gives the Vols a chance 
fo win anywhere, even at Florida. The 
offense should be more potent and more 
balanced because the line should be better. 
The defense could be dominant if the line- 
backer spots are adequately filled. 


NFL draft to remain at Tennessee, expectations again are surreal. 

“I hope we'll have a good team,” Manning said. “But I really 
don’t want the fans to think, ‘Manning is back. We're No. 1.’ I’m 
sure Florida would be laughing at us for saying that.” 

Is this the year Tennessee finally gets the last laugh? 

Florida has demoralized Tennessee the past three seasons. 
The Gators led the Vols 35-0 with 10 minutes left in the first half 
last season at Neyland Stadium. Two years ago, the Gators 
outscored Tennessee 48-7 in the final 31 minutes for a 62-37 
victory. Three years ago, Florida won 31-0 in Knoxville. 

And Florida has been practically unbeatable under coach 
Steve Spurrier at Florida Field, the venue for this year’s Ten- 
nessee-Florida contest. But when you have the nation’s best quar- 
terback and the SEC’s No. 1 defense, you have a chance. 

Manning promises to be better than last season, when he 
completed 64 percent of his passes for 3,287 yards and 20 
touchdowns. He is smarter, stronger, more mobile than ever. 

“People don’t understand how good of an athlete he is,” offen- 
sive coordinator David Cutcliffe said. “He’s a powerful athlete.” 

Cutcliffe thinks Manning can improve on his pass completion 
percentage, his long-ball accuracy and throwing on the run. 

“Wouldn't it be nice to see a quarterback complete 70 per- 
cent for a season?” Cutcliffe said. 

That could be an attainable goal. Manning has command of 
Tennessee’s system, a stellar receiving group and a better offen- 
sive line than last year. 

“] feel I've improved every summer with the throwing, the 
lifting, the running,” said Manning, who has bulked up from 
195 as a sophomore to 222, and has increased his bench 
press from 235 to 330. 

Tennessee’s offense ranked second 
to Florida in total yards and scoring last 
year despite losing four offensive linemen 
to the NFL. 

This season, the Vols’ offense should be 
even better. Despite losing the school’s all- 
time leading receiver, Joey Kent, the Vols 
have perhaps the best group of receivers in 
the SEC. The line, which had 15 combined 
career starts entering last season, returns 
seven players with starting experience. 

The question mark is at tailback. The 
Vols searched all spring for a replacement 
for Jay Graham, who gained 2,200 yards 


PEYTON MANNING PROMISES TO BE BETTER 
THAN LAST SEASON, WHEN HE COMPLETED 
64 PERCENT OF HIS PASSES FOR 3,287 
YARDS AND 20 TOUCHDOWNS. 

PHOTO BY BOB ROSATO 
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OLVUNTEERS*REGRUITING 


HicH ScHoot / Couece 
Montgomery Bell Academy 


Nane / Position SIZE a 


Will BARTHOLOMEW B 6-1, 228 
All-State Two-time All-Region Nashville AllMetro tre Player of the Year. 


Ed BUTLER B 6-4, 240 Huntsville, AL Butler 

Ranked No. 20 prospect in Alabama by Huntsville Times @ All-City # As a senior, had 107 tackles, three 
sacks and five interceptions # Honorable mention All-State @ Three-year starter # Member Member of basketball team. 
Cosey COLEMAN OL Southwest DeKalb | 


6-5, 310 Decatur, GA 


ranked No, 3 offensive line prospect nationally # Graded 86 percent on blocking assignments. 


Reggie COLEMAN OL 6-6, 304 Jonesboro, AR 
SuperPrep ranked No. 3 prospect in Arkansas @ Three-year starter @ Two-time All-State. 
Phillip CROSBY B 243 Bessemer City, NC Coffeyville (KS) CC 


Participated in spring drills tes free years eligibility remaining @ PrepStar rated nation’s top 100 
junior college players @ As prep senior, rushed for 1,504 yards and had over 100 tackles as linebacker. 


John FINLAYSON OL 65, 275 Selmer McNairy Central 
Ranked No. 1 offensive lineman in Tennessee by Knoxville News-Sentine! @ Raed No. 10 stale prospec by 
Chattanooga Times @ All-State # Four-year starter. 


Maurice FITZGERALD B 5-11, 178 Nashville Pearl-Cohn 
Rated No. 10 comerback nationally by National Recruiting Advisor @ As a senior, had 111 interceptions and 
blocked a punt @ As quarterback, rushed for over 1,000 yards and passed for 1,000 yards. 


Bobby GRAHAM B 2, 180 Statesville, NC Statesville 
Ranked No. 3 prospect in North Cosina by SuperPrep # Led the state with 10 interceptions. 
Deon GRANT DB 6-3, 190 sta, GA 


Augu: Josey 
USA Today All-American @ Ranked No. 1 safety nationally by National Recruiting Advisor @ Rated No. 9 
defensive ter nationally by The Sporting News @ Ranked No. | prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep . 


Jerrod HAYDEN B 61,215 Louisville, KY Easlem 
Four-year starter @ Finalist for Kentucky Mr. Football @ As a senior, had 163 tackles, four interceptions and 
two recovered fumbles @ Four-lime All-District # As senior fullback, carried 28 times for 190 yards. 


Travis HENRY RB 5-10, 208 Frostproof, FL Frostproof 
Parade All-American @ Ranked No. 11 running back nationally by Notional Recruiting Advisor. 
Andre JAMES B 63,195 Harmony, NC North Iredell 


Ranked No. 5 player in North Carolina by SuperPrep + e Defensive Player of the Year @ As a senior, 
had 154 tackles, seven sacks, Ma tsthe Orde tal hoxteees baka ae Sprinter for track team. 


Austin KEMP L 6-3, 210 Brentwood Brentwood Academy 
Parade All-American @ Ranked No. 8 linebacker nationally by SuperPrep @ Rated No. 7 prospect in Ten- 


USA Today All-American  SuperPrep All-American, ranked No, 8 offensive lineman nationally @ PrepStar | 


nessee by Knoxville News-Sentinel. 


Ganted No. | flbck prospect nonly by SuperPop er No? flbck aon by Nona | 
Ranked No. | prospect national SuperPrep and No.2 nati No Recruit 
Advisor All-State # As a senior, ran for 1,716 yards and 25 touchdowns. al 


261 pass attempts 


HicH ScHoot / Couece 


Size HOMETOWN 


lo LOYD B 6-6, 220 Charlotte, NC Independence 
All-American @ Four-year starter @ Ranked No. 10 prospect in ACC Region by SuperPrep # Had 512 
career tackles @ Four-time team Defensive Most Valuable Player. 


Andre LOTT B 6-0, 185 Memphis Melrose 
Ranked No. 1 prospect in Tennessee by Knoxville News-Sentinel @ As a senior, had 88 tackles with 12 sacks 
cand 10 interceptions @ Had 17 career interceptions and over 250 tackles @ Three-year starter. 


David MARTIN B 6-5, 210 Norfolk, VA Norview 
Rated No. 10 receiver nationally by National Recruiting Advisor @ Ranked No. 9 prospect in Virginia by 
SuperPrep @ All-District @ As a senior, had 35 catches for 690 yards and 11 touchdowns. 


Eric PARKER B 60,1 Joliet, IL 
Participated in spring drills @ Two-time va State @ As a senior, caught 42 ems orbs 842 at and had three 
interceptions Had 13 interceptions as a junior, returning six for 


Chris RAMSEUR RB 6-1, 202 Maiden, aes Lesh 4 
Ranked No. 11 prospect in North Carolina by SuperPrep @ Had 5,970 career rushing yards @ Four-year 
starter on offense aay year storfer as defensive back @ As a senior, had 1,574 rushing yards. 


Name / Position 


Terdell SANDS L 6-6, 280 Chai Howard 
Ranked No. 5 player in Tennessee by Knoxville News-Sentinel @ All-State # Two-time All-City # As a senior, 
had 97 tackles and averaged 1.5 sacks per game Two-way starter, 


Kenny SMITH L 6-6, 265 South Pittsbu ral North Jackson 
Originally signed with Alabama in 1996 @ As prep senior, had 110 tackles, including 52 for loss, and 22 
socks @ Three-year starter @ Three-time All-District # Two-time All-State. 


ies STEPHENS RB bock 5 sal by Cato Reker ‘ 
Ranked No. 19 running back nationally by SuperPrep No. 4 prospect in Tennessee by Knoxville News 
Sentinel @ Three-year, Wwo-way starter @ All-State # As a junior, ran for 2,550 yards and 23 touchdowns. 


6-2, 210 Gai 


Dominique STEVENSON B finey, SC Gaffney 
yas ond 23 touchdowns @ As a junior, ran for | 1,532 yards and 21 


As a senior, ron 222 times for 1,602 
scores @ Two-year starter at comerbac! 


Kevin TAYLOR B 61,175 Memphis 
Rated No. 10 in Tennessee by Knowille News-Sentinel @ As a senior, bad Of Caches fx1/588 yor 
and 20 s @ Helped team to undefeated season and state championship. 


Bumey VEAZEY GB 63,195 Southaven, MS Southern Baptist cs Center 
Jockson Clarion-ledger Top 40 list @ As a senior, passed for 1,624 yards and nine touchdowns and ran for 
1,400 yards and 29 scores @ Led team to state semifinals @ Three-year starter. 


Fred WEARY OL 6-5, 260 Montgomery, AL Robert E. Lee 
Ranked No. 8 prospect in Alabama by Birmingham News @ Rated No. 2 offensive line prospect in Dixie by 
SuperPrep @ Two-time All-State. 


Cedrick WILSON QB 61,175 Memphis Melrose 
Ranked No. 2 peo in Tennessee by Knoxville News-Sentinel @ All-State # As a senior, completed 163 of 
4] touchdowns with only six interceptions @ Three-year starter. 


963 yards 


A LOOK-AT-THE VOLUNTEERS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


RESULTS 


a 10-2-0, 7-1-0) PE RASING SZ = = Aug. 30 Texas Tech 

—— Att Comp Yaros Pct 1D 

62 UNLV 3 Sept. 6 atUCLA 

35 UCLA 20 Sept. 20 at Florida 

29 Florida 35. || Oct. 4 Mississippi 

4] Mississippi 3 Graham 179 797 4.5 ee i. Oct. 11 Georgia ~~ 

= : Levine 43 20 4.7 16 3 

29 Georgia UA Darden 26 ES ae Gch Saar Alabama: 
SRT = | Bryson i8 MAT Se EAL al 

20 Alabama 13 RECEIVING Nov. 1. South Carolina sal 
a3) South cg rol te = Se No Yaros Ave | Nov. 8 — Southern Mississippi 

Kent 68 1080 159 63 7 ee 

he Memphis 2 Nash 53. 688 130 69 +3) | Nov. 15 atArkansas** 

55 Arkansas 14 Price, P. 32 609 19.0 80 3 —— 
- ‘ | |McCullough 24 -352,—=«147SssBSC*«C Nov. 22 at Kentucky 
pee ed Nov 27 Von 

14 _ Vanderbilt ye | Tacktes: Hines 110; Wilson 87; Noel 64; Parker 58. x rw 

Grae Bow InrncePnONs: Fir 4; Austin 4; Goodrich 2; Hines 2 Birmingham, AL a. 
| QB Sacks: Little 8.5; Brown, J. 6.5. ‘eli 
48 Northwestern 28 Tacktes For Loss: Hines 11; Wilson 8; Ratliff 7; Jester 6. Little Rock, AR 


SCHEDULE 
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OUTSIDE LINEBACKER AL WILSON IS THE LEADING RETURNING TACKLER FROM 
THE SEC’S TOP-RANKED DEFENSE. 


PHOTO BY BOB ROSATO 


the last two years combined. Shawn 
Bryson and Mark Levine emerged as 
the top two candidates. Bryson is a 
power back with nice moves; Levine is 
a shifty scatback. 

“We might have tailbacks by commit- 
tee,” Fulmer said. 

Brian Darden, perhaps the most tal- 
ented of the tailbacks, broke a bone in his 
foot and missed the last two weeks of 
spring practice. Derrick Edmonds, con- 
verted from cornerback last season, had a 
mediocre spring. 

Bryson and Levine will have to prove 
themselves again in August against five 
incoming tailbacks, led by 220-pound 
Jamal Lewis, 215-pound Travis Henry 
and 180-pound Travis Stephens. 

Tennessee, which averaged more 
than 200 rushing yards per game four 
times this decade, averaged 125.8 rushing 
yards last season. That prompted Fulmer 


to implement his most physical spring 
practice ever, much of it aimed at tough- 
ening up the offensive line. 

“Last year, we converted about 75 
percent on third-and-2 or less,” said Ful- 
mer. “That’s not nearly good enough. On 
second-and-short, we were poor.” 

Tennessee, a traditional I-formation 
team, experimented with two-back and 
one-back alignments during the spring. 
The only scholarship fullback at spring 
practice was junior college transfer 
Phillip Crosby. 

Center Trey Teague and tackles 
Jarvis Reado and Chad Clifton anchor 
a line that could develop into one of 
the SEC’s best. All five starters return 
from 1996, and two other players have 
starting experience. 

“Last spring, we were really trying to 
reinvent the wheel everytime we broke 
the huddle,” offensive line coach Mark 


Bradley said. “Now, they're working on 
getting better at what they do instead of 
trying to learn what to do.” 

Even with the loss of Graham, the 
Vols might be more productive — or at 
least more consistent — on the ground. 

Receivers Marcus Nash and Peerless 
Price combined for 85 catches for 1,297 
yards last season. 

“] really feel like with Nash and Price, 
I've got the two best in the country com- 
ing back,” Manning said. “Price is the big 
hit this year. He’s the big surprise. And he 
knows it.” 

What is not known is if Price can 
overcome the broken fibula and conse- 
quent ligament damage he suffered in the 
spring game. 

But there’s more than just Nash 
and Price. Jeremaine “Slash” Copeland, 
who has split time as a quarterback / 
receiver/returner, is a full-time receiver. 
Copeland is elusive, has good hands, and, 
at 6-3, is an inviting target. 

Andy McCullough caught 24 passes 
last season. Senior Benjie Shuler, Heath’s 
younger brother, had his best spring. 

And freshman Eric Parker showed consid- 
erable skills. 

“You can’t sit there and say you'll be 
better at receiver when you talk about los- 
ing a Joey Kent,” Cutcliffe said. “But this 
group of receivers has a chance to be 
really balanced.” 

Last season, the Vols averaged a 
school-record 308.7 passing yards per 
game. Cutcliffe would prefer more bal- 
ance, but he also wants to take advantage 
of his offensive talent. 

“You've got to put your best weapons 
on the field,” Cutcliffe said. “If that means 
using four to five receivers in the game at 
the same time, we’re not afraid to do that. 

“The question may be, ‘What do we 
have to do to complement our defense?’ ” 

Maybe nothing. 

Tennessee returns seven starters from 
the SEC’s top-ranked defense, and two of 
them might get beat out. The Vols led the 
league in total defense, scoring defense 
and pass-defense efficiency — and should 
be improved. 

Fulmer has compared defensive end 
Leonard Little’s impact to former Vol All- 
American Reggie White. Little will proba- 
bly be positioned at middle linebacker on 
some running downs this season. 

End Jonathan Brown, who had six 
sacks last season, and tackle Bill Duff are 
dependable starters who must fight to 
keep their jobs. Shaun Ellis, Corey Terry, 
Darwin Walker and Jeff Coleman provide 
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VOLUNTEERS SPRING ROSTER 


\ Pos. Ciass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN No, NAME Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 
29° Mikki Alen DB So 60.175 Murkeesboro 19 Mark Levine RB «541189. Dells, TX 
28 Miles Atherton RB So G0 240 Brandon, MS 1 Leonard ite DE S 63 247 Asheville, NC 
71 Brent Beavers DES 67 233. Tazewell VA “31 Robert Loudermik —«PK««So. 2164. Brentwood 
"26 ShoneBegoud —«sDB.s G1 195 Lahaye, LA 20 Bronlymh PSS 85. Nelle 
64 Billy Baron TE Sr 63 280 River Ridge, A 16 Peyton Manning «GB. St_=«G:S. 222 NewOrleos, LA 
99 Eric Brown 1B oS G1) AN ElnondOK. 5s yen Movin 1B Fr «2 280 Winchester 
S[ainhobom = DEL Ca gun 2s aWeaCKe me | C17 MieaMarin GB So 63 220 Mobile, AL 
“2 Shown Bryson RR © G1 212 Fronkln, NC 88 Andy McCullough WR Sr 63201 -_Dayen, OH 
97 Buck Buxton DT St 65 270. Girord, GA 12 Marcus Nosh WR St 63 190. Tuko,OK 
55 Joh Campbell «DS. «So, 2.250! Krone 78 WillNewman Che vbAin Gy Ned Meath 
53. Toby Champion OL Fr &4 300. Humboldt 9 ToriNod DB Sr 60197 Memphis 
67 ChodCliin = Os So. 6 300. Matin 8 EricPorker =» WR Fr.~«—« 60163. Shorewood, lL 
92 Jef Coleman DE + 64. 242 Galley, SC 9B Aniron Peebles 1B/DE k= 63247 Murheesboro 
& JeremaineCopelond  WR/OB Jr 62210. Hortimon 3 Ronnie Plow RB St «6:0 207 Cobmbia 
90 Gro Corby WR dt 63. 197 Knowle 59 Som Pinner C Sr 63 280. Moris 
21. Philip Crosby RB Ie G1 243._—Bessemer ily, NC 9 Jesh Plemons 8 63 200 Kingson 
8 Brion Dorden RB So 0190 Vicksburg, MS 85. Robert Poole OLS 63 29) Birmingham, AL 
82 Eric Diogu TE So 63 250 Gorknd, 1X 37 Peesless Price WR Jr 60 183 Dayton, OH 
50 Bil Duff DT Sr 63 265 Dekon, NI 40 Bily Ralf DT So 63 275 Mogralia, MS 
3 DemickEdmonds RB. So. 5-10 185 Tampa, FL 72 Janis Reods Obie: 165) 290) Monwo)lAn 
93. Shawn Elis DE) So. 6a 2600 Andenon, SC $8 Sperceiley OL. So. 63. 289 NewMarket 
13 Teny Foi DB «S11 185) Phoeix(AZ «54 Dron Robin. =«OL. e681) 0295" Oldahoma Gy, OK 
48 Jorerny Fizgerckd «=. eS G22. Deyn 5 Croig Sonbord PK S&T 168. Hermitoge 
90. Coty Goines DB Sr 511 185. Baton Rouge, LA 10 Benson Scot RB So 60 193 Knowle 
7A Bemord Gooden. OL Fr. 63° 320. Brodervon) FL 15 Tim Sewell DB ok 51) 178 Cohmbia 
& Mat Goodin DT Jr 60 255. Englewood 81 _Benje Shuler WR Sr &2 195 Brywon Ciy, NC 
% Dwayne Goodrich DB So 60 180 Ooklawn,lL Wr orlacee CS 65. 287 Jock 
83. Tyrone Grohom WR fr 59 160. High Point, NC 22. Corey Tery DE 63260. Worrentn, NC 
55. Ren Green DT dt 6) 275. Severna Pork, MD 46 Raynoch Thompson (B«So. 3.217 New Orleans, LA 
56) Kern Gragary DS So GA 270 Union, $C 36 Michael Troa DB ok 51) 189. Sarasota, FL 
18 Gerald Grifin DB So G1 182 Murkeesboro. 77 Jesh Tucker OL So 64 290 Asheile, NC 
4 Jef Hal PK ok 60182 Winchester 57. Chris West DT So 63. 265 Rumford, ME 
75 Mercedes Hamiton OL ik 63 295  Weynesboro, GA 58 Dorwin Woker DE So 63 281 RowdO, SC 
21 Chris Hogue K/P SG 1188 Memphis 42 Ere Westmorelond = 1B So. 0.210 Jasper 
Gd Nelchmaon==«CSTE:CS 250 Nachle 2 Fred White DB So. 511 185. Grifin,GA 
"35. Shawn Johnson 1B So 62217 Levine, KY 27 AWikon (Bk = 0 226 Jackson 
3A) Steve Johnson Dok, Sli) 175 Pode SogsGA  QitemWnde OB. ifr Gd 200) Lvagen 
79 Brodlompley OL. ~—&S.-285._—_Leviole, KY 76 Gentry Wight DT So 60 275 Memphis 
43 Devidlecveron P/K Fr 64210 Midland, TX ———_—_—Roster and depth chart subjed to change 


1997 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB Peyton Manning, Sr/Tee Martin, So 


TB Shawn Bryson, Jr/ Mark Levine, Ir 
FB Phillip Crosby, Jr/Jeremy Fitzgerald, Jr 


WR Marcus Nash, Sr/Andy McCullough, Sr 


le Leonard Little, Sr/Shaun Ellis, So 

\T Bill Duff, Sr/Billy Ratliff, So 

RT Buck Buxton, Sr/Ron Green, Jr 

RE Jonathan Brown, Sr/Corey Terry, Jr 


WR 2 Peerless Price, Jr/Benjie Shuler, Sr 
TE Eric Diougu, So/Neil Johnson, Fr 
LT — Chad Clifton, So/Josh Tucker, So 


LG iron Robinson, Jr/Spencer Riley, So 


Cc Trey Teague, St/Sam Pinner, Sr 


OLB Al Wilson, Jr/Eric Westmoreland, So 
ILB Shawn Johnson, So/Leonard Little, Sr 
OLB Raynoch Thompson, So/, ‘Ayan Martin, So 
cB Steve Johnson, Jr/Dwayne Goodrich, So 
CB Terry Fair, Sr/Gerald Griffin, So 


RG ~~ Mercedes Hamilton, Jr/Toby Champion, Fr 


RT Robert Poole, Sr/Jarvis Reado, Jr 
PK Jeff Hall, Jr/Chris Hogue, Sr 


FS Cory Gaines, Sr/Gerald Griffin, So 
Ss Tori Noel, Sr/Fred White, So 


~P David Leaverton, Fr/Chris Hogue, Sr 


SPRING UPDATE 


ennessee’s spring practice ended on 

a sour note when wide receiver 

Peerless Price broke his right ankle 
while catching a 42-yard touchdown pass 
from Peyton Manning in the Orange & 
White game April 19. 

Price also tore two ligaments in his 
ankle and could miss this season. Vols 
coach Phillip Fulmer mentioned the possi- 
bility that Price, who will be a junior, 
might redshirt. 

Normal recovery time for a broken 
ankle is nine months, meaning Price 
wouldn’t be healthy until January. Six 
months is considered a quick recovery. 
Tennessee's first game is Aug. 30 against 
Texas Tech. 

Price was wearing a green jersey, 
which means he’s off-limits to contact. A 
walk-on cornerback tried to strip Price of 
the ball after Price crossed the goal line, 
and the two collided. 

Fulmer said wideouts Marcus Nash, 
Jeremaine Copeland, Andy McCullough, 
Benjie Shuler and freshman Eric Parker 
must step up. 

“It’s very difficult to have just one go- 
to guy,” Fulmer said. 

e By the end of the spring game, 15 
Vols were out with injuries. Ten are 
potential starters. 

“It’s the athletic equivalent of Pearl 
Harbor,” UT trainer Mike Rollo said. 

Fulmer said he’s optimistic about 
everyone returning except Price and 
guard Spencer Riley, who had back 
surgery in January. 

“I'd say we'd be extremely fortunate 
if everybody got back 100 percent,” Ful- 
mer said. 

¢ Tori Noel, a starting safety, tore the 
lateral collateral ligament on the outside 
of his right knee the week before spring 
practice and had surgery in March. 

Defensive ends Jonathan Brown 
(stress fracture in right foot) and Shaun 
Ellis (swelling in left knee) had surgery in 
late April. 

¢ Fulmer said the Volunteers did not 
answer concerns at tailback, tight end and 
linebacker. 

“T still don’t see anybody breaking 
that tackle and going the distance, which 
is something we're looking for,” Fulmer 
said of the tailbacks. “We need a running 
back that can hit the home run.” 

— Jimmy Hyams 
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Wish May Come True For Fair 


he branches of Terry Fair’s fam- 
{ ily tree are filled with athletes. 

Older brother Brian started three 
years for Connecticut in basketball. Old- 
est brother Quinton, who some thought 
was better than Brian, was nominated 
for the McDonald’s high school All- 
America team and played junior college 
basketball for two years. 

Uncle Freddie Carr was a star line- 
backer at UTEP and for the Green Bay 
Packers. Cousin Shelby Hill was a Play- 
boy All-America receiver at Syracuse. 

“There are a lot of good athletes in 
our family,” said Fair. 

None better than Fair, however. The 
Tennessee senior from Phoenix, Ariz., is 
one of the top cornerbacks in the SEC. 
He was second in the league in punt 
returns last year. In high school, he made 
all-state in basketball, high jumped 6-8, 
and was a two-way star in football. 

He came to Tennessee wanting to 
play offense. Despite his achievements 
on defense, he may finally get his wish 


quality and depth at end. Billy Ratliffe, 
Ron Green and Buck Buxton are good 
enough to start. 

Ellis, who sat out last season as a par- 
tial qualifier, is 6-4, 280, and runs a 4.6. 
Teammate Tori Noel describes Ellis as “a 
beast.” Terry is a pass-rushing terror. 
Walker is a transfer from North Carolina 
State who could play end or tackle. 

Tennessee should have its most domi- 
nant defensive front since White’s senior 
season in 1983. 

Tennessee won't settle on a line- 
backer rotation until August — if then. 
Outside linebacker Al Wilson is the lead- 
ing returning tackler. Shawn Johnson 
started in the middle during the spring 
because of Little’s knee injury, but he'll be 
a backup if Little is shifted to the middle. 

The other outside linebacker might be 
Raynoch Thompson, a partial qualifier last 
year who ran with the first unit in spring 
drills. He has excellent speed and packs a 
punch, but lacks experience. Eric West- 
moreland, a converted safety, worked 
behind Wilson in the spring, but could 
play in Thompson's spot. 

Tennessee lost Raymond Austin and 
Jason Parker in the secondary. What does 


this season. The Vols may use Fair on a 
limited basis at receiver. 

Fair is explosive with the football. 
He had two 86-yard punt returns last 
season for touchdowns, igniting victories 
over UCLA and Arkansas. He also 
returned a fumble 47 yards for a touch- 
down against UNLV. 

“Terry has natural ability,” Ten- 
nessee coach Phillip Fulmer said. 

“As he’s gained experience, he’s used 
that ability to make plays that can 
impact a game. He could be a really 
quality receiver if he wasn’t playing in 
the secondary.” 

Secondary coach Kevin Ramsey com- 
pares Fair’s footwork and backpedaling 
ability to “making music.” 

“With defensive backs, it’s about 
changing directions, and he can do that 
with a lot of suddenness,” Ramsey said. 
“He’s got great balance. And he’s able 
to finish. He can make the play on the 
ball, whether it’s batting one down or 
reeling one in with the interception.” Q 


that mean? It means the Vols will be faster 
and better at defending passes. 

All-SEC cornerback Terry Fair and 
strong safety Tori Noel provide a solid 
nucleus. Dwayne Goodrich, rated the 


“T hope we'll have a 
good team,” Manning said. 
“But I really don’t want the 


fans to think, ‘Manning is 

back. We’re No. 1.’ ’'m sure 

Florida would be laughing 
at us for saying that.” 


nation’s top high school cornerback in 
1995, had four fumble recoveries and two 
interceptions as a true freshman. Steve 
Johnson, who has track speed, is locked 
in a duel with Goodrich. 

“Dwayne doesn’t mind taking risks,” 
Fulmer said. “It takes some courage to be 
a comer in our system.” 

Senior Cory Gaines, who missed half 
of spring practice with a shoulder separa- 
tion, has the edge over sophomore Gerald 


TERRY FAIR, THE TENNESSEE SENIOR 
FROM PHOENIX, ARIZ., IS ONE OF THE TOP 
CORNERBACKS IN THE SEC. 


PHOTO BY BOB ROSATO 


Griffin at free safety. 

Secondary coach Kevin Ramsey feels 
he’s got more defensive backs with man- 
to-man coverage skills than he’s had in his 
two previous seasons at Tennessee. 
That's a plus when you're trying to con- 
tain Florida’s passing game. 

Moreover, the Vols’ secondary benefit- 
ted by going against the Manning-led offense 
and top-notch receivers during practice. 

The special teams, long a Tennessee 
trademark, are in good hands. Jeff Hall is 
a two-time All-SEC kicker. He is coming 
off back surgery, which should enhance 
his performance. He kicked last season 
with a bulging disk. 

Punter David Leaverton, a first-team 
prep All-American who redshirted last 
year, was impressive in the spring, drilling 
45-yarders with 4.5-second hang time. 

Fair was the SEC’s No. 2 punt 
returner last year. 

Tennessee faces a challenging sched- 
ule. The Vols open against Texas Tech, 
visit UCLA, then play at Florida for what 
could prove to be the East Division title 
game. Tennessee also plays on the road 
against Alabama and Arkansas. 

— Jimmy Hyams 
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af Must Improve If Wins To Follow 


oody Widenhofer, a proven defensive architect for 
most of his career, knows exactly what not to do with 
the Vanderbilt offense. 

Now, it’s a matter of figuring out what to do with a unit that 
has absolutely no way to go but up. 

It doesn’t take an offensive genius to spot the problems 
that have plagued the Commodores on the offensive side of 
the football for nearly a decade, and more significantly the last 
two seasons. 

Widenhofer has had a prime seat observing the struggle from 
across the ball since joining the staff as the defensive coordinator 
in 1995. He formulated his blueprint for the offense by first toss- 
ing out the game plan of his former boss, Rod Dowhower. 

“We've got to do a better job of utilizing the talent we have 
on offense,” said Widenhofer, who was elevated to head coach in 
December after Dowhower was forced out. “I honestly believe 
we've got some good athletes on that side of the ball, but they 
haven't had a chance to show what they can do. It’s been frus- 
trating for them, and one of my main goals is to make football 
fun again for every player on this team.” 

If Vanderbilt has talent on offense, Dowhower did a splendid 
job of hiding it. He tried desperately to force his pro-style passing 
game on a team that simply didn’t have the personnel to pull it 
off — a quarterback who couldn't throw and very few receivers 
who could catch. 

Dowhower’s stubborn determination to airlift the Com- 
modores out of their offensive woes never got off the ground. 
The players who had been recruited for four seasons by former 
coach Gerry DiNardo to run the I-Bone never caught on, and 
Vanderbilt's offense finished dead last in Division I-A last season. 


1996: 2-9 overall; 0-8 SEC (6th East) 


POTENTIAL PROBLEM: The offense. Every 


Widenhofer’s no offensive wizard like many had labeled his 
predecessor. The former Pittsburgh Steelers defensive coordina- 
tor realizes his limitations on that side of the ball and is depending 
on his common sense to launch his attack. 

“I plan to do the things that I have had the most trouble 
defending over the years,” Widenhofer said. “The option, for 
instance, can be tough to stop, so we'll put that back in and 
use it some. There are plenty of other things that have given 
me headaches that | can vividly remember, and that’s where 
we'll start.” 

After receiving the head coaches’ whistle, Widenhofer wasted 
no time elevating former running backs coach Ed Lambert, a 
holdover from Dowhower’s and DiNardo’s staff, to offensive 
coordinator and gave him, along with quarterbacks/receivers 
coach Jeff Rutledge, more decision-making power with the 
offense, something neither had under Dowhower. 

“We've got one of the best coaching staffs in the country — 
on both sides of the ball,” Widenhofer said. “I’m convinced of 
that. These guys just need a chance to show what they can do.” 

Widenhofer, apparently, isn’t the only one with a high opin- 
ion of his staff. He spent much of the winter answering inquiries 
from other coaches, both in the NFL and at other colleges, want- 
ing to hire his assistants. Rutledge turned down an offer from 
Dan Reeves to join the Atlanta Falcons staff and passed on a 
chance to discuss a position with Bill Parcells when he took over 
at the New York Jets. 

Lambert had offers on the table at other schools, and tight 
ends/special teams coach Ken Whisenhunt left the VU staff to 
join the New England Patriots. 

It will take a talented staff to rescue this offense. Twice last 
season the Commodores failed to gain 
100 yards of total offense in a single game. 
And only twice did VU gain more yards 
than the opposition. Both of those efforts 


COACH: Woody Widenhofer — At VU and 
Overall: first year 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 9 Offense, 6 
Defense, Kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Todd Yoder, MLB 
Jamie Duncan, CB Corey Chavous, DE Jay 
Stallworth, LB Carlton Hall 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Woody Widenhofer 
has said his defense is potentially the best 
in the SEC, and he could be right. Middle 
linebacker Jamie Duncan's decision to 
return for his final year of eligibility was a 


huge lift. 
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aspect of it. The Commodores haven't been 
able to generate any firepower in many 
years, but at least were able in the past to 


run the ball with some consistency. Last year 


Vanderbilt couldn’t even rely on that. 


OVERVIEW: Widenhofer’s charisma has 


already rubbed off on his team and enthusi- 
asm is ata high. He says restoring confi- 
dence in the defense during his two years as 
the coordinator was a key in the progress 
that was made. He hopes the same will hap- 
pen now that he has the offensive players 
carrying their heads high again. 


came against schools that had recently 
moved from Division I-AA to I-A, North 
Texas and UAB. 

Many of Vanderbilt's players admitted 
after Dowhower left that they had lost con- 
fidence in his scheme long ago. That’s why 
the team, particularly the offensive players, 
were bubbling with enthusiasm during 
spring practice. 


DAMIAN ALLEN MAY BE ABLE TO ELUDE 
THE PRESSURE FROM SOME DEFENDERS 
THIS SEASON, BUT HE BETTER BE BRACED FOR 
A CHALLENGE FROM SOPHOMORE 
QUARTERBACK JAMAIL CARTER 
PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 
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Name / Position Size HOMETOWN Hick ScHoot / Coulece 


Wally CONYERS DL 6-7, 230 Atlanta, GA Westminster 

Ranked No. 79 player in Dixie by SuperPrep @ As a senior, had 70 tackles, 14 sacks and one | 
fumble recovery @ All-State @ Helped team to state semifinals as a senior # Had four sacks in 
state quarterfinal game # Academic All-State. 


Doyle CROSBY DL 6-5, 240 Port St. Joe, FL Port St. Joe 

All-State @ District Player of the Year @ Orlando Sentinel Super 24 @ As a senior, had 115 
tackles, seven sacks, nine tackles for loss and six caused fumbles Caught 10 passes for 153 
yards and two touchdowns @ Team captain # National Honor Society. 


Shane DALY WR/P 6-3, 205 Lake Charles, LA Barbe 

All-Southwest Louisiana @ As a senior, had 88 tackles, seven interceptions and one fumble 
recovery @ Caught 18 passes for 365 yards and four touchdowns @ Averaged 40 yards on 30 | 
punts @ Two-time All-District @ Team captain @ All-State javelin thrower. 


Adam DITTO WR 6-0, 185 Kennesaw, GA Harrison 

Ranked No. 70 prospect in Dixie by SuperPrep @ As a senior, had 50 catches for 825 yards 
and eight touchdowns @ Ran for 246 yards and two touchdowns, averaging eight yards per 
carry @ Runs 4.4 in 40-yard dash @ Team captain in football and baseball. 


J. P. FOUGEROUSSE DL 
Jackson Clarion-Ledger Top 40 list # Four-year starter ® Two-time All-District @ Team Most 


6-5, 265 | 
Valuable Player @ Handled punting duties with long kick of 68 yards Team captain. 


Jackson, MS St. Andrews Episcopal 


Ryon HEIMPEL DL 6-7, 245 London, Ontario London Central 
City Player of the Year in 12-man football @ Team captain in football, basketball, baseball and 
hockey Serves as snow skiing instructor for disabled children. 


Harold LERICIUS DB 6-1, 190 Casselberry, FL Lake Howell 
As a senior, had 35 tackles, three interceptions, five blocked kicks and two fumble recoveries . 
John MARKHAM P/PK 6-2, 190 Brentwood Montgomery Bell Acad. 


All-State # Nashville area Special Teams Most Valuable Player @ As a senior, hit on seven of 
12 field goal attempts and 40 of 4] extra point tries # Helped team to state quarterfinals. 


Jared McGRATH RB 5-10, 198 Ocala, FL Forest 

Rated No. 87 prospect in Florida by SuperPrep @ Finalist for state Mr. Football @ Had career 
totals of 3,426 rushing yards, 211 points scored and 34 touchdowns @ Ocala Banner Player of 
the Year @ Ran for 1,858 yards on 205 carries as a senior # Three-time All-District . 


Nate MORROW |B 6-4, 225 New Concord, OH John Glenn 

All-Ohio @ All-Conference @ As a senior, rushed for 1,538 yards and 25 scores Had 58 
tackles, including 18 for loss, with five sacks and four caused fumbles Caught 15 passes for 
179 yards. | 


COMMODORES*REGRUITING 


| Will OATES DL 


HOMETOWN HicH ScHoot / Couece 


6-5, 235 Houston, TX Episcopal 
Three-year All-Conference @ Team captain # As a senior, made 48 tackles and four sacks # 
Letterman on lacrosse team. 


Name / Position Size 


Matt STEWART LB 6-5, 205 Columbus, OH DeSales 

All-State @ As a senior, rushed for 1,654 yards @ Had 9.5 tackles for loss, 7.5 sacks and five 
caused fumbles District Co-Defensive Player of the Year @ Captain of football and basketball 
teams @ Averages 17 points and eight rebounds in basketball @ National Honor Society. 


Brian TAYLOR DB 5-11, 185 Prince George, VA Prince George County 
Two-way star @ As a senior, rushed for 1,436 yards @ All-Metro @ Captain of football and 
track teams @ State qualifier in 55-meter dash @ All-Region Academic Team. 


Steve TRESE DE 6-6, 250 Fort Worth, TX Paschal 

Ranked No. 97 prospect in Texas by SuperPrep # Had 194 career tackles, 20 sacks and 16 
caused fumbles @ Dallas Morning News Top 100 list # Two-time All-District @ Team captain # 
Two-way starter @ National Honor Society. 


| Tyler UNZICKER DL 6-3, 250 Palatka, FL Palatka 

As a senior, had 58 solo tackles, 46 assists ond 13 sacks @ Had four sacks in one game  All- 
Area @ All-Conference # Had 177 tackles in past two seasons # Team Most Valuable Player # 
Earned two letters each in basketball, baseball and weightlifting. 


Jimmy WILUAMS RB/DB 5-11, 185 Baton Rouge, [A Episcopal 

SuperPrep All-American, ranked No. 10 player in Louisiana # Had 5,397 career rushing yards 
and scored 85 touchdowns @ As a senior, ran for 2,467 yards and 31 scores @ Returned three 
kickoffs for touchdowns @ Rated sixth-best skill player nationally by SuperPrep Two-time All- 
State @ Career average 35 yards per punt. 


Rodney WILLIAMS RB 6-0, 190 Birmingham, AL Minor 

Super All-Metro @ As a senior, ran for 1,029 yards, averaging over eight yards per carry # 
Caught posses for 427 yards and scored 17 touchdowns # Team Most Valuable Player 
National Honor Society. 


Jamie WINBORN |B 6-0, 220 Wetumpka, AL Wetumpka 

Second team All-State @ All-Region @ All-District @ As a senior, made 89 solo tackles and 48 
assists @ Averaged over 14 yards per rushing attempt # Team captain and Most Valuable 
Player @ Helped team to state quarterfinals # Member of track team. 


Greg ZOLMAN GB 6-3, 190 Miamisburg, OH Miamisburg 

Ranked No. 97 prospect in Midwest by SuperPrep @ As a senior, threw for 1,595 yards and 
12 touchdowns with just two interceptions Ran for 487 yards and four scores # Had 4,104 
yards career total offense @ Completed 54 percent of career passes @ Left-handed passer # 
National Honor Society. 


AWOOKATTHEGOMMODORES 


oF 


RESULTS 
(2-9-0, 0-8-0) 


Notre Dame 14 

26 Alabama 36 
9 Mississippi 20 
® LSU 35 
19 North Texas 7 
2 Georgia 13 
0 South Carolina Py, 
Fie “15 
21 Florida 28 
0 Kentucky 25 
7 Tennessee 14 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING 

Comp YarDs 

118 1472 42.3 

Carter 12 4 10333) 11070 
RUSHING 

No Yarps 


Dunnavant 131 


Williams 82 268 3.3 18 0} 
Duke 76 223 2.9 15 1 | 
Maorinangel 1 81 81.0 8] 1] 
RECEIVING 
NAME No Yarps AvG lc 1D 
Yoder 21 aA Soazde cea | 
Dunnovant 16 182 11.4 26 0 
Fleming 14 156 1.1 30 0} 
Winkler 14 101 7.2 7 0 


DEFENSIVE LEADERS 


Tacktes: Duncan 151; Jefcoat 69; Finklin 60. 
INTERCEPTIONS: Chavous 3. 

| QB Sacks: Duncan 5; Schuckman 5; Boykin 4.5. 
Tacktes For Loss: Duncan 8; Finklin 8; Schuckman 7. 


SCHEDULE 


North Texas 
Alabama 
TCU 

at Mississippi 
LSU 


at Northern Illinois 


Georgia 

3 at South Carolina 
at Florida 
Kentucky 


at Tennessee 
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JAMIE DUNCAN WAS A BUTKUS AWARD CANDIDATE IN ‘96, AND LEADS AN EXPERIENCED 
CORPS OF LINEBACKERS THAT COULD BE AMONG THE BEST IN THE SEC. 


PHOTO BY R.D. MOORE 


“We’re happy again,” said senior 
quarterback Damian Allen, a returning 
starter. “There are so many things that the 
coaches have done since last season that 
will help our offense. A lot of basic things.” 

Allen may have been the most frus- 
trated player in Dowhower’s system. The 
blocking by his offensive line was no 
match against most Southeastern Confer- 
ence teams, yet all the passing plays were 


designed for Allen to take at least a seven- 
step drop. There were plenty of times 
when blitzing linebackers beat Allen to the 
pocket. They simply waited on him, lick- 
ing their chops. Widenhofer’s common 
sense approach has Allen releasing the 
ball in one swift motion. He'll take the 
snap from center and immediately start 
looking for a receiver. 

“Yeah, I’m pretty happy about being 


able to take a two- or three-step drop or 
even less. Who wouldn't be?” Allen says. 
“That’s going to make a huge difference. 
Everything is going to be so much 
quicker. Things will happen a lot faster 
on offense, and we really need that. 
Plus, they're going to let me move the 
pocket. I'll be able to get out on the 
perimeter because my running is one 

of my strengths.” 

Allen may be able to elude the pres- 
sure from some defenders this season, but 
he better be braced for a challenge from 
sophomore quarterback Jamail Carter, 
who is also better-suited for the rollout 
pass and likes to run with the ball when 
no one’s open. 

“] think Jamail Carter can be an out- 
standing quarterback in this offense,” 
Widenhofer said. “The kind of athletic 
ability that he has is exactly what we’re 
looking for at this position..” 

Whichever quarterback wins the start- 
ing assignment, he'll have the best 
receiver in recent Commodore history to 
throw to in Todd Yoder. The 6-5 sopho- 
more has beefed up to 215 pounds after 
leading the team with 21 catches for 471 
yards, a 22.4-yard average per catch. 

But the numbers can’t begin to tell 
the story on Yoder, who has a knack for 
making big catches. He hauled in a 50- 
yard TD that gave Notre Dame a scare in 
a 14-7 Irish victory and a 62-yarder 
against Tennessee in another 14-7 heart- 
breaking loss. 

And Yoder wasn’t the only freshman 
who made some noise at receiver. Zach 
Winkler, Billy Miller and Tavarus Hogans 
each had their moments and could help 
the passing game develop. 

Every other position on the offense 
has players who have not proven them- 
selves, even at running back, a position 
that used to be a bright spot for the Com- 
modores. Last year three players — Alvin 
Duke, Jason Dunnavant and Marcus A. 
Williams — split the time at tailback, and 
all three weren't able to rush for 1,000 
yards combined. 

Widenhofer wants one player to step 
up and take over and that will probably be 
Duke, who has the best combination of 
quickness and moves. Dunnavant, who 
has a knack for fumbling, won’t have to 
worry about that as much since he’s 
moved to fullback along with Williams. 

Widenhofer has made it clear that 
he will give highly touted incoming fresh- 
man running back Jimmy Williams from 
Baton Rouge, La., a chance when he 
arrives on campus. Also, junior tailback 
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ANDERGILT 
_COMMODORES SPRING ROSTER 


No. Pos. Ctass Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN Pos. Class Hr. Wr. HOMETOWN 

17 Damian Allen QB Sr «= 6-2-1191 Strongsville, OH 31 Domenick Koger CB ods = 5-9 =—178 Houston, TX 

51 Jim Anguicno C sk 62 280 Grand Pea x 88 Bo Lancaster WR i 5:10 78 St Petersburg, A 
98 Ryan Aulds OT ofr 62 246 — Lebanon , 13. Hi Laws ‘a e & 62 187, Denver, CO 

21 Anthony Azama WR “S ? 510 7 Daytona Beach, FL 9 AJ. McGrew BO a 62 27 Binns AL 
18. Fred Boker te &k 63 255 — Soperton, GA 7 hay Medoyer CB ode «= 511-191 North Augusta, SC 
50 Jeff Barnett C % b4 : 265 Dallas, TX 10 Darweshi Miles B k 60 234 Houston, TX 
8. Rahim Btn FS Jr 59190. Detroit, MI 3 Billy Miler WR So 511 188 Highond Vil, TX 
48 Ainsley Boles $$ So 60 188 tibun,GA 41 Poul Morgan RB Se S11 224 Courtland, MS 

39 IohnBrdey  «B-st~=«G0 225 Mount Airy, NC 54° MyonMory” «= Ck 63 290 Dodson FL 
70 Rominte’ Byndom A % 65 300 Midwest Gin, OK 85 Russ Nicholl DE Fr 65 271 Cullman, AL a 
“80. Bot Corson TE fr 64 252 Lebanon iy 5 Doce Reeder QB Fr «6:2 207 Evonsville, IN 
n bead Corter ae @ oi 6-2 215 Houston, IX 74 Joel Robb at Oo Fr 6B = 280 San Angelo, TX 
30. Damien Charley + CB or «= 5-9 177 Brighton, AL 7 Darren Rohenberg . OL Fr 64 300 Farragut 

4 ; Corey Chavous - OC Sr 40 207 Aiken, SC 78 Michoel Salsman Giese 64 284 Wichita Falls, TX 

96 Kenny Jackson Chrision DE Jr 6-2 250 Brandon, MS - 25 Robert Simmons WR Sr 58 175 Evanston, IL 
M7 SeitCahen =P So. «G1 205. Winer Pork FL 58 lonSmith =k 269 Seve. NJ 

14 Brooks Collins = FS Fr «= 62197 Trinity, AL 93 Jason Smith — oO 7 ; 62 310 Biminghom, AL 
% Clay Condkay _ OL Jt 6&4 270 Houston, TX 9 Theat Alon Smith r 1B Fr 62-226 River Ridge, LA 
3 Chris Cook B So 62 230 Plt Min, NC- 8 Bret Speakmon K ke 5-11 179 Charlotte, NC 
7” c Dovid Coppeans ; aL d+ 6:4 287 Murfreesboro 89 Jay Sclvorh DE Se 62 266 Marshall, TX 

20 AbinDike RBCS S10 186 Mutheesboro ee en er ee 

49 Jamie Duncan B SS 61 235 Wilringon, DE | Fred Vinson CB dr = 60-188 North Augusta, SC 

42 Jason Dunnavont RB Jr = G1 220 Nostwille 2 Jamie Wotkns . WR Sa : 64 207° Hillsboro, AL ‘ 

84 OlLFlning «ss TEs 63253 ‘Fronkln 35 Morus. Wilioms BS 60202 Rchardhon, TK 
40 Don Gallardo P/| DB So 6:4 192 Glendale, Al 82 MorcusE. Williams TE Sr 64 246 hig, KY 

6h ‘Brion Gruber - Q fF r 66 292 Katy, TX 79 Shawn Wilson a Jr 43 293. Toedoa A E 
3h Carlton Hall > 1B Sr = 6-0-2836 Midwest City, OK 87 Ei Wasa : rr kt 63 20. Fomesal " 
Pr Alphonso Harvey oT sk 63 294 Daytona Bch,, FL 16 Zoch Winkler WR So 5-10 180 Birmingham, AL 

72 Jason Hill DT St 63 261 Noshwille =‘. 86 Andre Woods “f wR Fr 5-11 168 Arlington, TX 
8 Matt Hill OL fr 67 308 Odessa, TX 23. Tyrone Yarbrough B Je 5-10 = Dallas, TX 

7 Tavorus Hogans = WR So 511 190 DeFunick Spgs, FL 8] Todd Yoder : WR So 65 210 New Palestine, IN 
65 will bobs OL J 6&3 30 Houston, IX 97 Glenn ion DE Ss 3. 258 Detroit, MI a3 
27 Antony Jordon BS «=—63— 237 Sewell, NJ ——= —_ a 

| 2 Anderw Kerr WR So 510 172 Atlanta, GA Roster and depth chart subject to change. 


1997 PROJECTED DEPTH CHART 


QB ODa 


mian Allen, Sr/Jamail Carter, So 


7B ANin Duke, So/Jason Dunnavant, Jr 
FB Paul Morgan, Sr/Marcus Williams, Sr 
WR Andre Woods, Fr/Tavarus Hogans, So 
WR Todd Yoder, So/Zach Winkler, So 

Nae ep) Fleming, Jr/Marcus Williams, Sr 


LT Clay Condrey, Jr/Darren Rothenberg, Fr 


LG David Coppeans, Jr/Brian Gruber, Fr 
C Jeff Barnett, So/Jim Anguiano, Jr 


LE — Glenn Young, Sr/Jason Hill, Sr 

LT lan Smith, Jr/Alphonso Harvey, Jr 
NG Jason Smith, Jr/Ryan Aulds, Fr 

RE Jay Stallworth, Sr/Russ Nicholl, Fr 
OLB Carlton Hall, Sr/ Lamont Turner, So 

LB = Jamie Duncan, Sr/John Bradley, Jr 
OLB Antony Jordon, Sr/Darweshi Miles, Jr 

cB Corey Chavous, Sr/Damien Charley, Jr 

cB Fred Vinson, Jr/Domonick Koger, Jr 


RG Jim Anguiano, Jr/Shawn Wilson, Jr 
RT — Will Jacobs, Jr/Raminte’ Byndom, So 


PK Brett Speakman, Jr/Don Gallardo, So 


SS___ Ainsley Battles, So/Don Gallardo, So 
FS Rahim Batten, Jr/Brooks Collins, Fr 
P Don Gallardo, So/Scott Cohen, So 


SPRING UPDATE 


pring practice for Vanderbilt’s foot- 

ball team was like a telephone com- 

mercial — the Commodores 
reached out and touched someone. 
Nearly every practice included full-contact 
drills, which was a change from the two 
years under former coach Rod 
Dowhower, when very little hitting took 
place. 

“The only way to get your players 
conditioned for the season, particularly 
the offensive and defensive linemen, is to 
have them hit in practice,” said new 
coach Woody Widenhofer, 

¢ Widenhofer announced during the 
spring that he will change the uniforms. 
The new duds will mimic the Pittsburgh 
Steelers’ uniforms. Widenhofer served on 
the Pittsburgh staff for 11 seasons. 

The only difference will have Vandy’'s 
metallic gold where the Steelers have yel- 
low stripes. The gold helmets won't be 
changed. 

¢ Freshman offensive lineman Kyle 
Gullahorn accidentally fell to his death on 
March 22. After arguing with his girl- 
friend, Gullahorn knocked out a window 
in a dormitory stairwell and fell nearly six 
stories. Widenhofer said Gullahorn, who 
redshirted last year, would have been a 
starter at some point this season. 

¢ Starting cornerback Fred Vinson 
missed all of spring practice after under- 
going two hernia surgeries. He is 
expected back for the fall season. 

e Jeff Barnett, the team’s starting 
center, and his backup Jim Anguiano, 
missed much of spring practice because 
of injuries, but will be ready for the fall. 

e Sophomore receivers Zach Winkler 
and Billy Miller were dismissed from the 
team by Widenhofer early in spring drills 
for missing classes. Widenhofer allowed 
Winkler back on the team before spring 
ended, but a decision on Miller won't be 
made until the fall. 

¢ The kicking game got a needed 
boost when Kevin Whitehurst announced 
he will walk on with the Commodores. 
Whitehurst was a four-sport star at Brent- 
wood High School near Nashville who 
averaged 41.5 yards per punt and con- 
nected on 12 of 15 field goals, including 
a 55-yarder and a 52-yarder. 

— Mike Organ 
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HIS EYE ON A CAREER IN THE NFL. 
PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 


Tyrone Yarbrough is back in the mix 
after missing last season with double 
Achilles tendon surgery. 

The starting fullback will be Paul 
Morgan, a bruising 225-pounder who 
disappeared the last two seasons in a 
Dowhower offense that eliminated 
his position. 

“That was one of the first things I did 
— put big Paul Morgan back there where 
he belongs,” Widenhofer said. “We're 
going to give him the ball and let him run 
over some people.” 

The line remains the biggest concern 
on the team. At no point last year was any 
significant improvement detected. The only 
starters gone are left tackle Allen DeGraf- 
fenreid and tight end Jason Tomichek, but 
there is no reason to be excited about the 
group that is coming back. 

Junior guard Will Jacobs (6-3, 300) 
has shined at times but has been plagued 
by injuries most of his career, and O.J. 
Fleming could step in and replace 
Tomichek with little drop-off. The throng 
of players vying for the other four posi- 
tions on the line must improve drastically 
for the Commodores to make any strides. 

No matter what happens offensively, 


Chavous to Try His Hand(s) on Offense 


C orey Chavous is catching on to 
Vanderbilt's new offense. 
And he’s a defensive back. 

Chavous is so excited about the 
prospects of the Commodore’s offense 
taking off that he wants to be a part of 
it. He will try his hand(s) at wide receiver 
this fall, hoping to help new head coach 
Woody Widenhofer revive the attack. 

Chavous, a senior, has started every 
game at cornerback since he has been at 
Vanderbilt and insists he won’t be shirk- 
ing his defensive duties in his effort to 
help the offense. 

He led the Commodores with 
three interceptions and recorded 49 
tackles last year. He and the coach are 
eager, however, to take advantage of 
Chavous’ versatility. 

“Corey’s a great athlete and it just 
makes sense to me that we take advan- 
tage of his ability on both sides of the 
ball,” Widenhofer said. “I’ve coached 
him on defense the last two years and I 
know what he can do. It’s something I 


the defense will again be counted on to 
carry this team. And with players like All- 
SEC middle linebacker Jamie Duncan, 
cornerback Corey Chavous and end Jay 


Core oy 


Jay 


Stallworth returning, the defense is up for 
the task. Duncan, who also was a Butkus 
Award candidate, leads an experienced 
corps of linebackers that could be among 
the best in the SEC. Antony Jordon and 
Carlton Hall also are returning starters. 
Chavous, who, like Duncan has his 
eye on an NFL career, and Fred Vinson 
are back after starting last year on the cor- 
ners, while Rahim Batten and Ainsley Bat- 


think he’s capable of.” 

Chavous teamed up with D’Wayne 
Bates to form an impressive offensive 
tandem when the two were at Silver 
Bluff High School in South Carolina. 
Bates, who is now a standout receiver at 
Northwestern, was a quarterback and 
Chavous, an all-state receiver, was his 
favorite target. 

Chavous has spent time nearly every 
day practicing his receiving routes. It 
didn’t take long, of course, to learn the 
patterns considering has seen them in 
practice each day. 

Chavous says he won’t allow his 
added duties to hinder his performance 
on defense. The 6-0, 198-pounder has 
his eye on a career in the NFL, and 
that’s far more important than any glory 
that might come from catching passes. 

“Actually, | believe playing receiver 
will enhance my play on defense,” 
Chavous said. “I will be able to better 
understand what those guys on the 
other side of the ball are thinking.” Q 


tles appear ready to fill the big shoes left 
behind by Eric Vance and DeReal Finklin 
at the two safety positions. Batten played 
enough last year when Vance was hurt to 
finish as the team’s second-leading return- 
ing tackler. 

Stallworth isn’t the only lineman get- 
ting attention heading into the new sea- 
son. Redshirt freshman tackle Ryan Aulds 
made plenty of noise in spring drills and 
could be the next standout on this unit. 

There is a healthy battle being waged 
for the starting nose tackle position 
between Alphonso Harvey and Jason 
Smith. Jason Hill, a senior who started 
much of last season at nose tackle, has 
moved to end. 

Special teams are a major concern 
with last year’s NCAA leading punter Bill 
Marinangel gone. No one stepped for- 
ward in spring practice to fill Marinangel’s 
punting shoe. The placekicking duties 
remain with Brett Speakman, an 
unproven junior who was the team’s No. 
1 kicker, but was only called on for nine 
extra point kicks last year (he made them 
all) and 12 field goals, which he con- 
nected on seven. 

— Mike Organ 
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ike DuBose is family, and if you know much about 
Alabama football, you know what that means. 
He grew up in Alabama. 

He became one of “Bear’s Boys” by playing for legendary 
Tide coach Paul “Bear” Bryant as a linebacker and defensive 
lineman on three Southeastern Conference championship 
teams — one of which won a national title. 

He became an assistant coach in 1983 on Ray Perkins’ 
Alabama staff immediately following Bryant’s retirement. 

After he left for three years as an NFL assistant, he came 
back in 1990 as part of that all-star staff assembled under 
head coach Gene Stallings, a staff that included Bryant assis- 
tants such as Mal Moore and Bill Oliver. 

Preserving “family” is important to Crimson Tiders, which 
is why, when Stallings announced his intention to retire after 
beating Auburn last fall, DuBose became the overwhelming 
choice of the “family” to succeed him. 

“Guys like him, who had the opportunity to play for 
Coach Bryant, they form a backbone, give you a foundation,” 
said Bill Oliver, who, before leaving Tuscaloosa to become 
Auburn's defensive coordinator, was the family’s heir-apparent 
to become head coach of the Crimson Tide. 

“That's how | know he'll do a good job. He understands. 
He'll do a great job. I guarantee it.” 

DuBose succeeds Stallings, who stepped down after doing 
more than just winning one national championship and four 
Southeastern Conference West Division titles. What Stallings 
did was restore a sense of unity to an Alabama football pro- 
gram that is more like a grassroots political party in the state 
than an athletic team. 

Stallings was able to reunite the party faithful after eight 
years of splintering caused by the perceived outsider, Bill 
Curry, and the stone-cold personality of Ray Perkins. 

Never mind that the program was still extremely successful 
on the field under the previous coaches. There were no 
national championships, only one SEC title, and a general 
feeling of unrest permeated the Tide faithful. 

Stallings was able to restore that, which is why, to some 
people, keeping the job within the “family” was crucial, even 
though it was under Stallings’ watch that the NCAA came 
down on the Tide. 
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Stallings stuck with the program 
through the investigation and probation, 
and to make the transition as seamless as 
possible, made his decision to retire early. 

Athletic director Bob Bockrath found 
out in a hurry how much passion and sig- 
nificance was steeped in the Alabama 
family element. The minute Stallings 
made his announcement, Bockrath’s 
phone and fax never stopped ringing. 

“[ promise you, I know how big a deal 
this is,” said Bockrath, who had not even 
been on the job six months when he was 
forced to make the biggest hire possible. 
“Some have said this position is the most 
influential and powerful position in the 
state of Alabama, and I'm not going to 
debate whether it is or isn’t. Surely, it’s got 
to be right up there. So | understand that.” 

The power of the family was 
behind DuBose. 

“It was overwhelming, the support for 
me,” DuBose said. “A great deal was for 
the idea of what the fans wanted. | know 
that. I just happened to be the right guy at 
the right time. 

“... Understand, | wanted to be head 
coach at Alabama. But | also understood, 
as an alumnus, that (university president) 
Dr. (Andrew) Sorenson and Bob Bockrath 
were charged with finding the best coach 
possible. If that tumed out to be me, I was 
happy. If not, | would also be happy, 
because I knew they would get the man 
they felt was the best man for the job.” 

The 43-year-old native of Opp, Ala., 
took an unlikely road to getting what is 
one of the top jobs in all of college foot- 
ball. After ending his playing career at 
Alabama in the 1975 Orange Bowl and 
serving a one-season graduate assistant- 
ship, DuBose became assistant head 
coach at Fairhope High School. 

He was named head coach at 
Fairhope in 1978, and after two seasons 
got a call from Oliver, who had been one 
of his defensive coaches at Alabama and 
had became head football coach at the 
University of Tennessee-Chattanooga. 

“He was, really and truly, the first 
coach I hired,” Oliver said. “What 
impressed me was how he had stayed up 
to date with the game. 

“| knew he wanted to go on from 
Chattanooga and make that step to the 
next level. He told me one day, ‘I'll be 
coaching at Alabama or Auburn one of 
these days.’ ” 

DuBose said he was never afraid to 
dream a little. 

“You always hear that you shouldn't 
be afraid to dream,” DuBose said. “When 
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About one in every four oar ee 
coaches is new evils season. Ay er nerof e 
ing itis, tone in Ur CO f- 
Faecal Py bye job hari san 
On one hand, we see a.c Henereh eolege 
football with a plethora of new faces tak ing over 
programs, OF fhe 24 new head coaches in Divi- 
ee I-A, ony two were holding Division I-A head 
coaching jobs 
But on another, we'll see little change in the 
color of those faces; Of the 24 new coaches, 23 
are white, That puts the number of black coaches 
— in a sport that is made up of about 51 percent 
black athletes — at eight ... 7.1 percent. 
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SCHOOL COACH NEW COACH 
Alabama Gene Gene Stallings” Mike DuBose 
Arkansas State. John Bobo —_Joe Hollis 
Baylor Chuck Reedy Dave Roberts 
Boise State Pokey Allen* Houston Nuit# 
Boston College Dan Henning TomO’Brien 
California Steve Mariucci* Tom Holmoe 
Fresno State Jim Sweeney” Pot Hill 
Indiona Bill Mallory Cam Cameron 
Illinois lou Tepper Ron Turner 
Kansas Glen Mason’ Terry Alleni# 
Hal Mumme# 


Kentucky Bill Curry 
Maryland Mark Duffner Ron Vanderlinden 
Minnesota Jim Wacker Glen Mason* 

New Mexico State Jim Hess Tony Samuel 
Notre Dame: lou Holtz Bob Davie 
Oregon State __Jerry Pettibone Mike Riley _ 
Pittsburgh Jahnny Majors Walt Harris 

Jim Colletto Joe Tiller® 
John Ralston Dave Baldwin# 
SMU Tom Rossley Mike Cavan# 


Tulane Buddy Teevens Tommy Bowden 
Vanderbilt Rod Dowhower W 


Widenhofer 
Western Michigan Al Molde Gary Darnell 
Joe Tiller* 


Wyoming, Dana Dimel 


San Jose State 


Note: Glen Mason (Kansas lo Minnesota) and Joe 
Tiller (Wyoming to Purdue) were the only Division LA 
head coaches to change jobs. 

#Five Division |-AA head coaches were hired by 
Division I-A programs, 14 college assistant coaches 
were hired, and three NFL assistants, 

"Of the 24 head coaches replaced, only Steve 
Mariucci (California lo San Francisco 49ers head 
coach), Mason, Tiller, retiring Jim Sweeney of Fresno 
Stale and Gene Stallings of Alabama, and cancer- 
stricken Pokey Allen (since deceased) of Boise State 
really made their own decisions to leave, 


I was growing up, | dreamed of playing 


football for Alabama, and I got that 
opportunity. Then when my playing 
career ended, I dreamed of being head 
coach here. So this really is a dream come 
true. This is the job of all jobs.” 

So intent was DuBose in that dream 
that he was not in the least concerned when 
he went i his interview with Bockrath. 

“I was comfortable and confident,” 
DuBose sa s hard to say why, but | 
just felt good. The oncern | had was 
how much it was going to cost me, how 


much I was going to have to pay them to 
let me take this job.” 

Wayne Hall, a former Alabama team- 
mate who wound up coaching against 
DuBose as an assistant at cross-state rival 
Auburn, said the Tide couldn’t have made 
a better choice. 

“He’s the best choice they've got,” Hall 
said. “What other choice is there? Give me 
another choice that could be better. 

“He’s a good football coach, and he 
cares about his school and he cares 
about his players. What else is there? 
You might be able to go out and get one 
that’s a little flashier, but you won't find 
one that’s better.” 

DuBose has proven himself as a 
defensive line coach, producing five NFL 
first-rounders in Emmanuel King, Jon 
Hand, Cornelius Bennett, John Copeland 
and Eric Curry. 

He’s also gained a reputation for his 
ability to coordinate a defensive philoso- 
phy. DuBose was largely responsible for 
the decision by the Alabama staff to aban- 
don the 3-4 defense (which they used to 
lead the nation in defense during the early 
1990s) to be in the forefront of changing 
to an attacking 4-3 defense. It worked, 
with which Alabama’s defense again 
ranked among the best in the nation. 

Now, of course, he takes on the 
added responsibility of offense, and win- 
ning championships. 

“I know I’m accountable for the pro- 
gram,” DuBose said. “I think one of my 
strengths is the ability to listen. I've always 
believed two heads are better than one, 
and nine heads are better than two. So | 
want a staff that will have input. 

“Ultimately, of course, someone has to 
make a decision, and that will be my job.” 

He began putting his own stamp on 
the program right away, instituting a 
tougher off-season conditioning program 
and revamping how practices are con- 
ducted in an effort to make better use of 
NCAA time limits. 

“T'm excited,” DuBose said. “Coach 
Stallings has done a great job with this 
program. He’s won a national champi- 
onship. There are a lot of positives 
already established here. The key, for me, 
is consistency, to do it year in and year 
out, the way it used to be. 

“At the same time, I know it’s harder 
now than it used to be. But that’s the goal 
and the challenge.” 

It’s the dream of every member of the 
Alabama family. DuBose understands that. 

After all, he’s one of their own. 

— Ray Melick 
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ennessee assis- 
tant coach David 
sey Cutcliffe wasn’t 
sure if he’d ever see another Comelius 
Bennett. Then, he met Leonard Little. 
Cutcliffe went on a recruiting trip to 
Asheville, N.C., in the early 1990s to 
see linebacker Craig King. But then he 
spotted King’s 190-pound teammate 
running the 110 high hurdles in track. 
“T'd never seen a young kid with his 
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size run like he could run,” Cutcliffe said. 

Except for Bennett. As a high 
school coach in Birmingham, Ala., Cut- 
cliffe stood on the wrong side of the 
field watching Bennett. Then, when 
Tennessee hired Cutcliffe as a graduate 
assistant in 1982, Cutcliffe recruited 
Bennett for the Vols. Bennett signed 
with Alabama instead and became a 
future NFL Hall-of-Famer with the Buf- 
falo Bills. 

“With Leonard, you knew you had 
the opportunity for a rare athlete,” Cut- 
cliffe said. 

How rare? Cutcliffe wanted Ten- 
nessee linebackers coach John Chavis 
to see Little play, even though Little 


was playing wingback. Well, Little 
rushed for 150 yards and scored four 
touchdowns — on five carries. 

“People don’t realize, Leonard Lit- 
tle was a great offensive threat running 
and catching the ball in high school,” 
Cutcliffe said. 

Now, Little is a threat to offenses. 
Tennessee’s All-America defensive end 
has bulked up to 245 pounds on a 6-3 
frame. He has run 40 yards in 4.38 
seconds. In the past two seasons, he’s 
had 19.5 sacks, 19 tackles for losses, 
and 95 total tackles in 19 starts. 

Tennessee coach Phillip Fulmer has 
compared Little’s defensive impact to 
NFL great Reggie White, a former Vol. 
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Little’s impact will be felt all over 
the field this season. While Little recov- 
ered from a torn anterior cruciate liga- 
ment in his right knee during the spring, 
Vol coaches plotted how best to use his 
considerable skills. 

Chavis, the Vols’ defensive coordi- 
nator, wants to play Little at middle 
linebacker on running downs — so 
teams can’t run away from him — and 
defensive end on passing downs. 

Tennessee learned early last season 
that leaving Little at right defensive end 
was counterproductive. In the second 
game of the season against UCLA, Little 
said he was double-teamed on every snap. 

“The coaches realize they have to 
move me around and not let offenses 
know where | am,” Little said. 

On the same series this season, it 
will not be surprising to see Little play 
middle linebacker, outside linebacker 
and defensive end. 

“T'll do what's best for the team,” 
Little said. “I think I'll enjoy middle line- 
backer. But it’s something I'll have to 
get used to. You get blocked all the 
time. I’m not used to that.” 

In truth, Little prefers outside line- 
backer. But Chavis doesn’t want Little 
spending too much time in pass coverage. 
He wants Little playing upfield, making life 
miserable for tailoacks and quarterbacks. 

A junior college product, Little 
enrolled at Tennessee in January of 
1995 and balked when asked to play 
defensive end. 

“When | first moved to defensive end, 
I didn't like it,” Little said. “I was like, 
‘Man, I can’t play this position.’ I thought I 
was too small. | didn’t like the contact stuff 
with the offensive linemen all the time. | 
didn't like rushing the passer. 

“But I learned to love it because | 
got used to it.” 

Chavis is confident Little will make a 
smooth transition from end to linebacker. 

“Leonard is a quick, quick learner,” 
Chavis said. “He understands football. 
He has a great feel for the game. 
Leonard’s going to be a natural any- 
where you put him. He’s going to make 
plays other guys can’t make because of 
his athleticism.” 

Little’s athleticism made him one of 
the nation’s most coveted linebacker 
prospects in 1992. He was recruited by 
Notre Dame, Southern Cal, almost 
every school except one — Alabama. 
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He’s still annoyed that the Crimson 
Tide snubbed him. 

“I want to show them every time we 
play them, they should have recruited 
me,” Little said. 


Little picked Tennessee over Clem- 
son. He practiced two weeks with the 
Vols before UT realized he didn’t pass 
enough core courses. In that short time, 
however, the Vols knew they had a spe- 
cial talent. He already was No. 2 on the 
depth chart at outside linebacker and 
would have played as a true freshman. 

Cutcliffe remembers Little’s first day 
as a freshman. During a vertical jump 
test, Little leaped so high, he cut a gash 
in his hand coming down on the mea- 
suring bar, which was stationed 38 
inches from the floor. 
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Little was dispatched to Coffeyville 
(Kan.) Community College, where he red- 
shirted in 1993 and was a terror in 1994. 
He won a starting job in the spring of 
1995 at Tennessee, wearing a unique 
number for a defensive end, No. 1. 

His uncle, Edward Little, died while 
Little was at Coffeyville. Little won't dis- 
cuss details of the death. But he said his 
uncle’s favorite number was No. 1, and 
that his uncle was his No. 1 fan. 

No. 1 made his mark early at Ten- 
nessee, recording 11 sacks as a sopho- 
more while playing a new position. 

Last fall, Little examined his NFL 
options. He asked the well-connected 
Archie Manning, father of Tennessee 
quarterback Peyton Manning, to 
explore his value with NFL teams. 
Archie reported that Little would be a 
first-round draft choice, but exactly how 
high was unknown. 

Then, Little torn his ACL against 
South Carolina on Nov. 2. Any 
thoughts of turning pro dissipated. But 
Little said he probably would have 
retumed anyway. He had promised his 
mother he would be the first of her 
seven children to get a college degree. 

Little means as much to Tennessee's 
defense as Peyton Manning does to the 
offense. After Little’s season-ending 
injury, football practice was like a funeral 
parlor. The next week, Tennessee lost for 
the first time ever to in-state opponent 
Memphis, a 25-point underdog. 

“Emotionally, he is our leader on 
defense,” Cutcliffe said. “He has that 
motor and ability to make big plays that 
ignite everybody on the team. It was 
like seeing a great warrior go down.” 

Now, the warrior will roam the field 
at different positions, making it more 
difficult for offenses to contain him. 

Cutcliffe said Little makes it chal- 
lenging to prepare a game plan. 

“Off the edge, he takes a matchup 
with a tackle and makes it a bad one 
with speed, and he takes a matchup 
with a back in pass protection and 
makes it a bad one with power,” Cut- 
cliffe said. 

“There’s no question, if I played 
him, I'd double-team him. I’m not going 
to let him take a guy and totally intimi- 
date one player and dominate a game, 
because he’s capable of doing that.” 

Whether he’s at middle linebacker, 
outside linebacker or defensive end. 
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Ithough the SEC has a rich bow! tradition, the league's 1996 perfor- 
mance was downright historic. Five games, five wins. The perfect 
bowl record was something the league hadn‘t accomplished in 
almost 40 years, And the only other time the SEC has managed to bowl a strike, 
back in 1957, it played in just three games. 

That 5-for-5 sweep was a big reason why five SEC teams finished ranked 
in the Top 25 last season, led, of course, by No. 1 Florida. The Gators’ stunning, 
52-20 rout of Florida State in the Sugar Bowl to win the national championship 
was a perfect cap for a perfect postseason, as an SEC school captured the 
national championship for the first time since 1992 ... and the Gators became 
the first team other than Alabama to turn the trick since Georgia in 1980. 

Tennessee beat Northwestern in the Florida Citrus Bowl and ranked No. 9 
in the final polls, Alabama beat Michigan in the Outback and wound up No. 11. 
LSU edged Clemson in the Peach to end up No. 12. Auburn held off Army in the 
Independence to slip in at No. 24. 

Moreover, the SEC had the nation’s best non-league record at 27-9, a 
.750 winning percentage. The SEC had a winning record against each league 
except Conference USA; that mark was 4-4. In the 1990s, the SEC is 180-62-3 
outside the league, tops in Division 1-A. 

It's all the kind of stuff that the league can only hope to duplicate in 1997. The 
only way to top it would be to place two teams in the Bowl Alliance, opening spots for 
six teams in bowl games ... and then have all of the teams win in the postseason. 


BOWL TIES 


The SEC is once again assured of at least five teams in bowl games, pro- 
vided five teams have a winning record. 

The SEC champion gets one of six automatic berths in the lucrative Bowl 
Alliance, which pays each team at least $8 million. Champions of the Big 12, 
Atlantic Coast and Big East also get an automatic bid. Two teams are selected on an 
at-large basis, meaning the SEC could get two teams into the Bowl Alliance. 

HERE'S A LOOK AT THE SEC BOWL TIE-INS: 
— Bowl Alliance (Sugar, Fiesta and Orange bowls). 

Note: a second SEC team could be picked for an at-large spot; each 

subsequent pick remains in order, 

— SEC No. 2 pick vs. Big 10 runner-up 

(Citrus gets No. 3 SEC pick if a second SEC teams goes to the Bowl Alliance). 

— SEC No. 3 pick vs. Big 10 No. 3. 
— SEC No. 4 pick vs. ACC No. 3. 
— SEC No. 5 pick vs. at-large. 


TOP CATS 


Last year, only eight players who were consensus All-SEC first-team returned. 
But this year, 13 are back, including eight on defense and the entire front four. 

The All-SEC defensive linemen are Leonard Little of Tennessee, Michael 
Myers of Alabama, Ed Chester of Florida and Chuck Wiley of LSU. Linebackers 
are Takeo Spikes of Auburn and Jamie Duncan of Vanderbilt. Defensive backs 
Deshea Townsend of Alabama and Terry Fair of Tennessee made All-SEC. 

On offense, All-SEC returners are running back Kevin Faulk and offensive 
linemen Alan Faneca of LSU and Jamar Nesbit of South Carolina. Jaret Holmes 
of Auburn and Jeff Hall of Tennessee tied for the placekicking position. 
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10-WIN SEASONS 


LSU's victory over Clemson in the Peach Bowl marked only the fifth time the 
Bengals have won 10 games in a season, and just the second time since 1961. 

By contrast, 10-win seasons are common for Alabama, which has done it 
25 times, including five of the last six years and 16 times since 1971. 

Tennessee, which had consecutive 10-win seasons for the first time since 
1971-72, is second to Alabama in the SEC with 13 10-win seasons. 

Georgia has won at least 10 games 11 times, followed by Arkansas (9), 
Auburn (8), Florida (5), LSU (5), Mississippi (5), Kentucky (2), Mississippi 
State (1) and South Carolina (1). 

Each of Florida's 10-win seasons have occurred under coach Steve 
Spurrier in the 1990s. 

Four SEC teams were 10-game winners in 1996: national champion 
Florida (12-1), Tennessee (10-2), Alabama (10-3) and LSU (10-2). 


LEAVING EARLY 


Florida, which didn’t have a player declare early for the NFL draft last sea- 
son, was hit harder by early departures than any other SEC team this year. 
Receivers Ike Hilliard and Reidel Anthony, projected first-round draft choices, 
chose to play for pay. 

Only two other SEC players turned pro early: Alabama linebacker Dwayne 
Rudd and Tennessee receiver Mo Staley, although Staley had been suspended 
from the team in 1996 and was not on scholarship. 

Of course, the shocker was Vols quarterback Peyton Manning deciding to 
stay at Tennessee although he probably would have been the No. 1 overall pick 
in the draft. Manning has a $5 million-plus insurance policy against a career- 
ending injury. 

Others who stayed, but were tempted: LSU tailback Kevin Faulk, Georgia 
tailback Robert Edwards, and the Tennessee duo of defensive end Leonard Little 
and receiver Marcus Nash. 


INDISPENSABLE 


These are players a team could least afford to lose, not always the best 
player on the team. For example, Kevin Faulk is LSU's top player, but the Tigers 
are deep at tailback. They are not deep at quarterback, where Herb Tyler has 
guided the team to a 14-2 record in two years ... and one of those losses came 
when he was hurt early in the game. 


TEAM MOST INDISPENSABLE PLAYER 
ALABAMA MICHAEL MYERS, DT 
ARKANSAS MELVIN BRADLEY, N@ 
AUBURN DAMEYUNE CRAIG, @B 
FLORIDA FRED WEARY, CB 

GEORGIA HINES WARD, WR, KR, RB, QB 
KENTUCKY TIM COUCH, @B 

Lsu HERB TYLER, GB 
MISSISSIPPI JOHN AVERY, RB 
MISSISSIPPI STATE KEFFER McGEE, RB 

SOUTH CAROLINA ANTHONY WRIGHT, QB 
TENNESSEE PEYTON MANNING, @B 
VANDERBILT JAMIE DUNCAN, LB 
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FREE TO PAGENET? ALPHANUMERIC CUSTOMERS For the first time, CNN news is being broadcast to pagers. 
It's the same award-winning CNN news you see on television and the Internet. World and national news. 


Sports headlines and updated scores. Wall Street news and market reports. Weather forecasts, news from 
Hollywood and more. The difference is, the news comes to you as a text message on your alphanumeric pager. It’s an exclusive service 
for PageNet customers, free when you sign up for alphanumeric paging service. So call now. And have CNN news at your fingertips. 
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Advanced Technology In Paging. 
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AWARD CANDIDATES 


HEISMAN (outstanding player): Peyton Manning, gb, Tennessee; 
Kevin Faulk, rb, LSU. 
OUTLAND (inierior lineman): Michael Myers, dt, Alabama; Ed Chester, dt, 
Florida; Melvin Bradley, ng, Arkansas; Alan Faneca, of, LSU. 
LOMBARDI (lineman/linebacker): Leonard Little, de/lb, Tennessee; 
Greg Favors, de, Mississippi State; Alan Faneca, ot, LSU. 
BUTKUS (linebacker): Takeo Spikes, Auburn; Greg Bright, Georgia; 
Jamie Duncan, Vanderbilt; Johnny Rutledge, Florida; Brandon Tolbert, Georgia. 
THORPE (defensive back): Deshea Townsend, Alabama; Terry Fair, 
Tennessee; Fred Weary, Florida. 
DOAK WALKER (running back); Kevin Faulk, LSU; Robert Edwards, 
Georgia. 
LOU GROZA (kicker): Jaret Holmes, Auburn; Jeff Hall, Tennessee, 
DAVEY O’BRIEN (quarterback): Manning. 
BILETNIKOFF (receiver): Hines Ward, Georgia; Marcus Nash, Tennessee; 
Jacquez Green, Florida. 


SEC teams play eight conference games: five within their six-team division, 
two permanent opponents in the other division, and one rotating opponent in the 
other division, The rotation occurs every two years. Thus, last season's SEC 
schedule is the same as this season, except for the venues. 

Mississippi State has the advantage of avoiding the two best teams in the 
league: Florida and Tennessee. Georgia dodges three of the top four teams in the 
West Division. Alabama misses three of the top four teams in the East Division. 

Tennessee doesn't play Auburn or LSU, giving it a slight edge over Florida, 
which doesn’t play Alabama. However, Tennessee must play at Florida, at 
Alabama, and at Arkansas. Florida's toughest road games are at LSU, Auburn 
and Georgia (at Jacksonville, a neutral site). 

The toughest schedules belong to Arkansas (at Alabama, at Florida, at 
LSU), Ole Miss (at Auburn, at Tennessee, at LSU) and Kentucky. The Wildcats’ 
slate is rough because most of their seemingly winnable games are on the road. 
They host Florida, Alabama, LSU and Tennessee, 

The Tide has the easiest ride. If plays Tennessee and LSU at home and 
faces just one contender on the road, Auburn. Georgia opens with four home 
games, but plays on the road against Tennessee and Florida, 


TEAM DOES NOT PLAY 

ALABAMA FLORIDA, SOUTH CAROLINA, GEORGIA 
ARKANSAS KENTUCKY, GEORGIA, VANDERBILT 
AUBURN TENNESSEE, KENTUCKY, VANDERBILT 
FLORIDA ALABAMA, MISSISSIPP! STATE, MISSISSIPPI 
@EORGIA LSU, ARKANSAS, ALABAMA 

KENTUCKY ARKANSAS, AUBURN, MISSISSIPPI 

isu TENNESSEE, GEORGIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 
MISSISSIPPI SOUTH CAROLINA, FLORIDA, KENTUCKY 
MISSISSIPPI STATE FLORIDA, TENNESSZE, VANDERBILT 
SOUTH CAROLINA ALABAMA, LSU, MISSISSIPPI 

TENNESSEE AUBURN, LSU, MISSISSIPPI STATE 
VANDERBILT AUBURN, ARKANSAS, MISSISSIPPI STATE 


OUTSIDE OPPOSITION 


If the SEC ever looks to expand, why not scan the Bayou State and the 
Sunshine State? Central Florida plays four SEC teams, while Northeast Louisiana 
and Louisiana Tech play three each. 

Who can blame Vanderbilt for playing a weak non-conference schedule? 
Arkansas, Mississippi State and Mississippi also found relatively easy targets. 

Alabama upgraded its usual patsy slate with bowl-bound Houston and 
Southern Miss. Florida plays Southern Miss and Florida State. Tennessee has the 
toughest non-league schedule. The Vols host Texas Tech, visit UCLA and chal- 
lenge Southern Miss in Knoxville. 

Overall, SEC teams play only six quality outside opponents: FSU, Notre 
Dame, UCLA, Virginia, Clemson and Texas Tech. The only other opponent to 
play in a bow! game last year was Houston. 


TEAM NON-CONFERENCE OPPONENTS 

ALABAMA HOUSTON, SOUTHERN MISS, LA. TECH 

ARKANSAS LA. TECH, NE LOUISIANA, AT SMU 

AUBURN AT VIRGINIA, CENTRAL FLA., LA. TECH 

FLORIDA SOUTHERN MISS, CENTRAL MICHIGAN, FSU 
1997 


GEORGIA ARKANSAS STATE, NE LOUISIANA, AT GA. TECH 
KENTUCKY LOUISVILLE, CINCINNATI, AT INDIANA 

Lsu UTEP, AKRON, NOTRE DAME 

MISSISSIPPI CENTRAL FLA., SMU, AT TULANE 

MISSISSIPPI STATE MEMPHIS, NE LOUISIANA, CENTRAL FLORIDA 
SOUTH CAROLINA CENTRAL FLA., EAST CAROLINA, CLEMSON 
TENNESSEE TEXAS TECH, AT UCLA, SOUTHERN MISS 
VANDERBILT TCU, AT NORTHERN ILLINOIS, NORTH TEXAS 


CHANGING OF THE COACHES 


Last year, six SEC teams had new defensive coordinators, two had new 
offensive coordinators, but only one, Georgia, changed its head coach. 

This year, the rollover was with head coaches. Gene Stallings retired affer seven 
years at Alabama and turned the reigns over fo defensive coordinator Mike DuBose, 

Kentucky fired Bill Curry and hired Hal Mumme from Division |! Valdosta State. 

Vanderbilt canned offensive-minded Rod Dowhower after two mindless 
Offensive seasons, and hired defensive guru Woody Widenhofer, who orches- 
trated the nation’s 28th-best defense. 

Only Florida, Tennessee, Georgia, LSU, Mississippi State and South Car- 
olind have the same head coach and coordinators as last season. Auburn lost 
its offensive coordinator, and Arkansas finally hired one (Kay Stephenson, for- 
merly head coach of the Buffalo Bills). 


TEAMS OF THE °90s: 


Only Alabama in the 1970s has dominated a decade in the SEC the way 
Florida has controlled the 1990s. 

The Gators have won the SEC or had the league's best record in 1990, 
1991, 1993, 1994, 1995 and 1996. They have won the SEC championship 
game four years in a row. They have won the East all five years since the SEC 
went to divisional play. They have not lost an SEC game since falling to Auburn 
in October 1994, going 19-0. In fact, Auburn is the only SEC team to beat 
Florida since Alabama won the 1992 SEC championship game. 

Florida has won 49 SEC regular-season games in the ‘90s. That's more 
than the combined totals of Vanderbilt, Kentucky and Mississippi State (44 
wins), and ranks the Gators as one of only four SEC teams to have won more 
conference games than it has lost this decade. 

Here’s a look at the SEC regular-season records for teams in the ‘90s 
(*Arkansas and South Carolina joined the league in 1992); 


TEAM Ww L T PCT. 
FLORIDA 49 5 0 -907 
ALABAMA 48 10 1 -806 
TENNESSEE 40 12 2 789 
AUBURN 31 20 3 602 
GEORGIA 23 30 1 A35 
*ARKANSAS 16 22 2 A25 
Lsu 22 31 1 Al? 
MISSISSIPPI 21 33 0 389 
*SOUTH CAROLINA 16 24 1 388 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 20 33 1 379 
KENTUCKY 14 40 0 259 
VANDERBILT 10 44 ] 185 


YOUNG GUNS 


— TIM BOWENS, WR; JAMIE CARTER, DT; REGGIE GRIMES, DE 
— DAVID BARRETT, DB; CARLETON BEXLEY, LB; ALVIN RAY, KR 
— QUINTON REESE, LB; LEONARDO CARSON, DL; ANTWOINE NOLAN, DB 
— DOUG JOHNSON, OB; DAYMON CARROLL, RB; STEVE SHIPP, WR 
— PATRICK PASS, RB; RICH ROBICH, DE 
— MICHAEL DAIES, RB; MARVIN LOVE, WR; CHAD SPENCER, WR 
— CHARLES SMITH, LB; ABRAM BOOTY, WR; TODD MCCLURE, C 
— ROBERT REED, QB; TERRANCE METCALF, OL; CORY PETERSON, WR 
— KEVIN PRENTISS, WR; REGINALD KELLY, TE; 
KENDALL ROBERSON, DB 
— JERMALE KELLY, WR; TROY HAMBRICK, RB; 
JOHN ABRAHAM, DE 
— SHAUN ELLIS, DE; BILLY RATLIFF, DT; PHILLIP CROSBY, FB 
— JIMMY WILLIAMS, RB; JARED MCQRATH, RB 


— Jimmy Hyams 
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MIAMI 


HURRICANES 


‘Canes Looking for Senior Leaders 


ormer Miami coach Dennis Erickson loved it when his 

players mixed it up during practice. It was a sign of inten- 

sity he said, especially during the spring, when jobs were 
scarce and competition keen. But that was also when the Hurri- 
canes carried their swashbuckling image with a sense of purpose, 
forged over a decade of excellence, and enforced by strong 
senior leadership. 

Today, Miami is rebuilding. Jobs are wide open. With the 
loss of 11 starters from last season’s 9-3 Big East co-champi- 
onship squad, senior leadership has not yet been solidified. So 
when one of Miami’s spring practices this year turned into a 
series of scuffles between offensive and defensive linemen, coach 
Butch Davis fumed. 

“We had too many mental distractions, too many things that 
were disruptive,” Davis said. “Fights, cheap shots, stupid mental 
mistakes. Leaders have to step forward. The guys who are 
seniors, the guys who truly know the right way to do things.” 

When pressed to reveal those seniors, Davis said, “I don’t 
know. You'd have to ask them.” 

It’s going to be that kind of season for Miami, which will con- 
tinue the fight to regain its lofty status while struggling to find the 
right pieces to allow it do so, especially on defense. 

“Defensively,” Davis said, “this is probably the youngest 
most-inexperienced team I've ever been around.” 

Here’s who's not around any more: Defensive ends Kenny 
Holmes and Kenard Lang, both high draft choices by the NFL; 
linebackers James Burgess, Tony Coley and Twan Russell, all fast 
and all experienced; team MVP Tremain Mack, Earl Little and 


1996: 9-3 overall; 6-1 Big East (co-champ) 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The defense, 


Marcus Wimberly, all out of the secondary. 

Looking for replacement parts was that much harder thanks 
to NCAA recruiting sanctions. Miami had just 75 players on the 
roster as spring practice began, just 63 on scholarship. 

Still, all is not lost. If nothing else, Miami is stocked with ath- 
letes and speed, two things that can make up for a lot of short- 
comings, especially on defense. 

And there is some confirmed talent. 

Returning at cornerback is senior Duane Starks, who led the 
team with three interceptions last season. Senior Denny Fortney, 
who has started 23 consecutive games at defensive tackle, was 
moved to defensive end. That made room for redshirt freshman 
Damione Lewis. The 6-2, 275-pounder was the state of Texas’ 
1995 high school defensive player of the year, and is considered 
a future star. 

Too bad, the Hurricane defense, which has only four seniors 
on its two-deep roster, has to play for the now. The unit was 
plagued by poor tackling throughout the spring. And though it 
made great strides as the spring continued, especially on the 
line, the unit was consistently lit up by its more seasoned offen- 
sive counterpart. 

“The defense learned that if you don’t step up and make 
some plays, you'll get it hung on you,” Davis said. “We've got 
a lot of work to be done before we're in the shape we need to be 
for the start of the season. We can’t wait to get good the last 
five games.” 

The offense should be good from the start. Senior Ryan 
Clement may not be the prettiest passer you've ever seen, but 
he completed 60 percent of his throws a 
year ago, and threw 19 touchdowns with 
just eight interceptions. He’s also become 
the gritty leader Miami had lacked at the 
position since Gino Torretta held the job 


COACH: Butch Davis — At UM and Over- 
all: 17-6, 2 years. 

RETURNING STARTERS: 11; 7 Offense, 3 
Defense, Kicker/Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Ryan Clement, 
DE Denny Fortney, WR Jammi German, 
RB Edgerrin James, TE Chris Jones, DT 
Damione Lewis, CD Duane Starks 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Ryan Clement is a 
solid quarterback and strong leader. He 
can also get the ball downfield, which 
shouldn't be too tough with a healthy 
Jammi German starting at receiver. 
Miami is also stocked at running back, 
and has a fairly seasoned offensive line. 


which carried the Hurricanes through 
most of the ‘90s, lost eight starters, 
including NFL-bound defensive ends 


Kenny Holmes and Kenard Lang, and all | 


its starting linebackers. There’s talent 
there, and Miami's standard 4-3 scheme 
runs on athleticism. But look for early 
growing pains. 

OVERVIEW: Look for some basketball 
scores this season if the Hurricane 
offense clicks as predicted, and the 
defense can’t get up to speed. The 
defense is such a question mark, we'll 
have to wait for the season opener at 
Baylor to make a final judgment. 


in 1992. 

Unlike Torretta, however, Clement has a 
backfield considered to be the team’s deepest 
position. The Hurricanes averaged 147 yards 
on the ground last season, and were led by 
junior Dyral McMillan, who went for 565. 

But all eyes will be on sophomore sensa- 
tion Edgerrin James. As a true freshman 
last season, the 6-1, 220-pounder rushed 
for 446 yards and two touchdowns. That's 
119 less yards than McMillan. But James 
rushed 40 less times. 

The receivers will not be overshadowed. 
Though the unit lost Yatil Green to the 
NFL, Jammi German is back and healthy 


| for his senior season. He has also put his 
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legal troubles behind him after serving six ters have hampered him for four years. done a tremendous job,” Davis said, “not 
months of house arrest in connection with “T’ve barely had my foot in the water only at the point of attack, but flying down 
burglary and battery charges against a in terms of the things I’m capable of the field and trying to get into the secondary 
member of the UM track team. doing,” he said. “I feel like things are to break running backs free.” 

This is kind of a last stand for Ger- going to work out for me.” Forget free. Nothing will come easy 
man, who came to UM out of Fort Myers, Working out in front of both running for the Hurricanes this season. But in yet 
Fla., as the nation’s No. 1 recruit. He backs and receivers is an offensive line that another rebuilding season in Coral Gables, 
boasted as a freshman he'd win a Heis- averages 6-4, 292 pounds, and has three it’s comforting to know the team still has 
man Trophy. But injuries and legal mat- returning starters. “Our offensive line has its fighting spirit. 
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LOUISVILLE 


CARDINALS 


Offense Must Improve If Cards Can Soar 


ouisville’s defense was one of the best in Division I-A 
a year ago. The Cardinals finished ranked No. 4 in the 
country in rushing defense and total defense. Only 
West Virginia, North Carolina and Florida State were ahead 
of Louisville. 
West Virginia and North Carolina played in the Gator Bowl 


on New Year’s Day. Florida State played for the national champi- 


onship in the Sugar Bowl on Jan. 2. 

Louisville? The Cardinals spent their holidays opening Christ- 
mas presents. Teams that have losing records — Louisville fin- 
ished 5-6 — have a habit of doing that. 

A lot of Louisville's problems were pointed at the offense, 
which finished No. 91 in Division I-A in total yards per game, 


including only 94.5 rushing yards per game. The Cardinals could- 


n't even outgain some individuals last season. 

New offensive coordinator Don Kirkpatrick hopes to put 
some energy in Louisville’s offense, which returns nine starters 
from last season. Kirkpatrick, last year’s quarterback coach, takes 
over for departed Bret Ingalls. 

One of the first things Kirkpatrick wants to improve on is 
turnovers. Or the lack of. Louisville lost 18 fumbles and were 
intercepted 17 times last season and had one of the worst 
turnover margins in Divison I-A. 

“It got contagious,” Kirkpatrick said. “We threw more inter- 
ceptions than ever before. We got behind in a lot of games. And 
we fumbled a lot. It was a matter of a lot of young kids playing. 
There were some mental and physical mistakes.” 


CARDINALS At A GLANCE 


1996: 5-8 overall, 2-3 Conference USA 
(Tie/3rd) 

COACH: Ron Cooper — At Louisville: 
12-10, 2 years; Overall: 22-23, 4 


RETURNING STARTERS: 17; 9 Offense, 7 
Defense, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: DE Kendrick 
Gholston, WR Miguel Montano, QB 
Chris Redman, LB Terry Rice-Locket, TE 
lbn Green, DT Matt Conway 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Sophomore Chris 
Redman is one of the top young quar- 
terbacks in the country after throwing 
for 1,773 yards as a freshman. 
Miguel Montano, possibly the best 
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receiver in Conference USA, will be 

his primary target. And watch out for 

lbn Green, a talented blocker and 
receiver who was switched from full- 
years back to tight end. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The secondary is 
shaky. Sophomore free safety Court- 
ney Dinkins is the only healthy starter 
returning. Senior John Fuqua is recov- 
ering from reconstructive knee surgery. 

OVERVIEW: Louisville couldn’t produce a 
winning season last year despite hav- 
ing the fourth-best defense in Divison I- 
A. This year? The offense will be 
better, the defense will be worse and 
the record will be about the same. 


Louisville couldn't have had any worse luck at the running 
back position: 

¢ Junior Frank Moreau’s season lasted seven carries, tearing 
his anterior cruciate ligament and ending his year in the season 
opener against Kentucky. 

¢ Senior Donnell Gordon suffered a shoulder injury in the first 
quarter against Cincinnati, which forced him to miss the final 
three games. He still led the Cardinals with 433 yards. 

¢ Junior Otis Floyd missed the Memphis and North Carolina 
games with an ankle injury. 

All three are back this season along with sophomore Tendai 
Charasika and junior Raphael Cooper, a transfer from Minnesota. 

After injuries to Moreau, Gordon and Floyd, Charasika 
started two games as a freshman and gained 318 yards. 

Cooper, who sat out last season, was Minnesota's second- 
leading rusher in 1995 with 471 yards on 112 carries and led the 
Golden Gophers with a 21.5-yard average on kickoff returns. 

The talent pool is so deep the Cardinals moved fullback Ibn 
Green to tight end. Louisville will also try a two-back set to take 
advantage of the talented group returning. 

Louisville fans are dying to see those guys play, but they are 
even more excited about sophomore quarterback Chris Redman, 
one of the top young quarterbacks in the country. 

Said Kirkpatrick: “We expect him to do better this year.” 
That's not good news for Louisville’s opponents. Redman 
came off the bench for Jason Payne to complete 18 of 27 passes 

for 325 yards and three touchdowns in a come-from-behind vic- 
tory over Michigan State. One week later, 
Redman broke three school passing 
records by completing 35 of 63 passes for 
400 yards against Southern Mississippi 
in his first career start. 

Redman started the final five games of 
the year and passed for 1,773 yards and 
eight touchdowns, the best freshman sea- 
son of any quarterback in school history. 

“He was somewhat limited a year 
ago,” Kirkpatrick said. “He didn’t have 
any experience starting until the second half 
of the season. But he has learned how to 
line up and where to throw it.” 

Redman learned last year who to 
throw it to. His main target is senior 
wide receiver Miguel Montano, who is 
45 catches short of the career school 
reception record. Montano caught a 
team-high 48 passes for 602 yards 


Q) continued on page 205. 
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MEMPHIS 


‘TIGERS 


Tigers Building On Huge Win Over UT 


ovember 9, 1996 went down as a momentous day in 

Memphis history. 

It might not have shaken the world the way previous 
events in Memphis did — such as the day Elvis died, or the day 
Martin Luther King was shot — but on this date, Memphis was 
epicenter of one of the college football world’s most cataclysmic 
happenings in years. 

The Liberty Bowl stadium scoreboard told the amazing story: 
Memphis 21, Tennessee 17. 

Yes, that Tennessee. The one ranked No. 6 in the country, 
still harboring national championship hopes in November ... and 
setting its holiday calendar for a Bowl Alliance game. That one. 

Perhaps only one other day in the city’s sports history — 
March 26, 1973, when Memphis played UCLA and Bill Walton 
for the NCAA basketball championship — was as big or bigger to 
sports fans in town. 

“I never realized beating Tennessee would have this amount 
of far-reaching effects,” Memphis coach Rip Scherer said. 

The victory was enormous. After the game, televised by CBS 
because of the marquee drawing power of the Vols and quarter- 
back Peyton Manning, the record crowd of 65,885 stormed the 
field and tore down the goal posts. 

The game was recognized as the Alka-Selzer Upset of the 
Year, and will be replayed continuously at the College Football 
Hall of Fame for a year. 

Kevin Cobb's acrobatic, 95-yard touchdown return, in which 
he performed a 360-degree turn on his elbow, received an ESPY 
as the Fan’s Choice college football play of the year. 

The biggest achievement is in the interest level in Memphis 
football, which has skyrocketed since the Tennessee game. It’s a 


Tiers At A GLANCE 


much-needed shot in the arm for a program that has not won 
seven games in a season since 1974. 

Winning — which Scherer has done only seven times in two 
seasons on campus, will be the biggest selling point. And Scherer 
must have a sound defense in order to accomplish that this season 
... or even if the Tigers are going to match the 4-7 record of 1996. 

Gone are all-stars Tony Williams at tackle, Richard Hogans at 
middle linebacker and Keith Spann at free safety. So are four 
other defensive starters. 

McKenzie — a Conference USA All-Freshman pick last year 
— returns at cornerback, along with Kevin Cobb, free safety 
Jeremy Stewart and defensive tackle Marquis Bowling. 

“We want a certain intensity on defense, a swarming to the 
ball,” defensive coordinator Jim Pletcher said. “We want some 
of the seniors to step up on defense and grab the other players 
by the throat and get them going. We've got the ability to be a 
good unit.” 

The Tigers have had that attitude in the past, finishing No. 3 
nationally in total defense in 1992 and 1994, and 14th in 1993. 
But last year’s defense allowed 361.8 yards a game, which 
ranked 55th in Division I-A. 

Pletcher had to go to the offensive side to get some help on 
defense. Last year’s starting fullback, 6-foot, 220-pound senior 
Chris Reeves, is the probable starter at outside linebacker. 

Memphis has had its problems on offense in recent years, but 
if the Tigers can find a quarterback to get the group of talented 
receivers the ball, they will be OK. 

There isn’t any doubt about the top three receivers, possibly 
the best trio in the conference. Junior split end Richie Floyd led 
the Tigers with 43 catches for 600 yards last year. Senior 
Chancy Carr added 24 for 285 yards, and 
sophomore flanker Damien Dodson had 21 
receptions for 231. Each, though, had only 
one touchdown reception. 


1996: 4-7 overall, 2-3 Conference USA 
(Tie/3rd) 

COACH: Rip Scherer — At Memphis: 
7-15-0, 2 years; Overall: 36-35-0, 
6 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 12; 7 Offense, 
A Defense, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Richie Floyd, 
CB Mike McKenzie, DE Marquis Bowl- 
ing, TB Teofilo Riley, RS Kevin Cobb 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The top three 
receivers of 1996 — Richie Floyd, 
Chancy Carr and Damien Dodson — 
return and are expected to create 


problems for any opposing secondary. 
They combined for 88 catches for 
1,116 yards and three touchdowns 
last season. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Filling the holes 
in the middle of the defense, replacing 
tackle Tony Williams, linebacker 
Richard Hogans and free safety 
Keith Spann. 

OVERVIEW: Can the Tigers pull off 
another Alka-Selzer Upset of the Year? 
Or will coach Rip Scherer need same 
of the plop-plop, fizz-fizz stuff to get 
him through the season? 


To try to produce more points, Scherer 
has installed co-offensive coordinators in 
Rusty Burns and David Magazu — former 
college teammates who will try to find a 
starting quarterback from three candidates. 

“We have more people over there at quar- 
terback who can make plays,” Scherer said of 
senior Bernard Oden, redshirt freshman 
Kenton Evans and sophomore Jason Harris. 

Like the kinds of plays that Qadry 
Anderson made as the senior quarterback 
against Tennessee on that unforgettable 
Saturday afternoon last November? That's 
the idea. 

— Robert Wilson 
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SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 


GOLDEN EAGLES 


Roberts Has USM Eveing Title 


ee Roberts will be the first to say he isn't Brett Favre. 

But Southern Mississippi fans can’t forget last year’s 

56-49 overtime loss at Houston when Roberts shattered 
Favre’s single-season passing record by 53 yards. 

And they are still buzzing about Roberts’ debut as the Eagles’ 
starting quarterback in midseason a year ago. He broke two sin- 
gle-game passing marks — consecutive completions and highest 
completion percentage, neither held by Favre — in a lopsided 
victory at East Carolina on ESPN. 

Roberts gave Eagle boosters plenty of promise a year ago — 
and a lot brought up Favre as a comparison — when he broke 
four school passing records despite only starting in the final 
six games. 

Roberts not only destroyed Favre’s single-game passing yards 
record and recorded two accuracy marks for a single game, but 
he also broke head coach Jeff Bower's 23-year-old mark for best 
completion percentage in a season. Roberts completed 60.8 of 
his passes, 2.3 percent better than Bower in 1973. 

In fact, Roberts would have finished No. 5 in Division I-A in 
passing efficiency if he had enough attempts. But since he started 
only the final six games — he was third team before then — 
Roberts didn’t qualify. 

All the attention and Favre comparisons hasn’t gotten to 
Roberts. The modest, yet confident Pace, Fla., native isn’t about 
to rest on his laurels. 

“I can always improve on my performance,” Roberts said. “I 
know I can be better than the last time I played.” 

Statements like that make Eagle coaches and fans smile. If 
Roberts gets any better, Southern Miss might be headed for a 
bowl game, something that fans in Hattiesburg haven't had the 


GOLDEN EAGLES 


1996: 8-3 overall, 4-1 Conference USA 
(Tie/1st) 

COACH: Jeff Bower — At Southern Miss 
and overall: 34-34-1, 6 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 8 Offense, 
7 Defense, Punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: MLB Marchant 
Kenney, QB Lee Roberts, TB Eric 
Booth, CB Patrick Surtain, S Perry 
Phenix, DE Adalius Thomas, WR 
Sherrod Gideon 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The tailback 
position is loaded, so much so that 
the coaches moved backup Brandon 


knee surgery. 


At A GLANCE 


Francis to receiver. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The kicking 
games is a question mark with junior 
college signee Tim Hardaway 
unproven in Division | competition and 
punter Jamie Purser recovering from 


OVERVIEW: The Eagles have the most 
talented players in Conference USA, 
but a rugged non-league schedule 
(away games with Florida, Alabama 
and Tennessee) could cause problems 
in their run for the league title. 


pleasure of since No. 4 left for the NFL. 

Bower hasn't been satisfied with his offense for most of his 
six years as head coach. He’s been through several offensive 
coordinators, including himself, but has yet to have the complete 
season like when Favre was throwing passes in the late 1980s. 

Like a year ago when Southern Miss finished No. 104 
in rushing and No. 100 in total offense among the 111 
Divison I-A teams. 

But with Roberts, along with a talented group of running 
backs and receivers and a few experienced linemen, Bower is set 
to watch his offense outscore its opponents this season. 

Bower fired Norman Joseph after three seasons and brought 
in Larry Kueck to run his offense, primarily a one-back set whose 
objective is to spread the defense so thin they will be easy targets 
for big yardage on the ground and in the air. 

Kueck did it at the Division I-AA level last season, leading 
Marshall to the national title and averaging 43 points per game in 
the process. 

He’s got plenty to work with at USM: eight returning starters, 
including Roberts and tailback Eric Booth, one of the most tal- 
ented players in Conference USA. Also back are wide receiver 
Sherrod Gideon, guard Kasey Keith, tackles Shederick Blackmon 
and O’Lester Pope and tight end Terry Hardy. The depth is so 
good at tailback, Southern Miss moved elusive scatback Brandon 
Francis to receiver. 

Kueck wasn’t the only offensive coach walking into Hatties- 
burg this spring. Bower has an entire new offensive staff — quite 
remarkable considering the Eagles won eight games a year ago. 

Running backs coach Mike Williams became the head coach at 
Jacksonville (Ala.) State, offensive line coach Mark McHale went to 
C-USA rival Louisville, and Joseph and tight 
ends coach Lonnie Hansen were fired. 

Steve Buckley (running backs), Danny 
Baker (tight ends) and Petey Perot (offen- 
sive line) joined Kueck as newcomers. 
Bower hopes the new faces will bring 
something to the offense that the defense 
has had for years: a solid, consistent perfor- 
mance every Saturday. 

Middle linebacker Marchant Kenney is 
Mr. Consistency. The 6-2, 221-pound 
senior had 141 tackles last season. Corner- 
back Patrick Surtain isn’t bad, either (six 
interceptions in 1996). Then, there’s Adal- 
ius Thomas and Robert Brown up front. 

With that lineup, Roberts should get 
plenty of chances to lead his team down 
the field. 

— Robert Wilson 
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TULANE 


‘= GREEN WAVE 


Newest Bowden Hopes To Turn The Wave Around 


or the past three years, Tommy Bowden's name surfaced 

when head coaching jobs opened at schools throughout 

the country, including Kentucky, Ole Miss, Louisville and 
Baylor. For awhile, it seemed as if he was involved in more 
“rumors” than Madonna, and with good reason. With his name 
and his resume, it was only a matter of time before Tommy Bow- 
den ended up as a head coach of a Division I-A football program. 
But when it finally happened, the same question came to the lips 
of many who had followed Bowden’s career. Why Tulane? 

“That was my first thought, too,” Bowden admits. “But then I 
started looking at the situation.” 

Once the 42-year-old son of Florida State coach Bobby Bow- 
den and the brother of Auburn coach Terry Bowden got past 
Tulane’s nine consecutive losing seasons and only four winning 
seasons in the last 20, its lack of reputation and tradition and its 
high academic expectations, he focused on the possibilities: its 
New Orleans location, its new affiliation with Conference USA, 
and the lack of external pressure that come with the job. 

“My name brings high expectations, because of Daddy's suc- 
cess and Terry's success, and I expect that from myself, too. | 
wouldn't have taken the job if I didn’t think there was some 
chance that we'd have success,” says Bowden, who spent the 
previous six seasons at Auburn under first Pat Dye, then his 
brother Terry. “But you have to be realistic when you consider 
what's been accomplished here in the past. Six wins at Florida 
State or Auburn will get you unemployed. Six wins here might 
get you elected governor.” 

Before Bowden can stir the local populace into a football 
frenzy, he'll have to find a way to win with a group of players 
who have a lot to learn about winning. “The philosophy | take is 
that it’s kind of like having an ugly baby: it doesn’t matter what 
they look like, they're yours, regardless,” Bowden says. “What- 


GREEN Wave At A GLANCE 


1996 RECORD: 2-9 overall, 1-4 Confer- 
ence USA (6th) 

COACH: Tommy Bowden — first year 

RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 3 offense, 9 
defense, punter, kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Shaun King, TE 


doesn’t help. 


Cory Geason, TB Jamaican Dartez, LBs 
Brian Williams and Derrick Singleton, K 
Brad Palazzo, P Brad Hill. 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Defense (line- 
backer), quarterback, kicking specialists, 


head coach’s offensive background. a bumpy road. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Losing tradition, 
lack of depth and overall talent, loss of 
all five offensive linemen and both 
starters at wide receiver. Schedule 


OVERVIEW: With Bowden's hiring, hope 
springs anew at Tulane. Unfortunately 
for Bowden, hope won't be enough. It 
will take time to build a winner at 
Tulane, and Bowden’s first season in 
New Orleans might be a rough ride on 


ever it is, we've got to take it and do the best we can with it.” 

That means doing the best he can with an offense 
that returns only three starters: quarterback Shaun King, tight end 
Cory Geason and halfback Jamaican Dartez. The Green Wave lost 
all five starters on the offensive line, both starting wide receivers 
and its starting fullback off a team that went 2-9 last year. 

With so few returning weapons and so many uncertainties, 
Bowden will attempt to build an offense around an up-tempo, 
wide-open attack that will include everything from the basic 
Lformation to the four-receiver, shotgun, no-huddle style Bowden 
helped install at Auburn. 

In Geason, the Green Wave has an all-conference selection 
who caught 16 passes for 134 yards and two touchdowns last 
year, while Dartez returns after rushing for 583 yards and three 
touchdowns, second best on the team. The most important 
player, however, is King, who had to start as a true freshman 
because of injuries and started all 11 games last year as a sopho- 
more, completing 132 of 273 passes for 1,574 yards and eight 
touchdowns, with seven interceptions. “He’s got some promise 
and some ability and he’s in his third year, so he’s been in the 
fire,” Bowden says. “That will be awful helpful.” 

While the offense learns the Bowden system, the defense will 
rely on the return of seven starters, including linebackers Brian 
Williams and Derrick Singleton, and both kicking specialists, 
placekicker Brad Palazzo and punter Brad Hiill. 

Williams led the Green Wave with 100 tackles last season, 
while Singleton made 77 in just eight games. They'll be joined by 
defensive tackle Dennis O'Sullivan (team-high 11 tackles for 
losses last year), defensive end Shane Marshall (team-high four 
sacks in 96), cornerbacks Tellius Carr and Michael Jordan 
(school record 15 pass breakups), and safety Kevin Dukes. 

While Tulane no longer has to face the likes of LSU, 
Alabama and Florida State, Bowden still 
has to find a way to compete in the emerg- 
ing Conference USA. The Green Wave 
must face two new league additions, East 
Carolina and Army, and take on non-con- 
ference opponents Syracuse, Rice, South- 
western Louisiana and Ole Miss. 

That's not good news for a team 
that went 1-4 in the C-USA last year 
and lost its last seven games in a row, 
despite an impressive 34-14 victory over 
preseason C-USA favorite Cincinnati in 
the opener. 

While it’s not the SEC, it remains a dif- 
ficult task for any coach, regardless of his 
name and his resume. 

— Richard Scott 
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CONFERENCE 


onference USA made a statement 
in its first year as a football league 
in 1996, 

And it is ready to add an exclamation 
point in 1997. 

East Carolina, an up-and-coming pro- 
gram in the 1990s, joined the league and 
will immediately begin play in the seven- 
team league. By all accounts, the inclusion 
of the Pirates gives C-USA more strength 
in a league still striving for respectability. 

And the conference made another 
move in that direction when it enticed 


Army to join in March, although the Cadets _5. Houston 

will not begin league play in football until 

the 1998 season. 6. Memphis 
“It will allow us to take the Army tearm 97st etrstrersernrens 

to the heartland of America’s Army,” said 7. Tulane 


Lt. Gen, Daniel Christman, superintendent 
of the academy. “Soldiers will have a 
chance to cheer, chant, and maybe even 
chest-pump for the great old Army team.” 

Don't blame C-USA commissioner 
Mike Slive if he does a little chest-pumping 
himself along with the presidents of the 
other league schools. 

Getting East Carolina was considered a 
coup after the league at first bumbled 
through some early discussions about 
including the Pirates — whom many per- 
ceived as a fine match for the Big East 
Conference. But then, adding Army to the mix was icing. 

“Army gives us an entry into the New York market we 
haven't had,” Southern Mississippi athletic director Bill McLellan 
said. “Down the road, we'll have to see how much it helps from 
the financial standpoint.” 

If the C-USA was selling stock, this would be the time to 
invest. It’s growing, and it looks like it will only get better. 

“One of our goals was to make the football league on the 
same level as our men’s basketball league,” Slive said. “When 
we started our league, our men’s basketball teams had instant 
credibility. Our football league is starting to get it, too. We got 
some last year in our first season. Just look at what some of our 
teams did.” 

In the first week of the season, Southern Miss upset Georgia 
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USA PICKS 


Conference USA made 
a statement in its first year 
as a football league in 1996. 
And it is ready to 
add an exclamation 
point in 1997. 


and Louisville beat Kentucky. But those 
accomplishments were trumped a few 
weeks later when Memphis — a team 
unable to win half of its games against 
C-USA competition — shocked the college 
football world with a 21-17 victory over 
No. 6 Tennessee. 

That's not all: 

e C-USA had the largest increase in 
attendance of any Division I-A conference. 

¢ C-USA ranked No. 7 in the final 
Sagarin rankings, but if 1996 independent 
East Carolina was included, the league 
would have been No. 5, ahead of the 
Atlantic Coast Conference and Big East. 

e C-USA members had 24 TV appear- 
ances in 1996. Southern Miss, which had 
played in only 14 TV games in school his- 
tory, enjoyed the exposure of seven 
appearances last year. 

¢ Louisville ranked No. 4 nationally in 
rushing and total defense. Southern Miss 
was No. 2 in turnover margin. Houston was 
tied with Arizona State as the most 
improved team in Division I-A. 

¢ Louisville's Sam Madison and 
Tyrus McCloud, and Southern Mississippi's 
Marchant Kenney were named to 
All-America teams. Houston tailback 
Antowain Smith was a first-round NFL 
draft pick. Slive expects even bigger 
news from the league this year. 

“We are not only playing good schedules outside our confer- 
ence, but we are developing rivalries within our league,” he said. 
“This should be an even better season than last year.” 

And as it gets better, it will get bigger. East Carolina in 1997. 
Army in 1998. UAB will be added to the football league in 1999, 
to go with its membership in other sports. And South Florida and 
Navy are both potential future members. 

And there’s talk of the league gaining a second bow tie-in; 
the addition of the Music City Bowl in Nashville beginning in 
1998 at least opens up an extra at-large spot for which the 
league can compete. The C-USA champion has a four-year deal 
as the host school of the Liberty Bowl, but after seeing Southern 
Miss stay home with an 8-3 record last season, the league desper- 
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Every University of Tennessee 
sports fan would love 
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the #1 UT football weekly... 


BIGIORANGE 
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e Begun in 1990, Big Orange Illustrated is the most 
comprehensive coverage available on University of 
Tennessee sports. 

e The best recruiting coverage on the Big Orange! 

¢ Not asmall newsletter, but a full-size, 20+ page tabloid 
loaded with UT sports information. 
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upcoming games with in-depth analysis found nowhere 
else. 

e Join 1000's of subscribers from Japan to Texas, California 
to Alaska! 

© One year only $39.95! 

VISA and MasterCard accepted. 


Kendrick Gholston Louisville 


Jeremy Borseth Louisville 


ately needs another bowl opportunity. 
“We are in discussions with several bowls,” Slive said. 
“There are several more bowls being added, and that will open 


up more slots for us. We don’t want what happened last year to Order Now!! 


happen again.” 


If the league continues in the direction it started last season 
... it won't. = = - 


— Robert Wilson 
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SEC LEAGUE LEADERS 


RUSHING RECEPTIONS PER GAME 
Name, SCHOOL G Car Yarps Ave TD Yps/G Name, SCHOOL Games Rec Yps_ TD Rec/G 
Duce Staley, South Carolina ORAS a Oy Losi 39 9124.0 | Joey Kent, Tennessee 1] 68 1080 Fi 6:2 
Kevin Faulk, LSU 11 248 1282° 5.213 116.6.) | Reidel Anthony, Florida 12 72 12932 N85 260 
Dennis Riddle, Alabama 12242" 1079451 89.9 | Marcus Nash, Tennessee 1] 53 688 3> 4i8 
Oscar Malone, Arkansas Ll 197% S8iaarad yl A 74.0 | Hines Ward, Georgia 11 52. +900 BSA. 
Robert Edwards, Georgia Le 84 BOOS 44:35) AON 8727, Anthony Eubanks, Arkansas —11 5] 809 5 46 
Jay Graham, Tennessee DMO 797A 72.5 Ike Hilliard, Florida 11 47 900 10 43 
John Avery, Mississippi LIST ABs 4dr SETA Karsten Bailey, Auburn a 45 592-— irae 
Fred Taylor, Florida OP 104629" 60'S 869.9 Ta'boris Fisher, Mississippi 10 40 417 0 4.0 
Derick Logan, Kentucky Lie 190 Se 700R 8 3:7. Ses 03:6 Juan Daniels, Georgia 1] 37 663 ce! 
Elijah Williams, Florida 125 106" TOA 36:3" "AS 55:9" || Tyrone Goodson, Auburn 11 36 643 6F ¥3i3 
INTERCEPTIONS TOTAL OFFENSE 
So eee ae gees 
Kevin Jackson, Alabama 12 7 44 ] 0.6 Danny Wuerffel, Florida 12 -100 3625 3525 293.8 
Marcus Campbell, Arkansas 10 5 52 0 0.5 Peyton Manning, Tennessee 11 -131 3287 3156 286.9 
| Jayson Bray, Auburn 9 4 4] ] 0.4 _Dameyune Craig, Auburn 11 207 2297 2504 227. | 
Fred Weary, Florida 12 5 117 ] 0.4 Mike Bobo, Georgia 11-201 «2440 2239 203.6 
Terry Fair, Tennessee 10 4 94 0 0.4 Anthony Wright, South Carolina 11 90 1850 1940 176.4 
7 | Herb Tyler, LSU 1] 245 1688 1933 175.7 | 
ns | = Freddie Kitchens, Alabama 12 -127 2124 1997 166.4 
Name, SCHOOL Games FGA FG Pct FG/G | Pete Burks, Arkansas 1 74 1390 1464 133.1 
Jaret Holmes, Auburn MW 20-13 65.0 12 | | Duce Staley, South Carolina 9 1116 0 1116 124.0 
Jeff Hall, Tennessee Tite ese 25 609 Kevin Faulk, LSU 1) 1282.7 ~«(1289 «+117. 
Brian Cunningham, Alabama 9 1] Sees 27 V0.9 = = = — 
Todd Latourette, Arkansas 1] 14 OF ,64:3' 0:8) aI PUNTING 
Bart Edmiston, Florida i 7 9 529 08 |  (;RIRRREET Games No 
== = : = = | Bill Marinangel, Vanderbilt 11 77 3586 46.6 
Andy Russ, Mississippi State 1] 53 2466 46.5 
NAME, SCHOOL G_ 1D XP_ FP _ Pts_Pis/PG Hayden Stockton, Alabama 12 73 3088 42.3 
Reidel Anthony, Florida 12 18 2 0 110 9.2 Chad Kessler, SU hip SOL ARe 423 
Bart Edmiston, Florida W109) 8S Jaret Holmes, Auburn 1 «6 48~—2018~—S« 2.0 
Kevin Faulk, LSU 1] 14 0 0 84 7.6 = = 
Jaret Holmes, Aubun 11 0 43 13 82 7.5 ALL-PURPOSE YARDS 
Dennis Riddle, Alabama 12 14 0 0 84 7.0 | Name, SCHOOL G Rush Rec Ret Yarps Yps/PG 
Jeff Hall, Tennessee 11 0 47 10 = 77 7.0 | Kevin Faulk, LSU 11 1282 134 688 2104 191.3 
Jay Graham, Tennessee W112 OFErO 72 66 Duce Staley, South Carolina 9 1116 253 115 1484 164.9 
Jacquez Green, Florida 12 12 0 0 (2 EO Reidel Anthony, Florida 12 27 1293 203 1523 126.9 
Rondell Mealey, [SU Lie it 0 0 66 6.0 | John Avery, Mississippi 11 788 99 473 1360 123. 
| Duce Staley, South Carolina 9 9 0 0 54 6.0 Robert Isaac, MS State VT! 527 S72 658 13957 12324 
PASSING EFFICIENCY 
ce ce es a 
Danny Wuerffel, Florida 12 360 207 57.5 13 3625 39 170.6 
Peyton Manning, Tennessee 1] 380 243 64.0 12 3287 20 147.7 
| Herb Tyler, LSU 1] 187 109 58.3 8 1688 7 137.9 
| Dameyune Craig, Auburn 1] 310 169 54.5 10 2297 16 127.3 
| Anthony Wright, South Carolina 11 244 131 53.7 6 1850 8 123.3 
| Matt Wyatt, Mississippi State 10 130 64 49.2 3 830 7 116.0 
Freddie Kitchens, Alabama 12 302 152 50.3 14 2124 14 115.4 
Mike Bobo, Georgia 11 344 175 50.9 16 2440 13 113.6 
Paul Head, Mississippi 9 172 104 60.5 8 1014 5 110.3 
Pete Burks, Arkansas 1 224 115 S13 9 1390 6 104.3 


RETURNING PLAYER IN BOLDFACE 
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0 3 years (96 issues) for $85.00 


State Zip +4 


D5 Enclosed find check or money order in the amount of $ 
DALLAS COWBOYS OFFICIAL WEEKLY. 
0 Charge to my [] MasterCard [Visa [] AmexExp. Date 


made payable to 


Credit Card Number (Use a dash where there is a space) 


Runners, Defensive Linemen are SEC's Strengths 


BY JIMMY 


HYAMS 


QUARTERBACKS 


The SEC has had a quarterback finish in the top five of the 
Heisman Trophy voting four years in a row, and Tennessee’s 
Peyton Manning should continue that streak. He is favored to 
give the SEC back-to-back Heisman Trophy winners at quarter- 
back, following Florida’s brilliant Danny Wuerffel. Manning 
already holds 19 school records. 

Although Wuerffel is gone, the SEC returns eight starters at 
quarterback. The Gators’ Doug Johnson is an unproven sopho- 
more who plays pro baseball during the summer, but how can 
anyone doubt that Steve Spurrier will have a productive passer? 

Two teams with high aspirations — Alabama and Georgia — 
must get better play from Freddie Kitchens and Mike Bobo. 

No. Team Summary 


RUNNING BACKS 


Seldom has the SEC featured more fine running backs at one time. 
LSU’s Kevin Faulk had a league-best 1,282 yards and his two 
backups, Kendall Cleveland and Rondell Mealey, have had 10- 
touchdown seasons. Florida is so deep, leading rusher Elijah 
Williams moved to cornerback. Georgia goes four-deep at tailback. 
Alabama's Dennis Riddle has surpassed 2,000 yards the last two 
years combined. Ole Miss’ John Avery rushed for 788 yards in five 
starts. Mississippi State’s Keffer McGee had 1,000 yards in 1995. 
The only teams without a proven running back are Ten- 
nessee, Vanderbilt and Kentucky. 
No.Team Summary 
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RECEIVERS 

The league’s three best receivers — Reidel Anthony and Ike 
Hilliard of Florida and Joey Kent of Tennessee — are gone. But 
plenty of prolific wideouts return. 

Tennessee has the best duo in Marcus Nash and Peerless 
Price (if he can rebound from a spring injury). Florida features 
Jacquez Green, who's ready to put up huge numbers. Arkansas’ 
Anthony Eubanks caught 51 passes last season, but teammate 
Anthony Lucas, who missed last season because of a knee injury, 
is almost as good. Georgia’s Hines Ward is one of three returners 
with 50-plus catches. 

Alabama's Michael Vaughn could flourish with the Tide throwing 
more this season. Auburn has a duo of solid receivers in Karsten Bai- 
ley and Tyrone Goodson, who combined for 81 catches. 

No.Team Summary 


OFFENSIVE LINE 

In a league known for its ground game, only one SEC team 
rushed for at least 200 yards per game last season — LSU. That 
could mean more emphasis on passing, or it could be an indict- 
ment of the run-blockers. 

Florida was fourth in the SEC in rushing last year, but it was 
second with 4.62 yards per attempt in a pass-oriented offense. 
The Gators’ line is better at pass protection, but it also opens 
holes for the running game. Despite losing all-stars Jeff Mitchell 
and Donnie Young, Florida has a solid line, led by Mo Collins, 
Zach Piller and Ryan Kalich. 

Tennessee returns five starters from its worst line since 1988. 
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ARE KILLED BY THE SAME MAN. 


Each day women are beaten to death by their husbands or boyfriends. Just as frightening, 
each day neighbors just like us make excuses for not getting involved. For information about how 
you can help stop domestic violence, call 1-800-END-ABUSE. 


Ad for Domestic Violence. nay violence 
Counc 


Prevention Fund 


Kentucky also returns five starters from a weak front. South Car- 
olina, Vanderbilt and Mississippi return four starters. 
NoTeam Summary _ 


Retums three stares, plus tolented backup Armegis Spearman 


Wilson ts gifted; might use Leonard Litfie some to shore up unit 


sand Ct nad Citto n hove talent 


—— 7. Alabama Lost top four linebackers, but replacements are competent 
Uys, 8. Vanderbilt AISEC Duncan, aButkus candidate, doesn’ t get much help, 
9 Arkansas C.J, McLain has star potential; Justin Brown is adequate 
10, LSU = “SEC olHreshman pick C 5 Smith is lone starter back 


ssippi State _ILB Ernest Garner (10? tackles) carries the load 


Two starters return from SEC fst scoring Gefense 


of three returning starters 


Lost three starters, tw spring, decent talen at 


Guards and center return JCh ep at tackle. 


9. Kentucky on Watts, 


issippl State 


DP! 


onderbilt it 


DEFENSIVE LINE ~ 


see ee SS oS 


The SEC is so deep with defensive linemen, the second-team All- 
SEC team could be as good as the first ... and some players rate 
among the top dozen players in the country at their positions, and 
aren't even first-team all-league. Tennessee end Leonard Little (19.5 
sacks the last two years) and Alabama defensive tackle Michael Myers 
might be the best in the country, outside and inside. 

Florida has three All-SEC candidates. Alabama, LSU and Arkan- 
sas have two each. Mississippi State's Greg Favors (SEC-best 12.5 
sacks, 25 QB pressures) is the second-best defensive end in the 
league. Tennessee has two returning starters who might get beat out. 

No SEC team allowed more than 160 rushing yards per 
game, as eight teams ranked in the top 50 nationally in run 
defense. Only Mississippi and Kentucky are weak up front. 
No.Team Summary _ 
“] | ori Jo =, “Top: in 


SECONDARY 


After eight teams averaged at least 200 passing yards per 
game in 1995, that mark was down to four last season. Credit a 
combination of improved secondary play and poor passing. 

Several stars are gone: interception leader Kevin Jackson of 
Alabama, Lawrence Wright and Anthone Lott of Florida, Ray 
Austin of Tennessee, and Corey Johnson of Georgia. 

But six of the top seven interceptors return, led by Marcus 
Campbell of Arkansas and Fred Weary of Florida. Alabama 
returns Deshea Townsend and Fernando Bryant for the second 
year in a row. Tennessee’s Terry Fair and Vanderbilt's Corey 
Chavous rank among the SEC’s premier corners. 
No.feom 


2A 
8. Auburn 
South 


Boost SEC's best Seok wore 
~best i picks, but allow 


1 Carolina 


etum four st 


dary; foes f 


: South Cr on Jina Three s 


1 20 rushing toux 


LINEBACKERS 


= 


The SEC lost several outstanding linebackers in Dwayne Rudd, 
Dwayne Curry, Ralph Staten, Tyrone Hines, James Bates and Mar- 
cellus Mostella, but this remains a quality position in the league. 

Two of the SEC’s best linebackers, Greg Bright and Brandon 
Tolbert, should shore up Georgia’s defense. Bright had 143 tack- 
les, second most in the SEC, and Tolbert 116. Likewise, Takeo 
Spikes and Ricky Neal of Auburn each had more than 100 tackles. 
Florida has its best collection of linebackers in the Steve Spurrier 
era. Jamie Duncan of Vanderbilt led the league with 151 tackles 
last year. Tennessee thinks Al Wilson has All-America potential. 
No.Team 


KICKING GAME 


Everyone, it seems, has a dangerous return specialist. Nine of 
the top 10 punt retumers and nine of the top 10 kickoff return- 
ers are back. The key factors are kickers and punters. 

Tennessee has two-time All-SEC kicker Jeff Hall, Terry Fair (he 
had two 86-yard punt returns for TDs last year) and prep All-America 
punter David Leaverton. Florida’s Jacquez Green was second in the 
SEC in punt returns, punter Robbie Stevenson averaged 42.1 yards, 
but do the Gators have a kicker? Will they need one? 

LSU’s Kevin Faulk led the SEC in punt returns and was sixth 
in kickoff returns. Auburn’s Jaret Holmes is easily the best 
punter/kicker in the league. 


No.Team Summary 
1. Tennessee Fair is excellent, Hall sufficient, only question is punter 


2, LSU Faulk, P- Cha 


3, Auburn Holmes (SEC: 


Georgia Hap Hir 


5, Florida This may be 
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LOUISVILLE TEAM STORY 
QO) continued from page 194. 


and one touchdown last season. 
He fell two passes short of becom- 
ing the second Cardinal in school 
history to have back-to-back 50- 
catch seasons. 

Redman’s also other primary 
receiver will be Green, who did 
most of his damage out of the 
backfield a year ago. Green caught 
47 passes for 535 yards and five 
touchdowns. With his move to 
tight end, Green might be even 
more dangerous as a receiver. 
That would be hard to imagine 
after setting a freshman mark for 
receptions last season. 

Louisville also returns four 
starters on the offensive line under 
new line coach Mark McHale, who 
came from rival Conference USA 
member Southern Mississippi. 
McHale's biggest chore will be 
replacing All-C-USA pick Steve 
Misetic at tackle. 

“The offense improved in all 
areas especially the offensive line 
in spring practice,” Louisville 
coach Ron Cooper said. “Our 
offense is believing in themselves. 
They think they’re going to be 
pretty good.” 

Even the Cardinal defense is 
excited about the possibilities on 
offense. Senior Kendrick Ghol- 
ston, one of the top defensive line- 
men in C-USA, almost guarantees 
a good showing by his teammates. 

“They did a lot of maturing a 
year ago,” Gholston said. “You're 
going to see them play a lot better 
this season. Montano is the go-to 
guy. Chris has another season 
under his belt. The backfield is 
strong. We're going to be solid on 
that side of the ball.” 

Louisville's defense is going to 
have to fill some big holes to 
remain as solid as it was a year 
ago. All-Americans Tyrus McCloud 
at linebacker and Sam Madison at 
cornerback will be sorely missed. 


So will Carl Powell and Leland Taylor, who combined for 18 


sacks from the defensive front. 


The Cardinals secondary is the biggest concern. The starting 
lineup against Kentucky in last year’s season opener was Madison, 
Rico Clark, Tony Bethel and John Fuqua. Madison, Clark and Bethel 
were seniors. Fuqua is recovering from reconstructive knee surgery. 
Sophomore Courtney Dinkins and senior Deran Wiley got playing 
time a year ago when Bethel and Fuqua were injured. 
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Lindy’s SEC 


“I'm going to try to be the leader for these young guys,” Ghol- 
ston said. “They are going to be looking at me as one of the better 
players in the conference. I’m going to practice hard and be a good 
example for my teammates. We're going to try to be a Top 10 
defense again, and | hope the offense can be a Top 10 offense.” 

That may be asking a bit much from the offense, but any- 
thing would be an improvement over last season. 

— Robert Wilson 
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OLE MISS TEAM STORY 
continued from page 165. 


Rebels as a quarterback and is now a starting 
linebacker, Tuberville sighed and said: 
“That's what probation has done to us.” 

The secondary is set at three spots, 
with Timothy Strickland and Ronnie 
Heard back at the safeties and Gary Thig- 
pen at one corner. Malikia Griffin is the 
other corner going into the fall, but 
Bradley Robinson is pushing him hard. 

“Malikia is the starter, but he hasn't 
eamed it yet,” Kaufman said. “Bradley 
Robinson will be a factor there.” 

Another possible cornerback: Strick- 
land. Kaufman said backup safety Jason 
Clingan played so well in the spring that 
he is toying with the idea of looking at 
Strickland at a corner in the fall and 
putting Clingan at one of the safety spots. 

What the Rebels lack in size on 
defense, Kaufman hopes they can cover 
up with speed. No one exemplifies that 
more than Wayne, a 6-foot senior middle 
linebacker who will wear No. 38 this sea- 
son as the winner of the Chucky Mullins 
Courage Award. 

Wayne is one of the fastest players on 
defense, but he doesn’t always end up in 


the right positions. 

“T’ve talked with Nate about being 
consistent,” said Kaufman. “A lot of that 
just comes with playing the position, so | 
think he'll be all right. I’ve watched him 
come a long way in the last three years. 
Of everybody on our defense right now, 
he’s the leader of the pack. He and 
Walker Jones are the two guys who are 
the most vocal.” 


“We’ve been competitive,” 
said Tuberville. 
“I was worried we'd go 
into games and come out 


50 or 60 to zero and not make 
a first down. But that hasn't 
happened. Our guys have 
really played hard 
and improved.” 


Seniors will also be counted on in 
the kicking game. Randall Green, who 
averaged nearly 40.9 yards a kick last 
year, is the punter. Steve Lindsey, who 
spent the last two years as Tim Montz’s 
backup, is now the placekicker. Rone will 
return punts. 


A 5-10, 190-POUND SENIOR RUNNING 
BACK, JOHN AVERY MAKES UP FOR WHAT 
HE LACKS IN SIZE WITH HIS SPEED, 
QUICKNESS AND CREATIVITY. 

PHOTO BY DALE ZANINE 
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Some of the most exciting moments 
last year for the Rebels came on kickoff 
returns. Avery twice went the distance for 
touchdowns, came close to breaking sev- 
eral others, and finished seventh nationally 
in returns, averaging 27.8 yards a pop. 

Sometimes teams protect their star 
running backs by keeping them off special 
teams. With limited numbers, Tuberville 
doesn’t have that luxury. Plus, he'd proba- 
bly have to drag Avery off the field kicking 
and screaming. 

“T love special teams,” Avery said. 
“Especially kickoff returns. That’s my 
bread and butter. That’s my game. | 
use my eyes and ears and run to what | 
see. Everything happens so fast; | get 
so excited.” 

If a little of that excitement rubs off 
on his teammates, and the Rebels get a 
few breaks, they could make progress 
again in “97. 

“We've been competitive,” said 
Tuberville. “I was worried we'd go into 
games and come out 50 or 60 to zero 
and not make a first down. But that hasn't 
happened. Our guys have really played 
hard and improved.” 

— Rusty Hampton 


Avery Unlocks Rebels’ Offense 


‘ohn Avery sees himself as part 
J part con man and part lock- 

smith when he carries the football 
for Ole Miss. A 5-10, 190-pound senior 
running back, Avery makes up for what 
he lacks in size with his speed, quickness 
and creativity. 

“Every defense is like a combination 
lock,” says Avery. “You keep turning 
and listening, turning and listening ...” 

Avery works with ball in arm, using 
bursts of speed to sprint past startled 
linebackers. When cornered, he throws 
on the brakes to change directions, ala 
Barry Sanders, the Detroit Lions’ All- 
Pro running back after whom Avery pat- 
terns himself. 

It was not uncommon last year 
for Avery to begin a play by sweeping 
to the left, then end it by gaining 
yardage around the right end. One such 
run resulted in a 30-yard touchdown 
against Arkansas. 

“I try to use the whole canvas, like 
an artist,” says Avery. 


And when all else fails, Avery knows 
he can make yards by doing the unex- 
pected. “Be very, very deceitful,” he 
says, laughing. “Very, very deceitful.” 

Last year, Avery needed every trick. 
He finished seventh in Southeastern 
Conference rushing, with 788 yards on 
181 carries. Often, he did so with little 
blocking and a lot of sleight of hand. 

Offensive coordinator Noel Mazzone 
wants to see what Avery can do this 
fall with a little help. That’s why Eli 
Anding, who played linebacker last year, 
was moved to H-back for this season, 
allowing the Rebels to use more two- 
back sets. 

To psych himself up for games, 
Avery watches a video in which Sanders 
makes would-be tacklers look silly. 
Wearing the same number as Sanders 
(20), Avery then goes out and tries to do 
the same thing. 

“I look at Barry Sanders and savy, 
‘God has blessed that man to have those 
kind of brakes,’” Avery says. O 
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ARKANSAS STATE INDIANS 


Corey Walker, “Mr. Everything,” is gone — taking his running 
back/receiver/kick returner records with him. 

“Mr. Almost,” however, is back. 

Junior wide receiver Lennie Johnson needs just 33 yards in 
receptions to become the ninth player in Arkansas State history to 
reach the 1,000-yard mark in a career. He'll get plenty of help in 
that category: ASU enters the 1997 season with two signal-callers 
(Jeramie Watkins and Brent Pettus) who return from a squad that 
set most of the school single-season passing records last year. 
Coaches say either quarterback is capable of starting any or all 
games, as they proved in 1996. 

With 846 net yards, running back Lamont Zachery was ASU’s 
leading rusher last season — gaining almost a first down (9.4 ypc) 
every time he touched the ball. 

A host of healthy linebackers, including returning starters 
Lavell Alexander and Koetter Little, give the Indians more depth 
and talent at that position than they've had in years. 


1996: 4-7 

COACH: Joe Hollis — At ASU: First year; Overall: 4-5-1, 1 year 

RETURNING STARTERS: 13: 5 Offense, 7 Defense, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Lennie Johnson, RB Lamont Zachery, LB Koet- 
ter Litle, QB Jeramie Watkins, CB Chappell Mitchell, RB Alastair Couch 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Sixteen offensive linemen — of varying posi- 


tions and experience — are listed on ASU’s returning roster. They'll 
provide plenty of consistency for the Indian's offensive attack. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Who will fill the gaps left by a talented pair 
of defensive ends (Gary Jackson and Tim Williams) and three 
starters from the secondary? 

OVERVIEW: Every position on the team will be up for review by new 
head coach Joe Hollis. Will Hollis’ almost entirely new staff be able 
to glean the squad's potential, thus improving ASU’s fortunes? 


SSS 


CENTRAL FLORIDA GOLDEN KKNIGHTS 


The newspaper headline touted him as “An Heir to the Air.” 
But UCF coach Gene McDowell says Daunte Culpepper actually 
makes “better snap decisions and has a better view of the entire 
field when he’s on the run,” than all-time NCAA passing leader 
Steve McNair. 

After only two seasons at UCF — including one cut short by 
injury — Culpepper already has 4,636 passing yards to his credit. 
Oh yeah, he’s also 6-5 and 235 pounds. 

Culpepper’s receivers are big-time, as well. Not the least of 
which is Todd Cleveland (59 rec., 745 yards, six TDs in eight games 
last season), a double threat who earned All-America honors as a 
kick returner in 1995, Speedy wide receiver Mark Nonsant (60- 
925-7) returns as Culpepper’s favorite target from last season. 

Three seniors — strong safety Donnell Washington, free safety 
Kenton Rickerson and cornerback Darryl Latimore) head up a 
Knights’ secondary that remains totally intact from 1996. Big-play 
Washington, a second-team all-independent selection, returned an 
interception and a fumble recovery for scores last season. 


1996; 5-6 

COACH: Gene McDowell — At UCF and Overall: 81-55, 12 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 9 Offense, 7 Defense 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Daunte Culpepper, WR/KR Todd Cleve- 
land, WR Mark Nonsant, SS Donnell Washington, LB Deaubray 
Devine, OL Ryan Gillis, DE Jermaine Benoit 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Culpepper’s arm combined with UCF's best- 
ever receiving corps. Enough said. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: When you lose three linebackers (John 
Bryant, Nakia Reddick, Kendrick Thomas) who combined for more 
than 300 tackles last season, needless to say you lose a lot. 

OVERVIEW: UCF head coach Gene McDowell says “skill-wise 
and depth-wise” the Knights will be better than last year. But 
with Nebraska and Auburn on the schedule, will they be better 
record-wise? 


———— 


LOUSIANA TECH BULLDOGS 


Like the adage goes, Louisiana Tech’s 1997 aerial attack is 
either half empty or half full — depending on how you look at it. 

Gone is the ring master from the nation’s No. 3 passing team 
(343.5 ypg). Quarterback Jason Martin departs as the school’s all- 
time passing leader — in every category. 

But Tech fans can breathe a sigh of relief when they see Josh 
Bradley’s name still on the roster. In 1996 the 6-7, 275-pounder 
ranked: No. 1 nationally in touchdowns by a tight end (7); No. 3 
with receptions by a TE (45); and No. 4 in receiving yards (531) by 
a player in his position. 

Like Bradley, placekicker Marty Kent also is an All-America 
candidate. The 1996 Lou Groza Award finalist compiled a .929 
field goal percentage last season — good for second in the nation. 
He also kicked two 51-yarders against Toledo. 

Tech’s veteran offensive line features OT Chris Crudup — at 
6-11, 375-plus pounds, the largest player in Division I-A football. 

Safety John Noel collected 129 tackles and a team-high four 
interceptions last season. He is part of a very deep defensive squad 
that returns every linebacker and all but one defensive lineman. 


1996: 6-5 

COACH: Gary Crowton — At Louisiana Tech and Overall: 6-5, 1 year 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 6 Offense, 8 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: PK Marty Kent, TE Josh Bradley, RB Bobby Ray 
Tell, DT Jarrett Procell, LB Gomeya Cooper, QB Tim Rattay, WR 
Troy Edwards 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Two All-America candidates on offense and 
an almost intact defensive squad spell improvement in 1996. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Four receivers who combined for 150 recep- 
tions, 2,222 yards and 13 TDs last season have vacated the Bull- 
dogs’ roster. 

OVERVIEW: It’s always difficult to follow the best quarterback in 
school history. But incumbent Tim Rattay, who led the juco nation in 
passing yardage (3,526) and touchdowns (28) as a freshman at 
Scottsdale (Ariz.) CC in 1995 — will give it the old college try. 
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NortTHEAST LOUISIANA INDIANS 


If you're an NFL fan, you've heard of Stan Humphries (San 
Diego) and Doug Pederson (Green Bay). You're sure to remem- 
ber Bubby Brister (now retired), too. 

Raymond Philyaw was the latest product of Northeast 
Louisiana’s quarterback factory. But he left for the CFL with 
7,061 career passing yards and the record for touchdown passes 
(52) firmly intact. 

This season junior Bo Meeks and redshirt freshmen Jason 
Grein and Daniel Jeremiah will vie for the chance to become the 
next great NLU quarterback. Whoever wins the job will have the 
pass-catching services of speedy wide receiver Marty Booker. 

Booker’s on track to become another potential all-time leader 
at NLU. And so is sophomore free safety Travis Singleton — 
who snatched five opposing quarterback passes last season. 

Felix Richardson already has his place in the school’s history 
books sewed up. As a junior college transfer last season, the 6-3, 
255-pound defensive tackle was voted the I-A All-Independent 
Newcomer of the Year. Did we mention he’s deaf? 


1996: 5-6 

COACH: Ed Zaunbrecher — At NLU and Overall: 10-23, 3 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 9 Offense, 6 Defense, Placekicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Marty Booker, DE Steve Foley, OT Shawn 
Jenkins, LB Derrick Johnson, DT Felix Richardson, SS Travis Singleton 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Ten starters — including all five linemen — 
return to the offensive side of the ball. With almost 300 pounds 


man on the line, the new quarterback’s path should be a 
it smoother. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: NLU's linebacker corps was depleted by 
graduation. A trio of highly touted newcomers have the chance for 
playing time early. They are true freshmen, however. 

OVERVIEW: Last year’s 5-6 record does not reflect NLU’s 
near-upset of SEC power Auburn. Ed Zaunbrecher’s strategy 
of stock iling young players will finally pay dividends — in wins — 
for the aaa: coach. 


SOUTHWESTERN LOUISIANA 
RAGIN’ CAJUNS 


Weighing in at more than a third of a ton combined, tackle 
Anthony Clement (6-7, 348) and guard Keith Ware (6-1, 350) 
cast big shadows on the left side of USL’s offensive line. But not 
enough to cover up the huge hole created by the departure of 
Jake Delhomme and Kenyon Cotton — Louisiana’s all-time pass- 
ing leader and the school’s leading running back, respectively. 

Five returning starters on the line, however, helps. 

So does the return of wide receiver Brandon Stokley, the 
coach’s son. After becoming the most prolific freshman receiver 
in NCAA history in 1995, the younger Stokley added 1,160 
yards last season. It’s possible the junior could become college 
football’s leading pass catcher by the time he finishes his career. 

Defensively, the Cajuns are young, with only one full-time 
starter (Chucky Woodall) back among the front seven. 

USL’s Johnson and Johnson — comerback Garrett and 
safety Charles — teamed up for 110 tackles and two intercep- 
tions for touchdowns last season. 


1996: 5-6 

COACH: Nelson Stokley — AT USL and Overall: 59-61-1, 11 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 14, 7 Offense, 5 Defense, Kicker, Punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Brandon Stokley, OG Keith Ware, OT 
Anthony Clement, C Ben Archer, LB Chucky Woodall, S Charles 
Johnson, CB Garrett Johnson 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: When Stokley and Stokley hook up, records 
are sure to fall. Nelson Stokley (the coach) needs just seven victories 
to become USL’s all-time winningest coach. His son, Brandon, is on 
pace for the NCAA receiving mark. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Cajuns lose both the national indepen- 
dent offensive and defensive players of the year in quarterback 
Jake Delhomme and safety Damon Mason. A host of young players 
have a long way to go to reach these players’ calibers. 

OVERVIEW: USL is never one to shy away from tough schedules. Will 
the inexperienced Cajuns be able to pull off another upset like they 
did in the season-opener against Texas A&M in 19962 


UAB BLAZERS 


In 1996, the UAB Blazers made the move to Division I-A. In 
two years they'll join up with Conference USA. 
This season? They'll hit the road — a lot. Trips to Kansas, 


Arizona and Virginia Tech dot UAB’s seven away-game schedule. 


Only problem is, who will lead the team on its grueling journey? 

Last year’s starting QBs, Kevin Drake and Alvin Stokes, have 
switched to wide receiver and tight end, respectively. That leads Lee 
Jolly, Daniel Dixon and Ernest Ross as the untested candidates. 

Senior tailback Carl Sanders, on the other hand, is a proven 
commodity. With 1,154 yards (and an average of 104.9 ypg), 
Sanders finished 28th among Division I-A rushers in 1996. He’s 
13th on the list as a returnee entering this season. 

Senior cornerback Dainon Sidney also can make things hap- 
pen. His five pickoffs last season ties him for fifth in the nation 
among the returning leaders. Senior safeties Izell Reese (189 
career tackles) and Alan Willis (194) both have a shot at UAB’s 
career tackle mark (274) during their final campaigns. Q 
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1996: 5-6 

COACH: Watson Brown — At UAB: 10-12, 2 years; Overall: 
42-89-1, 12 years 

RETURNING STARTERS: 17, 7 Offense, 9 Defense, Placekicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: CB Dainon Sidney, TB Carl Sanders, S Izell 
Reese, S Alan Willis, PK Jake Arians 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Tailback Carl Sanders has several UAB dis- 
finctions (first 1,000-yard rusher; school’s first TD in first season of 


Division |). Will he be the Blazers’ first All-American, as well? 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: They've been in the system. They’ve even 

learned the terminology. But what good does it do when none of 

your quarterbacks have ever taken a collegiate snap? 
OVERVIEW: Watson Brown’s Blazers surprised a few people (them- 


selves included, perhaps?) in their first season of Division I-A com- 
petition. UAB will be tested early and often again this year — but 
it's great preparation for the C-USA. 


1997 


& LUBRICANT 


CYLINDER FORMULA 
*Rexteee ie, 


*Rettiore Hor: 
eas \ reine 
‘imaro 1 ENGINE onl 


MIS LOL [tte 


When 


Performance 
Counts 


_Count on Restore! 


When you or your family are on the road, you don’t want 
your car or truck to let you down. 


Restore Automotive Products are designed specifically 

for older, high mileage vehicles. Engine Restorer & 
Lubricant repairs cylinder walls to increase lost 
compression and power. 


Radiator Restorer Sealer/Conditioner stops radiator 
leaks in seconds and can prevent future cooling 
system problems. 


: “2 IN 1” Super Fuel Injector Cleaner PLUS Octane 
«4 _ Booster keeps the entire fuel system clean and 
free of deposits while increasing octane up to 4 
points, ‘effective in gasoline and diesel 
- engines. 


~~ When performance counts, count on 
Restore to improve your vehicle’s 
s performance. 
\ 
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When it comes to Da pe I y 


there’s only one 
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